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$20,000,000 IN TELE FILMS 


Color Theatre TV Gets Greenlight 
But Home Tinting Heads Into Hassle 


Washington, June 24, 

The National Production Author- 
ity today (Tues.) opened the gates 
for unlimited production of color 
theatre television equipment and 
for a tremendous hassle on whether 
manufacture of home color receiv- 
ers can be resumed, 

Restrictions of last November 
were lifted completely on theatre 
color. At the same time five cri- 
teria were set up under which 
home color production might be 
resumed. 

These regulations are open to 
such wide diversity of interpreta- 
tion that if NBC and CBS have any 
desire to go ahead with their color 
video work they'd at least have a 
fighting chance. 

CBS network, in an official 
statement following the NPA order 
yesterday, said that it will net re- 
enter at this time either the manu- 
facture or broadcast phases of 
color TV, and took the occasion to 
renew its blast against RCA and 
other competitors for fighting de- 
velopment of the CBS system all 
down the line. 

Pointing out that “no single 
manufacturer or broadcaster can 
make color TV a living reality in 
the face of resistance from the rest 
of the industry,” CBS declared 
that “we do not feel justified at 
this time in expending further 
manufacturing or broadcasting re- 
sources unless other substantial 
segments of the industry are pre- 
pared to go forward.” Web cited 
the fact that CBS-Columbia, its 
wholly-owned manufacturing sub- 
sidiary, is now engaged in defense 
work which, it said, occupies fully 
all its technical and engineering 
personnel. 

NBC, on the other hand, is still 
not ready with its electronic tints 
and prefers to remain in the lab 
Stage for a while longer. 

That leaves an open path for 
Paramount, which owns the Lau- 


(Continued on page 38) 


Results of Lie Detector 
Test in 5006 Mpls. Exhib 
Suit Submitted to Court 


fies Minneapolis, June 24. 
er. esults of a lie detector test vol- 
pret taken by exhibitor Martin 
ot. co-plaintiff in a $500,000 
ee court anti-trust conspiracy 
Unites major distributors and 
es * Paramount Theatres here, 
= 4 een submitted by his coun- 
oe Loevenger, to Judge G. H. 

“4 bye with the request that they 

wary part of the record. 

ae © test covered points in con- 
that in Lebeduff’s testimony with 

of Metro branch manager W. 








Wort 
witnesses, and other defense 
wine edo emerged from the test 
Sffidavy = Colors, according to an 
by Meu _Presented to the court 
sistant dice W. Rime, former as- 


director of the U. of Minne- 
(Continued on page 63) 
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Ike Says Yes! 


No one was more surprised 
than Edward R. Murrow, com- 
mentator and co-producer of 
CBS-TV’s “See It Now,” when 
Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower 
agreed to an exclusive inter- 
view for “See It” Sunday (29). 
Only two weeks ago Murrow 
had recalled on the show that 
Ike several years ago had em- 
phasized that he would never 
be a candidate for the Presi- 
dency. 

Murrow flies to Denver this 
week to supervise filming of 
the interview. Segment will be 
15 minutes, sharing “See It” 
with the special depiction of a 
mock enemy atom bomb attack 
on N. Y. City. 


Ist 14 Yr. Foreign 
Picture Grosses 


Gladden Majors 


With the first six months of 1952 
about to end, major film companies 
are looking with considerable sat- 
isfaction on their foreign receipts. 
They have run during the period 
in excess of the record level of 
1951. 

Yank film distribs are estimated 
o have received $125,000,000 in 
foreign remittances last year. Most 
companies are hitting the same 
level currently, while a few are 
doing substantially better than 
1951. 

All distribs are keeping their 
fingers crossed on further develop- 
ments abroad that might lead to 
new freezes 6r import restrictions. 
They’re breathing easier now that 
the first six months have passed 
without any new snags having 
come up that have not been 
counterbalanced by advances in 
other countries. 

Eyes of top-echelon execs are 
focused particularly on foreign in- 
come at this time, because of the 
continued difficulties at domestic 
b.o.s. International departments 

(Continued on page 61) 


Schnoz’s $68,000 Cracks 
Chi Chez Paree Mark 


Chicago, June 24. 
Jimmy Durante rolled up a rec- 
ord $68,000 in first week at Chez 
Paree, about $5,000 more than 








b 


a 





& Lewis. Comic is doing three 
shows nightly. 
tioneers, 
spots much, jammed the bistro. 





Spot’s Dave Halper is hoping to} 
set back Durante’s Las Vegas date 


so the three-week engagement can 
be extended to five. 


4 


previous top mark held by Martin | 


Furniture conven-| 
who didn’t help other 


40 STUDIOS SET 
PEAK LENSING 


By DAVE KAUFMAN 


Hollywood, June 24. 

No longer the infant, scorned 
and scoffed at as recently as last 
year, the vidpix industry in Holly- 
wood is coming of age today, with 
approximately $20,000,000 budgeted 
for investment in production in 
filmtown for the remainder of the 
year. 


Figure was reached in survey of 
30 of the leading telepix com- 
panies, and doesn’t include many 
other firms planning pilot pix, nor 
does it touch several top outfits 
such as Republic’s Hollywood Tele- 
vision Service, and some of the 
network film operations now being 
prepped. HTS and several other 
toppers aren’t included, because ex- 
ecs refused to divulge budget 
figures, or are still occupied in 
drawing up plans for finish of 
year. 

On the whole, the poll deals 
chiefly with companies which have 
firm commitments, and most of the 
product they are shooting or have 
in the works are pre-sold. 

Telepix outlook in Hollywood has 
undergone radical changes in the 
past year. Last summer majority 
of companies were shooting pilots, 
and some would vanish into thin 
air after a pilot or two, while only 
a handful had continuous produc- 
tion skeds with a pre-sold film. 
But 1952 has brought a new stabil- 
ity to the industry, with the fly- 


(Continued on page 38) 


Now TV Fights 
Taft for Equal 
Press Rights 


Round 2 in television’s fight to 
gain equal access to fop news 
events with the nation’s press is 
expected to break out this week, 
following indications from the 
Sen. Robert A. Taft backers that 
TV cameras are to be banned from 
the national committee and cre- 
dentials meetings, which directly 
precede the start of the Republi- 
can National Convention in Chi- 
cago next month. 

Top video execs, following 
through on their victory in the 
“Battle of Abilene,” when they 
bulled their way into a press con- 
ference with Gen. Dwight D. 








Eisenhower, assert that an all-im- 


portant question of freedom of the 
press is involved and they will not 
countenance the establishment of 
any precedent which might lead to 
a continued ban on their lenses. 
As a result, they warn that if the 
|GOP allows newspaper and wire 
service reporters in to cover the 
meets but prohibits TV, they will 
_simply train their lenses on the 
' (Continued on page 17) 





Mild Summer Outlook for Barns; 
Fewer Stars, Lean B.0. Takings Seen 





This Is Relief? 


Chicago, June 24. 

The strangest relief combi- 
nation for a dance band will 
be inaugurated at the swank 
Mayfair Room of the Black- 
stone Hotel here starting July 
7. Spot which has been shut- 
tered to entertainment for the 
past several months brings in 
Dave Bohme orch June 28. 
Starting July 7, management 
is installing a giant teevee 
screen and in between the 
dance sets, reports from the 
Republican convention will 
be shown. 

Same reliet system holds 
over, if successful, for the 


By HOBE MORRISON 


It looks like a mild strawhat sea- 
son. From preliminary indications 
the mosquitos may have a feast 
along the barn circuit, but there'll | 
be pretty lean pickings for man- 
agements, stars (and their agents), 
authors, directors and even run-of- 
Equity actors. 

Relatively few top stars are play- 
ing the citronella belt, in most 
cases at lower fees than the maxi- 
mum coin which names pulled in 
recent seasons. Also, chiefly be- 
cause of the stock managers’ new 
rule limiting straight-play pack- 
ages to three actors, there will 
probably be fewer tryouts than 
usual. And while advance hand- 
wringing by preducers is normally 





Democrats starting July 2% 


AT&T's Stake In| 











Video Now Put 


subject to liberal. discount, most 
available signs point to generally 
skimpy boxoffice conditions. 

The biggest drawing stars of 
1951 won't be touring this year. 


| Olivia de Havilland (the rural im- 


presario’s dream last season be- 
cause of her sellout grosses and 
moderate terms); Judy Holliday 


| (who made ’em pay till it hurt, but 
| drew like a four-alarm fire); Joan 
| Bennett, Eve Arden and Claudette 


At $90,000,000 


American Telephone & Tele-' 
graph by the start of next month | 
will be one of the biggest single | 
investors in television. Outfit is now 
rushing to completion new net-| 


working facilities for 10 more} 
cities so that they will be able to | 
get live coverage of the political | 
conventions from Chicago and, es- | 
timates that its total capital in-| 
vestment in TV by July 1, when | 
the new markets are expected to | 
be interconnecte@® will total $90,- | 
000,000. . 
AT&T’s plans for the conven- | 
tions, being handled by Illinois | 
Bell Telephone, are meanwhile | 


taking on almost Buck Rogers as- | 


pects, which further points up} 
TV’s growing stature on _ the 
American political scene. In addi- 





tion to provisions for national net- 
work coverage for the first time, 


- 


(Continued on page 61) 
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Bishop Sheen Off TV 
Till After Elections 


Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, who did | 
his last telecast for the season last | 
night (Tues.), will not return to| 
DuMont net until after the elec-| 
tions. 

The Bishop is reported to have 
confided that he’s fearful that some | 
remark he may make during thes 
heated Presidential campaign may 
be construed as being political and 
may be prejudicial to the best in- 
terests of the Catholic Church. 
Consequently, he feels it safer to 
‘forego the telecasts until the Pres- 
dential election returns are in. 

The Bishop, for the most part, 
doesn’t work from a script, and 











most of his remarks are off the 
cuff. 


Colbert are otherwise committed 
this summer. Mae West, in a frank- 
ly put-together teaser titled “Come 
On Up—Ring Twice,” appears to 
be the leading b.o. prospect for 
the season, with such standard 
names as Melvyn Douglas, Con- 
stance Bennett, Joan  Blondell, 
June Havoc and Edward Everett 
Horton rated as probable satisfac- 
tory grossers. 

The list of tryouts is much less 
impressive than in the last several 
years, not only numerically but 


(Continued on page 61) 


Jewish War Vets Oppose 
20th’s New Try to Show 
‘Desert Fox’ in Germany 


New attempt by 20th-Fox to show 
“The Desert Fox” in western Ger- 
many was sharply decried yester- 
day (Tues.) by the Jewish War Vet- 
erans, who waged a successful cam- 
paign several months ago to keep 
the film, a story of German Gen- 
eral Erwin Rommel, out of Ger- 
many. This time, according to the 
veterans group, 20th has prepared 
a dubbed German-language version 
and has announced its intention ef 
exhibiting the pic in the western 


| sector. 


Paul Ginsberg, of Atlanta, na- 
tional commander of the JWV, de- 
clared that the showing “wiil prove 
far more successful to Communists 
and Nazis than to those in Ger- 


| many and in the free west who are 


working toward the development of 
a peaceful and democratic German 
state.” 

Ginsberg added that the Com- 
munist element in Germany will 
‘use the exhibition of the film ‘to 
|completely falsify and distort 


\ (Continued on page 18) 
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Radio TV Non-Support of TB Hospital 
May Shut Out Patients in Those Fields 


By HERB GOLDEN , 
Variety Clubs’ Will Rogers Me- | 


morial Hospital at Saranac Lake, 
N. Y., which has traditionally ac- 
cepted tubercular patients from all | 
branches of show biz, will take no | 
more from radio and-tele if execs | 
in those media continue their cold 
shoulder toward giving financial 
support to the institution. Seven 
of the 119 patients admitted since 
Variety Clubs took over responsi- 
bility for the hospital three years 
ago have come from the radio-TV 
field. 

The decision regarding radio 
and video workers was made by 
the eligibility committee in March 


+ 


and got the backing over the past | 
weekend of Robert J. O’Donnell, | 
Texas theatre circuit exec, who is | 


board chairman, and Abe Mon- 
tague, Columbia Pictures’ v.p. in 
charge of distribution, 
prexy. 

Move resulted from the complete 
lack.of interest exhibited by both 
company and union and guild of- 
ficials in the radio-tele fields to 
overtures from Variety Club execs. 
It is still hoped, however, that 
radio-tele interest can be engen- 
dered and eligibility continued. 

On that basis, hard and fast 
rules will not necessarily be ad- 
hered to. The eligibility committee 


hospital | 


is willing to consider specific cases. | 


the group is Richard 
Walsh, prez of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, and serving with him are 
Joseph Vogel, Metro exec, and 
Charles E. (Chick) Lewis, trade- 
paper publisher. 
Need Staff Quarters 

Variety Club officials are loathe 
arbitrarily to shut out anyone who 
needs the services of the hospital, 
since it now has only 51 patients, 
but could take up to 130 if there 
were sufficient financial resources. 
To take that many would require 
building staff quarters. Staff now 
occupies rooms that could be given 
to patients. 

About 80 patients can be taken 
under the present setup and since 
the population is growing toward 
that, eligibility committee is neces- 
sarily getting tougher. In general, 
the rules provide that anyone is 
eligible who has been in the film 
industry, vaude and allied profes- 
sions, including members of the 
IATSE, for two years or more. 
Their husbands, wives and grown 
children are also acceptable, al- 
though this rule may have to be 


(Continued on page 63) 


Lucille’s Motherhood 
Advances ‘Lucy’ Lensing 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Lensing of the “I Love Lucy” 
series for next season will get 
underway one month earlier than 
scheduled because of Lucille Ball’s 
impending motherhood. CBS-TV 
show was slated to go before the 
cameras in September at General 
Service Studios but has now been 
pushed up to Aug. 8 so thaf as 
many programs as possible can be 
filmed before the expected arrival 
of the actress’ second child in Jan- 
uary. 


Heading 








What’s the Percentage? 

Robert J. O’Donnell, Texas 
theatreman and exhib leader, 
introduced 20th-Fox distribu- 
tion chief Al Lichtman as “the 
man who invented percentage 
pictures” at a Saranac Lake 
luncheon last week. 

“When they perform the final 
autopsy on Lichtman,” O’Don- 
nell grinned, “they'll find 
graven on his heart *40%’.” 








easies in Tribute 
To Radio, Film Stars; 
Counters D. C. Critics 


Washington, June 24. 

Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey (D., 
Minn.) last week lauded film and 
radio stars who participated in a 
transcribed radio program prod- 
uced by the U. S. Office of Price 
Stabilization and also praised the 
film industry “and its artists, 
technicians and producers (who) 
have again and again served their 
country unselfishly, patriotically 
and loyally.” 

The senator’s statement in Con- 
gress, and a letter he sent to the 
performers who appeared in the 
OPS series, was prompted by the 
fact that the stars were blasted in 
the senate by critics of the ad- 
ministration who claimed that the 
OPS was “wasting money” with 
the radio campaign, using propa- 
ganda and involving the stars in 
“controversial politics.” As a result, 
OPS has reportedly been getting 
a cold shoulder from players who 
fear they may get burned by con- 
gressional criticism. 

Humphrey wrote the _ stars, 
including Gordon MacRae, Diek 
Haymes, Bob Crosby, Doris Day, 
Tony Martin, Margaret Whiting, 
Dennis Day, Victor Young orch, 
Sonny Burke orch and Paul Weston 
orch, that the OPS platters “have 
helped to strengthen the fabric of 
American democracy.” 

“I know from my own experience 
in political life,” he said, “that the 
critical voices are usually the 
loudest. But it would be a mistake 
to interpret those voices as repre- 
sentative of the American people. 
.. . You and your associates have 
been criticized by a small handful 
of my colleagues for assisting 
your government. If helping your 
government in its anti-inflation 
programs is to be _ considered 
controversial and political, then I 
say that we are only a step away 
from’ condemning any individual 
who desires to help his government 
carry out a program enacted by 
law through Congress . . . It is 
important that we do not let our- 
selves be intimidated.” 





Monroe in ‘Blondes’ 


Hollywood, June 24. 
Darryl Zanuck assigned Marilyn 
| Monroe to play the Lorelei role in 
| the 20th-Fox vession of ‘Gentle- 
;men Prefer Blondes,” a part pre- 
viously 
| Grable. 





for 
the 


announced 
Understood 


Betty 
studio 


Desilu Productions already has | made the change to take advantage 
five shows for next season in the |of Miss Monroe’s recent widespread 


vault, the episodes having been 


filmed by Miss Ball and her hus- | 


publicity. 
Negotiations are under way to 


band Desi Arnaz before the end | borrow Jane Russell for the smart- 


of last season. 


‘cracking role of Dorothy. 
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“Walk East on Beacon” 


(Ops Told N.Y’s 
~ Anti-Bias Law 
Starts July | 


Albany, June 24. 
York State Commis- 
Discrimination 








The New 
sion Against 





Va. City a Mighty Lively Ghost To 
School Supt. Doubles as Cro 





Patti’s 806 Hub Record 


Patti Page cracked the record 
at Blinstrub’s, Boston, with a 
whopping $80,000 gross for seven 
days. 

Nitery is the largest in the east, 
seating 1,800. For 
cafe charged a $2 food minimum 
and ditto liquor minimum. 


Harlem Globetrotters’ 
Basketbail Showmanship 
Off on Peak World Tour 


Paris, June 19. 
Abe Saperstein’s Harlem Globe- 





this showing, | 


By LUCIUS BEE 


Virginia City, Nev., . 
The annual influx ,< 
trade to Nevada’s most , 
ghost town has been slc 
ting under way this sum: 
ably due to a falling off | 
to Reno, who overfloy 
mountain over ‘the wee!) 
many as 5,000 persons « 
Sunday ean be looked f 
community of 400 perso: 
saloons. 

Regular seasonal excite 
|town meetings, indigna 
|cuses and front page ed 
the Territorial Enterprise 
| the matter of the sportir 
| legal in Nevada and a 
local option in Storey C 
| house with six girls open 





| trotters are off on a round-the-/ night ago on the Divid 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| than $2,500,000. 


has| up a new era for the ball-in-the-| 


notified owners and proprietors of | 


|places of public accommodation 
that “Acts on their part which 
denied such accommodations to any 
person because of race, creed, 
leolor or national origin would fall 
junder the jurisdiction of the 
| State Law Against Discrimination, 
| beginning July 1.” 


world hoop fest that may well 
make b.o. history. Comic routines, 
ingratiating stunting and the varie- 
ty acts that perform between 
halves puts this crack Negro bas- 
ketball team into the top bracket 


| showmanship sphere. 


The Globetrotter tag, previously 
just a colorful monicker, is now 
taking on a literal meaning. Last 
year their barnstorming over most 
of the .U S., Mexico, South Ameri- 
ca, North Africa, Europe, Cuba, 
Alaska and Hawaii grossed more 
They also opened 


basket game across the world. 


This year, their 25th anniversary, 
the world tour sounds like a Bae- 


| deker transcription. The actual be- 


ginning of the tour started in N. Y. 
April 1, went west to the Coast 


| then worked its way to the head- 


Theatres, motion picture houses | 


|and music-halls 
| places of 


are 
“public accommodation, 


among the} 


|resort of amusement” within the | , ; 
| broke records with six nights of 


| meaning of Section 40 of the Civil 
|Rights Law (‘a copy of which, 
with that of the new statute, ac- 
companied the notice). 

Nightclubs, Ete. 


Nightclubs, Chairman E. W. 
| Edwards explained, fall within the 
|eategory of restaurants or bars; 
| places serving food and beverages. 
| As such they are affected. So are 
| hotels, restaurants, skating rinks, 
swimming pools, bathhouses, bar- 
|bershops, beauty parlors, roof 
| gardens, race courses, amusement 
| Parks, fairs, bowling alleys, golf 
| courses (not private memberships), 
billiard and pool parlors, retail 
stores and many other types of es- 
tablishments. 

Exemptions are provided in an 
amendment to the new law—spon- 
sored by Assemblyman Samuel 
Roman, N. Y. City Republican, and 

(Continued on page 55) 


NBC-TV MAY REMOTE 
GROUCHO LEGIT STINT 


Hollywood, June 24. 

NBC-TV may do a kinescope re- 
mote of Groucho Marx’s “Time For 
Elizabeth” at La Jolla Playhouse 
next month Similar to the recent 
recording of the Enzio Pinza show 
at Capistrano. Under discussion 
is a kinecast of the first act of 
play written by Marx and Norman 
Krasna and to star the radio-TV 
comic in his first stage appearance 
in 22 years. 

Show has been written so the 
first act could be a complete vig- 
nette. Decision will be made this 
week in N. Y. and it’s likely Ted 
Mills, who masterminded the Pinza 
kine, will be assigned to the pro- 
duction. 


Coward’s U.S. Cafe Bow? 


The Empire Room of the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria, N. Y., may open with 
an all-European bill Oct. 1 with 
Noel Coward making his U. S. cafe 
debut. Merriel Abbott, Hilton 
Hotels’ booker, is currently dicker- 
ing with the playwright-entertainer 
and is also in the process of com- 
| pleting a deal with Alex Alstone, 
French conductor-composer, to 
lead the band in that room. 

There have been several previous 
attempts to get Coward to take 
some nitery dates in this country. 
He has played London cafe stands 











Paris there. 
Alstone is best known in the 
U. S. for his “Symphonie.” 








| 


quarters in Chicago. Here the out- 


fit girded for the 


week tour ending May 30. June 2 
was the European opening at Wem- 
bley Stadium, London, where they 


SRO, but standees are outlawed 
there. June 9 at the Palais Des 
Sports here saw another big gate 
as 17,500 crowded into the stadium. 

Then the two buses and Saper- 
stein’s bright red Cadillac moved 
into high gear as the rest of June 


encompasses dates in London, 
Paris, Reims, Brussels, Luxem- 
bourg City, Antwerp, Rotterdam, | 
Amsterdam, Dortmund, Cologne, | 


Berlin, Hamburg, Bremen, Hanover 
and Kreifelt. 
ance in big spots here are 25,000 
in Antwerp and 
Olympic Stadium in Berlin. 


Cloy, U. S. Commissioner, 
Globetrotters played to 75,000. 


July has them dribbling. through 
Dusseldorf, Munster, Essen, Frank- 
fort, Vienna, Munich, Stuttgart, 
Zurich, Lausanne, Geneva, Lyons, 
Bordeaux, Barcelona, Valencia, Ma- 
drid, Lisbon, Casablanca, Algiers, 
Marseilles, Nice, San Remo, Turin, 
Milan and Venice. August has them 
in Bologne, Rome, Athens, Cairo, 
and east to Bangkok, Hong Kong, 
Singapore and Manila. September 
has them in Manila, Formosa, 
Tokyo, Yokohama, Nagoya, Osaka. 
In October they wend their way 
homeward through Guam and Hon- 
olulu, where the international barn- 
storming will finish up Oct. 9. 
Team will have played 105 games 
and been on the move for 131 days 
covering 62,500 miles. 

Basketballers comprise 34 people 
who break down toe 10 Harlem 
Globetrotters, eight N. Y. Celtics, 
the companion team whom they 

(Continued on page 61) 


M&L NEED NOT PLAY 
N.Y. COPA, BUT OK DAT 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis, vic- 
torious in their long fight against 
N. Y. branch of American Guild of 
Variety Artists ordering them to 
play the Copacabana, N. Y., are go- 
ing to make the date even though 
appeals board reversed the branch 
and told the team it could pay 
$24,000 instead of playing, under 
AGVA's “pay-or-play” rule. 

Lewis explained they felt failure 
to play Copa would mean loss of 
jobs for some small acts, and they 
didn’t want to incur distrust of ops 
on validity of pacts by setting 
precedent. He said team felt it was 





board's reversal. 
Board held comics didn’t get a 


| proper hearing. 


world-girdling | 
and hit South America for a six-| 


Anticipated attend- | 


100,000 at the) 
Last | 
year, at the invitation of John Mc- | 
the 


| Hill, and the Comstock ( 
| promptly and deafening] 
ed to the Board of Cou 
| seers. Result was usual c 
| bad feeling and threat } 
| attorney to enforce all co 
nances such as that p 
| children in saloons, a m 
would put many out of 
since saloons here are ; 
counters, icecream parlor 
|seums. Further disaster 
the girls when somebody 
portable electric light ry 
for illumination. 
Reactivation of the’ we 
| ritorial Enterprise by fo: 
Yorkers Lucius Beebe an 
Clegg, with nationall 
names such as Bernard 
and Stewart Holbrook a 
utors, has highlighted t 
season. The paper, wi 
Clemens first used the 
of “Mark Twain” and wh 
ed great fame and inf 
pioneer days, had been c! 
| 1916. Beebe and Clegg 
| the weekly Virginia City 
la circulation of 250, rena: 
| Enterprise and at preser 
sell 2,000 a week and ar 
Paper jumped from fo 
| pages, contains editorial 
|ducted by Beebe, book 
| items of historical Weste 
cana, and local items t! 
curl the hair of New 
desks. Sample: “The Alt. 
| held its weekly meeti1 
Mary’s Monday evening 
paired afterward to t 
Saloon, where adjourn! 
called at 10 the next 
A community where th 
tendent of public school: 


lette dealer after he 
nothing uncommon in tl 
thing. 


Virginia City’s art co 
umph of the spring wa 
of painting by one of its 
from the high-toned I 
Museum in San Francis¢ 
Going to Church,” by | 
greist, depicted a man 
for apparently false whis 
|ing down Virginia City’s 
| past a line of gay hot 
|ning occasioned much s. 
publicity in Bay area pa 
Literati Set 

Local literary circles a 
|know that Walter Vai 
| Clark, author of “The O: 
| dent” and “Track of the 
|aecepted a teaching po 
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Godfrey & Co. Scor 


| 


_ For Navy Show in 
Memphis, . 
Arthur Godfrey and 
part of his AM and TV | 
in here to play for the N 
| Society (20-21). The ope 
| was staged only for mi 
| sonnel, newsmen and rac 
‘reporters. The Satur 
|show at a $5 top was « 
\civvies and also playec¢ 
| The Godfrey troupe pick 
/own tabs, including tra’ 
| all expenses. 
| Memphis-born _ singe! 
| Davis appeared both nig} 
|La Rose soloed and then 
|in a songalog. Archie ! 
five members of his orch 
| mented by 10 Navy musi 
Blaufox produced and di 
| Walter Murphy, also of 
| staff, handled public rela 


| Attendance for both 


and is now in a repeat at Cafe de | Vindicated in its original stand by | the 4,000 mark, with an 


gross of $15,000. Godfr 
crew remained here th 
‘day (22). 
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Radio-TV Non-Support of TB Hospital 
May Shut Out Patients in Those Fields 


By HERB GOLDEN + 


Variety Clubs’ Will Rogers Me- | 
morial Hospital at Saranac Lake, 
N. Y., which has traditionally ac- 
cepted tubercular patients from all 
branches of show biz, will take no | 
more from radio and-tele if execs | 
in those media continue their cold | 
shoulder toward giving financial | 
support to the institution. Seven | 
of the 119 patients admitted since | 
Variety Clubs took over responsi- | 
bility for the hospital three years | 
ago have come from the radio-TV 
field. 

The decision regarding radio 
and video workers was made by 
the eligibility committee in March 
and got the backing over the past 
weekend of Robert J. O’Donnell, 
Texas theatre circuit exec, who is | 
poard chairman, and Abe Mon- 
tague, Columbia Pictures’ v.p. in 
charge of distribution, hospital 
prexy. 

Move resulted from the complete 
lack. of interest exhibited by both 
company and union and guild of- 
ficials in the radio-tele fields to 
overtures from Variety Club execs. | 
It is still hoped, however, that | 
radio-tele interest can be engen- 
dered and eligibility continued. 

On that basis, hard and fast 
rules will not necessarily be ad- 
hered to. The eligibility committee 
is willing to consider specific cases. 
Heading the group is Richard 
Walsh, prez of the International | 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, and serving with him are 
Joseph Vogel, Metro exec, and 
Charles E. (Chick) Lewis, trade- 
paper publisher. 

Need Staff Quarters 


Variety Club officials are loathe 
arbitrarily to shut out anyone who | 
needs the services of the hospital, 
since it now has only 51 patients, | 
but could take up to 130 if there 
were sufficient financial resources. | 
To take that many would require 
building staff quarters. Staff now 
occupies rooms that could be given 
to patients. 

About 80 patients can be taken 
under the present setup and since 
the population is growing toward 
that, eligibility committee is neces- 
sarily getting tougher. In general, 
the rules provide that anyone is | 
eligible who has been in the film 
industry, vaude and allied profes- | 
sions, including members of the | 
JATSE, for two years or more. | 
Their husbands, wives and grown 
children are also acceptable, al- 
though this rule may have to be 


(Continued on page 63) 


Lucille’s Motherhood 
Advances ‘Lucy’ Lensing 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Lensing of the “I Love Lucy” 
series for next season will get 
underway one month earlier than 
scheduled because of Lucille Ball’s 
impending motherhood. CBS-TV 
show was slated to go before the 
cameras in September at General 
Service Studios but has now been 








|including Gordon MacRae, 


| critical 
| loudest. 





pushed up to Aug. 8 so thaf as 
many programs as possible can be | 
filmed before the expected arrival | 
of the actress’ second child in Jan- | 
uary. 

Desilu Productions already has | 
five shows for next season in the | 
vault, the episodes having been | 
filmed by Miss Ball and her hus- | 
band Desi Arnaz before the end | 
of last season. 


What’s the Percentage? 

Robert J. O’Donnell, Texas 
theatreman and exhib leader, 
introduced 20th-Fox distribu- 
tion chief Al Lichtman as “the 
man who invented percentage 
pictures” at a Saranac Lake 
luncheon last week. 

“When they perform the final 
autopsy on Lichtman,” O’Don- 
nell grinned, “they'll find 
graven on his heart *40%’.” 








ealen in Tribute 
To Radio, Film Stars; 


Counters D. C. Critics 


Washington, June 24. 

Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey (D., 
Minn.) last week lauded film and 
radio stars who participated in a 
transcribed radio program prod- 
uced by the U, S. Office of Price 
Stabilization and also praised the 
film industry “and its artists, 
technicians and producers (who) 
have again and again served their 
country unselfishly, patriotically 
and loyally.” 

The senator’s statement in Con- 
gress, and a letter he sent to the 
performers who appeared in the 
OPS series, was prompted by the 
fact that the stars were blasted in 
the senate by critics of the ad- 
ministration who claimed that the 
OPS was “wasting money” 


ganda and involving the stars in 
“controversial politics.” As a result, 
OPS has reportedly been getting 
a cold shoulder from players who 
fear they may get burned by con- 
gressional criticism. 

Humphrey wrote the _ stars, 
Diek 
Haymes, Bob Crosby, Doris Day, 
Tony Martin, Margaret Whiting, 
Dennis Day, Victor Young orch, 
Sonny Burke orch and Paul Weston 


|orch, that the OPS platters “have 


helped to strengthen the fabric of 
American democracy.” 

“I know from my own experience 
in political life,” he said, “that the 
voices are usually the 
But it would be a mistake 
to interpret those voices as repre- 
sentative of the American people. 
... You and your associates have 
been criticized by a small handful 
of my colleagues for assisting 
your government. If helping your 
government in its anti-inflation 
programs is to be _ considered 
controversial and political, then I 
say that we are only a step away 
from’ condemning any individual 
who desires to help his government 
carry out a program enacted by 
law through Congress .. . It is 
important that we do not let our- 
selves be intimidated.” 





Monroe in ‘Blondes’ 
Hollywood, June 24. 

Darryl Zanuck assigned Marilyn 
Monroe to play the Lorelei role in 
the 20th-Fox vession of ‘Gentle- 
men Prefer Blondes,” a part pre- 
viously announced for Betty 
Grable. Understood the _ studio 
made the change to take advantage 
of Miss Monroe’s recent widespread 
publicity. 

Negotiations are under way to 
borrow Jane Russell for the smart- 
cracking role of Dorothy. 
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JACK SHAINDLIN 


Musical Director of 
Louis de Rochement'’s | 
“Walk East on Beacon’ 


Ops Told N.Y.'s 
Anti-Bias Law 
Starts July 1. 


Albany, June 24. 
The New York State Commis- 
sion Against Discrimination has 
notified owners and proprietors of 
places of public accommodation 











that “Acts on their part which 
denied such accommodations to any | 
person because of race, creed, | 
color or national origin would fall | 
under the jurisdiction of the} 
State Law Against Discrimination, | 
beginning July 1.” 

Theatres, motion picture houses 
and music-halls are among the 
accommodation, | 
resort of amusement” within the | 
meaning of Section 40 of the Civil 
Rights Law (a copy of which, 
with that of the new statute, ac- 
companied the notice). 

Nightclubs, Ete. 


Nightclubs, Chairman E. W. 
Edwards explained, fall within the 
category of restaurants or bars; 
places serving food and beverages. 
As such they are affected. So are 
hotels, restaurants, skating rinks, 
swimming pools, bathhouses, bar- 
bershops, beauty parlors, roof 
gardens, race courses, amusement 
parks, fairs, bowling alleys, golf 
courses (not private memberships), 
billiard and pool parlors, retail 
stores and many other types of es- 
tablishments. 


Exemptions are provided in an 
amendment to the new law—spon- 
sored by Assemblyman Samuel 
Roman, N. Y. City Republican, and 


(Continued on page 55) 


NBC-TV MAY REMOTE 
GROUCHO LEGIT STINT 


Hollywood, June 24. 

NBC-TV may do a kinescope re- 
mote of Groucho Marx’s “Time For 
Elizabeth” at La Jolla Playhouse 
next month Similar to the recent 
recording of the Enzio Pinza show 
at Capistrano. Under discussion 
is a kinecast of the first act of 
play written by Marx and Norman 
Krasna and to star the radio-TV 
comic in his first stage appearance 
in 22 years. 

Show has been written so the 
first act could be a complete vig- 
nette. Decision will be made this 
week in N. Y. and it’s likely Ted 
Mills, who masterminded the Pinza 
kine, will be assigned to the pro- 
duction. 


Coward’s U.S. Cafe Bow? 


The Empire Room of the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria, N. Y., may open with 
an all-European bill Oct. 1 with 
Noel Coward making his U. S. cafe 
debut. Merriel Abbott, Hilton 
Hotels’ booker, is currently dicker- 
ing with the playwright-entertainer 
and is also in the process of com- 
pleting a deal with Alex Alstone, 
French conductor-composer, to 
lead the band in that room. 

There have been several previous 
attempts to get Coward to take 
some nitery dates in this country. 
He has played London cafe stands 
and is now in a repeat at Cafe de 
Paris there. 

Alstone is best known in the} 
U. S. for his “Symphonie.” ] 

















Va. City a Mighty Lively Ghost Town: 
School Supt. Doubles as Croupier 





Patti’s 806 Hub Record 


Patti Page cracked the record 
at Blinstrub’s, Boston, with a 
whopping $80,000 gross for seven 
days. 

Nitery is the largest in the east, 
seating 1,800. For this showing, 
cafe charged a $2 food minimum 
and ditto liquor minimum. 


Harlem Globetrotters’ 
Basketbail Showmanship 
Off on Peak World Tour 


Paris, June 19. 

Abe Saperstein’s Harlem Globe- 
trotters are off on a round-the- 
world hoop fest that may well 
make b.o. history. Comic routines, 
ingratiating stunting and the varie- 
ty acts that perform between 
halves puts this crack Negro bas- 
ketball team into the top bracket 
showmanship sphere. 

The Globetrotter tag, previously 
just a colorful monicker, is now 
taking on a literal meaning. Last 
year their barnstorming over most 
of the .U S., Mexico, South Ameri- 
ca, North Africa, Europe, Cuba, 
Alaska and Hawaii grossed more 
than $2,500,000. They also opened 





up a new era for the ball-in-the-| 


basket game across the world. 


This year, their 25th anniversary, 
the world tour sounds like a Bae- 
deker transcription. The actual be- 
ginning of the tour started in N. Y. 
April 1, went west to the Coast 
then worked its way to the head- 
quarters in Chicago. Here the out- 
fit girded for the world-girdling 
and hit South America for a six- 
week tour ending May 30. June 2 
was the European opening at Wem- 
bley Stadium, London, where they 
broke records with six nights of 
SRO, but standees are outlawed 
there. June 9 at the Palais Des 


Sports here saw another big gate | 


as 17,500 crowded into the stadium. 


Then the two buses and Saper- 
stein’s bright red Cadillac moved 
into high gear as the rest of June 
encompasses dates. in 
Paris, Reims, Brussels, 
bourg City, Antwerp, Rotterdam, 
Amsterdam, Dortmund, Cologne, 
Berlin, Hamburg, Bremen, Hanover 
and Kreifelt. Anticipated attend- 
ance in big spots here are 25,000 
in Antwerp and 100,000 at the 
Olympic Stadium in Berlin. 
year, at the invitation of John Mc- 
Cloy, U. S. Commissioner, the 
Globetrotters played to 75,000. 


July has them dribbling through 
Dusseldorf, Munster, Essen, Frank- 
fort, Vienna, Munich, Stuttgart, 
Zurich, Lausanne, Geneva, Lyons, 
Bordeaux, Barcelona, Valencia, Ma- 
drid, Lisbon, Casablanca, Algiers, 
Marseilles, Nice, San Remo, Turin, 
Milan and Venice. August has them 
in Bologne, Rome, Athens, Cairo, 
and east to Bangkok, Hong Kong, 
Singapore and Manila. September 
has them in Manila, Formosa, 
Tokyo, Yokohama, Nagoya, Osaka. 
In October they wend their way 
homeward through Guam and Hon- 
olulu, where the international barn- 
storming will finish up Oct. 9. 
Team will have played 105 games 
and been on the move for 131 days 
covering 62,500 miles. 

Basketballers comprise 34 people 
who break down toe 10 Harlem 
Globetrotters, eight N. Y. Celtics, 
the companion team whom they 

(Continued on page 61) 


M&L NEED NOT PLAY 
N.Y. COPA, BUT OK DATE 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis, vic- 
torious in their long fight against 
N. Y. branch of American Guild of 
Variety Artists ordering them to 
play the Copacabana, N. Y., are go- 
ing to make the date even though 
appeals board reversed the branch 
and told the team it could pay 
$24,000 instead of playing, under 
AGVA's “pay-or-play” rule. 

Lewis explained they felt failure 
to play Copa would mean loss of 
jobs for some small acts, and they 
didn’t want to incur distrust of ops 
on validity of pacts by setting 
precedent. He said team felt it was 
vindicated in its original stand by 
board's reversal. 

Board held comics didn't get a 
proper hearing. 





London, | 
Luxem- | 


Last 


+ By LUCIUS BEEBE 
Virginia City, Nev., June 24 
The annual influx of tourist 
trade to Nevada’s most celebrateq 
ghost town has been slow in get. 
ting under way this summer. prob. 
ably due to a falling off in tourists 
to Reno, who overflow y» 
| mountain over ‘the weekends. 4 
| many -as 5,000 persons on 4a jas 
Sunday can be looked for in this 
community of 400 persons and 29 
saloons. . 
Regular seasonal excitement \ ith 
town meetings, indignation cay. 
cuses and front page editoria! in 
the Territorial Enterprise ha been 
the matter of the sporting hoysec 
legal in Nevada and a matter of 





local option in Storey County. 4 
| house with six girls opened a fort. 
|might ago on the Divide at Gold 
| Hill, and the Comstock Civic Club 
| promptly and deafeningly protest- 
ed to the Board of County Over. 
seers. Result was usual community 
| bad feeling and threat by district 
attorney to enforce all county ordi- 
nances such as that prohibiting 
| children in saloons, a move which 
would put many out of business 
| since saloons here are also lunch 
| counters, icecream parlors and mu- 
|seums. Further disaster overtook 
the girls when somebody stole the 
portable electric light plant used 
for illumination. 

Reactivation of the’ weekly Ter- 
| ritorial Enterprise by former New 
| Yorkers Lucius Beebe and Charles 
| Clegg, with nationally known 
names such as Bernard De Voto 
and Stewart Holbrook as contrib- 
utors, has highlighted the spring 
season. The paper, where Sam 
Clemens first used the pen name 
of “Mark Twain” and which boast- 
ed great fame and influence in 
pioneer days, had been closed since 
1916. Beebe and Clegg purchased 
the weekly Virginia City News with 
a circulation of 250, renamed it the 
Enterprise and at present writing, 
sell 2,000 a week and are growing. 
Paper jumped from four to 16 
pages, contains editorial page con- 
ducted by Beebe, book reviews, 
items of historical Western Ameri- 
cana, and local items that would 
curl the hair of New York copy 
| desks. Sample: “The Altar Society 
| held its weekly meeting at St. 
| Mary*s Monday evening and re- 
|paired afterward to the Delta 
| Saloon, where adjournment was 
|}called at 10 the next morning.” 
A community where the superin- 
tendent of public schools is a rou- 
llette dealer after hours sees 
|nothing uncommon in this sort of 
thing. 

Virginia City’s art colony’s tri- 
umph of the spring was banning 
of painting by one of its members 
from the high-toned De Young 
Museum in San Francisco. “Miner 
Going to Church,” by Louis Sei- 
greist, depicted a man nude save 
for apparently false whiskers walk- 
ing down Virginia City’s D Street, 
past a line of gay houses. Ban- 
|ning occasioned much satisfactory 
publicity in Bay area papers. 

Literati Set 

Local literary circles are glad to 
|know that Walter Van_ Tilburg 
| Clark, author of “The Oxbow Inci- 
| dent” and “Track of the Cat,” has 
|aecepted a teaching post at the 


(Continued on page 18) 


Godfrey & Co. Score 156 
For Navy Show in Memph 


Memphis, June 24. 
Arthur Godfrey and the major 
part of his AM and TV shows flew 
in here to play for the Navy Relief 
| Soéiety (20-21). The opening night 
/was staged only for military pel 
| sonnel, newsmen and radio and 1 
‘reporters. The Saturday night 
_show at a $5 top was on tap !0F 
‘civvies and also played to SRO. 
| The Godfrey troupe picked up thelr 
‘own tabs, including traveling and 
| all expenses. 
| Memphis-born _ singer Janette 
| Davis appeared both nights. Julius 
‘La Rose soloed and then joined her 
|in a songalog. Archie Bleyer 4” 
‘five members of his orch were —e 
| mented by 10 Navy musicians. I “o 
_Blaufox produced and directed 4” 
| Walter Murphy, also of Godires s 


| 


' staff, handled public relations. 
| Attendance for both nights ~ 
'the 4,000 mark, with an estimate 
‘gross of $15,000. Godfrey and his 
crew remained here though 5!" 
‘day (22). 
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QUARTERLY 


Quarterly Totals 


Following is a run-off of the gross revenues chalked up by eight 
film and theatre outfits for their most recently reported fiscal quar- 
terly periods. The figures on Columbia, Paramount, 20th-Fox, 
United Paramount Theatres and RKO Theatres cover the 13-week 
periods roughly from the start of the 1952 calendar year. Metro 
business was for the 16 weeks @nded March 13. Universal’s total 
was for the 13 weeks ended May 3 and the Warner Bros. volume 


7’ 
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GROSS 


A OUTFITS TAKE 
N S217 695,001 


Gross business for eight of the 
principal film and theatre corpo- 
rations, on a combined worldwide 
total basis, climbed slightly in the 
early months of this year. The 
eight outfits raked in a total of 
$217,695,000 for their most recent- 
ly passed fiscal quarterly periods, 
covering, roughly, winter-to-spring. 
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M-G Mulls Switch on Talent Status, 
With Participation Deals Looming 


Hollywood, June 24. 
| Metro’s top brass is underway 





| Goldwyn Sees TV Closing | with a full-scale effort to convert 


50% of Nation’s Theatres top-money personnel such as stars, 
|-producers, directors, etc., from 
Honolulu, June 24. 


Sam Goldwyn believes motion | *traight salary omploymems ta & 


: Pe | profit participation basis, it was re- 
pictures and television are heading | ported here as Culver City meet- 
toward a marriage—“and it won't 


ings betw i ; q 
be & shots welding. either” ings between Nicholas M. Schenck 


was chalked up in March through May. The totals: 
1952 1951 

Col ..seeeeceeee ce cceweeees $14,600,000 $13,200,000 
M-G .ceees seccccesecncoess §«©=©6apmeOe 54,160;000 
Par cccceccececececccccesse 24,900,000 22,500,000 
20th ..-.- coccccccccccvesess 38,300,000 38,900,000 
UPT .cccccccvvcveccccvecce 30,450,000 30,450,000 
OF cenceya coccccccccoccccsese 16,950,000 15,780,000 
WB ...cccocsccccccccccesce 29,000,000 30,700,000 
RKO Th ..ccccvececvecseces 7,875,000 8,515,000 

$217,695,000 $204,205 ,000 








Theatres May Net Sugar-Maxim Fight 
Promoters Over Half of Take at Gate 


Theatres may provide 
ters of the Sugar Ray Robinson- 
Joey Maxim fight tonight (Wed.) 
with more than half as much coin 
as they'll realize at the boxoffice 
of New York’s Yankee Stadium. In- 
ternational Boxing Club is in for a 
heavy take from both theatre TV 
and a 20-minute newsreel version 
of the fray. 

Set-to is being made available 
for neither home TV nor radio in 
the U. S. Likewise, it is not being 


offered for theatre TV in New 
York, where the fight is taking 
place. 


Theatre Network Television, Inc., 
is guaranteeing IBC a minimum of 
$75,000 from the 39 houses in 23 
cities that have contracted to car- 
ry the battle on their screens. Per- 
centage arrangement makes it pos- 
sible for the minimum guarantee 
easily to be exceeded. 

Newsreel distribution has been 
set in the U. S., Canada and 
Europe, with about 300 prints to 
be rushed out tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Joe Roberts is handling the news- 
reel special in association with 
IBC, and has made deals for states- 
rights distribution. 

How much is realized from the 
newsreel will hinge greatly on 

(Continued on page 17) 


New Jap Tax Nips 
US. Pix Industry 


Although still lacking full details 
from Tokyo, American film indus- 
try felt as if it had received a 
Pearl Harbor punch from the 
Japanese this week, Jap govern- 
ment recently offered a fairly at- 
tractive deal by which Yank’ dis- 
tribs could convert their frozen 
earnings from yen to dollars, then 
turned around last week and 
Slugged them with a new tax that 
will deprive them of a good share 
of current earnings, 

New tax is 20% of b.o. take, 
Which Is equal to about 36%-40°% 
of remittable coin. It is retroactive 
to April 3 and the Jap government 

a instructed theatres to deduct 


(Continued on page 18) 


U'S NET RISES 100%, 
$1,220,440 FOR } YR. 


Universal came through yester- 








om (Tues.) with one of the most 
Pbeat earnings reports for the 
outfit in 


oan recent years. Announced 
_ Pre estimated net profit of $1,- 
rial for the 26 weeks ended 
~~ fie after provision of $1,550,- 
oh Federal income and excess 
earnings te? The consolidated 
een” after deduction of pre- 
sii Stock dividends, equalled 

Doren share of common stock. 
a tee * Oo responding 26 weeks 


1, had a net 
608.56 net profit of 
mon chares Hh Me Bae 


Last year’s earnings 


Ww 
cre figured after provision of 


00,000 


and con for Federal income taxes 
ties, for contingent liabili- 


promo-+ 





Loew’s Cautious 
Loew’s chain is being cau- 
tious in buying the newsreel 
version of tonight’s (Wed.) 
Sugar Ray Robinson-Joey 

Maxim fight for its houses. 
Circuit has contracted for 
the two-reeler only in those 
cities where there’s to be no 





theatre-TV of the fray. 


Greene Buys In 


RKO Theatre Co. 
Cue Control Bid 


Indications that the David J. 
| Greene group is dissatisfied with its 
| minority position.on the RKO The- 
| atres board, and will continue its 
efforts to gain control of the cir- 
cuit, is seen in further stock ac- 











himself bought 4,500 additional 
shares during May, the Securities 
& Exchange Commission reported 
last week. 

Greene, with his family, was al- 
ready one of the heaviest single 
shareholders, although with far less 
stock than Howard Hughes’ 929,020 
units. He has been adding to his 
holdings steadily since the annual 
meeting in December, at which he 
and his associates won two out of 
six places on the directorate. 

Greene controls a good many 
shares beyond his own in his ¢a- 
pacity of Wall St. investment coun- 
selor. 


under SEC rules, his are the only 
acquisitions that need be publicly 


the company. 
Some of Greene’s Wall St. as- 


(Continued on page 17) 


C. P. Skouras, Zabel in N.Y. 
To Ease Theatre Splitoff 


Charles P. Skouras, president of 
Wesco Theatres, 20th-Fox theatre 
operating unit which takes off on 
its own upon completion of divorce- 
| ment Saturday (28), and Ed Zabel, 
chain’s chief buyer, arrived in New 
York from the Coast over the past 
weekend to put the final touches 
on technicalities involved in the 
split. 

It’s understood that some aspects 
of the theatre separation still are 
to be cleared through the U. S. 
Treasury Dept. Skouras and Zabel 
will work on this, in addition to 





TV system at the homeoffice. Ten 
days of showings are on the sked, 
with audiences to include exhibs, 
the press, reps of other film com- 
panies and persons from allied 
fields. 





in Gotham about another week. 


quisitions by the members. Greene | 


Many of his clients own the | 
theatre stock, and reportedly have | 
been acquiring more recently. But | 


reported, since he’s a director of | 


attending the demonstrations by | 
20th of its Eidophor color theatre | 


Skouras and Zabel will remain 


: ae president, and studio execs con- 
Veteran producer, vacationing 


with his wife, predicts that up to 

half the nation’s theatres are des- 

tined to shutter because of TV. 
Paradoxically enough, he adds: | 


In the corresponding quarters of 
1951 the same group of companies 
chalked up a combined global 
gross of $204,205.000, for a gain of 
about 1.6%. This, concededly, is | 
no great increase, but the fact that 
it is nonetheless an improvement 
is generally regarded as encourag- 
ing. 


a 
| 
Conttiuatnaa tide po records, | See Fall Hearings 


most noticeably, are Paramount 


and Universal. Par’s gross revenue | 
jumped to $24,900,000 for the first | { 
| three months of the calendar year, ila ec rou 
|up from $22,500,000 in the same 

Nods Distrib Probe 


‘D1 period. 
U, which has been gaining con- 
Washington, June 24. 
Hearings are under consideration 


(Continued on page 22) 
next fall for Los Angeles, New 


. 
Md. Censors Still | acinar stems 
York and Washington in the event) 


the Senate Small Business Commit- | 


> tee should vote tomorrow (25) to! 
0 wihg xe | probe “predatory practices” against 
| indie exhibitors by the major dis- | 
Baltimore, June 24. | nee ae 
Maryland’s film censorship body, | Results of a preliminary check- | 
the State Board of Motion Pictures | UP, With a suggestion that a further 
Censors, decided today (Tues.) to’ investigation is in order, will be| 
defy the opinion of the state’s at-| laid before the committee by its | 
torney general which limited | staff tomorrow. 
grounds for censorship to indecen-| Independents charge that the 
cy and obscenity. Board indicated | Majors have been violating their 
that until it obtains further rulings! @Mti-trust decrees both in spirit | 
from the courts it will continue to| 4nd in letter. They have notified | 
function under the Maryland cen-| both the committee and the Anti-| 
sorship law. It said it would snip | Trust Division of the Justice Dept. | 
films which it considers inhuman,/| that the majors are violating the | 
immoral, or tends to debase or cor-| sections dealing with clearances 
rupt morals or incite to crime,| runs and competitive bidding, and 
grounds which were thrown out in! are not acting in good faith in the 
|a ruling handed down by Att. Gen. sale of their theatre properties. | 
Hall Hammond, | One drive-in operator has charged 
Hammond based his opinion on| discriminatory practices favoring | 
the recent U. S. Supreme Court! conventional film houses; and 
'decisions in “The Miracle” and/| there have been several complaints 
|“Pinky” cases. Only restraint in| that the big distributors favor the 
| the Maryland censorship law which | large theatre chains they are sup- 
|the board will not follow is that| posed to be divorcing. 
| pertaining to “sacrilege,” a factor| Number of these complaints have 
which the Supreme Court com- | been settled by the Anti-Trust Di- 
(Continued on page 20) (Continued on page 17) 








“T honestly believe Hollywood has | 
a greater future than ever before.” 




















National Boxoffice Survey 


Cooler Weather Ups Biz; ‘Pat’ No. 1, ‘Clash’ 2d, 
‘Kong’ 3d, ‘Scaramouche’ 4th, ‘Lydia’ 5th 


Rain and cooler weather are giv-| perking currently to grab ninth 
ing first-run theatres a nice shot in| spot, with “Kangaroo ; 5. 2 ot h) 
the arm this session. While torrid | rounding out the Big 10 list. ‘En- 
temperatures continued in a few|core” (Par) and “Winning Team’ | 
keys, bulk of key cities covered by | (WB) are rated runner-up pix in) 
Variety got a break from the un-| that sequence. 
seasonably hot weather, and re-| “Lovely To Look At” (M-G) 
sponded with climbing grosses. In-| promises to be a winner judging 
tensive, high-budget campaign for | from strong showings currently. It | 
“King Kong” (RKO), again out on | is big in Philly and getting a solid | 
reissue, apparently made patrons | total even in its fourth frame at 
| theatre-conscious in a majority of|the N. Y. Music Hall. “Ways of 
_keys where released. Love” (Burstyn) opened up strong- 
| New champ this week is “Pat|ly in N. Y. “Storm Over Tibet 
‘and Mike” (M-G), which is shaping | (Col), another newcomer, shapes 

nice to sock and sturdy in most|slow in L.A. “Wild Heart” (RKO) 
of spots where dated. Playing in| is rated only fair in Buffalo. 
some nine important keys, the “Half-Breed” (RKO), mild in To- | 
Spencer Tracy-Katharine Hepburn/ronto and Portland, is okay in 
starrer hasn’t a weak spot in the | Montreal. “Carson City” (WB) still | 
lot. “Clash By Night” (RKO),|is laggard with the best showing a | 
which was third last round, is fin- fair total in Frisco. “3 For Bed-| 
ishing second this week. |room C” (WB) is obviously proving | 
“King Kong” is so great in four a disappointment so far. Best are | 
locations that it is piling up enough | Okay sessions in Philadelphia and | 
coin to land third position. “Scara-| Cleveland. It is mild in Portland 
mouche” (M-G), previously not | 4nd weak in Boston and Toronto, 
showing much, is picking up to| With Baltimore and Washington | 
fourth slot with some big and_| Very lightweight. 
strong sessions. | “High Treason” (Indie) 

“Lydia Bailey” (20th), which was | tinues stoutly in N. Y. “Without 
inclined to be spotty on earlier | Warning” (UA) is rated light in 
tries in key cities, is pushing up to| L.A. | “Anything Can Happen 
‘fifth place, while “Walk East on| (Par) is dull in Providence. 
| Beacon” is capturing sixth. “Skirts; “Ivory Hunter” (U) looks fairly 
| Ahoy” (M-G), second last week, is| good in Minneapolis. “Atomic 
| taking seventh money, with “Man/| City” (Par) shapes neat in Chi. 


‘- White Suit” (U) eighth. (Complete Boroffice Reports on 
“Outcast of Islands” Pages 8-9) 

















(UA) is 


ideals to 


|}ago with Clark Gable. 


tinued for a second week. 

The switch would be a sharp de- 
parture from traditional M-G pol- 
icy. Schenck, who's here from New 


| York with v.p.-treasurer Charles C. 


Moskowitz, over the years has in- 
sisted on no individuals as partners 
in the corporation's affairs. About 
a year ago, 20th-Fox prez Spyros 
P. Skouras recommended pard 
other companies as a 
means of reducing the risk in each 
individual film, and to take the 
outfits off the hook for the usually 
hefty weekly payroll commitments 
under the straight salary pacts. At 
that time, it’s understood, Schenck 
turned a cold shoulder on the idea. 

Only deviation which M-G has 
made occurred a couple of years 
As a means 
of keeping Gable on the lot, M-G 
agreed to a new setup whereby 

(Continued on page 20) 


Sift TY Value As 
Pix Ad Medium 


Doubt is being cast by research 
specialist Albert E. Sindlinger on 
the efficiency of TV as an adver- 
tising medium for films. Sind- 
linger, who is in the midst of some 
thousands of interviews for Para- 
mount and United Paramount in 
Philly, doesn’t underrate tele as 
an ad medium, but opines it must 





be balanced with other methods 
of communication. : 
Researcher will present this 


conclusion, among numerous oth- 
ers, at his headquarters in Philly 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Hughes Just ‘Saving Hubby from Jail 
In Not Inking That Pact, Simmons Says 


Hollywood, June 24. + 


Howard Hughes, RKO produc- 
tion chief and controlling stock- 
holder, refused to sign a projected 
three-year contract with Jean Sim- 
mons because he claimed he wanted 
to “save my husband from going to 
prison,” the actress testified in 
Federal Court today (Tues.). Miss 
Simmons and her mate, Stewart 
Granger, are pressing a $250,000 
damage suit against Hughes and 
RKO to prevent the studio from 
representing that it has 
clusive pact with her, thus hamper- 
ing deals at other lots. ; 

Earlier testimony established 
that Hughes balked after months of 
negotiations, claiming the deal con- 
tained illegal loopholes to permit 
Miss Simmons and Granger to 
claim a capital gains setup. The 
actress said the capital gains sug- 
gestion was initiated by Hughes’ 
representative, Walter Kane, and 
she didn’t even know what a “‘capi- 


tal gains” deal was. Later, she 
said, Hughes at a private meeting 
warned her, “when you are di- 


vorced your husband will get capi- 
tal gains and you will be stuck with 
an ordinary contract.” 

Miss Simmons testified that she 


hadn't been too anxious to sign 
with Hughes because of his pur- 
chase of her contract with J. Ar- 
thur Rank, for “I resented being 
sold like a piece of meat.” After 
negotiations collapsed, she added, 
she told Hughes, “I wouldn't sign 
with RKO for a million dollars tax 
free while you are head of it.” 
Meantime, it was learned that 
since the trial began last week be- 
fore Federal Judge Ernest A. 
Tolin, RKO has suspended Miss 
Simmons for three one-day pe- 


riods. 


a delayed appearance to tell her 
side of the suit. 
the Monday session, but her agent, 
Bert Allenberg, served as stand- 
(Continued on page 20) 


UPA Cartoonery Will Buy 
Back 20% Stock at Col; 
May Seek Better % Dea 


United Productions of America, 
cartoonery which releases through 
Columbia, plans to exercise its op- 
tion and by end of the year will 
repurchase 20°% of the stock which 
Col acquired from Edward Gersh- 
man, former UPA sales topper. 
Whether re-acquisition of the stock 
will alter the current operating 
deal between Col and the cartoon- 
ery, is still a matter of conjecture. 
UPA has been striving for some 
time to improve its percentage ar- 
rangement with the film outfit, 
which reportedly has been profiting 
handsomely from the release of 
UPA shorts, while the cartoonery 
is said to be just about breaking 
even. 

Currently, Col and UPA are in 
the third year of a reported five- 
year deal, with percentage terms 
apparently subject te yearly re- 
newal. Cartoonery is also closely 
allied with Screen Gems, Col’s vid- 
pix subsid. Deal with latter, a five- 
year one with annual options, pro- 
vides for UPA to make animated 
TV commercials of up to two, 
minute duration for the Col affili- 
ate. Video outfit operates a studio 
in New York and is known as the 
Screen Gems division of UPA. 

Although closely tied with Col. 
UPA also has right to enter other 
deals. As part of its overall opera- 
tion, it produces animated pix for 

(Continued on page 18) 








Buchman Contempt Trial 
Now Set for October 


Washington, June 24. 
Huddie here yesterday (Mon.) 
set the trial of Sidney Buchman to 
begin Oct. 1. Producer-writer is 


under indictment for contempt of | 


Congress. He ignored a subpoena 
to appear before the House Un- 
American Activities Committee last 
January. Buchman recently lost a 
civil action to enjoin the Commit- 
tee from subpoenaing him. He was 
to go on trial for contempt this 
month. 

Postponement was due to the 
iliness of Judge Dickinson Letts, 
scheduled as the trial judge. Judge 
has not been selected yet for next 
October's trial. 


an ex-| 


Latest suspension occurred | 
today when she took the stand in} 


She was due at} 





Launch Movietime Trek 
With Montana Teeoff 


Hollywood, June 24..° 

Movietime U. S. A. opened its 
summer campaign with a group of 
six film names touring Montana. 
Players were greeted yesterday 
(Mon.) at a reception by Gov. John 





Von Sternberg Readies 


Bi-Lingual Jap Film 





A bi-lingual film, as yet untitled, 
| ig being readied for production by 
| Director Joseph von Sternberg. 
Yarn will concern a group of 30 
Japanese who held out for six years 
on the Mariana Islands in the 
South Pacific after Tokyo’s sur- 
render. 

Financing for the venture will be 
largely provided by von Stern- 
| berg’s Japanese associates, N. Ka- 
wakita, Y. Osawa and I. Mori. He’s 
scheduled to leave for Japan 
around the end of August for hud- 
|dles with the trio. Picture will 
| probably start after the first of the 
| year, with separate Japanese and 
| English versions. 


Scophony Admits 
Coin Nix Before 


Par, GPE Buy-in 


Washington, June 24. 

| The FCC heard testimony yes- 
terday (Mon.) that Sccphony, Ltd., 
tried for four years to interest U.S. 
capital in developing its TV pat- 
ents before Paramount Pictures 
and General Precision Equipment 
Corp. bought a 50% interest in 
Scophony Corp. of America in the 
early 40’s. 


| 





Arthur Levey, prexy of Skiatron 
Electronics & Television Corp. 
(suecessor to SCA), admitted he 
tried to interest a succession of 
| Americans in Scophony, including 
| Jock Whitney and M. L. Ayles- 
worth. Latter, he said, had agreed 
to put up $250,000 for a 20% in- 
terest in SCA, but did not come 
through. 
| Describing a luncheon at Sardi’s 
|in New York in 1939, Levey testi- 
| fied that Whitney, after evincing 
interest in Scophony, decided he 
|did not want to go into TV, be- 
| cause of the war situation and be- 
| lief that TV was “some time off.” 
Porter also brought out that ap- 
| proaches were made to Lehman 
Bros. and Kuhn, Loeb & Co. 
Levey said that in 1938 he talked 
to David Sarnoff, RCA board chair- 
man, regarding Scophony patents, 
and that the latter thought the su- 
personic projector for home TV 
had promisg, and that its develop- 
ment should be encouraged. Sarn- 
off told him, he testified, that there 
was room in TV for both the cath- 
ode ray and supetsonic projector 
systems, and expressed the belief 
that Levey should have no trouble 
raising capital for formation of an 
American Scophony company. 
Porter indicated his examination 
of Levey would require nearly two 
weeks. After he is through with 
Levey, he plans to call Paul Rai- 
bourn, Par veepee in charge of TV, 
to answer charges by Levey that 
Par used its interest in Scophony 
to suppress development of its pat- 
ents in home and theatre televi- 
sion. 


PETRILLO COOL TO 
IMPPA PIX-TV PLAN 


Hollywood, June 24. 

An alternative proposal to the 
current pix-to-video formula has 
been handed to James C. Petrillo 
and the exec board of the Ameri- 
| can Federation of Musicians in 
| huddles with the Independent Mo- 
| tion Picture Producers of America, 
| but it appears certain AFM leader 
won't accept. Understood alterna- 
tive accepts 5° formula but balks 
|at the additional rescoring fee. 
Petrillo has repeatedly brushed 
|aside attempts to change estab- 
lished format but IMPPA reported 
ithe. situation. as “optimistic.” 
| Petrillo left for N. Y. after talks. 
leaving up in the air status of his 
secret talks last week with reps 
of major studios. Latter, it's relia- 
bly reported, are interested in work- 
ing out a deal for format on tele- 
vision film production but didn’t 
discuss with Petrillo any deals on 
making the vast backlog of old pix 
available to video. ~ 











Under intensive cross-examina- | 
tion by Par counsel Paul Porter, | 


W. Bonner in Butter. This week 
‘they will fan out and cover the 
state. 

Troupe consists of Donna Reed, 
|Marsha Hunt, John Derek, Robert 
| Wagnér, Barry Shipman and David 
| Diamond. 


Justice Dept. To 
Sift Star Pacts 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Disclosures of alleged tax irregu- 
larities via testimony in the trial 
of the Stewart Granger-Jean Sim- 
|'mons $250,000 damage suit against 
|RKO and Howard Hughes have 
| touched off a Federal investigation 
‘into all “package deal-capital 
| gains” pacts in tke film industry. 
Asst. U. S. Attorney Bernard B 
Laven announeed a full-scale probe 
of contracts in which any payments 
made by the studios, other than 
actual salaries, will have to be ex- 
plained thoroughly. 

“Purchases of property from in- 
dividuals by studios must be made 
in good faith,” a Government 
spokesman emphasized, “and not 





just be a subferfuge to evade pay- | 


ment of a proper tax.” Meanwhile, 
a Federal investigator is attending 
the trial daily and transcripts of the 
testimony are being studied by 
both Treasury and Justice Dept. 
officials. 


Government’s attitude toward in- | 


| ducements waved before film stars 
ito sign with certain studios was 
clarified by Laven. This kind of 
bait, he said, ‘““must be considered 
| as compensation whether it is pur- 
| chase of a book, house, automobile, 
fur coat or anything else, and is 
taxable as income rather than capi- 
tal gain. If we find any evidence 
of subterfuge, there’s going to be 
trouble.” 

The trial had scarcely warmed 
up last week when the Dept. of 
Justice reacted to charges of in- 
come tax juggling camouflaged as 
capital gains. Charges were leveled 
by RKO attorney W. I. Gilbert, 
Jr., who declared that Granger and 
Miss Simmons had come into court 
with “unclean hands.” 

Granger’s contract with Metro, 
Gilbert testified, called for the 
studio to buy his London apart- 
ment and furnishings, enabling him 
to evade taxation under the capital 
gains structure. Miss Simmons’ 
proposed deal with RKO, he added, 
was similarly tainted. 


‘Latuko’ May Run Through 
Summer in Newark; B.0. 
Takes Holding Steady 


Following its legal triumph over 
the Newark, N. J., police depart- 
ment last month, “Latuko” is now 
in its sixth week at the Embassy 
Newsreel Theatre in that city and 
may run all summer. African 
documentary was given the green- 
light by Justice Walter Freund, 
who said he saw nothing immoral 
in the film. 

Elsewhere, the picture has been 
turned down by the Virginia State 
Censor Board, the New York State 
Board of Regents and the Chicago 
police censor. Virginia bluenose 
panel, incidentally, called the film 
“disgusting.” Meantime, Pro- 
ducers Representatives, distribu- 
tors of the pic, is formulating plans 
to fight the bans. But no legal 
action is being mapped at the mo- 
ment. 

Made by Edgar M. Queeny for 
the American Museum of Natural 
History, “Latuko” racked up the 
highest gross in Newsreel’s history 
during the first week’s run. Figure 
came to $7,615—almost double the 
take of the previous film screened. 
Second week eased off to $4,200. 
| Third week at the Newsreel, 
however, steadied at $4,000 while 
the fourth chukker brought’ in 
$3,000. Fifth week, ending Mon- 
day night (23), drew an estimated 
$2,500. There have been no pick- 
ets throughout the film’s engage- 
ment, but the management reports 
some unidentified groups have 
been spotted taking notes on pads 
during screenings. But no pro- 
tests have been received either 

from police or anyone else. 
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Shift in Emphasis 

In its tunepix version of 
James Thurber’s legit comedy, 
“The Male Animal,” currently 
in revival on Broadway, War- 
ner Bros. apparently went to 
great lengths to rid the script 
of any political or sociological 
aspects. 

In the original play, the 
burley queen, “Hot Garters 
Gertie,” is an offstage charac- 
ter, mentioned but never seen 
by the audience. In the WB 
film, “She’s Working Her Way 
Through College,” stripper, 
portrayed by Virginia Mayo, is 
the main protagonist. 


New French Bid 
Asks Imports 








Paris, June 24. 





French negotiators in the cur- 
|rent talks here on a new Franco- 
U. S. film agreement opened the 
| sessions last Thursday (19) with a 
| proposal that calls for a cut in 
ithe present ceiling of 121 imports 
| annually and eliminates all idea of 
|a subsidy to French producers by 
| Yank distribs. 

Since premature publicity on 
|previous proposals last month 
| caused something of a hullabaloo in 
the Paris press, French negotiators 
|insisted on secrecy on details of 
|the new plan. It is considered by 
the Americans only a starting point 

|for bargaining. Their aim, on the 
| other hand, will be to up the num- 
|ber of imports and get free con- 
| vertibility of currency. 
Talks are on a government level, 
| with industry reps sitting in for 
both countries. Sessions were held 
last Thursday and Friday and yes- 
terday (Mon.). They are slated to 
resume tomorrow (Wed.). 

Heading the State Dept. reps in 
the discussions is Henri Labouisse. 
He is being aided by Harry Con- 
nover, commercial attache at the 
Paris Embassy, and Gerald Mayer, 
of the Embassy staff. Backing them 
up are Fayette W. Allport, British 
rep of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America; Gene Van Dee, Rome rep 
of the MPAA, and Alfred W. 
Crown, salesmanager of Samuel 
Goldwyn Productions, who is rep- 
ping the Society of Independent 
Motion Picture Producers. 

French government reps are 
Michael Fourre-Cormeray, two 
finance office men and two foreign 
office men. Industry advisors are 
Jean Leduc, prez of Gaumont, and 
Roger Weil-Lorac, of the Techni- 
cal Syndicate of French Cinemas. 

When the preliminary sparring is 
out of the way, it’s believed nego- 
tiations may proceed rapidly. If 
necessary, it’s understood John G. 
McCarthy, director of the MPAA’s 
international division, may come 
over for the finale, with a long 
chance that he may be accom- 
panied by MPAA prez Eric John- 
ston. 





N. Y. to Europe 
Milton Blackstone 
Pietro Bullio 
Arthur Davis 
Geraldine Fitzgerald 
Harry Fox 
Magda Gabor 
Leonard Goldenson 
Allan M. Gundelfinger 
John Gutman 
Bob Hawk 
Goddard Lieberson 
George Lourau 
Gertrude Macy 
Melvina McEldowney 
Walter Mirisch 
Sydna Scott 
Jerome Thor 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Henry Beckman 
Marlon Brando 
Warren Caro. 
Claude Kingston 
Sid Kuller 
Richard Ney 

Fred M. Packard 
Milton R. Rackmil 
Mike Sloane 
Carmen Torres 





Cut, No Subsidy 





Trading Prices on Pix Issues Near y 
10-Yr. Average Despite Bearish Talk 


Despite all the downbeat talk 
anent film shares on the New Yor, 
Stock Exchange, particularly jp the 
wake of the dividend cutting py 
Loew’s and United Paramount the 
trading prices of various film js. 
sues on the Big Board are for the 
most part only slightly under their 
past 10-year (1942 through 195)) 
averages. 

Columbia, for example, has been 
selling recently at about $12. The 
10-year average was $13.30. Col’s 
drop of $1.30 can be interpreteq 
at even less than that surface 
amount, when it’s considered that 
a 212% stock dividend was de. 
clared at the tail end of 1951, in. 
creasing the number of shares on 
the market. 

Heaviest drop was “experienced 
by Loew’s as a direct result of the 
divvy reduction. Ten-year average 
was $20.20. While the stock is now 
selling at around $13, the overall 
1952 average for Loew’s shares, it’s 
expected, will be $15. 


Technicolor is well ahead, jump- 
ing from $16.50 over the 10-year 
period to about $22 presently, 
Twentieth-Fox, it’s figured in finan. 


cial circles, will emerge with a 
1952 average of about $21, as 
against $25.10 for the 10 years 
Universal’s average for the 10 
years was $17.50. It’s well off from 
(Continued on page 18) 


Rep, WB Films Get Legion 


Frown, Class B Listing: 
Italo Pic ‘Condemned’ 


National Legion of Decency last 
week “condemned” one Italian im- 
port and placed two Hollywood 
films in its Class B (Morally Objec- 
tionable in Part for All) category. 
“Behind Closed Shutters,’ a Lux 
Film release, rated a Class C, be- 
cause it treats of subject matter 
“morally unsuitable for motion pic- 
tures entertainment.” 

Legion added that “Shutters” 
contains “suggestive situations and 
costuming. Moreover, it tends to 
create sympathy for immoral ac- 
tions.” Produced by Luigi Rovere, 
the picture outlines a girl’s search 
for a missing sister through a num- 
ber of dives and bordellos. Print 
for American audiences has been 
dubbed into English. 

Republic’s “Bal Tabarin” drew 
an objection for “suggestive cos- 
tuming and sequence; it tends to 
condone illicit actions.” Likewise, 
Warners” “She’s Working Her 
Way Through College” was rapped 
for “suggestive costuming and 
dancing.” It also “tends to con- 
done immoral actions.” 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Dana Andrews 
Buddy Baer 

Earl Baeman 
John Bertero 
Ward Bond 
Clarence Brown 
Gower Champion 
Marge Champion 
Harry Cohen 

H. C. Cox 

Walt Disney 
Buddy Ebsen 
Gene Fowler 
David Hanna 
Eunice Healey 
Betty Hutton 
Lou Irwin 

Jeff Jones 

Hal Kemp 

Andy Krappman 
John Lavery 
Herman Levin 
Peter Lorre 
Gene Mann 

R. H. McCullough 
Harold Mirisch 
Walter Mirisch 
Victor Orsatti 
Al Pearce 
Irving Pichel 
Charles P. Skouras 
Mary Todd 
Tamara Toumanova 
Danny Winkler 
Herbert J. Yates 


Europe to N. Y. 


John Byram. 
Mrs. John Byram 
Dane Clark 

Peter Cusick 
John Davis 

Lee V, Eastman 
Douglas Fairbanks Jr. 
Irving Fein 
Walter Kennedy 
Lee Kressel 
Frank La Grande 
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BIDDING AS ARBITRATION 


Compromise Spirit Wanted 


In the wake of the three-days-and-no-progress meeting of 36 film 
any and theatre execs in New York last week on establishing 
an arbitration system, the hope still persists that this aim will be 


comp 


achieved 


However, say observers, there must be an absence of bickering 
» details among the various parties; no chin music anent extra- 
cts and, mainly, each delegate must consider each item 
open-mindedly with a sense of give-and-take when controversies 


ove . 
neous subje 


arise. 


sincerely ‘ 
curtail litigation in the courts. 


figured, it can be reached. But, it’ 


5 : 


of compromise in future meetings in place of the arbitrary atti- 
tudes and unyielding positions taken by some arbitration archi- 


tects in past. 


The subject of film rentals as an arbitrable item, which appeared 
earlier as possible cause of serious discord, continues as a matter 
Allied States Assn., which has been advo- 
cating the coverage of rentals, still persists in that stand, but is 
now seen as willing to yield some ground so as not to jettison 
The exhib org apparently believes a compromise 


of concern, of course. 


future meetings. 
solution can be reached. 


Competitive bidding, monetary awards for aggrieved theatremen 
and the mechanics involved in the projected system, are among 
other items likely to stir argument. But the industry officials feel 
they've gone too far with their arbitration endeavor to drop it now. 
All are for it and, despite the slow progress, it will be pursued. 


All groups represented at the parleys last week are said to be 
desirous of mapping an arbitration plan which could 
Since all have the same goal, it’s 


s stressed, there must be a spirit 











Ex sibs to Pounce on Law-Makers 


In Greatest Bid Yet to Kill 20%, Tax 





Industry campaign to eliminate+ 
the 20° Federal admissions tax is 
likely to shape into one of the 
greatest intra-trade joint projects 
on the books, from the standpoint 
of the number of persons pitching 
in. The Council of Motion Picture 
Organizations specially-appointed 
tax committee numbers 30 indus- 
tryites in all. H, A. Cole, head of 
Allied in Texas, and Pat McGee 
general manager of the Cooper 
Foundation Theatres, Denver, are 
the co-chairmen. 

Entire group will meet in New 
York July 8 to map the specifics 
of the campaign, and present indi- 
cations are that scores of other the- 
atremen across the country will be 
asked to lend their efforts in killing 
the levy. The work will be in the 
form of contacting legislators, in- 
cluding all House reps and Sena- 
tors, to impress them with the fact 
that over 5,000 theatres now are 
“marginal” operations and will go 
out of business unless the tax relief 
is forthcoming. 

_ One problem is that the upcom- 
ing national elections obviously 
will result in many changes among 
the public office-holders. However, 
the top COMPO-ites figure that 
local exhibs have a pretty good 
idea of what to expect in their 
(Continued on page 18) 


Rank Sued On 


Treason’ Title 


PP ne has been brought by author 
: ert E. Kahn against the J. Ar- 
ae Rank Organization, charging 
hat the English outfit’s film, “High 
ance, IS using the same title 
rd 's book, published in 1950. An 
> er has been signed by Supreme 
See uitice Samuel Dickstein di- 
te ne the producers of “Treason” 
j Show cause why a temporary in- 
sunction should not be issued 
. them, enjoining use of the 





Film, a spy thri 
and John Py thriller made by Roy 


a Boulting for the Rank| 
a is Currently in a long run 
+ Fy Trans Lux, 52nd St., N. Y. 
a Claims that more than 75,000 
seg his book, a non-fiction 
por Laer been sold in the U. S., 
mas Thee Over 750,000 have been 
Burished throughout the world. 
oa, asking for $500,000 damages, 
came’ N accounting of the film’s 
orgeument on the show cause} 
in x Vl be held today (Wed.) | 
Rehabs +: County Supreme Court | 
en: ustice Edgar Nathan. Don- | 
and Kinoy 
ahn . 
Kahn is 
Olage” , 








are attorneys for 





By the author of “Sab- | 
and ‘The Pp 


Lotsa John Wayne 


After more than a year with- 
out a new John Wayne pic, 
theatregoers are going to get 
three thrown at them at once, 
present schedules reveal. Pix 
are RKO’s “Jet Pilot,’ Repub- 
lic’s “Quiet Man” and Warner 
Bros.’ “Big Jim McClain.” 

They're all slated to hit 
screens around Labor Day. 
Jam-up is the result of all the 
distribs aiming for the nor- 
mally strong b.o. experienced 
at that period of the year, 
since Wayne pix are notably 
good grossers. Players’ last 
film was “Flying Leather- 
necks,” released by RKO July 
18, 1951, 








Rodgers Raps 
Rigid Roles In 





Arbiter Plan’ 


Some of his distrib confreres had | 
their knuckles rapped by William | 
F. Rodgers, Metro v.p. and consult- | 
ant, at last week’s series of meet- | 
ings looking to establish an indus- | 


try arbitration system. 
| 


Rodgers reportedly did a burn, 
over the unyielding attitudes dis- 
played, particularly by some film | 
company lawyers, in the overall ef- | 
fort to map out a mutually agree- | 
able arbitration plan with top ex-| 
hib association reps. 

The M-G exec, who long has! 
championed the cause of arbitrat- | 
ing or conciliating intra-trade dis- 
putes, instead of fighting through | 
the courts, stressed that there must | 
be some give-and-take by all sides | 
if the system is to be worked out. | 
Distrib attorneys’ refusal to give in 
on a few apparently not too signifi- 
cant details on competitive bidding 
reportedly contributed to his vexa- 
tion, 


Deal Readied for UA 
As ‘Limelight’ Distrib 


Lawyers this week were report- 








which United Artists will dis- 
trfbute Charles Chaplin’s latest pic, 
“Limelight.” Deal hasn’t been com- 
pletely finalized, but indications 
are that it will be within the next 
few days. 


Arthur B. Krim, UA president, 


now in New York, plans to make a |} 


quick hop to the Coast to sign the 


- Great Conspiracy” | pact when it’s ready. Chances are | from the legal dep 
ot Against the Peace.” | he'll trek west this’ weekend. 


EMERGING AS 
KEY OBSTACLE 


Competitive . bidding. this week 
was shaping as“ a possible new 
stumbling block in the path toward 
establishing an industry system of 
arbitration. As a matter of fact, 
the ramifications of, and controver- 
sies over, bidding came close to 
killing off hope for an agreeable 
arbitration plan at the three-day 
meeting of distrib and exhib top- 
pers in New York last week. 

At these huddles, the delegates | 
failed to resolve any issues cen | 
tered on bidding, and because of 
the differences it appeared that 
the conclave would adjourn with- 
out any plan for re-convening. A 
last-minute proposal to place the 
overall arbitration plan in the 
nands of a new 10-man committee 
tor further study, was hastily 
agreed to as the only apparent al- 
ternative to virtually immediate 
burial rites for the system before 
it had come into being. 

One controversial aspect of bid- 
ding is that the distribs, last week, 
insisted on a flat statement in the | 
arbitration draft, specifically de- 
Claring that they, the distribs, are 
not required always to accept! 
terms offered by an exhib in his | 





Rank’s Profit 


London, June 24. 

J. Arthur Rank’s sale of his | 
134,375 shares in Universal to 
Decca Records last week net- 
ted him a profit of slightly 
more than $2,000,000. 


British pic tycoon paid $5 
each for e shares in 1937 


and sold them for about $20 
to Decca. 


Plot Cross-Plug 
For Films, Other | 
Biz on AM-TV 


Huge cross-merchandising proj- 
ect among some of the nation’s 
major industries, with Hollywood 
a major participant, is being plot- 
ted. Each of the industries would, 











formal bid, even though it’s the | put one or more shows a week on 


highest bid received. Theatremen 

conceded that this might be cor- 

rect under law, but there’s no need 
(Continued on page 17) 


20th, Roxy Split Brings 
Booking Habit Changes; 
Shut N. Y. Houses Aiding 


New departures from the tradi- 
tional booking patterns in New 
York’s first-run area-are resulting 
from the 20th-Fox and Roxy Thea- 
tre disassociation. Not only has the 
film company been disaffiliated 





WNBC or WNBT, N. Y., and cross- 
plug their wares. 

Participation planned by the pic} 
industry includes two five-minute | 
shows daily. One would be news| 
from Hollywood and the other pic- | 
torial, with Conrad Nagel possibly | 
as m.c. Planned for inclusion in| 
relations shorts on various Holly- 


were sponsored by the Motion Pic- 


of the nation’s theatres. 

New York exhib participation is 
being planned by the Metropolitan 
Motion Picture Theatres. Assn. 





corporately, but actually appears to 
be snubbing the Roxy, offering | 
product which normally would play | 
the house to rival exhibs. 

Closing of the Rivoli and Warner 
Theatres also is contributing to the 
changes in booking habits, since 
pix which ordinarily would be 
channeled into those two _ spots | 
obviously are available for other | 
situations. i 

It’s clear that Harry Brandt's 
Mayfair and Globe spots will be 
vying for 20th product to the ex- 
tent that the Roxy could lose out 
on pix. Brandt’s two houses are 
smaller than the Roxy, of course, 
but could offer greater amounts 
of playing time. Twentieth now is 
also offering films to the Radio 
City Music Hall, but it’s believed 
inconceivable that the Hall and the 
Roxy actually would formally bid 
against each other for any com- | 
pany’s product. 

Twentieth’s divorcement isn’t} 
due until Saturday (28), but as 
of June 6 it was called upon to, 
license its pix to all houses, in-| 
cluding its own affiliates, on a} 
competitive basis. This was de-| 
manded under the 20th anti-trust | 
consent decree. 


DARRIEUX SUES U-1 FOR | 
146 TO COVER U.S. TAXES 


Los Angeles, June 24. | 
Danielle Darrieux filed suit in | 
Superior Court against Universal- | 
International, demanding $14,686.53 | 
to cover U. S, taxes she incurred | 
while playing for that company 
under her 1937 pact. 

French actress declares a clause | 
in the contract provided for the 


studio to pay such taxes. She says 





| she tried to settle the suit early 


ed drafting the agreement under jin 1951, but the company refused to 


arbitrate. 








Member theatres wili show trail- 
ers and otherwise urge audiences 
to see and hear the radio and video 
shows. AM and TV spots will 
plug pix. 

Other industries which will par- 
ticipate include nabe druggists, to- 
bacco, travel and men’s fashions. 
Among ideas is to have Hollywood | 
names on some of the other shows 


zations. 





| 


NASSERS WIN ROUND IN — 
FIGHT TO RETAIN STUDIO: 


Los Angles, June 24. | 

James and George Nasser won a) 
point in their legal fight to retain 
possession of General Service Stu-| 
dio. Benno M. Brink, referee in| 
bankruptcy, set Aug. 21 as the | 
date for consideration of a repay- 
ment plan submitted by George T. 
Goggin, attorney for the Nassers. 
The Bank of America is the largest ! 
creditor. | 
Brink instructed Goggin to con- | 
sult with the creditors on his five- 
year plan, and to report July 8 on 
any changes that might be suggest- | 
ed by them. Goggin’s plan calls 
for the Nassers to pay the creditors 
50% of all the coin made by the 
studio in the next five years. 











Youngstein Off on Trek 
To All UA Exchanges 


United Artists v.p. Max E. Young- 
stein took off yesterday, ‘Tues.) on | 
the first of seven weeks of visits to} 
the company’s exchanges. Sessions | 
at the branches are in Youngstein’s | 
capacity as captain of the William 


Siegel Upped at RKO |J. Heineman sales drive the com- 


Morton Siegel has been named 


_administrative assistant and aide 
‘to Robert K. Hawkinson, RKO’s 
| assistant foreign topper. 


Siegel has been with the com- 
pany for 14 years, 


\ foreign division, 


pany is running. 
H.o. exec is going to Boston and Fox, will be filmed on that lot at 


Buffalo this weekend, and Philly 
|and Washington next week. He ex- 
'pects to cover two or 


jhas been to all. 


the TV shows are the dozen Piotiy: | 
wood production activities, which | 


ture Assn. of America a few pours 
ago and which have played most 


do historical and patriotic dramati- | egmpbo 


Rackmil Expected Be Prez Both of U 
And Decca Following Buyout of Rank 


+ Milton R. Rackmil will probably 


enjoy the unique position of being 
president of two top show biz cor- 
porations simultaneously after 
about July 10. It is understood 
he’ll continue as chief exec of Dec 
ca Records while assuming the top 


| post in Universal Pictures. 


Situation arises out of Decca’s 
purchase last week of the entire 
holdings of J. Arthur Rank in U. 


| With the U shares the disk« ry pur- 


chased from U execs and on the 
open market last fall, it now holds 
in stock and option warrants 42° 
of the outstanding common of the 
film company. 

Because of the importance in 
which Rackmil is held by Decca 
stockholders as top cog in that com 
pany, he is understood to feel that 
it would be unwise for him to give 
up the presidency. On the other 
hand, he is equally anxious to as- 
sume a similar post with U, so for 
the time being, at least, he'll re- 
portedly hold both positions. 

It is understood his executive 
duties at Decca will be redistribut- 
ed so that he'll have time to give 
to U. Inthe meantime, his original 
plan for a merger of the platter 
and film companies has not been 
forgotten. It will be pushed off 
for some months and then be re- 
considered in light of developments 
at the time. 

Rackmil will be elected to a place 


(Continued on page 18) 





Kramer-Col Pact 


Seen Extended 


With Stanley Kramer now hav- 
ing completed about two-thirds of 
the pix for which he’s committed 
to Columbia under his present con- 
tract, a top Col exec said this week 
that the pact undoubtedly will be 
renewed or extended. Current deal, 
into which the producer entered in 
March, 1951, calls for 12 pix. 

Three Kramer films have been 
released by Col, three are in the 
can, one is editing and one is 
shooting, for total of eight. Pro- 
ducer is due in New York July 6 
on his way to Europe or a six-week 
vacation-business junket. 
He'll wind up in Israel to survey 


| the locale for “The Juggler,” which 
he’ll produce there. 


Col official admitted the com- 
pany is somewhat disappointed 
that none of the three films re- 
leased to date has proved a real 
money-maker. All of them, how- 
ever, will do better than break 
even, he said, the company is play- 
ing the odds that one of the up- 
coming Kramer releases will prove 

(Continued on page 18) 


L.A. OZONERS SHAR 
IN REGULAR ‘SHOW’ RUN 


Los Angeles, June 24. 

Paramount’s new first-run zoning 
plan for the L. A. district calls for 
three drive-ins and three conven- 
tional houses to share the day-date 
regular run of “The Greatest Show 
On Earth.” 

Ozoners are the Century in In- 
flewood, Olympic in West L. A. 
and El Monte in El Monte. Regular 
houses are the Vogue in Holly- 
wood, California in Huntington 
Park and Roxy in Glendale. Next 
release under the new zoning plan 
will be “Jumping Jacks,” followed 
by “Carrie” and “Son of Paleface.” 


$3,500,000 for ‘Robe’ 


Hollywood, June 24. 
Frank Ross’ “The Robe,” wiiich 
carried a budget of $5,500,0000 at 
RKO and was later sold to 20th- 








a cost of $3,500,000. 


| Even with $2,000,000 lopped off, 
three | the film version of the Lloyd C. 
transferring branches a week until, with those | Douglas novel will be the most 
artment to the | he visited in a previous tour, he expensive production on the Fox 


blot since “Forever Amber.” 
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We're Net Married 


Amusing episodic comedy, 
heavy with star names; aver- 








Hollywood, June 23. 


Twentieth-Fox release of Nunnally 
Johnson production. Stars Ginger Rog- 
ers, Fred Allen, Victor Moore, Marilyn 
Monroe, David Wayne, Eve Arden, Paul 
Douglas, Eddie Bracken, Mitzi Gaynor; 
features Louis Calhern, Zsa Zsa Gabor, 
James Gleason, Paul Stewart, Jane Dar- 
well. Directed by Edmund Goulding. 
Screenplay, Johnson; adaptation, Dwight | 
Taylor; from story by Gina Kaus, Jay | 
Dratler; camera, Leo Tovar; editor, Louis | 

i ‘yri ckrid Pre- 
Loeffler; music, Cyril Mockridge. 
viewed June 20, ’52. Running time, 65 


MINS. 





Ginger Rogers | 


AMONA......-+seeeeeeees 
ree GladwyN. ...eseeees> _Fred Allen | 
Justice of Peace....++++- Victor Seas | 
Annabel Norris....-+++-> -Marilyn Monroe 
Jeff Norris ....eessesesss David Wayne | 
Katie Woodruff ......0+++- Eve Arden | 
Hector Woodruff......-++- Paul Douglas | 


jillie Fisher Eddie Bracken | 
bbe oy Fisher Mitzi Gaynor | 


Frederic Melrose... .+.+++« Louis Calhern | 


J POG... --seceseces Zsa Zsa Gabor 
aan ecveeseces James Gleason | 
Attorney Stone...++6 esess Paul Stewart | 
Mrs. Bush ......«seseseeees Jane Darwell 
Detective Magnus.......+-- Alan Bridge 
Radio Announcer.....+-.--- Harry Golder 
Governor Bush _.....- Victor Sutherland 


Attorney General... ....-+-- Tom Powers 


Organist 


aph Hound... é 
i on oseee Margie Liszt 


Mr. Graves...++++> ...Richard Buckley 
Pwitehell eee eeenens 60 06ers Ralph Dumke 
Pinky ....-.scescccsecvers Lee Marvin 
Marjorie Weaver 
oO. Z. Whitehead 





Ruthie 
Postman. ...cceceereeree 





Amusing possibilities only parti- 
ally realized are offered in this epi- 
sodic comedy, fashioned around 
five couples who find themselves 
illegally wed after several years of 
marriage. Multitude of star names 
gives it marquee dressing, but due 
to uneven writing in some of the 
sequences and necessary brevity of 
the brighter moments, only aver- 
age grosses are anticipated. 

A justice of the peace (Victor 
Moore) performing marriages be- 
fore the authorized date of his ap- 
pointment tees off plottage, which 
revolves around the manner in 
which the various couples respond 
to the situation. Nunnally John- 
son, who both produces and scripts, 
hit upon a capricious idea, but 
where there was opportunity for 
each episode to be gemlike in 
laughs, chuckles rather than guf- 
faws are in order. 

Plenty of entertainment is pro- 
vided, however, in several se- 
quences, most notably that in which 
Ginger Rogers and Fred Allen por- 
tray a Mr. and Mrs. Happiness 
team on radio. Episode is hitari- 
ously enacted as first at home they 
never speak, and in the station 
they constantly bicker. 

Another highlight is the se- 
quence in which Paul Douglas and 
Eve Arden appear, a couple who 
seldom communicate with one an- 


other. Douglas dreams of stepping | 


out every night. Tale here will ap- 
peal strongiy to married specta- 
tors, who doubtless will find much 
to delight them in the pair's rela- 
tionship to each other. 

Marilyn Monroe and David 
Wayne are partnered in another se- 
quence, news reaching them of 
their dilemma just as the wife wins 
the title of “Mrs. Mississippi” in a 
beauty contest. Lightweight fare, 
it serves to display the calendar 
art figure of Miss Monroe. 


Louis Calhern and Zsa Zsa Ga- | 


bor team in another, Miss Gabor 
framing her stuffy millionaire hus- 
band in a divorce action, and Cal- 
hern opening the letter apprising 


him of his marital status just as) 


his spouse and her lawyer are in 
the act of taking him for every- 
thing he has. Fifth episode has 
Eddie Bracken and Mitzi Gaynor 
expecting, and Bracken leaving im- 
mediately for Korea before they 
can re-wed. 

Miss Rogers and Allen are stand- 
outs, both contributing delicious de- 
lineations which pay off sharply in 
laughs. Douglas and Miss Arden al- 
so score decisively, as does Bracken. 
Miss Gaynor has little to do, but 
acquits herself nicely, nevertheless. 
Monroe-Wayne appearance is so 
brief that there is small opportu- 
nity here, apart from the femme’s 
giamor display. Calhern and Miss 
Gabor have smaller chance, too, al- 
though there is clever motivation 
in this sequence. Moore is also a 
standout as the justice, delivering 
his usual brand of comedy. 

Edmund Goulding’s direction 
catches the spirit of the film’s 
premise and plays it up as far as 
script will allow. Technical cred- 
its generally are highly placed. 

Whit. 


Col’s Busy MacDonald 


Hollywood, June 24. 


Columbia handed Wallace Mac- 
Donald production reins on four 
pictures to be filmed during the 
summer and early autumn. 

Films, to be made under the 
general supervision of Robert 
Cohn, are “13 French Sireet.” 
“Jungle Joan,” “Tarawa” = and 
“Ambush at Tomahawk Gap,” 





Ned P % Harry Harvey | 
Chaplain Hall........--.-- Selmer Jackson | 


Island Rescue 


“Island Rescue,” British im- 
port which will open at the 
Park Ave. Theatre, N.Y., Mon- 
day (30), was reviewed from 
London by VARIETY in the is- 
sue of Oct. 24, 1951, under its 
original title of “Appointment 
with Venus.” Produced by 
Betty Box, film stars David 
Niven and Glynis Johns. Uni- 
versal is releasing in the U.S. 
under its U-I Special Films Di- 
vision banner. 

Britain’s wartime resistance 
to the Nazis, wrote Myro, gets 
a new approach in this entry 
for the subject is “treated 
lightly and rates plenty of 
chuckles. Pic should go over 
nicely in the domestic market 
and will make a strong dualer 
in the American territory.” 
Reviewer praised the perform- 
ances of Niven and Miss Johns 
while scripting of Nicholas 
Phillips was also commended. 


ER ALAR ALLE ERTS ARENA MS 
Sally and Saint Anne 








Beguiling, heart-warming com- 
edy, slickly played and with 
good word-of-mouth to help 
playdate chances. 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Universal release of Leonard Goldstein 
production, Stars Ann Blyth, Edmund 
Gwenn: features John MclIntire, Palmer 
| Lee, Hugh O'Brian, Jack Kelly. Directed 
| by Rudolph Mate. Screenplay, James 
| O'Hanlon, Herb Meadow; story, O’Han- 
|} lon; camera, Irving Glassberg; editor, 
| Edward Curtiss; music, Frank Skinner. 
| Previewed June 17, ‘52. Running time, 
| ke MINS. 





Sally O’Moyne......+6 «+.+++- Ann Blyth 
Grandpa peeeeeeeeee- BGmund Gwenn 
Goldsooth MecCarthy...... John Mclintire 
| Johnny Evans.......sese+: Palmer Lee 
| ERAMET . c cn0ccscccssoccoees? Hugh O’Brian 
SPIED, ciccacivwevsbeeneteons .. Jack Kelly 
| MOM... .cccccceccctscecees Frances Bavier 
POD . 02 ccrsccorctocscecces Otto Hulett 
Piote WOPAM....-.0s0c0%. Kathleen Hughes 
Father Kennedy........ George Mathews 
PEE. wes onn0 e908 Beee s Lamont Johnson 
COVERED «6 0 sec os cedsbeseeesee King Donovan 








This is film entertainment to be 
recommended; a beguiling, heart- 
warming comedy that will earn 
|favorable word-of-mouth to help 
|its chances in regular release. 
| While especially appealing to the 
| general family trade, it also of- 
| fers more fun for all types of audi- 
| ences than the title would indicate. 


A warm, human quality prevails 

in telling a tale that deals basical- 
ly with an Irish family’s battle to 
save its home and outwit a con- 
|niving town alderman with .whom 
| it has long feuded. The Leonard 
|Goldstein production, on which 
Anton Leader served as associate 
| producer, provides good physical 
| values and is slickly cast, down to 
the smallest role. 


Rudolph Mate’s understanding 
| direction makes much of the well- 
written James O’Hanlon-Herb 
| Meadow script, which provides the 

backbone for the entertainment. 

| Chuckles are spilling constantly as 
| the comedy is run off, with an un- 
‘derlying religious theme that is 
|used to point up the comedy and 
establish the human quality rather 
than to preach. 


Ann Blyth is wonderfully cast 
as the girl who early in life dis- 
covered that Saint Anne, the 
mother of the Virgin Mary and 
patron saint of young girls, is co- 
operative in answering favors she 
asks for her friends. How she be- 
came acquainted with Saint Anne’s 
powers makes for a_ touching, 
amusing scene early in the film, 
when Miss Blyth is a young girl of 
11. Saint Anne, plays an import- 
ant, if unobtrusive, part in the life 
of the O’Moyne family throughout, 
and the fraternal spirit her pres- 
ence projects is caught in the scene 
|in which Miss Blyth explains to a 
| delicatessen owner that the saint 
| was Jewish, not the Irish lady he 
assumed her to be. 


Plot ramifications are wrapped 
| up in laughs, not the least of which 
j}include the other O’Moyne char- 
jacters. Edmund Gwenn is the 
| grandpop who took to his bed 20 
| years before and has pretended to 
| be at death’s door ever since, just 
because he finds it amusing. It’s 
a delightful characterization. John 
McIntire milks his role as the 
grasping alderman who wants to 
oust the family from its home and 
instead, finds its old, battered 
house nesting next to his swank 
apartment building. 

Frances Bavier and Otto Hulett, 
as mom and pop of the family, 
play the parts broadly and hilari- 
ously. as do Hugh O’Brian, the 
| prize-fighting son, Jack Kelly, the 
magician, and Lamont Johnson, the 
composer offspring. O’Brian’s ring 
sequence, during which he wins an 
impossible fight from an opponent 
with Saint Anne’s help, is top fun, 
as is the scene showing the entire 
family master-minding the removal 
of a tree, with disastrous resu!'s. 
Palmer Lee, Miss Blyth’s romantic 
pursuer, figures nicely in the slight- 
ly wacky doings. Two uncredited 








to get her man, and Robert Nichols, 
the soda-jerk on whom the “bait” 
is first tried. George Mathews 
scores briefly as the parish priest 
who is fed Gp with grandpop’s pro- 
longed “death” throes. 

Picture has been expertly lensed 
by Irving Glassman, rates good 
editing by Edward Curtiss and an 
appropriate music. score from 
Frank Skinner. Brog. 





Holiday for Sinners 





Program melodrama with New 
Orleams' Mardi. Gras_ back- 
ground; for supporting book- 
ings. 





Hollywood, June 23. 
Metro release of John Houseman pro- 
duction. Stars Gig Young. Keenan Wynn, 
Janice Rule; features filliam Campbell, 


| Richard Anderson, Michael Chekhov, San- 


dro Giglio, Edith Barrett, Porter Hall. 
Directed by Gerald Mayer. Screenplay, 
A. I. Bezzerides; based on novel by Ham- 
ilton Basso; camera, Paul Vogel; editor, 
Frederick Y. Smith. Previewed June 11, 
52. Running time, 72 MINS. 


Fame TOME... 6. cvteccccvas Gig Young 
BOO. PIM... we necesovctss= Keenan Wynn 
Susan Corvier.......-- Janice Rule 
Danny Farber......... William Campbell 
Father Victor......... Richard Anderson 
Dr. Konndorff.......... Michael Chekhov 
Sree Sandro Giglio 
Mrs. Comrvie®....ccce cecces Edith Barrett 
ER Dad sdhwdnasted neeen Porter Hall 
Mike Hennighan.......... Ralph Dumke 
WG SOS. 5. wn dnw ees oes Frank de Kova 
Man With Cigar...... ..-.. Will Wright 


Dr. Surtees... ....ccccccecevee Jack Raine 





New Orleans at Madri Gras time 
is the background for the moody 
melodramaties run off in ‘Holiday 
for Sinners.” The results make for 





a minor interesting programmer 
entry slanted for supporting book- 


lings. Cast and direciion are capa- 


ble enough but, more often than 
not, are involved in rather grim 
doings not particularly exciting 
and, too frequently, obscure. 


Within the limits of the plot- 
ting, Gerald Mayer's direction does 
a good job, even achieving a cer- 
tain measure of suspense, as he 
goes about unraveling the plot 
complexities and characters in 72 
minutes of footage. A. L Bezzer- 
ides scripted the John Houseman 
production from a novel by Hamil- 
ton Basso. 

Plot deals principally with Gig 
Young, a doctor, as one of three 
boys who have grown up in a poor 
section of New Orleans. Keenan 
Wynn is another, now a near-blind 
ex-pugilist, and the third is Rich- 
ard Anderson, young priest. On the 
distaff side is Janice Rule, beloved 
by Young, who is fighting to rid 
himself of his thankless patients, 
inherited from a medico father 
who had given his life to succor- 
ing the poor, and go on to research 
abroad. 

Before he can make the final 
break, Wynn kills a fight promoter 
who owes him money and, in turn, 
is killed himself, along with a con- 
niving reporter, William Campbell, 
by the promoter’s gunmen, Frank 
de Kova and Will Wright. This turn 
of fate, along with a few other cir- 
cumstances, convinces Young to 
stay where he is and do his best, 
with Miss Rule at his side. 

Stress is on grim mood projected 
against the frantic Mardi Gras 
holiday, and the players do what 
they can. In individual scenes they 
register well but, overall, the plot 
line is not sufficiently defined to 
make it easy to follow the charac- 
ters through. Also, some of the 
characters are so grimy they be- 
come repulsive. 

Paul Vogel gave the production 
low-key lensing to fit the story 
mood. Brog. 


Cripple Creek 
(COLOR) 





George Montgomery outdoor 
thriller of smuggling in gold- 
rush days; strong situation 
entry. 





Columbia release of Edward Small pro- 
duction. Stars George Montgomery; fea- 
tures Karin Booth, Jerome Courtland, 
William Bishop, Richard Egan. Don Por- 
ter, John Dehner, Roy Roberts, George 
Cleveland. Directed by Ray Naczarro, 
Screenplay, Richard Schayer; camera 
(Technicolor), William V. Skal; editor, 
Richard Fantl; music, Mischa Bakaleini- 
koff. Tradeshown in N. Y., June 20, ’52. 
Running time, 78 MINS- 


a. fae George Montgomery 
Julie Hanson ......... arin Booth 
Larry Galland........ Jerome Courtland 
ff ee eeneres: William Bishop 


| Strap Galland............. Richard Egan 
ony er. genes (046 vd9-90040%5< Don Porter 
m Pn £546 ¢.5@e600 oe Joh 

Marshal Tetheroe co Sous 
“Hardrock” Hanson 


es Roy Roberts 
.. George Cleveland 











Hawkins , hi bmeted Byron Foulger 

‘James Sullivan......... Robert Bice 

NOD... os cécecoes Grandon Rhodes 
} sefty rttsesseeeeeeeeeee » ZON Murray 
1 ashier buses Peter Brocco 
| Winfield Hatton..... Cliff Clark 
| Muldoon....... .....Rohert G. Anderson 
} iN ae aah ¥s.cne Harry Cording 
7 ee hesnwrn Cris Alcaide 
| Outdoor adventure pie packs 


| Plenty of wallop, in a fast-moving, 
early-day ripsnorter about a drive 
|of Federal agents to break up a 
| powerful international go!d-smug- 
|gling ring. It should obuild on 


| word-of-mouth, with the Edward | 


Small production containing many 


roles are excellently played by Alix | meritorious angles. 


Tatton as the girl who shows Miss | Story itself, which is neatly con- 


‘Blyth how to use her natural “bait” 


ceived, depicts the star as a 


White Corridors 


“White Corridors,” British- 
made film scheduled to open 
at the -Trans-Lux 60th St, 
Theatre, N.Y., Saturday (28), 
was reviewed from London by 
VARIETY in the issue of June 
27, 51. Hospital background 
of the picture, opined Myro, 
provides the setting for a 
“tense, emotional drama han- 
dled on adult lines... It merits 
specialized bookings in Amer- 
ica.” Rank Organization is pre- 
senting the import. 

Fine acting marks the pic- 
ture, according to Myro’s ap- 
praisal. Godfrey Tearle “gives 
another distinguished perform- 
ance” as the hospital’s senior 
surgeon while James Donald, 
cast as a pathologist, and Goo- 
gie Withers, as a hospital sur- 
geon in love with him, turn in 
“sterling performances.” Pat 
Jackson directed “crisply.” 
Camerawork by C. Penning- 
ton-Richards is “‘good.” 

a eaeaitemintlanade a 


hard-hitting Government operative 
as handy with his dukes as with a 
six-shooter. Although director Ray 
Nazarro at times allows some 
spurious sequences to creep in, he 
never permiis interest to lag as 
three secret service agents sur- 
mount huge odds to smash a 
clever smuggling gang. 





ploys the old dodge of having the 
Government agents join the out- 
laws in order to unravel the smug- 
gling operation. This leaves the 
trio virtually sitting on top of a 
keg of dynamite most of the time, 
as the smuggling chiefs begin to 
catch up with them. The efforts 
of the three men to ferret out the 
modus operandi and track down 
the hijacked gold shipments being 
shipped out of the country consti- 
tute the bulk of the action, all of 
which is nicely handled with 
suspenseful moments. 

The single romantic touch is 
supplied by Karin Booth, gambling 
hall beauty. But it is secondary, 
and nothing ever comes of it. 
While the Cripple Creek of the 
goldrush days is pictured here as 
far too rugged to be realistic, this 
doesn’t prevent the film from be- 
ing a good meller. 


Montgomery gives a skillful por- 
trayal of the intelligent, hard- 
bitten Government agent who 
leads the battle against the smug- 
glers. Jerome Courtland, as his 
pal and co-worker, also is excel- 
lent. Richard Egan, comparatively 
new toc also chips in with a nice 
role as the unmasked Government 


agent who is shot down. 

Miss Booth, as the gambling hall 
beauty, is effective in a lesser part. 
John Dehner is sufficiently villain- 
ous as the active smuggling leader, 
while William Bishop, as Silver 
Kirby, the gambling house owner 
and undercover chief of the gang, 
also is okay. Roy Roberts, Don 
Porter and George Cleveland suf- 
fice in chief supporting roles. 

Richard Fantl has done a good 
job as editor, while William V. 
Skall contributes topfiight photog- 
raphy. Francis Cugat deserves 
credit for fine work as Technicolor 


consultant. Wear. 
The Rough, Tough West 
(SONGS) 





Minor western programmer in 
the Charles Starrett series. 





Hollywood, June 19. 


Columbia release of Cojbert Clark pro- 
duction, Stars Charles Starrett; features 
Jack Mahoney, Carolina Cotton, Smiley 
Burnette, Pee Wee King and band. Di- 
rected by Ray Nazarro. Written by Barry 
Shipman; camera, Fayte Browne; editor, 
Paul Borofsky; song, Stan Jones. Pre- 
wink June 18, 52. Running time, 54 





Steve Holden ........... Charles Starrett 
Smiley Burnette ........ Smiley Burnette 
Big Jack Mahoney...... Jack Mahoney 
GN 5° 0605000 ees . Carolina Cotton 
DLL GS eevee dss baee a ¥s Marshall Reed 
POCer. WEIRGE ...cccaceeccess Fred Sears 
Jordan MacCrea............. Bert Arnold 
IS, eo 4 60540066 689 Tommy Ivo 
EE SE 550 643-0 00500 « Valeria Fisher 
Ba Se peer rrr Pee Wee King 
ere . Boyd Red Morgan 


Pee Wee ‘King & Band 





As programmer westerns go, this 
is a minor entry for the oater mar- 
ket, featuring tame action and ob- 
scure plotting. Growing kiddie 
fans of Jack Mahoney’s “Range 


their hero is called upon to do in 
his featured role, either, although 


making him appear misguided 
rather than just plain bad. 


Charles Starrett tackles another 





| of his dual roles, with the alter ego 
_again being the Durango Kit. 
| Visiting an ex-Texas Ranger buddy 
|in a small mining town, Starrett 
_ finds the old friend turned greedy 
, and trying to curral all the ranches 
| in the county, so miners trans- 
porting ore across his range will 
| have to pay tribute. Starrett does 
|not like this turn of events, and 
manages to set the old buddy on 
the right path with the aid of the 


Scripter Richard Schayer em-| 


Rider” TV series won't like what | A 


story softens his heavy part by! 





Durango Kid and some mild pro 
, Starrett has littl pie 
as e to 
do other 


acters. Mahoney’s spot is uninter. 
estingly scripted. Carolina Cols 
ton is a listless heroine of scant 
acting ability but shows slightly 
better vocaling “Cause I'm Ip 
Love,” by Stan Jones, and one 
other prairie ballad. Smiley By. 
nette’s comedy never gets going in 
his role as village fire chief. He 
is backed by Pee Wee King and 
his band on two typically rural 
tunes. Among the supporting 
players, Marshall Reed does best 
as Mahoney’s henchman and Tom. 
my Ivo is properly plaintive as a 
little crippled boy. 

Ray Nazarro directed the Col. 
bert Clark production in stock 
fashion from the screen story by 
Barry Shipman. Lensing and other 
technical credits are adequate 


Brog. 
Old Mother Riley 
(Songs) 
(BRITISH) 





Weak Irish comedy; for very 
special situations. 





Bell Pictures release of Renown Pie. 
tures (Harry Reynolds) production. Stars 
Arthur Lucan; features Kitty McShane 
Directed by John Harlow. Screenplay. 
Jackie Marks, Con West; camera, James 
| Wilson; music, George Melachrino. At 
55th St. Playhouse, N. Y., June 19, °52 
Runing time, 69 MINS. ; 


Old Mother Riley........ Arthur Lucan 





PM vin du 60000805 O000 oe Kitty McShane 
Cora oe eccecsseeeececcaces Chili Bouchier 
DORWE 6 5060066h6.060000000 Willer Neal 
Mabel... ...cccceccscees Maureen Riscoe 
EEE + cacaseencekases C. Denier Warren 
Potentate...ceceesesgers- Sebastian Cabot 
Grigsby. ..cevcces e0cecée Fred Groves 
OE ui ot habe dae oth ede Wilfred Babbage 
Saunders... cccccecsesess Paul Sheridan 
Karl oc ebecesceese sconce John Lemesurer 
Ss bo cap ceesegeacnessd Arthur Gomez 





“Old Mother Riley” is a slapstick 
Irish comedy which offers little ap- 
peal for most situations. Film's 
best market appears to lie in 
“Irish Night” shows or in neigh- 
borhoods where there’s a sizable 
Irish population. Cast is unknown 
to American audiences. 


Flimsy yarn concerns a scullery 
maid who’s named to manage a 
swank hotel by a whim of the pro- 
prietor. He then goes off on a 
vacation for his health, leaving her 
in charge. Unfortunately, the 
maid’s administration is marred by 
a jewel theft and she’s hustled off 
to jail as the prime suspect. 

Script. is also peppered with 
bickerings between employees, a 
variety of pratfalls and even a 
custard-pie throwing sequence in 
the final reel. A St. Patrick’s Day 
party marked by some Irish jigs, 
plus the songs of Kitty McShane 
and Willer Neal, gives a change of 
pace to the hectic goings-on. 

Arthur Lucan has a _ thesping 
field day in the title role. Garbed 
in an elderly lady’s attire, he gives 
the part a rollicking quality. Miss 
McShane is fair as the daughter- 
receptionist, while Neal is adequale 
as her fiance. They sing “I'll 
Take You Home ‘Again, Kathleen” 
and “Galway Bay” in acceptab'e 
fashion. Other players provide 
routine support. 

Harry Reynolds produced for 
Renown Pictures Corp. at Britain's 
Nettlefold Studios. Physical back- 
grounds are modest and indicate a 
limited budget. Camerawork of 
James Wilson is good, as is the 
George Melachrino = 

ilb. 





Red Snow 


Old Eskimo footage up-dated 
with modern plot dealing with 
U.S. vigilance in Bering Strait; 
exploitable in some bookings. 


. Hollywood, June 20. 

Columbia release of Boris L. Petroff 
production. Stars Guy Madison, Ray 
Mala, Carole Mathews, Gloria Saunders, 
Robert Peyton; features Philip Ahn, Tony 
Benroy, Richard Emory, Gordon Barnes, 
Muriel Maddox, Bert Arnold, John Bleifer, 
Gene Roth. Direc by Petroff an 
Harry S. Franklin. Screenplay, Tom Hub- 
bard, Orville H. Hampton; based on story 
by Robert Peters; camera, Paul Ivano; 
Alaskan unit director, Ewing Scott: edi- 
tors, Merrill White, Albert Shaff; musi¢ 
score, Alex Alexander, June Starr. Pre: 
viewed June 19, 752. “Running time " 











Lieut. Johnson.........+:- Guy _ Madison 
a WEEE, . ccaccceeoe Ray Mala 
a Carole Mathews 

lak . cectsoccccoces Gloria Saunders 
Major Bennett..... we.+.-Robert Peyton 

Rhy 0 v0 pedu cbaebas oveeet ss John Bryant 
t . SeaerrrnayT Richard Vath 
| TURIU ....-sseaseeeeeeeeess Philip Aha 
Se MPO... Sas aees disse Tony Benroy 
Capt. MacLofiin....ccccec.: Gordon Barnes 
; Commissar Volgan........- John Bleifer 
| Major Duboff.........--. Gene Rot 
— SS eqaesteeree Muriel Maddox 
Co. FE a bseened 66048 Robert Bice 
So" Ber Renny McEvoy 
| ares bebeeeees Bert Arnold 
| StOME.......ccrccccsccvee. Richard Emory 
| Long cepedeeeeoeeese Richard Pinner 
| seer Shawn: oo meh dex George Pembroke 
oe, eek iteee as Robert Carson 
Ee Or err re William Fletcher 
hr Officer ......+.>. Richard Barron 
| An up-dated plot covering | es 
|defensive measures in the “T 
jnorth ties together a lot 0! hr 

ol 


| stock footage depicting Eskim 
(Continued on page 20) 
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The dream of an exploitation 
man’s lifetime apparently is going 
e true for the United Artists 


om 
wat men who handle Samuel Full- 
er’s indie “Park Row.” There 


should be no question about news- 
- assistance on this one — 


aper 
nal of newspapers around the 
country have already notified 


er of their willingness to Co- 
porns and have asked how they 
can help when the film opens in 
their respective cities. Fuller ex- 
pects to have several hundred such 
pledges by the time the film goes 
into release late this summer. 
press interest, of course, is based 
on the film’s delineation of the 
story of journalism in the U. S. 
It is dedicated ‘to all the daily 
newspapers in the U. S. — each 
of which gets billing through an 
opening gimmick, which has spur- 
red the offers of cooperation. Bill 
ing is established by a two-minute 
montage, ahead of the main title 
cr_dits, which reproduces the mast- 
heads of each of 1,772 dailies in 
the country. 





Fuller wrote to editors of the} 


individual papers .last year, ex- 
plaining his project. Response was 
immediate and almost overwhelm- 
ing. Most of the editors and pub- 
lishers who responded cautiously 
added that they would be “glad 
to aid’ the project, which they felt 
would be of service to the news- 
papers in general. 

Most of the daution has disap- 
peared now, in the wake of a spe- 
cial screening Fuller held at the 
American Newspaper Publishers 
Assn. convention in New York sev- 
eral weeks ago. Film was warmly 
greeted by the assembled publish- 


(Continued on page 20) 


Red Probers Calling 140 
For Sept. Coast Sessions, 
But Minority in Show Biz 


Los Angeles, June 24. 


House Un-American Activities 
Committee will resume its hearings 
here Sept, 2. Earlier plans to send 
the full committee to California 
have been dropped in favor of a 
three-man sub-committee, .consist- 
ing of chairman John S. Wood 
(D., Ga), Clyde Doyle (D., Cal.) 
and Donald L. Jackson (R., Cal.). 
Other regular members of the 
committee will be busy election- 
eering, 

Committee is expected to hear 
about 140 witnesses during the 
Califoria sessions, although only 
80 subpoenas have been served 
thus far. Most of the witnesses are 
Connected with Coast medicine, 
law and defense plants, with the 
minority allied with the amuse- 
ment business. About half of these 
are in the film industry and the 
har are in radio and TV. It's re- 
ing reported that no prominent 
hens names are involved in the 
‘earings. Most of those subpoenaed 


rnd been named in previous ses- 


Coast Local Bounces Grip 
For Commie Membership 


Hollywood, June 14. 
anne, R. Perlin, member of Stu- 
bell “m Local 80, IATSE, was ex- 

oe the union after he had 
nd ound guilty of Communist 
“tefl membership and activities. 
ee one of the two IATSE 
te he ah out of a total of 17,000 
the accused in testimony before 
Commie’ Un-American Activities 
B ee. The other was Leon 


ecKer sound 
oe ll man, ~ 
Ported ‘in To ng currently re 


James L, 











; Noblitt, busi " 
tears. , business re 
oe, of Local 80, saneunena 
the, Pulsion after a trial before 
M. Ban vership, conducted by Roy 
repress Ve", IATSE international 
Wood evctive, Perlin, a Holly- 
under “sis —— 1935, is currently 
th : na to appear ; 
© House Committee. — 










Exploitation Man's Dream Come True; 


Press to Go All Out for Fuller Film 


Hollywood, June 24. + 





Sisk Gets WB Release 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Robert Sisk asked for and got 
his release from a Warner pro- 
ducer pact to prep plans for a 
personal project he’s assembling. 

He was on the Valley lot a little 
more than a year, making ‘This 
Woman Is Dangerous” and “Man 
Behind the Gun.” 


Mason Suit. Off, 
Repays Korda 506 


Sir Atexander Korda withdrew 
his suit to recover a $50,000 ad- 
vance to James Mason, after the 
actor returned the full amount in 
an out-of-court settlement last 
week. Actor, it’s understood, wasn’t 





required to pay either costs or in- | 
terest under terms of the adjust- | 


ment. Trial of the action originally 
was to have been held in a London 
court around June 12, but was post- 
poned at Mason’s request. 


Case stems from a gentleman’s 
agreement which Korda claims he 
had with Mason, calling for the 
star to appear in a film for him. 
Mason was paid $50,000 on his 
arrival in New York three years 
ago. Money was turned over to the 
actor at that time by Morris Hel- 


| prin, Korda’s U. S. rep. 


But, Korda subsequently charged, 
Mason rejected every script offered 
him. Star asserted he would make 
the picture when a suitable script 
was submitted to him. Trial of the 
suit was delayed when Mason gave 
notice that he would be unable to 
appear. Helprin planed to London 
June 10 for the legal proceedings 
and returned to N. Y. over the 
weekend following the settlement 
in London by Mason’s lawyers. 
Actor is in Hollywood. 


KORDA BUYS LONDON 
‘MURDER’ FOR FILMING 


London, June 24. 

“Dial ‘M’ for Murder,” a first 
play by Frederick Knott and 
originally presented as a TV serial, 
has been purchased by Sir Alexan- 
der Korda for filming. Producer 
closed the deal shortly before the 
thriller’s stage version opened at 
the Westminster Theatre here 
Thursday (19). Picture is slated 
to go into production soon. 

“Murder’s” preem at the West- 
minster resulted in favorable no- 
tices, which indicate a healthy run. 
Likewise, the meller scored neatly 





when shown on TV. Play was pro- | 
duced by James P. Sherwood, with | 


Jane Baxter and Emrys Jones 
starred. Maurice Evans reportedly 
wants to import it for Broadway. 


Metro Plans Big-Scale 
‘Cry’; Casts Lana Turner 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Originally planned as a modest 
budgeter, Metro has taken “Why 
Should I Cry?” 
Charles Schnee production unit; 
cast Lana Turner in it, and made 
plans for larger scale production. 

Studio took it off the schedule of 
producer Sidney Franklin, Jr., and 
will shortly assign a new producer. 


2506 ‘Plunder’ Deal 


Hollywood, June 24. 
John Wayne and Robert Fellows 
put up $250,000 in a package deal 
to produce “Plunder in the Sun,” 
based on an original screenplay by 
Jonathan Latimer. 
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STRING LINEUP 


Far from withholding good prod- | 
uct during the hot summer months, 
|}as a number of exhibitors have 
|charged, the majors this week 

maintained that they’ve gone out 
of their way to make top pix avail- 
able during dog days. While a 
| check shows that the eight distrib- 
utors are moving only 70 pictures 
into release in June, July and Au- 
| gust this year, compared to 76 for 
| the same quarter in ’51, the overall 
quality of current features report- 
| edly is better. 
Insiders do admit, however, that | 
| the majors have sluffed off June— | 
that’s always a bad playing time 
and no one (except perhaps Metro) | 
wanted to chance it. This admis- | 
sion is in line with a recent blast | 
made against the distribs by Leon- | 
ard Goldenson, prez of United Par- | 
| amount Theatres. He contended | 
that the companies’ practice of 
leaving a “‘hiatus period in the re- 
lease of important pictures” hurts 
all exhibitors. 








| pub-ad chief Jerry Pickman points 
{out that his company is pushing 
(hard for summer dates. It’s set 
| Martin & Lewis’ “Jumping Jacks” 


ifor July distribution, although the | 


Hal Wallis production was only 


‘completed a couple months ago. 


But at Paramount, for example, | 





DISTRIRS CLAIM Bad Biz an Old Story, Sez Treasury: 


1,335 Exhibs Operated in Red in ‘49 


Pix Prescription 


Sam Rinzler, head of the 
Randforce circuit and dean of 
New York metropolitan area 
exhibs, uses a medical analogy 
to describe the ills currently 
endured by the film industry. 

No one goes to bed with a 
cold, Rinzler says, because no 
cure has yet been found for 
the common ailment. How- 
ever, he points out that when 
it reaches the pneumonia stage 
there is a cure, since there are 
many modern drugs to combat 
the disease. 

That, Rinzler avers, is just 
like the film biz. “Maybe we'll 
find a cure when we contact 
pneumonia. Right now we're 
only in the bad cold stage,” he 
says. 








Pathe, UA in Row 
Re Rentals Split 


Row between United Artists and 
Pathe Industries over division of 





Washington, June 24. 

| New complaints of bad business 
| by exhibitors adds interest to the 
fact that as far back as 1949, some 
1,335 film theatre corporations op- 
erated in the red. The 1949 fig- 
ures have just been released by 
| the Secretary of the Treasury. 

These corporations said in their 
income tax returns for 1949 biz 
that they had a deficit of $5,893,000 
for the year, on gross receipts of 
$98,035,000. 

The exhibitors, however, got off 
lucky, compared with some pro- 
ducers. Tax returns showed that 
632 producing corporations lost 
$16,877,000 on a gross business of 
| $215,358,000. 
| There was, however, a much 
| brighter side to the motion picture 
| situation. There were 3,126 ex- 
hibiting corporations running at a 
profit. Their gross receipts were 
$665,707,000; their net income 
$93,730,000, and they paid out cash 
| dividends of $24,522,000. Also, 432 
producing corporations were on 
the black side of the ledger. They 
reported gross receipts of $1,066,- 
119,000, from which they earned 
a net of $89,006,000 and paid their 
stockholders $50,741.000 in divi- 
dends. 


The _ profit-earning 


| 
| 
| 
| 





producers 


| Likewise, it has tagged “The Great-| film rentals coin has lawyers on| 8ave Uncle Sam $31,631,000 in in- 


| est Show on Earth” for regular re- 

{lease in July, and accepted 

| Brooklyn date for the film in June. 

Moreover, a flock of extra prints 
(Continued on page 17) 


Goldstein Wants 
Residual Rights 





Leonard Goldstein, who was east | 
last week, said he’s interested only 
in a production deal where he'd 
own negatives, so that he could get 
capital gains and not merely serve 
as a “tax collector” for the Gov- 
| ernment. Goldstein recently left 
|his production berth at Universal- 
| International and has been talking 
‘with a number of companies on a 
ae deal. ,. 

One he’s been huddling with is | 
| Columbia. It’s understood he talked | 
|with Col prez Harry Cohn when 
| both were in New York early last 
| week, 
| What Goldstein wants is a pact 





| 
| 





similar to that of Stanley Krater, | before the ELC acquisition by UA, | free on television. 


whereby the producer owns nega- | 


tives and Col arranges bank financ- | 
ing, and provides second money | 
and guarantees. F 

Asked if his twin brother, Rob- 
ert, former eastern studio rep for | 
U and now on the lot, would ac- 
| company him to a new post, Gold- 
|stein said he’s tied to U by a con- 
{tract until Dec. 31. 

Goldstein said he had called off | 
his contemplated trip to Europe} 
|in a desire to get his production | 
|setup settled. He left New York, 
for Cleveland and went from there | 
to the Coast Sunday (22). 





Lopert in Co-Production 


| Ilya Lopert, prez of Lopert Films | 
Distributing Corp., who sailed for | 
Europe last week on the Constitu- | 
tion, will discuss a number of co-| 
| production deals with various conti- | 

nental filmmakers during his seven- | 

week stay abroad, 
| France and Italy. 





in England, | 


| both sides talking in terms of a 
; court contest. It’s understood that 
Pathe believes there hasn’t been 
sufficient payoff on indie pix in 
| which it has an interest and which 
are being distributed by UA. 
Pathe admits that it owes the dis- 
| trib some cash but states this is 


| short of the amount to which it, 


| Pathe, is entitled. Controversy 
| stems from the UA purchase of 
Pathe subsid, Eagle Lion 


the 
| Classics, on April 28, 1951. 


° | On one count, Pathe In {ts com- 
| plaint asserts that it owns a num- 
I uc ion @ dist of films which UA has been 


distributing but has not collected 
its full share of the distribution 
revenue. Among the pix on which 
Pathe claims to have full owner- 


|ship are “Tulsa” and “Man from | 


Texas.” Secondly, Pathe states 
that monies which should ‘have ac- 
crued to it, covering rentals of 
product prior to the April 28 take- 
over date, were not turned over by 
UA. These were listed as “ac- 
counts receivable.” 

Pathe admits there’s some in- 
come to which VA is entitled, but 
wants an overall accounting before 
this is handed over. The coin 


| 
| New 





covers pix sold outright in foreign 
areas, such as three in Switzerland, 


come taxes. 

| Amusement corporations outside 
| the motion picture field reported a 
| grimmer situation in 1949 than did 
| pix. Only 2,822 corporations re- 
| ported a profit, as against 4,008 
| which said they were in the red 
| for the year. 

The 2,822 compiled receipts of 
(Continued on page 15) 


| 
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New England Exhibs Group 


} 
| 
} 


_ Raps Rep on Pix Sale To 
| TV, UA for % Sales Policy 


Boston, June 24. 

Independent Exhibitors,  Inc., 
England exhib group affill- 
ated with National Allied, takes a 
poke at Republic and United Art- 
ists this week in its current bulle- 
tin. Organization raps Rep for 
selling some of its old product to 
TV, while UA’s percentage sales 
policy on “African Queen” comes 
in for sharp criticism. 

“Before Allied Caravan members 
negotiate with Republic on ‘The 
Quiet Man’,” the bulletin warns, “it 
might be wise to pause and medi- 
tate on the number of pictures 
that have been sold by Republic 
and are being sold to be shown 
Furthermore, 





but which played after the take-| Allied Caravan members, should 


over. 


DECISION STALLED ON 





inform their Republic salesmen of 
their dissatisfaction with the com- 
pany’s television policies.” 

In cracking the whip at UA, the 


MPIC’S ‘LOYALTY BD.’ sistriv “has ator of gal... to 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Motion Picture Industry Council 
postponed, until its next monthly 
meeting, the clarification of its 
“Loyalty Board,” a proposed com- 
mittee to pass on charges of “un- 
Americanism” among film workers. 
Thus far the Screen Actors Guild 
has okayed the proposal, but the 
Screen Writers Guild and _ the 
Screen Directors Guild have re- 
fused to vote on it, preferring to 


| ; | wait until they take th ti 
Deal Talks in Europe tetore'their members. 


Meanwhile, the Artists Managers 
Guild has asked a reduction of its 
annual MPIC dues from $2,200 to 
$1,500. If this is granted, the Pro- 


ducers Guild and SWG will ask | 


reductions of their $2,500 annual 
dues. 


Arthur Freed was nominated as 


| Lopert Films and the City In-| veepee of MPIC, which means that 


Glenn Ford as male star and John tures to be made by London Films, 
Farrow as director and will bé re-|as well as a new Carol Reed pic- 
leased by Warners under a two-,ture to be lensed in Tangiers. 


picture distribution pact. 
Ford draws $125,000 for 


work; Farrow gets $100,000 plus a: Duvivier film due to roll July 
percentage of the profits, and Lati-| He'll also huddle with Sidney Box | Murphy; 


mer $25,000 with a percentage. 





| While in Paris, Lopert expects to 


jin London. 


It calls for vesting Co. are financing three pic-| he will become president auto- 
| matically next year. Bill Thomas 
| was nameé chairman of the public 


| relations committee, succeeding 


| Dore Schary, who resigned because 


his| wrap up a deal for a new Julien| of other duties. Other new mem- 
14.| bers of the committee are George 
Duke Wales and Everett 


Hayes. 


|insist on a ‘must-percentage’ pol- 
| icy in many territories on ‘African 
| Queen,’ as high as 40° to 50%. 
| Wasn't this the company that ap- 
| pealed to exhibitors to help it out 
‘only a few months back when it 
|was in great financial trouble? 
'Many Allied members came to the 
rescue and prostituted their screens 
|in order to help liquidate some of 
the UA product and its Eagle Lion 
| epics.” 


| 





Circuit Ops Agree Biz 
Is Off But Differ on % 


| While nearly all are agreed that 
| business is off, there’re some dif- 
| ferences on the extent. Al Licht- 
man, director of distribution for 
20th-Fox, told_a Council of Motion 
Picture Organizations meeting in 
New York last week that income is 
about 40% under the 1948-49 level. 
Sam Pinanski, Boston circuit oper- 
ator, said he more or less agreed. 

H. A. Cole, Dallas circuit op, 
disagreed. He said his operations 
are about 12% below the top pros- 
perity level. But, Cole added, his 
overhead expense has risen 25°. 
and that’s the big difficulty. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 
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Telethon Doesn't Hurt Top L.A. Pix; 
Pat’ Bangup $26,000, ‘River’ Sturdy 
256, Tibet’ Slow 176, ‘Outcast’ 166 





Los Angeles, June 24. + 


First-runs with lightweight new 
bills are using the Saturday's 
(21) giant telethon as a convenient 
excuse for slow biz this stanza. 
However, “Pat and Mike a and 
“The River’ need no alibis. Pat 
looks neat $26,000 in two choahees 
to pace the deluxers. is 
end pleasing $25,000 
situations, — above average at 

owntown house. 

=" slow $17,000 is seen for 
“Storm Over Tibet” in three spots 
while “Outcast of Islands shapes 
mild $16,000 or close in two sites. 
“Without Weene is — for 
ight $10,000 in three houses. — 

a in White Suit” and En- 
core” are continuing profitable 

s in sureseaters. 
sie Estimates for This Week 

Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola (FWC) (2,097; 2,048; 1,719; 
1.248: 70-$1.10)—“River” (UA) and 
“Red Planet Mars” (UA). Pleasing 
$25,000. Last w aS ~. PRerscer 

veen” (UA) and “Royal Journey 
(UA) (24 wk-6 days), $20,000. 

Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 

(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344; 70-$1.10) 
— “Storm Over Tibet” (Col) and 
“Red Snow” (Col). Slow $17,000. 
Last week, “3 For Bedroom Cc 
WB), $12,300. 
; Loew’s State, Egyptian (UATC) 
(2,404; 1,538; 70-$1.10)—‘Pat and 
Mike” (M-G) and “Rough, Tough 
West” (Col) (Loew’s only). Socko 
$26,000 or over. Last week, “Skirts 
Ahoy” (M-G) and “Glory Alley 
(M-G) (2d wk), $17,300. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 
752; 2,812; 70-$1.10)—“Outcast of 
Islands” (UA) and “Confidence 
Girl” (UA). Mild $16,000. Last 
week, “Clash By Night” (RKO) and 
“Leave to Marines” (Lip) (2d wk), 
$20,200. 

Los Angeles Paramount, Hawaii | 
(UPT-G&S) (3,300; 1,106; 65-$1.20) | 
—Walk East on Beacon” (Col) 
and “Montana Territory” (Col) (2d 





wk). Nice $12,000. Last week, 
$19,500. 

United Artists, Hollywood Para- 
mount (UATC-F&M-FWC) (2,100; 
1,430; 70-$1.10) — “Scarlet Angel” 
(U) and “Just Across Street’ (U) 
(2d wk-3 days). Slim $4,000. Last 
week, with Ritz (1,370; 70-$1.10), 
oke $13,500. 

Orpheum, Vogue, Ritz (Metro- 
politan-FWC) (2,213; 885; 1,370; 70- 
$1.10) —““Without Warning” (UA) 
and “House 1,000 Women” (Indie). 
Light $10,000. Last week, “Atomic 
City” (Par) and “Gold Raiders” 
(UA), $7,100. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679; 80-$1.20) 
—"Man White Suit” (U) (4th wk). 
Fast $4,500. Last week, $4,800. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2.296; 80-$1.50) 
—‘“Ivory Hunter” (U) (5th wk). 
Dull $1,500. Last week, $2,300. 

Four Star (UATC) (900; 85-$1.20) 
—"“Encore” (Par) (8th wk). Near 
$3,000. Last week, fancy $2,900. 

Canon (ABC) (520; $1.20) — 
“Prize” (Indie) (5th wk). Mild $1,- 
000. Last week, $1,200. 


Hub Still Lags Albeit 
‘Lydia’ Fairish $12,000; 
‘Carbine’ Sluggish 1936 


Boston, June 24. 

Afternoon biz at downtown first- 
runs is way off with night activity 
fairish but insufficient to pull any- 
thing but mild overall take. “Lydia 
Bailey” at Memorial and “Carbine 
Williams” at Orpheum and State 
shape as leaders, but both are un- 
exciting. “3 For — Gr -a 
Met is dull while “Carson City” at 
Paramount and Fenway looks slug- 
gish. “Outcasts of Islands” in sec- 
ond frame at Astor is not too bad 
with “Encore” in second stanza at 
Exeter holding fairly well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,500; 50-95)— 
“Outcast of Islands” (UA) (2d wk). 
Okay $5,000 following below hopes 
$6,000 for first. 

Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (682; 
50-$1.20)—“Tomorrow Too Late” 
(Burstyn) (5th wk). Nice $4,000. 
Last week, $5,000. 

Boston (RKO) (3,000; 40-85)— 

(UA) and “Tulsa” 


“Red River” 

(UA) (reissues). Thin $5,000. Last 
week, “Green Glove” (UA) and 
“Lady Says No” (UA), $8,500. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 60-80)— 
“Encore” (Par) (2d wk). Fine $7,- 
000 after $8,000 first week. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
“Carson City” (WB) and “Man on 
Run” (Indie). Mild $3,200. Last 
week, “Dream of Jeanie” (Rep) 
and “Wild Stallion” (Mono), same. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-85)— 

(Continued on page 22) 





| 500 initial stanza. 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





This Week ...... $429,100 
(Based on 19 theatres) 
Last Year ..... .. .$374,000 


(Based on 17 theatres) 


————$_—__—_ 


Clash’ Crisp 156 
Tops Slow St. Loo 


St. Louis, June 24. 
Trade at first-run houses is spot- 
ty here this session. “Clash By 
Night,” solid at the Missouri, and 
“Marrying Kind” at Loew’s, look 
to be frontrunners. “Man in White 
Suit” still ts big for second ses- 
sion in two houses. Sweltering 

heat is hurting trade generally. 

Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60-75) 
—"“Kangaroo” (20th) and “Winning 
Team” (WB) (m.o.). Fair $8,500. 
Last week, “Walk East on Beacon” 
(Col) and “Paula” (Col), $9,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75)— 
“Lydia Bailey” (20th) and “Rose 
of Cimarron” (20th). Opened today 
(Tues.). Last week, “Carson City” 
(WB) and “Okinawa” (Col), mild | 
$11,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Marrying Kind” (Col) and “Yank 
in Indo-China” (Col). Nice $14,500. 
Last week, “When in Rome” (M-G) 
and “Young Man With Ideas” 
(M-G), $11,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-75)— 
“Clash by Night” (RKO) and “Loan 
Shark” (Lip). Solid $15,000. Last 
week, “Winning Team” (WB) and 
“Gobs and Gals” (Col), $8,500. 

Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; 
75-90) —"‘Man in White Suit” (U) 
(2d wk). Big $3,000 following $3,- 








Shady Oak (St. L.-Amus.) (800; 
75-90)—“‘Man in White Suit” (U) 
(2d wk). Big $4,000 after $4,500 
opening session. 


SKIRTS’ SMOOTH 136, 
PORT.; ‘KANGAROO’ 106) 


Portland, Ore., June 24. 

First-runs boast some strong 
product here this round, but the 
big coin is not rolling into the 
boxoffice. The hot weather and 
transient name attractions are no 
help, naturally. “Skirts Ahoy” 
looms standout at Liberty, being 
sock “Kangaroo” shapes disap- 
pointing in two spots. 
spots. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,850; 65- 
90) — “Scarlet Angel” (U) and 
“Pool of London” (U). So-so 
$6,000. Last week, “About Face” 





(WB) &nd “Bal Tabarin” (Rep), 
$10,000. 

Guild (Parker) (400; 65-90) — 
“Encore” (Par) (2d wk). Fine 


$2,500. Last week, $3,500. 
Liberty (Hamrick) (1,850; 65-90) 

—"Skirts Ahoy” (M-G) and “Any- 

thing Can Happen” (Par). Terrific 





$13,000. Last week, “Girl in| 
(Continued on page 22) 


‘ANGEL’-VAUDE LOFTY 
$21,000 IN DRAB D. C. 


Washington, June 24. 

Main stem biz continues slow but 
is slightly better than last : 
“Scarlet Angel” at Loew's Capitol, 
backed up by a stageshow headed 
by Don Cornell and Hope Zee, 
looks liveliest in recent weeks. “No 
Room For The Groom” is neat at 
Keith’s. “Scaramouche” acquired 
new life in its second stanza at 
Loew’s Palace and is steady in 
third week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew’s) (3,434; 55-95)— 
“Scarlet Angel” (U) plus vaude. 
Lively $21,000. Last week, ‘Girl 
in White” (M-G) plus vaude, 
$18,000. mee 

Dupont (Lopert) (372; 50- —_ 
“Navajo” (Lip) (2d wk-4 days). So- 
so $2,000 after $3,000 last week. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 50-85) — 
“No Room for Groom” (U). Neat 
$9,000. Last week, “Just Across 
Street” (U), $8,000. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,200; 50- 
80)—"“Flaming Feather” (Par). Nice 
$5,000. Last week, “Dream of 
Jeanie”~(Rep), $3,500. 

Ontario (K-B) (1,424; 44-74) — 
“Captive City” (UA). Good $7,000. 
Last week, “River” (UA) (2d wk), 
$6,000. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 50-80) — 
“Scaramouche” (M-G) (3d-final wk). 
Brisk $10,000. Last week, $14,000, 
over hopes. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (485; 50-$1)— 
“Marrying Kind” (Col) (3d_ wk). 
Holding at good $5,000 after $6,000 
last week. Stays. 

Warner (WB) (2,174; 50-80)—‘3 
For Bedroom C” (WB). Sad $8,000. 
Last week, “Carson City” (WB), 
$8,500. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 60-$1) — 
“Encore” (Par) (6th wk). Better 
than last week at good $4,500. Last 
week, $4,000. Holds again. 


Omaha OK; ‘Clash 
Lusty at $6,500 


Omaha, June 24. 


Heat and a succession of rain- 
storms did not do the boxoffice 
much good although there are 
some signs of life currently. Best 
bet looks like “Clash By Night,” 
lusty at the Brandeis. The Or- 
pheum, with “Lydia Bailey” and 
“Slaughter Trail” shapes fairish. 
“Lion and Horse” looks in same 
category at the Omaha. The new 
shows broke the day following the 
hottest run of June weather in 
history. Temperature hit 100 de- 
grees for five days in a_ row, 
then tapered off a little. 

Estimates for This Week 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-70) 
— “Lion and Horse” (WB) and 
“Hoodlum Empire” (Rep). Fairish 
$6,000. Last week, “Denver Rio 
Grande” (Par) and “Atomic City” 
(Par), $6,500. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
70)— “Lydia Bailey” (20th) and 
“Slaughter Trail” (RKO). Modest 
$9,500 or near. Last week, “Win- 
ning Team” (WB) and “Long Dark 
Hall” (UA), $9,000. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-70)— 
“Clash By Night” (RKO). Strong 
$6,500 or close. Last week, “The 
Sniper” (Col) and “Yank in Indo- 
China” (Col). $6,000. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 25-75)— 
“Wild North” (M-G) (2d wk) and 
“Two Dollar Bettor’ (Realart). 
Fine $4,500. Last week, “North” 





‘solo, $5,000. 





King Kong’ Huge $22,000, Cincy Ace; 


‘Lydia’ Stout 96, 


Cincinnati, June 24. 

Sensational “King Kong,” smash 
at Palace, is bulging this week’s 
overall take at major stands. Re- 
vival’s great showing has trade 
thinking diverted from _ hot 
weather. Extensive bally and ad 
drive certainly helped. “Scara- 
mouche” in Albee leads the new 
pix in good style. “Lydia Bailey” 
has the Capitol in brisk stride and 
“Sound Off” looks wholesome for 
the Grand. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75) — 
“Scaramouche” (M-G). Good $13,- 
000. Last week, “Pat and Mike” 
(M-G), $15,500. 

Capitel (Mid-States) (2,000; 55- 
75)—“Lydia Bailey” (20th). Swell 
$9,000. Last week, “Denver Rio 
Grande” (Par), $5,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75) — 





“Sound Off” (Col) and “Montana 


Scaramouche 13 


Territory” (Col), Nice 
Last week, “Girl in White” (M-G) 
and “Glory Alley” (M-G), same. 
Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542; 55- 
75)—“No Room for Groom” (U) 
and “Bronco Buster” (U). So-so 


| $5,000. Last week, “Kangaroo” 
| (20th), $7,000. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 55-75) — 


“Geisha Girl” (Indie) and “Orien- 
tal Evil’ (Indie) split with “Gang 
War” (Indie) and “Mad Killer” 
(Indie). Fairish $4,500. Last week, 
“Clash By Night” (RKO) (m.o.), 
$5,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75) — 
“King Kong” (RKO) and “Leopard 
Man” (RKO) (reissues). Revived 
thriller on rampaging getaway 
bids to hit terrific $22,000. Ex- 
ploitation drive included two- 
week barrage of TV and radio an- 
nouncements and tagging of films 
and newscasts. Last week, ‘“Cali- 
fornia Conquest” (Col), $9,500. 


Intensive Ad Drive Ups King Kong’ 
To Terri $32,000, Det; Pat’ Oke 11¢ 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ...... $2,134,700 
(Based on 23 cities, 297 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 





ing N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Wear ...<...- $1,981,000 


(Based on 24 cities, and 195 
theatres.) 


—————— 


Lovely’ Lively 
$18,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, June 24. 

Rain and cooler weather kept 
back the usual hot weather exodus 
over the past weekend.* Result is 
better biz than in recent weeks. 
“Lovely to Look At” shapes big at 
the Randolph while “Lydia a 
is shaping almost as strong at the 
Fox. “3 for Bedroom C” is barely 
oke at the Boyd. “Scaramouche” 





$$$ —— 





sion. “Outcast of Islands” is rated 
just okay at the Stanley. 
Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (S&S) (625; 85-$1.20)— 
“Scaramouche” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Smash $14,000 or less. Last week, 
$15,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-S9)—‘3 for 
Bedroom C” (WB). Oke $9,000. 
Last week, “Wild Heart” (RKO), 
$6,500. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—“Lydia 
Bailey” (20th). Fine $17,500. Last 
week, “Kangaroo” (20th) (3d wk), 
$6,000 in 5 days. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)—“Clash by Night” (RKO) (3d 
wk). Good $13,000. Last week, 
$15,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Ivory Hunter” (U) (2d wk). Dull 
$9,000. Last week, $11,000. 
Midtown (Goldman) (1,200: 50- 
99)—“‘Brave Warrior” (Col). Mild 
$6,500. Last week, “Scarlet Angel” 
(U), $6,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500: 50- 
99)—“Lovely to Look At” (M-G). 
Big at $18,000 or close. Last week, 
“Paula” (Col), $13,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,900; 50-99)— 
“Outcast of Islands’ (UA). Oke 
$12,000. Last week, “California 
Conquest” (Col), $10,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,473; 50-99)— 
“Red River’ (UA), and “Tulsa” 
(UA) (reissues). Lively $11,000. 
Last week, “Denver, Rio Grande” 
(Par), $7,000. 

Studio (Goldberg) (500; 55-99)— 
“Man in White Suit” (U) (7th wk). 
Big $2,800. Last week, $3,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 85-$1.20) 
—‘“My Son John” (Par) (8th wk.-4 
a, Mild $2,000. Last week, 


World (G&S) (500; 50-99)—“Miss 


Italia” (Lux). Fair $3,500. Last 
week, reissues. 


Pat’ Tall $13,000 Best 





: Denver, June 24. 

Dog-racing season opened last 
week with near-capacity crowds 
and the impact is being felt at 
first-run boxoffices here. Two pix 
are holding up despite this. “Pat 
and Mike” at Broadway shapes 
smash while “Man in White Suit” 
at Vogue looms big. Latter is hold- 
ing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 40-85) — 
“Montana Territory” (Col) and 
“Yank in Indo-China” (Col), day- 
date with Tabor, Webber. Fair $6,- 
500. Last week, “Brave Warrior” 
‘Col) and “Thief Damascus” (Col), 


$7,000. | $6,000 


Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,200; 40- 
85)—“Pat and Mike” (M-G). Big 
$13,000. Last week, on reissues. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,740; 40-85) 
—‘“Loan Shark” (Lip). Poor $5,500. 
Last week, “Anything Can Happen” 
(Par , $9,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 40-85) — 
“Paula” (Col) and “Sound Off” 
(Col), day-date with Esquire. Fair 
$12,500. Last week, “About Face” 


(WB) and “Kansas_ Territory” 
(Mono), $12,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 40-85) — 
“Paula” (Col) and “Sound Off” 


(Col). Fair $2,500 or a bit more. 


Last week, “About Face” (WB) 
and “Kansas Territory” (Mono), 
same. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 40-85)— 
“Clash By Night” (RKO) and 
“Double Confession” (Indie). Mild 
$10,500 or close. Last week, ‘“Half- 





(Continued on page 22) 


looms sock in second Arcadia ses- | $8,000 


In Denver; ‘Suit’ Big 4G) $3'000 


Detroit June 24. 

The Palms, aided by Saturation 
advertising on radio and TV, jis 
heading towards its biggest gross 
in two years, with “King Kong” 
It is the only really bright spot in 
a continuing dull situation here 
“Macao” looks slow at the Fox 
“Winning Team” is not far out in 
front at the Michigan. “Pat ang 
Mike” is-fair at the United Artists, 
“Scaramouche” is slightly above 
average at the Adams. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Fox (Fox, Detroit) (5,000; 70-95) 
—*Macao” (RKO) and “Confidence 
Girl” (UA). Slow $19,000. Last 
week, “Fighter” (UA) and “Red 
Pianet Mars” (UA) $17,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
70-95)—“Winning Team” (WB) and 
“Atomic City” (Par). Slim $16,000, 
Last week, “Walk East on Beacon" 
(Col) and “Brave Warrior” (Co)) 
$12,000. , 

Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)—"King 
Kong” (RKO) and “Leopard Man’ 
(RKO) (reissues). Terrific $32,000, 
best in two years at house. Last 


week, “Carson City” (WB) and 
“Here Come Marines” (Mono), 
$11,000, 

Madison (UD) (1,900; 70-95)~ 
“Storm Over Tibet” (Col) and 


“Montana Territory” (Col). Slow 
,000. Last week, “To Have, Have 
Not” (WB) and “High Sierra” (WB) 
(reissues), $6,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,900: 70-95) 

—“Pat and Mike” (M-G) and “Hold 
That Lime” (Mono). Okay $11,000. 
Last week, “Girl in White” (M-G) 
and “Talk About Stranger” (M-G), 
$8,653. 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 70-95)— 
“Scaramouche” (M-G). Oke $9,000. 
Last week, “Outcast of Islands” 
(UA), $5,500. 


Mpls. Cooler, Biz Perks; 
‘Scaramouche’ Fine 126, 
‘Beacon’ 8G; ‘Hunter’ 66 


Minneapolis, June 24. 
; With low temperatures prevail- 
ing and some rain, first-runs are 
picking up some this stanza. Al- 
though newcomers include “Scara- 
mouche,” “Walk East on Beacon” 
and “Ivory Hunter” only “Beacon” 
shapes very healthy. “Scaramou- 
che” is an improvement over re- 
cent pix at Radio City, but not 
sock. Single holdover, ‘Wild North,” 
in its second week af Gopher looks 


okay. 

Estimates for This Week 
Century (Par) (1,600; 50-76) — 
“Tales of Hoffmann” (UA) (2d run). 
Here previously at Lyceum, legit 
house, at roadshow prices. Okay 
$4,000. Last week, “Anything Can 
Happen” (Par), $3,500. 

Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 50-76)— 
“Wild North” (M-G) (2d wk). Has 
done exceedingly well, attesting to 
Stewart Granger’s increasing box- 
Office pull. Satisfactory $5,000. 
Last week, big $7,200. 

Lyric (Par) (1,006; 50-76)—‘Mod- 
els, Inc.” (Mutual) and “Finders 
Keepers” (U). Neat exploitation 
job for top end of twin bill, but 
only modest $4,000 looms. Last 
week, “Rose of Cimarron” (20th) 
and “Journey Into Light” (20th), 





Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-76)— 
“Scaramouche” (M-G). Nothing but 
praise for this one. Nice $12,000. 
Last week, “Winning Team” ‘WB), 
$7,500. ; 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800: 40- 
76)—“Walk East on Beacon” ‘Col). 
Healthy $8,000. Last week, “The 
Sniper,” (RKO), $7,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 40-76)— 
“To Have, Have Not” (WB) and 
“High Sierra” (WB) (reissues). Not 
so strong $4,000. Last week, “Can- 
yon Passage” (U) and “Frontier 
Girl” (Indie) (reissues), $3,500. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-76)—“Ivory 
Hunter” (U). Well regarded and 
may wind up ahead of indicated 
nice $6,000. Last week, “Outcasis 
of Poker Flat” (20th), $4,500. 

World (Mann) (400; 85-$1.25’— 
“Rashomon” (RKO). Fair $3,000. 
Last week, “La Ronde” (Indie) ‘4th 
wk), $1,600 in 5 days. 


‘Loyalty Board’ to Clear 
Thesps Gets SAG Okay 


Hollywood, June 24. 
First member group of the Mo 
tion Picture Industry Council ‘0 
endorse the proposed “loyally 
board” is the Screen Actors oo 
SAG executive board voted ‘0 . 
along with the plan to establish } 
clearing house for film worke 
suspected of Commy activities. 
For some time Ronald Reasa™ 








SAG prexy, has favored such ® 
committee, to protect loyal thesP 
against unjustified accusation’- 
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Milder Weather Boosts Chi; Pat’ 
Plus Williams Qt. Bright $47,000, 
‘Atomic’ Neat 166, ‘Scarface’ 12G 


Chicago, June ot + 
ieago «~Loop looks somewha 
seighter, the better product and 
jess torrid weather helping. Leader 
ypears to be the Chicago with 
appraand Mike” aided by the Billy 
Williams Quartet onstage. it is 
neaded for a bright $47,000. Out- 
casts of Poker Flat and “Young 
Scarface” at Grand looks to get 
fast $12,000, with latter getting 
ve 
mt oie City” and “Denver and 
Rio Grande” at Roosevelt is build- 
ing to neat $16,000. Reissue of 
“Hunchback of Notre Dame and 
“Cat People” looms profitable 
$8,000 for United Artists 
reeker. 
ay second week “Never Take 
No For An Answer” at Surf still is 
brisk. “Navajo” at World shapes 
tidy. “Belles on Toes” at Woods is 
off to fair second round. “Lydia 
Bailey” and “First Time” at State- 
Lake looks mild. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 55-98)— 
“Pat and Mike” (M-G) and Billy 
Williams Quartet onstage. Excel- 
lent $47,000. Last week, “About 
Face” (WB) with Larry Parks and 
Betty Garrett onstage, $40,000. 
Grand (RKO) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Outcasts of Poker Flat” (20th) and 


one- 


“Young Scarface” (Indie). Fancy 
$12,000 shaping. Last week, 
“Never Forget You” (20th) and 


“Purple Heart Diary” (Rep), $7,000. 
Palace (Eitel) (2,500; 98-$1.25)— 
“Greatest Show” (Par) (7th wk). 
Still going great with $16,000. 
Last week, $18,000. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Atomic City” (Par) and “Denver 


and Rio Grande” (Par). Neat 
$16,000. Last week, “San Fran- 
cisco Story’ (WB) and “Loan 


Shark” (Lip) (2d wk), $6,000. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-98) 
—‘"Lydia Bailey” (20th) and “First 


Time” (Col) (2d wk). Not doing 
much with $10,000. Last week, 
$14,000. 


Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; 98)— 
“Never Take No For Answer” (In- 
die) (2d wk). Nice $3,500. Last 
week, $4,300. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
98\—“Hunchback Notre Dame” 
(RKO) and “Cat People’ (RKO) 
(reissues). Moderate $8,000. Last 
week, “Dream of Jeanie” (Rep) and 
“Lady Possessed (Rep), $7,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073: 98)— 
“Belles on Toes” (20th) (2d wk). 
Fair $12,000. Last week, $14,500. 

World (Indie) (587; 98)—‘Nava- 
jo” (Lip) (2d wk). Holding okay 
at $2,000. Last week, $3,000. 

, Ziesfeld (Lopert) (485; 98)— 

Anything Can Happen” (Par) (3d 
}- a Brisk $3,000. Last week, 


Cleve Perking Up; ‘Kong’ 
Mighty $24,000, ‘Lydia’ 
126, ‘Scaramouche’ 186 


Cleveland, June 24. 
wane boxoffice is picking up a 
bit here but some spots are doing 
Just moderately. Exceptions are 
Scaramouche,” hefty at State, 
and “King Kong” and “Leopard 
an, smash at Palace. The for- 
mer is surprising everybody with 
such draw for an oldie. “Lydia 
alley” shapes fair at Hi Pp. 
Estimates for This Week 

ugAllen (Warner) (3,000; 55-80) — 

For pedreom ao (WB). Okay 
WU. Last week, “ ity” 
N3) an, Carson City 
==, PP ‘Scheftel- Burger) (3,700; 
epg Lydia Bailey” (20th). Fair 
mage Last week, “California 
onquest” (Col), $10,000. 

tad Mall (Community) (585; 
a So. putter Rice” (Indie) (2d 
Week 9° $2,000 after $3,500 last 


uguhie (Loew’s) (1,305; 55-80) — 
Skirts Ahoy” (M-G) (m.o.). Fourth 
$ wntown lap, nice $5,000 after 
“~. last week, 

sy atace (RKO) (3,300; 55-80) — 
Man’ pong” (RKO) and “Leopard 
000. y ~XO) (reissues). Lofty $24,- 
ous’ sot week, “Rancho Notori- 
us (RKO), $7,500 

“ State \ ‘ 
Scaramo 
Mike" 








ae ont 55-80) s 
uche” (M-G). Hefty $18,-| 
over. Last week, “Pat and | 
‘M-G), $14,000. 


—"pilman (Loew's) (2,700; 55-80) | “Man If White Suit” (U) (7th wk). 
Steady ond, Mike” (M-G) (m.o.).| Okay $3,300. Last week, same. 
ver Rio Cnet, wast week, “Den-| Clay (Rosener) (400; 65-85)— 
owe tande” (Par), $4,000. | “Mr. Lord Said No” (Indie) (4th 
55-30) «p. cheftel - Burger) (500;| wk). Mild $2,000. Last week, 
art) ang ate, of Gorilla” (Real-| $2,300. _ 
Miid $2.4 Bushwackers” (Realart).| Larkin (Rosener) (400; 65-85)— 
Mare "i100, Last week, “Night-|“Pool of London (U) (m.o.) (7th, 
‘Orner |)... Indie) and “Dark | wk). Good $2,500. Last week 
r Undie), $2,500, \ $2700. 





Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; 1. e., 
without the 20% tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
— the U. S. amusement 

x. 


Prov. Still Sags: 
‘Outcasts NSG 96 


Providence, June 24. 
* All stands are crying the blues 
here with apparently nothing in big 
pix stout enough to drag them in. 
Even another rainy Sunday was no 
inducement. The 3,200-seat State 
is doing the best biz with “Out- 
casts of Poker Flat,” albeit getting 
a very disappointing total. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Carson City” (WB) and “Wall of 
Death” (WB). Meek $6,500. Last 
week, “Loan Shark” (Lip) and 
“Valley of Eagles” (Lip), $6,000. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Ivory Hunter’ (U) and “Bronco 
Buster” (U).. Meek $4,500. Last 
week, “Lydia Bailey’ (20th) and 
“Gobs and Gals” (Rep), $7,000. 


State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Outcasts of Poker Flat” (20th) and 
“Love Better Than Ever” (M-G). 
Drab $9,000. Last week, “Carbine 
Williams” (M-G) and “Hoodlum 
Empire” (Rep), $12,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘‘Atomic City” (Par) and “I Sur- 
render Dear” (Col) (reissue). 
Opened Monday (23). Last week, 
“Anything Can Happen” (Par), 
thin $4,000. 


Frisco Continues Dull; 








/cast of the Islands,” not far be- 


‘PAT’ PACES TORONTO, 


Toronto, June 24. 


“Pat and Mike” is pacing the 
town, with a British product, “Out- 


hind. Otherwise, biz is weak. 
“Skirts Ohoy,” one of new pix, 
looks surprisingly mild, 

Estimates for This Week 

Crest, Downtown, Glendale, 
Mayfair, Scarboro, State (Taylor) 
863; 1,059; 955; 470; 698; 694; 35- 
60)—“‘Brave Warrior’ (Col). and | 
“Captive City’? (UA). 
$12,000. Last. week, 
Damascus” (Col) and. “Jet Job” 
(Mono), $14,500. 

Eglington (FP) (1,080; 40-80)— 
“Outcast of Islands” (London). Oke | 
$7,000 or over. Last week, “Sniper” 
(Col) (2d wk), $4,500. 





Satisfactory | 
“Thief. of | 


Imperial (FP) (3,373; 50-80)— 
“Half-Breed” (RKO). Mild $10,- 
500. Last week, “Walk East on 


Beacon” (Col), $10,500. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,748; 50-80)— 
“Pat and Mike” (M-G). Nice $12,- 
000. Last week, “Singin’ in Rain” 
(M-G) (4th wk), $8,500. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90)— 
“I Believe in You” (Rank). So-so 
$7,000. Last week, “Sun Shines 
Nellie” (20th), $7,000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,396; 40-80)— 
“Kangaroo” (20th). Mild $9,000. 
Last week, “Clash by Night” (RKO) | 
(2d wk), $8,000. 

Tivoli, University (FP) (1,436; 
1,558; 40-80)—“3 for Bedroom” 
(WB). Weak $7,500. Last week, 
“Rancho Notorious” (RKO), $7,500. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 40-80)— 
“Skirts Ahoy” (M-G). Fair $7,500. 
ie. week, “Scarlet Angel” (U), 


Pat Strong 96 
In Lagging Balto 


Baltimore, June 24. 


Biz in the downtown sector here 
remains uneventful with best cur- 
rent activity registered by “Pat 
and Mike,” strong at Loew’s Cen- 
tury. Some better than average 
response is also noted for “Green 
Glove” at the Mayfair while 
“Clash By Night” shapes okay in 
second stage at the Town. 

Estimates for This Weck 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
70)—‘“‘Pat and Mike” (M-G). Lead- 
ing current parade at _ strong 
$9,000. Last week, “Girl in White” 
(M-G) failed to attract at $5,200. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
70) — “Fighter” (UA). Dismal 
$5,000. Last week, “Tulsa” (UA) 








‘Scaramouche’ Loud 266, 
‘Team’ No Champ, $11,000, 


San Francisco, June 24. | 
Trade at first-runs this stanza is | 
staying in same mild groove it was 
last week. Few of the newcomers | 
are doing much. “Scaramouche” | 
looks to hit big total at the War- 
field while “Carson City” is rated | 
fair at Paramount. “Winning! 
Team” is getting no place at the) 
Fox and “Sound Off” paired with | 
“Brave Warrior” is just fair at) 
Golden Gate. “Man in White Suit” | 
continues okay in seventh Stage-) 
door round. 
Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate ‘RKO) (2,850; 65- 
95)—“‘Sound Off” (Col) and “Brave | 
Warrior” (Col). Fair $10,000. Last 
week, “Red River’ (UA) and 
“Tulsa” (UA) (reissues), same. 
Fox (FWC) (4,651; | 65-95)— 
“Winning Team” (WB) and “Afri- 
can Treasure” (Mono). Slow $11,- 
000. Last week, “Kangaroo” (20th) 
and “Rodeo” (Mono), $12,500. 
Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656; 65-95) 
—‘“Scaramouche” (M-G). Big $26,- 
000 or near. Last week, “Skirts 
Ahoy!” (M-G) (2d wk), $14,500. 
Paramount (Par) (2,646; 65-95), 


“Carson City” (WB) and “Death of |Teissue at Indiana, 








Angel” (Indie). Fair $12,000. Last 
week, “About Face” (WB) and 
“Cage of Gold’ (Indie), $11,500. | 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 65-95)—4 
“Glory Alley” (M-G) (2d wk). Off. 
to $7,000. Last week, fine $10,000. | 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 65- 
95)—“‘Storm Over Tibet” (Col) and 
“Red Snow” (Col). 
Last week, “Scarlet Angel” (U) 
and “Maytime In Mayfair” (Indie), 


ditto. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
65-95)—"‘The Fighter” (UA) and 
“Red Planet Mars” (UA) (2d wk). 
Off to $4,500 in 6 days. Last week, 
good $10,000. 

Stagedoor (A-R) (370; 85-$1l)— 


“Lydia Bailey” (20th). Mild $6,000. 
|Last week, “Kangaroo” (20th), 
$4,000 


| this stanza, despite a record cloud- 


Poor $7,000., 


and “Red River’ (UA) (reissues), 


$4,300. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-70) — 
“Green Glove” (UA). Fine $5,000. 
Last week, “Dream of Jeannie” 
(Rep), $4,300. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-70)— 


Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75) — 
“3 for Bedroom C” (WB) and 
Maxim-Robinson fight airing at 
$2.50 scale. Not getting anywhere 
with “Bedroom” at sad $6,500. 
Last week, “Carson City” (WB), 
$5,400 


Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-70) 
—“Clash By Night” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Holding at oke $5,500 after nice 
$7,300 opener. 


‘King Kong’ Big $13,000, 


Indpls. Despite Storm. 


Indianapolis, June 24. 
Biz is up at most first-runs here 





burst that shorted the Indiana’s 
booth Saturday night and over- 
flowed into lobby. Forced house 
to close down. But “King Kong,” 
came back 
strong and will lead* town with a 
hefty take. “Lydia Bailey,” at 
Circle, is okay. 
Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 

50-76) —“‘Lydia Bailey” (20th) and 











“Scandal Sheet” (Col). Neat | 
$9,000. Last week, “Flame of 
Araby” (U) (reissue) and “No 


Room for Groom” (U), $8,500. | 

Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 50-76) —| 
“King Kong” (RKO) and “Wild | 
Stallion” (RKO) (reissues). Great | 
$13,000, despite loss of Saturday 
night biz. Last week, “San Fran- | 
cisco Story” (WB) and “Lion and | 
Horse” (WB), $8,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427; 50-76)— 
“Girl in White” (M-G) and “Giory | 
Alley” (M-G). Oke $7,500 in 5 
days. Last week, “Pat and Mike” | 
(M-G) and “Yank in Indo-China” 
(M-G), $11,000. 

Lyric (C-D) (1,600; 50-76)—“Ft. 


Osage” (Mono) and “Flight to 
Mars” (Mono). Tepid $4,500. Last | 
week, “Rancho Notorious” (RKO) |} 


| At” and stageshow 


FAT 126: ‘SKIRTS’ 7G Break in Weather Tilts Bway B.0.; 


‘Clash’-Paul & Ford Smash $80,000, 
Pat’ Hep 356, ‘Lovely’ Big 1306, 4th 


Break in the torrid weather, un- 
usually hot for this early in the 
year, and a cool, damp weekend 
are boosting business at Broad- 


| way first-runs this week. Seven new | wk). 


bills plus the start of school vaca- 
tions are giving the boxoffice a fur- 
ther lift. With two major league 
baseball games in N. Y. washed out 


Sunday (22), deluxers generally en- | 


joyed an unusually strong Sunday. 


Improved trade is enabling many | 


holdovers and extended-runs to top 
the previous weeks’ figures. 

The Paramount easily has the 
standout newcomer, “Clash by 
Night,” with stageshow headed by 
Les Paul & Mary Ford, Joey Bish- 

p and Ralph Marterie band. 

trong stage layout coupled with 
this pic is spelling a smash $80,000 
in first week. 

Top coin is going to the Music 
Hall which has “Lovely to Look 
in its fourth 
round. This bill is climbing ahead 
of third week’s total to get a big 
$130,000 or better. “Pat and Mike” 
is pacing thé straight-filmers with 
a sock $35,000 at the Capitol, big- 
gest here in some time. 

“Confidence Girl” with eight acts 
of vaude is heading for a good 
$17,000 at the Palace. “Winning 
Team” looks to hit modest $11,000 
at the Mayfair. “Scarlet Angel” 
looks mild $7,000 in first week at 
the Globe. Oldie combo of “Post- 
man Always Rings Twice” and 
“Woman's Face” failed to jell with 
around $9,000 in eight days at the 
State, being replaced today (Wed.) 
with “Dream of Jeanie.” “Ways 
of Love” hit big $10,000 in first 
week of new run at arty Paris. 

Improved business tone is en- 
abling “Diplomatic Courier” with 
Kathy Barr, Helen Wood and Jay 
Marshall heading stage bill to land 
an okay $56,000 in second week at 
the Roxy, comparatively much bet- 
ter than initial stanza. 

“Walk East on Beacon,” pace- 
setting straightfilm, is in a like 
category, being very solid $15,000 
for fourth week at the Victoria 
which is almost the same as the 
third round. Many pix at arty the- 
atres are doing better than previ- 
ous stanzas including “Man in 


White Suit” at the Sutton; “En- |! 


core” at the Normandie; “Actors 
and Sin” at the Park Avenue; 
“Narrow Margin” at the Trans-Lux 
60th Street; “Outcast of Island” at 
the Fine Arts, and “High Treason” 
at the Trans-Lux 52d Street. 
Esimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70- 
$1.50)—“‘Outcast of Islands” (UA) 
(6th wk). Building to $7,000 after 
mild $6,000 last week. ‘3 for Bed- 
room C” (WB) opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

Beekman (R & B) (550; 85-$1.50) 
—‘“Never Take No for Answer” 
(Indie) (9th wk). Eighth session 
ended Monday (23) held at $4,200 


after okay $4,500 for seventh 
round. 
Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 70- 


$1.50)—"‘Pat and Mike” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Opening week ended last 
night (Tues.) hit sock $35,000 or 
near. In ahead, “Skirts Ahoy” 
(M-G) (3d wk), $8,000. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.50) 
—‘“‘Red Planet Mars” (UA) (2d 
wk-5 days). 
less. First week was modest $10,- 
000. “Robin Hood” (RKO) opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
—“Outecast of Islands” (UA) (6th 
wk). Perking up to $5,000 after 
$4.800 last week. Stays indef. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.50) 
—“Scearlet Angel” (U). First week 
ending tomorrow (Thurs.) shapes 
only mild $7,000. In ahead, “Car- 
son City” (WB), $7,200. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736;  50- 
$1.80) — “Winning Team” (WB). 
Initial stanza 
(Thurs.) looks to reach modest 
$11,000 or less. Holds. In ahead, 
“The Fighter’ (UA) (3d wk), 


Off to slow $5,000 or | 


ending tomorrow | 


wk), socko $92,000 to wind up ter- 
| rific run. 

| Park Avenue (Reade) (583; 90- 
| $1.50)—“Actors and Sin” (UA) (4th 
Current round ending tomor- 
jrow (Thurs.) continues very bi 
|with $7,700 after $7,600 for thir 
round. Stays. 

Paris (Indie) (568; $1.25-$1.80)— 
“Ways of Love” (Burstyn) (2d wk). 
Initial stanza of new run ended 
Sunday (22) hit big $10,000. In 
ahead, “Under Paris Skies” (Dis- 
cina) (6th wk), good $5,300. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—“Lovely 
to Look At” (M-G) with stageshow 
(4th-final wk). Finishing very 
nice run with spurt to big $130,000 
or better after $120,000 for third 
week. ‘“Where’s Charley?” (WB) 
and new stageshow opens tomor- 
row (Thurs.). Cooler weather and 
| out-of-towners gave Hall a very big 
| weekend, with weekdays also show- 
|ing surprising strength. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$2.20) — 
“Diplomatic Courier” (20th) with 
Kathy Barr, Helen Wood, Jay 
Marshall onstage (2d-final wk). 
Held at okay $56,000 after $58,000 
opening round. “Wait ‘Til Sun 
Shines Nellie” (20th) with launch- 
ing of iceshow including Arnold 
Shoda, Trixie, Billy Daniels on- 
stage opens Friday (27). 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.80) 
—‘“Dream of Jeanie” (Rep). Opens 
today (Wed.). Last week, “Postman 
Always Rings Twice’ (M-G) and 
“Woman's Face” (M-G) (reissues), 
got modest $9,000 or less in single 
8-day week. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 90-$1.50) — 
“Man in White Suit” (U) (13th wk). 
The 12th round ended Monday 
(23) pushed up to big $11,000 after 
$10,200 for llth week. Continues 
indef. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
90-$1.50)\—“‘Narrow Margin” (RKO) 
(8th wk). Showing renewed 
strength to get $4,000 or there- 
abouts, a nice pickup from $3,300 
of seventh week. “White Corridors” 
(U) due in next. ° 

Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; 90- 
$1.50) -—— “High Treason” (Pace- 
maker) (6th wk). Fifth round 
ended Monday (23) continued very 
stoutly, pushing to big $7,000 after 
$6,400 for fourth week. Indicative 
| of current strength is the fact that 
| Monday (23) was the biggest Mon- 
| day since the second week. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 70- 
$1.80) — “Walk East on Beacon” 
(Col) (5th wk). Fourth frame ended 
| last night (Tues.) continued very 
| solid with $15,000 after $16,000 for 
| third week. Stays indefinitely. 


Month of Heat Wilts 
K.C. Biz; ‘Pat’ Rousing 
$15,000, ‘Team’ Fast 96 


Kansas City, June 24. 
High temneratures have per- 
|sisted now for a month and give 
whole film biz an abnormal aspect. 
Doubtful if weather is helping. 
“Pat and Mike” at Midland is get- 
ting a good play. “Winning Team” 
strong $9,000 at Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 

Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 65-85)— 
“Isle of Sinners” (Indie). Medium 
$1,500. Last week, “Tight Little 
Island” (U) second time in house 
but did first-run biz at $1,800. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3.500; 50-69)— 
“Pat and Mike”, (M-G) and “Man 
With My Face” (UA). Best here in 
weeks, nifty $15.000. May ho!d 
some extra days. Last week. ‘“Car- 
bine Williams” (M-G) and “Long 
| Dark Hall’ (indie), $11,000. 
| Missouri (RKO) (2.650; 50-75)— 
“Paula” (Coil) with kiddie revue 
|; onstage. Around average at $7,500. 
Last week, “Half-Breed”. (RKO) 
and “Young Scarface” (Indie), 
$6.000 


| 





























Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900; 50- 


$7,000. 69)—“‘Winning Team” (WB). Pleas- 

Normandie (Normandie The- ant $9,000. Last week, “3 for 
atres) (592; 95-$1.80)—‘“Encore” | Bedroom C” (WB), hypoed by p.a. 
(Par) (13th wk). The 12th stanza'of Gloria Swanson and dualled 
ended last night (Tues.) pushed up with “Try and Get Me” (WB), ditto. 
to $8,200 after $7,500 for llth Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Gra- 
week. jnada (Fox Midwest) (2,100; 2,043, 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 75-$1.40)— | 700. 1,217; 50-75)—‘‘Five Fingers” 
“Confidence Girl” (UA) with 8 acts|(20th) and “Return of Texan” 
of vaude. Stanza ending tomorrow | (20th). Under average $12,000. Last 
(Thurs.) is heading for good $17,-| week, “Kangaroo” (20th) with 
600 or near. Last week, “No Room “Jet Job” (Mono) added at Tower 
for Groom” (U) and vaude, $14,700.| and Granada, $11,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 80-$1.80)| Vogue (Golden) (550; 50-85) — 
—"Clash by Night” (RKO) with | “Man in White Suit” (U) (11th wk). 
Les Paul and Mary Ford, Joey| Stays on at fine $1,300. Last week, 
Bishop, Ralph Marterie orch (2d | same. j 
wk). First session ended last night | Warwick (Fox Midwest) (900; 50- 
(Tues.) soared to smash $80.000. In | 85)—‘Encore” (Par) (4th wk). Hold- 


ahead, “Wild Heart” (RKO) with ing nicely at $1,400. Goes a fifth 
‘land “Leopard Man” (RKO), $3,500.| Johnnie Ray heading stageshow (3d session. Last week,. $1,600. 
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Paramount writes this fact down in black and white: 
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‘ Produced with the cooperation of Ringling Bros. -Barnum & Bailey Ci Circus 
 Sereenplay by FREDRIC M. FRANK, BARRE LYNDON and THEODORE ST. aot 

Story by FREORIC M. FRANK, THEGOORE, ST. JOHN and F RANK CAVETT 
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It has awarded boxoffices 
up to 600% of normal 
business in pre-release 
dates, Boxoffice Magazine 
reports. There has never 
been a grosser like it — 
anywhere — any time! 





AND SPEAKING OF 


AWARDS 


Photoplay Magazine 
Achievement Award 





Parents’ Magazine Medal 
Seventeen Magazine Plaque 


Christian Herald Award 


Southern California 
M. P. Council Award 


Hollywood Foreign 
Correspondents Award 


Exhibitor Magazine Laurel 
Award 


Advertising Club of Los Angeles 
Award 


Consolidated Freightways 
Award 


Golden Peanut Award 
Volunteers of America Award 
Cine Review Award 
Greenfield-Ashfield, Mass., Award 
Swan, Iowa, Citation 


Foreign Press of Hollywood | 
Award l 


—and more honors daily 
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se 
“i Trade shows and sneak 
ler previews have established 


it as the biggest for the 
biggest team in show busi- 
ness! Full of fast fun — 
musical production num- 
bers and a terrific score 
of hit songs... 


“Top laugh-getter for the team 
to date!” —Hollywood Reporter 


“Should outgross all their other 
pictures.” 
—Showmen’s Trade Review 





“Will literally roll audiences in 
the aisles.” —Variety 


“The Parachute Jump” 
? 





“The Big Blue Sky *Sure-fire seat-selling attraction 
eles is The Place For Me" an 
“) Know A Dream oxoffic e 
When I See One” 
“I Can't Resist ‘Will create boxoffice 


A Boy In Uniform” 


pandemonium.” —WM. P. Herald 


“Never enjoyed Martin & Lewis 
as much!” —M. P. Daily 


rd 


“Surefire returns in every play- 
date.” —Daily Variety 


wal d 





ALSO IN JULY: W. Somerset Maugham’s Mass Appeal Hit “ENCORE” 


the wonderful comedy about the foolish things people sometimes do when they’re in love ! 
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Italo Film Biz Wins Quick Victory 
In Senate, Nearly $8,000,000 Govt.Aid 


Rome, June 17. + 
The Italian film industry has| 


won an important victory in the 
Italian senate recognizing its in- 
creasing vitality, and with it, the 
promise of added financial support 
from the government. This was 


announced in the senate in speeches | 
by Senator Tome and Undersecre- | 


tary Giulio Andreotti. In announc- 
ing the hike in the Italian treasury 
fund supporting the local pic indus- 


try to a figure approaching $8,000,- | 
000 for the next year, Tome pointed | 


out the significant rise in local pro- 
duction from 60 features in 1949 to 
109 for the past year, a figure which 
should be reached if not surpassed 
in the current year. 

In two years, the senator con- 
tinued, the Italian film had doubled 
its grosses, percentage-wise, on the 
local market, and raised its net ex- 


port take to approximately $4,500,.- | 


0%. Tome further lauded the 
diminishing importation of foreign 
films, as well as the increase in co- 
productions and the success of re- 
ciprocal trade agreements. 
Undersecretary Andreotti, in his 
speech, pointed out the healthy 
financial position of the local pic 
industry as a whole, saying that 
the future gave even more favor- 
able indications. Local production, 
he said, was increasing in quality 
and quantity while new foreign 
markets are constantly being 
opened to the Italian film. An- 
dreotti also praised the Italo-Amer- 
ican reciprocity agreement. In con- 
clusion, he reaffirmed the goyern- 
ment’s intentions to continue its 
support and aid to the develop- 
ment of the Italian film industry. 


Announcement of 
support and the ease with which 
the senate approved the increased 
film support budget is an almost 
complete reversal of last year’s po- 
sitions. The industry in 1951 fought 


government | 





Spencer Set for Paris 





Moulin Rouge for 2 Wks. 


Paris, June 17. 
Kenneth Spencer, 
| legiter and concert basso, has been 
| booked into Moulin Rouge, famed 
| Parisian nitery for two weeks, 
|opening July 21. Fortnight run is 
a departure from house’s usual 
flash entertainment as well as a 
debut for singer on the nightclub 
morn cireuit. 

Before opening here, Spencer 
makes a three-week swing of the 
long-hair circuit, giving a concert 
at Enghien-les-Bains France) June 
25, one in Geneva (Switzerland) 
June 26 and German cities of 
Stuttgart, Karlsruhe, Munich, Ham- 
burg, Hagen and Bremen. The 
week of July 4-10, Spencer returns 
to France for the Charbonniere 
| Festival, just outside Lyon. Book- 
ings were made by the Jack Hylton 
office. 


Dietrich Returning To 
Munich for U.S.-German 
Starring Co-Production 


London, June 24. 
For the first time since she made 
“The Blue Angel” in 1929, Mar- 
lene Dietrich is to do a film again 
in Germany. On Sept. 15 she be- 
gins her starring role in “The 


Widow” at the Munich studios. 
Venture is promoted by John 
| Nasht and 
| scale American-German co-produc- 
tion in many years.. 











e i 
American 





will be the first fuli} 


| 
| 


Actress Inherits 2 Isles 
Oban, Scotland, June 24. 
Heather Ash, 23-year-old 
actress, has been left two Scot 
islands, Belnahua and Ormsa, 
in the $52,000 will of her 
father. She has no intention 
of selling the isles, both in the 
Firth of Lorne, and will use 
them for vacations. 
Actress played recently in 
British tour of “Worm’s Eye 
View.” 


13 Nations Enter 
Venice Film Fete 


Rome, June 17. 


Venice Festival execs have an- 
nounced they have been notified 
that France, Spain, Norway, Swe- 
den, Argentina, Israel, U. S., Japan 
and India will participate in the 
1952 Cinema Festival. Formal ac- 
ceptances are also on the way from 
Mexico, Brazil, Finland and the 
Philippines. The embassy of the 
Soviet Union, however, sent a note 
declining to participate, but gave 
no reason for declining. 

Heads of the Czechoslovakian 
cinema industry also sent word 
that such participation is impos- 
sible because of the enormous 
amount of work in preparation for 
the Czech Films Festival in Paris 
and Moscow. 

American entries so far are 
“Death of a Salesman,” “The Quiet 
Man” and “Sister Carrie.” 


HUMMEL HOLDING WB 
EUROPEAN SALES MEETS 


Series of sales confabs of War- 
ner Bros. European managers are 
currently being held by Joseph S. 














Hummel, company’s Continental 
chief. 
Paris meeting was held last 


Film was originally slated as a| week and a palaver of the Italian 
| vehicle for Bette Davis, Nasht be-| organization was concluded Thurs- 


a long and uphill battle for aid|ing in London earlier in the year | day (19). Meeting of WB German 
| discussing a possible Anglo-Ameri- | execs is slated for today ‘(Wed.) 
fean venture with a British inde-|in Frankfort. 


and approval of a substantially low- 
er budget. 


PARIS BALLET PLETHORA 
WITH N. Y. GROUP TOP 


Paris, June 17. 


Big dance draw here is still the 
New York City Ballet, which holds 
the boards at the Theatre Des 
Champs Elysees until June 25. 
French crix and public have finally 
gotten around to admitting the 
worth and brilliance of the troupe, 
which was here earlier for a week 
at the Paris Opera for the Cultural 
Festival. Troupe is doing fine biz. 

Carmen Amaya and her flamenco 
group are holding forth success- 
fully at the Theatre de L’Etoile. 
The Theatre De Paris is housing 
the successful Latin American Bal- 
let group under Joaquin Perez Fer- 
nandez. Group offers Latin dances 
with a ballet interpretation. The 





Theatre De Marigny is giving space | 


to a new French ballet group, 
called the Ballet Marigny, with 
Yvette Chauvire as star. The Thea- 
tre De L’Humour has the Marina 
De Berge troupe for the more ab- 
stract dance fans. The Opera Bal- 
let under Serge Lifar continues its 
bi-weekly schedule at the Opera, 
plus doubling in the big combo 
opera-ballet spectacles. 





Int’! Actors’ Federation 


Seeks World-Wide Setup 


London, June 24. 
An international federation of 


actors and performers is to be set | 


up as a result of a European actors’ 
congress held here 
which British Equity acted as hosts. 


Actors unions from all parts of the | 
world will be invited to join the | 


new organization. . 

Gordon Sandison, British Equity 
secretary, said the new organiza- 
tion would not seek affiliations 
which might have political implica- 
tions. 
Decantes, of French Syndicat Na- 
tional des Acteurs. Sandison will 
be vice-prexy. 

During the London confabs, a 
resolution was passed which 
pointed up the continued decline 
of the national film industries of 
Europe which are “threatened to 
deprive its peoples of a vital means 
of self expression.” Of the actors 
represented at the conference, half 
were unemployed, 


last week at | 


The president will be Jean | 


pendent producing company. 
The Munich pie will be made as 


la bilingual, with the four other | 


principal roles to be filled by 
| Americans. Nasht planed to Paris 
}for confabs regarding the pic and 
|a director. Film is budgeted at 
| around $400,000, with the cost be- 
| ing divided by American and Ger- 
; man interests. Nasht is participat- 
|ing in the German earnings of the 
| film, which are convertible into 
dollars. 





Lissim Leaving Korda 


Wladimir Lissim, continental rep 
for Sir Alexander Korda, is leaving 
the post in August. He headquar- 
i tered in Paris. Plans are indefinite, 
with exception of returning to New 
York, where he maintains resi- 
dence. 


zanization, Lissim was continental 
manager for RKO. 


Prior to joining the Korda “ 


| International topper Wolfe Co 


| hen leaves for Europe today (Wed.), 
and will confer with Hummel in 
Paris when the latter concludes 
the Frankfort conclave. 





‘Kangaroo’ Aussie Sock 


In Nabes, Good in City 


Melbourne, June 17. 

“Kangaroo” (20th) opened day- 
date at the 3,258seater Regent 
here, and the key suburbans, Foot- 
scray and South Yarra, houses of 
the Hoyts’ chain June 12, to “over 
average” biz at the former and 
solid trade in the latter situations. 
Press pannings following Red 
Cross charity show may have been 
reason for pic’s non-sensational b.o. 
here. 
| Sydney debut is set June 19 at 
| 2,208-seater Regent, 1,280-seater 
| Mayfair and key naber New Manly. 








French Prods. Hit by Export Mkt, 
Slump, Lagging Domestic Amortizing 





Easier Regulations For 
Mex Tourists Sought 


Mexico City, June 17. 
Eager to get the steady Mexico 
tourist trade with top intake, in- 
stead of the current spotty traffic, 
the Mexican Tourist Assn. has 
asked Adolfo Ruiz Cortines, top 
presidential candidate in elections 
July 6 for the next six-year (1952- 
58) chief executive term, to arrange 
for an overhauling of migration, 
customs and other laws governing 
entry of visitors. This is figured to 
further facilitate tourist junkets. 
The association long has felt that 
still so much red tape discourages 
many from visiting here. 


Thaubel’s Socko Nippon 
Tour Racks Up $64,000 
From 25 Concert Dates 


Tokyo, June 10. 

Met soprano Helen Traubel has 
left here over the weekend after a 
socko recital and concert tour of 
Japan during which she made 25 
appearances before some 30,000 
Japanese lovers of classical music. 
Total boxoffice garnered by Asahi 
Shinbum, Japan’s largest daily 
newspaper, was 23,000,000 yen 
($63,888) before taxes. Traubel’s 
manager, A. Strok, made deal with 
Asahi for $25,000 minimum guar- 
antee. 

Most programs were recitals in 
which the dramatic soprano sang 
lieder and arias from Mozart and 
Wagner operas plus spirituals. For 
these, she was -accompanied by 
Coenraad Valentyn Bos, Dutch pia- 
nist. ; 

Several Tokyo performances | 
found Miss Traubel backed up by 
the Nippon Philharmonic orch and 
the NHK (Japan Broadcasting 
Corp.) Symphony, the latter con- 
ducted by Kurt Woess, Austrian 
conductor now in Japan. 

Traubel left Japan for the U. S. 
via South East Asia where manager 
Strok has her booked for two re- 
citals in Hong Kong, one in Manila, 
two in Singapore, one in New Del- 
hi and another in Calcutta. The 
last two are benefits for Indian 
charity, sponsored by U. S. Infor- 
mation Service in India. 


Mex Tele Goes Longhair 


Mexico City, June 17. 

The many here who branded TV 
as lowbrow have been forced to 
change their opinion. Cultural peak 
for video is being scored by Gen- 
eral Motors de Mexico with its fea- 
tured concert, “Concierto General 
Motors.” 

This presents top singers and 
classical music, strictly longhair, 
over local station XEWTYV. It draws 
an average audience of 2,500. 











LONDON 


(Week ending June 28) 
(Figures indicate weeks of run) 
“After My Fashion,” Ambassadors (7). 

“And Se to Bed,” Strand (36). 

“Bet Your Life,” Hippodrome (18). 

“Blue for Boy.” Her Majesty’s (32). 

“Call Me Madam,” Colisseum (15). 

} ‘Deep Bive Sea,” Duchess (16). 
“Dragon’s Mouth,” Winter Garden (6). 
Ruth Draper, Criterion (5). 

| 

| 





“Excitement,” Casino (16). 

"Gay Dog.” Piccadilly (2). 

“Little Hut,” Lyric (90). 

| “London Laughs,” Adelphi (1). 

| “Love of 4 Colonels,“ Wynham (58). 

| “Macbeth,” Shakespeare Mem. (2). 

| “Meet Callahan,” Garrick (4). 

| “Mr, Pickwick,” Westminster (6). 

| “Much Ado Nothing,” Phoenix (24). 

“Murder in Motley,” Fortune (4). 

“Paris to Piccadilly,” Prince Wales (11). 

| “Penny Plain,” St. Martin (52). 
“Relative Value,” Savoy (29). 
“Reluctant Heroes,” Whitehall (103). 
“Ranch in Rockies,” Empress Hall (3). 
“Seagulls Over Sorrento,” Apollo (103). 
“South Pacific,” Drury Lane (34), 
“Sweet Madness,” Vaudeville (5). 
“Timon of Athens,” Old Vic (4). 
“Under Sycamore Tree,” Aldwych (9). 
“Water ef Moon,” Haymarket (63). 
“Winter Journey,” St. James’s (13). 
oe of Twilight,” Vicioria Palace 

‘ 
“Uranium 235,” Comedy (1). 
“Zip Goes a Million,” Palace (36), 


AUSTRALIA 


(Week ending June 13) 

“Peep Show,” Royal. Sydney. 
“Kiwis.” Empire. Svdney. 
“Arms & The Men,” Mercury, Sydney. 
“Kiss Me, Kete.” Majesty's. Melbourne. 
“Seagulls Over Sorrente,” Comedy, Mel- 
| bourne. 

“Ben Gievanni,” Tivoli, Svdney. 
“Letin Quarter,” Roval, Adelaide. 





“Merry Wives ef Windsor,” His Majes- | 


ty's, Srisbane, 


Legit Shows Abroad 


SCOTLAND 


(Week ending June 28) 
“Kiss Me Kate,” Lyceum, Edinburgh. 
“Half-Past Eight.” Royal, Glasgow. 
“The Logans,” Metropole, Glasgow. 
“House Master,” Alhambra, Glasgow. 
“Love Let Loose,” King’s, Glasgow. 
“All Are Murderers,” 
drews, 





PARIS 


(Week ending June 14) 
“Amant de Mme. Vidal,” Antoine. 
“Back Street,” Fontaine. 

“Cuisine des Anges,” Ambassadeurs. 


“Dialogues des Carmelites,” Hebertot. 


chette. 
“Don D’Adele,” Wagram. 
“Ou Coq a L’‘Ane,” Comedie. 
“Duchess D’Algues,” Michel. 
“Dugudu,” Bruvere. 
“Electre,“” Noctambules. 
“Eternel Mari,” Gaite, Montparnasse. 


“Gay Paris,” Casino de Paris. 
“Grand Rove,” St. Georges. 
‘Heritiere, Mathurins. 


“Macbeth,” Renaissance. 


“Moulin de ta Galette,” Michodiere. 
“Occupe-Toi Minimum,” Palais-Royal. 
“Pere de Mademoiselle,” Varietes. 
“Petite Femme Loth,” Montp.-Baty. 
“Plein Eeu,” Empire. 

“Sur Terre Comme Av Ciel,” Athenee. 
“Tete des Autres.” Atelier. 

“Tout Pour Elle,” Bouffes. 

“Veuve Joyeuse,” Mogador. 

“Vraie Folie,” Folies-Bergere. 


MEXICO CITY 


(Week ending June 21) 
“Jane is a Girt,“ Colon. 
“We, They and the EBif,” Ideal. 
“Le Tartuffe,” Moliere. 
“Wet Becks,” Bolivar. 
“Edward's Sons,” Caracol. 
“ ‘s Gift,” -Chopin: 








Byre, St. An- 


“Cure St.-Amour,” Casino Montparnasse. 


“Dieu a Dormi Dans ta Maison,” Hu- 


BUENOS AIRES 


(Week ending June 14) 

“My Mother-in-Law ts a Fury” (Mi Su- 
egra es Una Fiera), Apolo. 

“Tears Also Dry” (Las lagrimas tam- 
bien se secan), Ateneo, 

“Song from Spain” (De Espana Llego 
una Cancion), Argentino. 

“When Ghosts Hunt Partridge” (Cuando 
los Duendes Cazan Perdices), Astral. 
“Wrong Love” (El Mal Amor), Casino. 
“The Fiery Octoroons” (Las Mulatas 
de Fuego), Comedia. 

“From Farm to Palace” (De la Chacra 
al Palacete), Comice. 

“Devil at the Telephone” (El Diablo en 
el Telefono), Corrientes, 

“F.B.” (F.B., El Nacional. 

“Foreign Blood,” Marconi. 

“Lighted Lamp,” Comico. 

“La Malquerida,” Odeon. 

“Tierra del Destino,” Pueblo. 
“Perversity” (Perversidad), Empire. 

Darling Burglar” ‘(Ladroncito de mi 


Paris, June 24, 

A prime factor in the recent 
French pic crisis was the declining 
rate of exportation and lack of 
proper amortization of a film in 
the domestic market. The need for 
quality to insure foreign markets 
has led to higher budgets. A film 
costing 100,000,000 francs ($309. 
000) has to get 40% of its receipts 
from the foreign market while one 
costing 60,000,000 francs can 
amortize itself with French-speak. 
ing countries such as part of Can. 
ada, Belgium, Luxembourg and 
Switzerland. The quickies in the 
25,000,000-frane class can _ get 
money back in the home market. 

The vagaries of public reaction 
also enter into this and many of 
the lower budgeted films have 
turned out to be greater foreign 
grossers than the big ones. French 
aid to their producers to step up 
quality has usually boomeranged, 
leading to more production of 
cheapies by shoestring producers. 

The aid law gives 25% of the rew 
ceipts of a producer’s last film to 
go into his next pic with emphasis 
on the foreign market. With the 
declining foreign income the 
quickie film usually amortizing it- 
self on the home market has been 
able to get the subsidies easier 
than the more serious producers, 
Although this gave the appearance 
of production being up to par, 
there was a large backlog of sub 
standard pix not conductive to 
French prestige. 

Since the war, the budding pix 
industries in South America and 
the Far East have cut into the 
French export revenue. The strong 
rebirth of Italian film production 
also has led to the loss of markets 
in Latin America and North Afri- 
ca. Egypt has extensive distribu- 
tion in the Moslem countries while 
Argentina and Mexico have taken 
a firm place in the _ Spanish- 
speaking markets. 

Since the war a looksee at fig- 
ures shows that the market in the 
French-speaking areas has gone up 
a bit with an additional 140 films 
on those screens. German mar- 
ket has taken a big spurt from 9 
to 98 pix today and is an impor- 
tant foreign market factor. Ameri- 
can and British markets are still 
small with 33 for Great Britain 
and 24 for the U. S., mostly small, 
specialized art house market. 
Scandinavian markets have fallen 
and the South American markets 
have slumped drastically. Italy and 
Spain are holding about the same, 
but eastern European countries 
have fallea to a trickle. 
Unifrance Film Formed As Hype 

The need for a foreign market 
led to the founding of Unifrance 
Film in 1949 to hypo French pix 
abroad. Supported by government 
and industry funds, Unifrance 
creates special weeks of French 
pix abroad, is in charge of all in- 
ternational pic fests and is in 
charge of publicity to get countries 
French-film conscious. 

Product is usually sold foreign- 
wise on an outright forfeit basis 
or on a percentage deal. The for- 
feit system is usually used in 
smaller countries or where the b.0. 
control is negligible. The French 
government favors the percentage 
basis method and has taken a part 
of the risk involved by guarantee- 
ing the promised advance. These 
measures are unsure as a whole 
and producess usually deal in per 
centage with known companies 1 
which they have a measure of Con- 
fidence. 


Wayne Finishes ‘McLain’ 
Shooting in Honolulu 


Honolulu, June 17. 








Alma), Grand Splendid. 
“Jezebel” (Jezebel), Lasalle. 





“Gaites L’‘Escadreon,” Porte St Martin. | 


“Lorsque L’Enfant Parait,”” Nouveautes. 


“Mort Commis-Voyageur,” V. Colombier. | 


“Medea,” Nuevo. 

“Men in My Life” 
Vida), Smart. 

“Eyes Full of Love” (Ojes Lienos de 
Amor), Versailles. 

“Thou Art the Truth” (La Verdad Eres 
Tu), Patagonia. 


(Hombres en mi 





MADRID 


(Week ending June 21) 

“Give Back My Wife,” Albeniz. 

“Witch at the Palace.” Alcazar. 

“Four Kisses,” Alvarez Quintero. 

“Courtesan,” Calderon. 

“Seven Kisses of the Waiter,” Comico. 

“Condemned,” Espanol. 

“Twe Millions for Two,” Fuencaral. 

“Apprentice Lover,” Infanta Isabel. 

“Goddess of Sand.” Lara. 

“Tentation,“” Madrid. ‘ 

“Suitcases of the Other World,” Maria 
Guerrero. 

“Wit’s end,” Martin. 

“imperial Wielettes,” Lope de Vega. 

“This Way to Andatuzia,” Price. 





“Girt Bull Fighters,” Zarzueia, 


” 
John Wayne’s “Big Jim McLain 
| troupe has wound up shooting here 
‘and returned to Hollywood. Under 
stood that Warner Bros. is planning 
' advanced release date for this film. 
Wayne and Robert Fellows a'é cor 
producers. 

Picture ran into some 
troubles, eventually emerging — 
story of U. S. investigators’ sleut “ 
ing in Hawaii of un-American i 
tivities. Several unions J0!" rf 
sponsored a luau (Hawaiian feas 


script 


for cast and production staff # 
filming ended. izing & 
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Commons Oka 


Aduiscin Tax Cut 


For Small Exhibs; To Cost $560,000 


London, — ae 

ission tax concession de- 
~ a "help small exhibs, which 
t the Treasury ee Se 

ear, has been appr 
es House of Commons. It is the 
utcome of protracted negotiations 
with the picture industry and rep- 
resents a compromise 7x. exhib 
demands for total exemption on 
admissions up to 10c. The govern- 
ment has offered to halve the duty 

se seats. 
Ocienl government spokesman 
in the two hours Commons debate 
was J. Boyd-Carpenter, financial 
secretary to the treasury, who ex- 
plained that the industry plea for 
the small operator was rejected on 

ounds. 
= new tax scale also offers 
greater flexibility on other admis- 
sions in the lower price bracket. 
The government proposal .was 
resisted by the labor opposition, 
which was backing the trade’s case 
for full exemption on the 10c. ad- 
mission. Eric Fletcher, Labor M.P. 
who is also deputy chairman of 
the Associated British Picture 
Corp., said they had no confidence 
in the government figures and 
reckoned that total exemption for 
the 10c seats would not cost more 
than $85,000. 

In his reply to the debate, Boyd- 
Carpenter explained that the re- 
lief would be worth an average of 
$3.25 a week for the small theatre 
with gross takings of $280, and 
having fewer than 125 seats. Big- 
ger theatres with a capacity of 
1,500 to 2,000 seats would only be 
about 15c. a week better off. 


Twilight’ a Big Hit On 
Revival in London But 
‘Uranium’ Looks Dubious 


London, June 24. 

“Woman of Twilight,” which was 
a hit in London last season but 
which folded within a week on 
Broadway, has been successfully 
revived by Jack Hylton at the Vic- 
toria Palace. It bowed in last 
Wednesday (18) to a powerful ova- 
tion, and should hold the thea- 
tre until the new Crazy Gang show 
opens in the fall. 

There have been one or two 
major cast changes since the orig- 
inal production, with Freda Jack- 
son taking over the role of Helen 
Allistair and Lorraine Clewes 
playing Jess. The taut production 
appeared well suited for London 
tastes. 

“Uranium 235,” which tried out 
at the nabe Embassy Theatre last 
month, has beén switched by The- 
atre Workshop to the Comedy, 
Where it- preemed June 18. Al- 
though received in fine style, this 
left’ wing political tract must be 
considered a dubious proposition 
for the West End. It has little 
chance of staying more than just 
a limited season. 

“Dial M For Murder,” which 
James P. Sherwood presented at 
the Westminster last Thursday 
(19), is the first new play to come 
- the West End after scoring a 
zo on TV. It is a thriller, with a 
ea eate cast headed by Jane Bax- 
‘ave d Emrys Jones. Success of 
00 must be considered proble- 
ng In view of the millions al- 
reg familiar with the plot. In 
a intimate theatre, with its small 
y and limited overhead, it stands 

reasonable chance of paying off. 


POWELL QUITS KORDA, 
REJOINS PRESSBURGER 


Londen, June 24. 

a ell is breaking away 

soythnd po Korda after 

five years, and will 

independently, nee ee 
* Fesumes his partnership with 


ins Pressburger, his former 
backer sociate, in a pic with ballet 
Sround. Ludmilla Tcherina, 


“Ted in their former two films 
—s et one Se " 
mann,” will star. ales of Hoff 


signed 
will cos 








Michae] Pow 


— 


-insniintesiaiateaas 


Russo Films on Mexico TV 


Video -, Mexico City, June 17. 
Pioneer py tO". XEHTV, Mexico's 





Julian Sis Win Strike 
For More Coin in Mex 


Mexico City, June 24. 

First show biz strike in Mexico 
of its kind, individual players 
against an impresario for more 
coin, was won after three days by 
the Julian Sisters, song-dance trio. 
They forced the manager of the 
Teatro Cervantes, vaude-revue the- 
atre here, to pay them $28.90 daily | 
for their act. He didn’t seem to 
resent the strike because he booked | 
the act for eight weeks. 

Their strike did not blacklist | 
them in show biz. Following their | 
Cervantes chore, Julians are 
booked into the Follies for four 
weeks with option. 


‘Joan, Mating’ Big 
Grossers in Arg. 





Buenos Aires, June 17. 

While too early to tell how the! 
higher admission scales will affect 
film biz here, extremely , cold 
weather has boomed the boxoffice 
in recent weeks. Top biz recently 
was done by “Joan of Arc” (RKO) | 
and “Mating Season” (Par). “Joan,” 
playing day-date at the Trocadero, 
Libertador and Palacio del Cine 
(upped scale at 53c), grossed | 
$31,000 in the first six-day week, | 
all show biz folding on Inaugura- | 
tion Day. 


Ali three smallseaters | 


week run at the Ambassador. “711 





are sold out nightly. 
“Mating” pulled well in its three- 


Loew’s Names Karlin As 


Germany Sales Manager 
Myron Karlin, former Metro 
manager in Venezuela, has been 
named sales manager in Germany, 
according to an announcement yes- 


|terday (Tues.) by Loew’s Interna- 


tional veepee Morton A. Spring. 
Karlin is now en route to Frank- 
furt, where he'll assume his duties 
under territorial manager F. W. N. 
Beckett. Wolfgang Wolf takes 
over Karlin’s old spot in Venezue- 
la. Previously -he--was—with -the 
Motion Picture Export Assn.. in 
Austria. i ey a 





Foreign Acts Dominate 
Rome Outdoor Niteries; 


Lean on Tourist Trade 


Rome, June 17. 

With balmy Roman nights and 
no air conditioning ‘in clubs here, 
the open air nightclubs have 
opened for a _ promising three- 
month season. Thousands of tour- 
ists expected here this summer are 
expected to take advantage of these 
spots to view the foreign acts. 
Local audiences are mainly enter- 
tainment starved, so the prospect 
is for a healthy season. 

The Casino delle Rose in the 
Villa Borghese Park is divided into 


|two parts; the large beer garden 
|featuring modest prices, and the 


Club Lucciola, separated by a lat- 
ticework which is a little more ex- 
pensive. Opening week’s bill makes 
up an hour long show, and opens 


| with Nat Karson’s Empire Girls 
'from London. Line is followed by 
| Woodrow, English j ler; Senor , Iv 

¢ mee Capello, | °f Britain’s first company to spon- 


Carlos, Patrizia and 


| French dance team, and the Bern- | c 
| ment was made at the same time as 


| Prime Minister Churchill's declara- 


ard Bros. While this bill is not 
startling, the complete novelty here 
brings solid returns. 








3 Big Preems Tilt London Pix Biz; 
Tvanhoe’ Wham $11,500 in 3 Days, 
‘Quiet’ Loud 8146, ‘Macao’ 66 in 4 





Mex Legit, Vaude Upbeat : 


Prompts Theatre Const. 


Mexico City, June 17. 

With the theatre, legit as well as 
vaude and revues making a re- 
markable comeback after long be- 
ing moribund, urge fer more thea- 
tres has started. Six theatres are 
under construction here, scheduled 
for openings from now until this 
fall. ’ 

National Theatrical Federation 
revealed that the combined seating 
capacity of the 12 existing theatres 
is only 20,300. Of these houses, five 
are legit, the others vaude and 
revue. With 18 theatres in opera- 
tions, total number of seats is ex- 
pected to top 25,000. 


Top British Names 
In Com’ TV Setup 


London, June 24. 
Top names in film production, 
television, recording and finance 
are to join forces in the formation 





sorcommercial TV. The announce- 


tion in the House of Commons last 


London, June 17. 

Several major preems during 
this past stanza resulted in more 
buoyant tone at the West End box- 
office. A break in the weather also 
| helped, but too many favorable out- 
door days have kept large numbers 
away from picture theatres. 

Major newcomer last week wap 
Metro’s_ British-made “Ivanhoe,” 
which teed off with a royal preem 
before beginning its regular run. 
It chalked up a hefty $11,500 in its 
opening three days after getting 
more than $11,000 on the gala 
show. 

Republic also has a winner in 
“The Quiet Man” which opened to 
a handsome $8,500 in its first Plaza 
week, and maintained the same 
pace for the second weekend. An- 
other British-made film, “Who Goes 
There,” opened with a pleasing 
$2,000 in its first two days at the 
Carlton. “Quo Vadis” still is a 
nice draw at the Ritz in its 20th 
week. Most other hold-overs are 
below average. 

Estimates for Last week 

-Cariton (Par) (1,128; 70-$2.15)— 
“Who Goes There” (B-L). Helped 
by good press, and opened in pleas- 
ing style to get $2,000 in first two 
days. Stays on. 

Empire (M-G) (3,099; 55-$1.70)— 
“Ivanhoe” (M-G). Teed off with 
powerful $11,500 in first three days 
of normal run after royal gala 
preem. Stays, natch! 

Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 50-$1.70) 
—“Wait ‘Till Sun Shines Nellie” 
(20th) and “Outcasts of Poker Flat” 
(20th) (2d wk). Modest $2,000 for 
second weekend (4 days) after poor 
$3.600 opening frame. “Kangaroo” 





Claude Marchant, Negro ballet | Thursday night (19) of his inten-| (2(¢h) opens June 19. 


| dancer formerly with the Katharine 
| Dunham troupe, is at the Belvedere | 


tion to break the BBC monopoly. 


: , _ | Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
Linked in the new setup are Sir | (1,753: 50-$1.70) — “Just Across 


| delle Rose, with his own troupe, 


Ocean Drive” (Col) is doing nicely | 
at the Broadway and Luxor. “So|} 
Long at Fair” (U) held for three 
weeks at the Premier and could | 
have held longer, except for the 
protection law giving it only that 
long a run. 

“September Affair” (Par) still is 
running at neighborhood theatres, 
after nine weée&ks in first-run and 
moveover houses grossed $81,075. | 
“Cinderella” (RKO) continues hold- | 
ing at the Radar after doing $87,- | 


Local producers are claiming | 
records for their pix, which have | 
improved in quality this year. Best 
record goes to “Deshonra” :(Inter- 
americana-Mapol) which hit $27,000 | 
or near in the first five days at| 
Gran Rex, highest figure ever for | 
any pic in Argentina for such a 
period. Film has a sombre theme, 
but an all-star cast gave it a sock 
start. 

The new admission scale works 
out at around 53c, plus 4c tax for | 





Ist Public Showing Of 





London, June 17. 

First public demonstration of big 
screen TV, apart from the tele- 
kinema shows at last year’s Fes- 
tival of Britain, will be given at the 
Odeon, Leicester Square, starting 
next Thursday (26). Using the 
Rank Cintel equipment, the theatre | 


night performances during the com- | 
ing week. 

A basement room in the theatre 
will be converted into a studio and 
the transmission will be on a closed 
circuit. Leslie Mitchell will be 
commentator, while the show will 
be produced by S. McCormack. 

Program, which will be received 
on a 20-foot screen, may subse-| 
quently tour a number of other 





Luciana Dolliver, Claire and Leslie 
Conda, Jean Malvaut, and the Bal- 
let of St. Germain-des-Pres. The 
swank dining spot, Ostaria dell 


Orso, with the Cabala Club on the 
top floor ha¢ a French troupe of | 
impressionists, and Dennis Carle- 
| ton, American singer. They are to 
| keep open for a few weeks this | 


summer for a test. 
The Hotel Elysee has opened a 
roof for dining and dancing, the 


400 in 19 weeks. | Tor Florenza, offers dancing in the | 


| Electric and Musical 





| Alexander Aikman, chairman of | Street” (GFD) and “Anybody Seen 


Sir Alexander Korda, the London 
Films topper; Norman Collins, for- 
mer chief of BBC-TV, and now 
chairman of High Definition Films; 
C. O. Stanley, chief of Pye Radio, 
who pioneered the first British 


sponsored TV show last year on a 


closed circuit to MPs; Viscount 
Duncannon, and Sir Robert Ren- 
wick, last two havidg city financing 


| interests. 


Object of the new company, as 


garden of an old villa. The Tua- given in an official statement, will 


motu Dancers and Turman trio, 
billed as the Afro Cuban show, are 
at the Oasis. 


PAR’S ‘HOLIDAY’ SET 





TO SHOOT IN ROME 


Rome, June 17. 
Paramount’s “Roman Holiday,” 
starring Gregory Peck and British 
Audrey Hepburn, who was seen on 


here June 23. Director William 


Wyler production head Henry | 
Henigsen, an alumnus of “Quo. 
Vadis,” and _ assistant Lester | 


Koenig, have been here for several 
weeks making final preparations. | 


Big Screen TV in Brit. Pic is skedded for eight to 10. 


| weeks here. 


All editing, cutting, 
processing, music, and sound will 
be done in Rome. 

Margaret Rawlings and Courtney 
Williams arrive from London this 
week to take over roles in the 
picture. Tullio Carminati, Italian 
actor formerly of Hollywood, also 


will feature a fashion show at its | has been signed for a featured role. | 


Cast is not completed yet. 





Bernard Bros. Signed 


For Brit. ‘Decameron’ 


Rome, June 17. | 

The Bernard Bros., currently 
topping the bill at the Casino delle 
Rose, outdoor nightclub here, leave 
for Granada soon on a film assign- 
ment, “Decameron Nights,” Mike 


| throughout the world. 





Rank theatres which have recently 'Frankovich-Joe Auerbach pic be- 


be the technical and program de- 
velopment of TV and sound radio 
“This in- 
cludes the eventual provision of 
services for this country as envis- 
aged by the government’s White 
Paper,” it said. 

The new company will be regis- 
tered within the next two weeks 
and will have only a nominal share 
capital. 

: Still Long Way Off 

Sponsored television is a stage 


the Eva Peron Foundation (for-| Broadway last season in “Gigi,” nearer in Britain but still, in the 
merly 2c) and about 3c for the Film | stars shooting at Cine-Citta studios | opinion of the experts, a long way 
‘Union's Social Security Fund. 


off. The House of Commons, after 
an all-day debate last Wednesday 
(18), accepted by a majority of 28 
a government proposal to end ifi 
due course the BBC monopoly and 
to permit the introduction of com- 
petitive video. 

The debate was conducted on 
strict party lines. Government 
whips ordered their supporters to 
back the cabinet’s motion and to 
nix a Labor party amendment. 
One of 
porters, Beverley Baxter, who 
claimed considerable knowledge of 
sponsored TV in America, said he 
was voting for the government 
with a heavy heart. 

Chief government spokesman 
was Sir David Maxwell Fyfe, Home 
Secretary, who commented on the 

(Continued on page 15) 


Would Tax TV Listener, 
Reduce Exhib’s Levy 


Birmingham, June 17. 





Industries; | 


My Gal” (GFD) (2d wk). Fair 
$3,000 for second weekend after 
moderate $5,000 opening week. 
Stays a third round with “Scarlet 
Angel” (GFD) following June 26. 

London Pavilion (UA) (1,217; 50- 

$1.70) — “California Conquest” 
(Col) (2d wk). Second weekend was 
mild $2,200 after average $5,000 
first week. “Green Glove” (UA) 
| preems June 20. 
Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) 
| (2,200; 50-$1.70) — “Macao” (RKO) 
and “Half-Breed” (RKO). Tall 
$5,800 on first weekend (4 days). 
Holds for second week with “Im- 
portance of Being Earnest” (GFD) 
preeming June 26. 

Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) 
(2,200; 50-$1.70'\—‘‘Woman is Dan- 
gerous” (WB) (2d wk). Poor $3,600. 
Stays a third round with “Diplo- 
matic Courier’ (20th) following 
June 19. 

Plaza (Par) (1,902; 70-$1.70) — 
“Quiet Man” (Rep) (2d wk). Hand- 
some $4,000 for second weekend 
(3 days) after hefty $8,500 opening 
round. Holds. 

Ritz (M-G) (432; 90-$2.15)—‘‘Quo 
Vadis” (M-G) (20th wk). Still a 
major draw with strong $4,800 this 











the Conservative sup-| 


stanza. Stays indef. 

Warner (WB) (1,735; 50-$1.70\— 
|“Derby Day” (BL) (2d wk). Fair 
| $5,700. Stays a third week with 
poem Maru” (WB) opening June 


} 


| 





TOSCY HONOR GUEST AT 
GILLIS’ ROME CONCERT 


Rome, June 17. 

| American composer Don Gillis, 
of the NBC staff in New York, 
gave a concert here last week (10) 
,at the Eliseo Theatre, followed by 
|a program at the Open Gate Club, 
| where he played several of his jazz 
|compositions. Arturo Toscanini, 
who has used Gillis compositions 
twice on his NBC Symphony Or- 
chestra programs in New York, ac- 
cepted an invitation to appear at 
the concert as honor guest. The 
|/maestro had been in Rome from 
|Milan for a week visiting his 
| daughter and reportedly making 


been wired for TV. 





Chaplin’s New Femme 


Edinburgh, June 24. 
Claire Bloom, Charles Chaplin's 
leading lady in “Limelight,” the 
pic which he recently completed in 
Hollywood, will play Juliet in 


Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet” 





ibitins _ Station, has started ex- 

‘irst Cac es, Of Russian pix. | 
but res wi 's “Ivan the Terrible,” | 
are hor ‘se is mixed. Protestors | 


Venture OA es, enough to kill the | 


far | 


at the International Festival. 

Play will be presented by Old 
Vic. Athene Seyler will appear as 
the nurse, Peter Finch as Mercutio 
and William Devlin as the Prince 
of Verona. ‘ 


-99° rane 


| ing shot in Technicolor in Spain at 


'this time. 


| 


'Frankovich and 


Team is slated for a 
comedy spot in the British film 
which stars Joan Fontaine and 


Lead to Play ‘Juliet’ Louis Jourdan. 


made by _ producer 
wife, Binnie 
Barnes, who rep the brothers on 
picture deals. Frankoviches recent- 
ly sent the Bernards to Denmark 
for two TV shorts based on stories 
by Hans Christian Anderson. 


Deal was 





Other Foreign News 
On Page 15 








ay 


bh ¥ 





Cinema exhibitors here have put | arrangements to do some record- 
forward a novel idea to London|ings here. Gillis was assisted in 
executives. They suggest that all; the concert by the Chamber Or- 
televiewers in Great Britain should chestra of Rome. He conducted, 
be charged an additional $3 yearly presenting his “Symphony No. 
on their licenses, this to be ap-|5'2,” “Atlanta” and “Thomas 
propriated by the British Chancel- | Wolfe L’Americano.” 
lor of Exchequer towards reducing, Rome critics took a rap at the 
| entertainments tax for cinemas. |modern American music. Renzo 

This is part of the war against Rossellini, brother of film director 
TV which continues. The Hants; Roberto, critic for Il Messaggero, 
| branch of the Cinematograph Ex-| said “Gillis showed facility of com- 
'hibs Assn. says no good purpose | position which, however, could bet- 

will be served by holding any dis-|ter be employed.” Il Giornale 
cussions with the British Broad-, D’ltalia said that his music showed 
casting Corp. on televising films ‘total lack of invention, of person- 
| made for cinemas. - lality and of taste.” | 
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Wednesday, June 25, 1952 


_——— 








the 


door 






opens | 

on 

the 

most § 
exciting 
personality 
in 

America 
today 

... Most 
publicized 
... Most 
provocative 


In 





starring 


Richard U/idmark 
Marilyn Monroe 


with Anne Bancroft « Donna Corcoran 
Jeanne Cagney - Lurene Tuttle 


Produced by Directed by Screen Play by 
JULIAN BLAUSTEIN * ROY BAKER » DANIEL TARADASH 
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Paradoxes, In Show Biz-and Out, 


Everyday Stuff to Tourist Spain 


py LT. COL. BARNEY OLDFIELD + 


Madrid, June 17. 
Spain is a panorama of paradox. 
Though the opera is wor!d- 
famous, none among the peluque- 
a ' Sevilla plugs himself as 
Barber of Seville. - 
t wrapped some music around 
ng senorita who wrapped 


rias in 
“THE 
Biz 


ae und tobacco, but there is 
Cc nen Cigarette Co. in Valen- 
i sre it is all supposed to have 
nnene? 
oak to me” is the crap-shoot- 
er’s plea when rolling for a point 
the world over, but here it’s the 
way you answer the telephone. 
Near Vitoria in the north, where 
coats came from, 


acto! * vicuna P 
nohocy wears that kind of jacket. 
Although bull-fighting had its 


origin in and is the national pas- 
time of Spain, the bull ring in 
Madrid seats only 26,000, a third 
the size of Mexico City’s arena of 
blood and sand. : 

Third most popular souvenir sale 
to women in Spain is the mantilla, 
but when Claude Colbert, a good 
Catholic, was being guided point to 
point among the El Greco canvase$, 
she was Stalled at the doorway of 
the Cathedral of Toledo for lack 
of head covering— and not a man- 
tilla vendor was in sight. : 

Spaniards say Mario Cabre is a 
poor bull-fighter, poor poet and 
poor actor, yet the bull has never 
won against him, his poems to Ava 
Gardner attracted a wide press and 
the ire of Frank Sinatra, and his 
appearances on the street or in 
“Pandora” on the screen provoke 
girlish huzzahs. 

Formal Gypsy 

Gypsy Rose Lee, with a rep tied 
to taking things off, worked in 
“Babes from Bagdad” being filmed 
fn a Barcelona studio, and in all 
the harem and dancing girl scenes 
which were shot twice, once for 
Anglo-Saxon and once for Spanish 
release, had to supervise putting a 
few things on for the latter to satis- 
fy Iberian censors. 

Everywhere one goes in Spain, 
there is evidence of some dead 
King or Queen, but he is ‘also apt 
to encounter many live ones out of 
work. They cross the country to 
various European spas from where 
they have been beached in exile 
near Estoril, Portugal. 

The parade of toreadors is con- 
stant. brought in by the horns of 
buglers and taken out on the horns 
of bulls, but Brooklyn-born Sidney 
Franklin goes on forever. 

Jose Johnson 

The late Al Jolson used to give 
hotel bellhops 50e when he arrived 
on his tours, with instructions to 
page him every half hour, “just so 
they ll know I’m in town.” Jose 
Ferrer couldn't make a ripple with 
that in Spain, since Ferrer is the 
Spanish equivalent of Johnson in 
the U. S.. and Jose is within the 
first three names a mother thinks 
of when tagging kids. The Jose 
Ferrers of Spain range from an 
electrician in Sitges, a cobbler in 


Valencia, a doodad salesman in 
Granada, a goatherd near Alge- 
Ciras, 


pe and a waterboy in Valla- 
O'l"e 


A seal balancing ball act would | 


os in Spain, because any woman 
Who can't balance the family wash 


or a basket of fish on her head 
oo toting a loaded bucket in | 
acn 


hand isn’t worth marrying. 
It is common in the U. S. to ask 


for the check by calling it “the bad 
news tor which the Spanish equiv- 
alent is the “dolorossa.” It’s two 
ig bad, the maker sad that it 
vob more. and the recipient sad 
~ Cause if he had known how little 


ae soing to be, he would have 
prdered more—and if he decides 
sy alter all, he'll awaken next 
‘orning with his head on cross- 


Ways 

Phar , cbastian’s Paolino Uzcu- 
Jack = whom sportswriters in 
a... psey’s day attached the 
a te appellation of “the bat- 
lis 50. stU Woodchopper,” is in 
a as not fearsome, does not 


— and does not chop wood any 
ore. He is in the money, has a 


farm. 9 fam; 

on Lic family, and only turns out 
» PONINS Occasions as a spectator. 
1 


“ SS 
900.000 Hear Radio in Austria 
The ne. Vienna, June 17. 

», “umber of radio listeners, 
20d at 750,000 
- man ,1,500,000-mark ‘ today. 
ry’s ans that 22% of the coun- 
Cslimated 2 97y yp tnd 67% of the 


ated 99 
ase, 7-200,000 households own 








'Cantinflas’ Coin Drive 


Helps Fund for Needy 


Mexico City, June 17. 
Appeal to Mexico’s 5,000 multi- 
millionaires (in pesos) by “Cantin- 
flas’ (Mario Moreno), top money- 
rmaking pic-radio comic, to dig 
down deep to aid:the underprivi- 


| leged, has inspired many cash do-/“African Fantasy” and “Village in 


| nations, several from film trade 
| toppers, averaging $1,150 each. He 
donated $1,150 himself. 

Moreno avers that is up to each 
| multimillionaire to give that much 
regularly every year. Comic is also 
working for the establishment of 
a bank here to handle this private 
charities coin. 


Not Yet Completed But 
‘Schweitzer’ Amortized 
Via Big Foreign Deals 


Paris, June 24. 

“It Is Midnight Dr. Schweitzer” 
(Nordia), French film still in pro- 
duction, has already been amortized 
by foreign sales. Extremely high 
operating nut of 140,000,000 francs 
($400,000) has been covered by 
sales to Austria, Germany, Switzer- 
land and Belgium. The average 
French pic costs 60,000,000 francs 
and rarely makes its cost in the 
French market unless of strong 
caliber and containing high star 
value. “Schweitzer” has the Pierre 
Fresnay name for marquee lure 
and the exploitation value of the 
Dr. Schweitzer name. 

Gamma Films will distribute in 
Germany, Austria and Switzerland, 
Atos in Belgium and Cocinor will 
handle here. Film will be finished 
in October and have a gala preem 
at the Opera with proceeds to go 
for the Schweitzer Hospital in Ga- 
bon, Africa. Schweitzer previously 
refused $500,000 for his hospital 
treasury, offered by U. S. compa- 
1 for the rights to filming his 
life. 

Dr. Schweitzer insisted he would 
only give the rights to a French 
company. He stipulated that the 
crew. would be completely French 
and that only a Gallic version 
would be made. However, pic will 
be dubbed into English when fin- 
ished’ by the original cast, many 
of whom speak English. Film is be- 
ing repped for the U. S. by Ameri- 
can publicity woman, Caryl Bar- 
rett, who also is in charge of Amer- 
ican sales. 











Top Brit. Names 
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led to self-satisfaction and com- 
placency. He reassured the House 
there would be a controlling body 
over sponsored stations to guard 
against abuse, regulate their con- 
duct and advise on the granting of 
licenses. There would also be Par- 
liamentary control over the terms 
of sponsored TV. He could not 








|of around $300, however, are rather 
“brute force of a monopoly” that 





Ellington Suite For 
:; Two African Shorts 


> Rome, June 17, 

Giorgie Moser, who obtained 
world rights to Duke Ellington's 
composition, “Liberian Suite,’ 
will use the American composer's 
work as musical background for 
two short subjects made in Af- 
rica. Moser and cameraman An- 
tonio Busia, of the Omnibus Film 
Co., recently returned here after 
several months lensing in Africa. 


New Arg. Cabinet's Nationalism 
Stress Seen Tough for U.S. Films 


Buenos Aires, June 17. 
The inauguration of President 
Peron’s new _ presidential term 
posed a big question for U. S. film 
distributors in Argentina since the 





‘Streetcar’ Picked Top 
Film by Greek Crix 








Eight subjects in different. set- | 


| tings make up “Free Warid,” done | 
| in 


black 


clude 
“Nana Krou,”"“dunglé -ef° Tron,’ 
the Jungle.” 


and: white. «Five.“other | voted “Streetcar Named Desire’ as 
documentaries; «some “ths Gétor, in- the best foreign film released dur- 


“Come Daughter -6f Africa,” ing 


few cabinet changes made in the 
Athens, June 17 new .administration may effect 
The Greek Film Critics Assn.|their future considerably Dr. 


Ramon A. Cereijo, former treasury 
minister and signatory of the John- 


1951-52. Vivian Leigh was/|ston-Cereijo pat was exeluded 
voted best actress for her perform- | from the cabinet. becoming a full- 
ance in “Streetcar.” time administrator of the. Eva 

Best actor award went to Ger-| Peron Foundation, a social aid or- 
|rard Philippe for his performance | ganization founded by the presi- 


in “La Beaute du Diable”’ and in 
the film, “Souvenirs Perdus.” Best 


dent’s wife. 
Dr. Cereijo’s replacement in the 


director prize went to William! treasury post is 46-year-old Dr. 
Wyler for his film, “Sunset Boule-| Pedro Jose Bonnani, formerly 
vard.” |prexy of the National Savings 

The Greek crix picked the fol-| Bank. The Ministry of Econem’c 





Arg. TV Moves 
At Snail’s Pace 


Buenos Aires, Jtne 17. 


Although Standard Electric’s | 
latest type video transmitter, in- 
augurated last October, affords Ar- | 
gentine tele-viewers an excellently | 
clear picture, video is not catching | 
on at ail in this country. Quite a 
few importers of video sets and 
spares for video set construction 
are facing financial gimmicks 
through inability to dispose of 
their stocks. 


There seems to be a jinx con- 
nected with television here. In the 
first place, the local TV originator, 
Senor Jaime Yankelevich, who got 
the first video transmitter for his 
Belgrano radio network, died last 
February, only a few months after 
inaugurating telecasts over his out- 
let. At the same time, Madame 
Peron, who had been expected to 
star as video’s chief program item, 
was hospitalized early in the year, 
and her recovery is a slow process 
and she has not been able to face 
the video cameras. Then the Phil- 
co factory, which had been busy as- 
sembling television receivers which 
were to sell at more moderate 
prices, was destroyed by a fire} 
which not only entirely razed its | 
plant buildings, but also burned the | 
stocks of television sets. 

There are now plenty of video| 
sets in local stores, both imported | 
sets and locally assembled ones, 
but about the only enthusiasm 
aroused becomes evident on Sun- 
days when the football (soccer) 
matches are televised and groups 
of sports fans congregate early out- 
side the stores which provide these 
cuffo demonstrations. 

Although the promised credits 
which the Industrial Credit Bank 
was expected to grant for pur- 
chasers of video sets on generous 
10-year terms have yet to material- 
ize, most stores offer fairly easy 
installment plans for video set 
sales. The initial down payments 





high for the average family budg- 
et, particularly in the case of a non- 
essential gadget like video. 

Local advertisers are holding off 
determinedly and refusing to back 
the new media. Some say the ques- 
tion of local video is a vicious cir- 
cle: stemming from bad video pro- 
gramming. Sets are not sold be-! 





lowing as the top 10 films: “Street- 
ear,” “Sunset Boulevard,” “Justice 
est Faite,” “All About Eve,” “Born 
Yesterday,” “Outcast of Islands,” 
“Sciuscia,” “Cacia Tragica,” “Seven 
Days to Noon” and ‘The Set-up.” 


Dr. Al- 
former 


with 
Morales, 
as head. He will 
activities oi other de- 
partments and be immediate ad- 
viser to the president A new 
| Ministry of Foreign Trade was also 
created, which is headed by Dr. 
Antonio Cafiero, once a financial 
attache at the Washington embassy. 


Dramas Pacing British TV 
In Full Legit Treatment; |i: 9 gears tang a osc 
Picayune Star Salaries) ministers. 


Affairs was created, 
fredo Gomez 

finance minister, 
coordinate 





| nationalist trend in the 
Londen, June 17. | newly organized cabinet bodes ill 

Whatever the limitations of Brit-| for the film representatives, with 
ish TV may be, it’s generally ac-| pacting future import permits 


cepted that it excels in the field 
of drama. Many postwar dramatic 
productions have set a pattern for 
quality which has far outstripped 
programs on other BBC divisions. 

Despite budget limitations, the 
BBC-TV play is given the same 
treatment as a professional West 
End legit production. Preparation 
starts three months ahead of pro- 
duction. More than a month in!port Argentine films, but also sell 
advance of D-day, producer has set | Argentina plenty of raw stock. Al- 
his casting and contracts, okayed | though decreed under the previous 
his shooting script and lined up| administration, the ban against for- 
his rehearsal schedule and techni-| eign newsreel imports is an exam- 
cal requirements. | ple of this policy. 

Active’ rehearsals start three Senor Raul Alejandro Apold re- 
weeks before the program goes on | tained his seat as Press & Infor- 
the air. These are mainly held in| mation Minister in the new cabinet 
hired rehearsal rooms. The full-| and continues control over all en- 
dress rehearsal in the studio, com-| tertainment activities in the coun- 
plete with cameras and lights,/try through the Entertainment 
takes place a day before produc-| Bogard. 
tion. Rarely is a producer allotted U. S. distributors have yet to get 
more than one to one-and-a-half | any action on the clause in the 
days for full studio rehearsal. Johnston-Cereijo pact which should 

Main BBC drama _ presentation | ajlow them to thaw out $1,000,000 
is beamed in the Sunday night | jn frozen rentals per year. Discus- 
program with a repeat scheduled | sion on this awaits the arrival of 
for the following Thursday. A less | Joaquin Rickard, Latin-American 
important drama presentation is! WpAA ren. 
featured on Tuesday evenings. Pro- . 
duction budgets are kept to mod- 


est levels. A single set play with. Ray Ventura Sets Pix 


a cast of four or five cguld be 


put on for just over $1,000, while | For U. S. Distribution 


a top Shakespearean or Shaw spec- 


probably even more difficult than 
before. The foreign trade minis- 
ter announced that his policy would 
be to buy from those countries 
which sold Argerfina what she 
most needed. This is taken to 
mean that on film imports the new 
economic team will insist on reci- 
procity terms. It may also mean 
that the U. S. should not only im- 





tacle would come out under $3,- Paris, June 24. 
500. Ray Ventura, head of Hoche Pro- 
Star salaries are notoriously ductions here, set up a U.S. distri- 


low. Average .payment for a pro- | bution deal ‘through his interna- 
duction, including the full rehear-| tional distrib branch, Mondex 
sal period and the repeat, ranges | Films. 

from $150 to $200. Occasionally a} Hoche is also getting ready to 
top-ranking artist might get double release the Yves Allegret film, 
that figure. But the BBC claims |‘‘Mad Girl of Dublin,” in French 
it has never lost a potential star | and English versions. To facilitate 
over money. Availability is more! shooting here, only closeups and 
often the difficulty. medium shots were shot bilingual- 


in 1945, | 


cause the programs are so inept, 
there are no sponsors because there 
are’ so few sets sold. 


London Film Notes 


London, June 17. 


agree that a debasement of pro-| 
gramming must follow from com- 
mercial competition, and he was, 
not impressed by the analogy of the 
| U.S. “We had our British way of 
resolving problems of taste, and 
were a much more mature and! Joe Mankiewicz here on quickie 
sophisticated people than those of to line up English artists for 
the U.S.,” he said. | Metro’s “Julius Caesar” pic, which 
Opposition to sponsorship was| stars James Mason, Deborah Kerr 
_led by Herbert Morrison, former | and Louis Calhern. Expects to be 
Home Secretary and Foreign Min-| back in a few days to start shoot- 
ister, who referred to the FCC re-| ing . . . Jules Stein here to see the 
port published last March in Wash- | new Music Corp. of America offices 
ington, in which a four-hour chil-|in the Empress Club _ building. 
dren’s show featured 13 murders, | Stein left for a — Fn 
four sluggings, six kidnappings, ror meat 5 berg y WA, aaa hie aan 
etc., and thought that sort of thing | eae of = sal and general _ biz. 
might happen here. He felt it was| Leaves for N. ¥. July 9, but will 
egg in a greater or lesser pe back in two weeks. 
egree. He strongly believed that| Claudette Colbert planed from 
commercial TV would lead to a 


re! y 0 Paris June 15 to see the Jack 
competitive drive in a downward 





the BBC monopoly, and hoped that 
before long it would be possible 
for the experiment to be started. 
He refused to accept the implica- 
tion that competitive TV would 
lead to bad and vulgar programs, 
as the controlling body would be) 


of “Jungle Honeymoon,” which 
Music Corp. of America wants her 
to star in. Pic would be made in 
Hollywood this fall...Max Green, 
ace cameraman, wanted by Irving 





Herbert Wilcox, who has 


taste. him. 





As all BBC programs are in the 


sustaining class; there is no rigid | 
|restriction on 


time. Plays are 
trimmed only for production pur- 
poses and not to keep within a 
stipulated program time. Some of 
the hit plays in recent months have 
run for close on two hours, with 
just a short intermission. 

Current trend in recent produc- 
tions has been the increasing use 
of film inserts. Almost every play 
this year has used this technique 
in some degree or other. Back 
projection is also frequently used. 


Paris’ U .S. Art Pic Fest 


Paris, June 17. 
First American Art Film Festi- 





| val will be held here June 24-25. 
| American Federation of Arts is 


ing adapted for films under title; pay) M. LaPorte’s 


| 


him vesrsial 


sponsoring the. event, whose pro- 


Benny opening at the London Pal-| gram was prepared with coopera- 


direction. ‘ladium and left the next day for|tion of U. S. distributors and pro- 
Asst. Postmaster General L. D.| Paris where she is, staying this| ducers as well as UNESCO, Cine- 

Gammans, in winding up the de- summer. She is taking with her) matheque Francaise and The 

bate, emphasized that the govern-| “Everything But Elephants,” book | Friends of Art in Paris. 

ment was in earnest in breaking bY Virginia Pearson, which is be- Included in the program are 


“Sculpture in 
Minnesota,’ Robert Gardner's “To- 
bey: Artist,” Thomas Bouchard’s 
color film, “Joan Miro Makes a 
Color Print,” and Namuth and 


Allen for “The Red Beret,” but| Falkenberg’s film on the contro- 
“Jackson Pollock.” | 


artist, 


ly, remainder being dubbed 
Ventura has released a dubbed 
English version of his ‘We'll Go to 


Paris” in London. He still has not 
placed his “Baby Beats Band,” 
English version of ‘“‘“Monte Cario 


Baby.” for the U. S. or London. 
American rep Joaquin Rickard. 





Bad Biz 


tt» centinmue@d from page 7 a—— J 
$505,034,000; had a net income of 
$62,262,000; paid their stockho!d- 
ers $15,055,000, and Uncle Sam 
$23.955,000 in taxes. Companies 
in the red lost a total of $19,188,- 
000 on a gross business of $178,- 
909,000, 

One interesting motion picture 
figure is for advertising. All 
branches of the industry combined 
paid $62,333,000 for advertising in 














1949; while amusements except 
motion pictures paid only $14,- 
859,000. 


Film industry reported only $1,- 
426.000 in bad debts during the 
year. 

Total assets of pix during the 
year were figured ai $1,796,519,000, 
compared with $530,959,000 for 
amusements other than pix. The 
film producers and exhibitors re- 


| 


there to prevent any lowering of| under contract, refused to release| Last year the AFA sponsored a) ported surplus and undivided prof- 
| similar festival at Woodstock, N. Y.' its of $708,366,000. 
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now BIG 1s IWANHOE 2 


“SEEING IS BELIEVING” 


PREDICTION! 





When theatre men _ representing 
10,000 houses selected “IVANHOE” 
as the No. 1 attraction at M-G-M’s 
“Seeing Is Believing” meeting, the 
news spread like wild-fire through 
the industry. 


The trade press has unanimously 
acclaimed “IVANHOE”. The 


reviews predict a goldmine. 


The good judgment of exhibitors 
and trade press has been richly 
confirmed. 


See the answer to “How BIG is 
‘IVANHOE’?” in the column to 
the right. 


WORLD PREMIERE 


“IVANHOE” has SMASHED A 
23-YEAR RECORD in its London 
World Premiere and that’s BIG in 
any language anywhere! Money 
talks whether it’s in yen, pounds or 
dollars. 


While it was expected to be a natu- 
ral draw there, it takes a picture 
with big muscles to SMASH A 
23-YEAR RECORD. 


This is electrifying news indeed for 
M-G-M, which poured a fortune into 
“IVANHOE”, It is added reason for 
all exhibitors to attend one of the 
92 Theatre Trade Shows. See for 
yourself the stature, the thrill, the 
Technicolor beauty of this Giant 
Film of our Generation. 


M-G-M presents Sir Walter Scott's 
Famed Novel “IVANHOE” 
starring ROBERT TAYLOR 
ELIZABETH TAYLOR + JOAN 
FONTAINE + GEORGE 
SANDERS « EMLYN WILLIAMS 
Color by Technicolor + Screen 
Play by Noel Langley + Adaptation 
by AEneas MacKenzie + Directed 
by Richard Thorpe + Produced 
by Pandro S. Berman, 





More and more 
you'll hear this: 


"NEVER A 


SHOW LIKE 
IVANHOE! 
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~~ Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Krasna, his former partner, Jerry 
ducer credit on “The Lusty Men.” Agreement was 

e of them would get the credit, provided he cid more than two- 
n 


Under an agreement with Norman 
Wald draws sole pro 
that 0 
thirds 
Veil, 
pilling. 


of the work. 


Recent 
caution last wee 


is atch. ” 
(0) D Po bvious dangers lurk” in 


foot oe d the reviving of a poor quality picture just because its star, 
amous, is now a powerhouse at the boxoffice. “This sort of 
jamage star reputations,’ 


yestione , 
not then ! 


ing can ¢ ai 
WoensivelY nurtured over the years, he said. 
expensive.y = 

rget titles and, V 
ae sold something they’ve seen 


well on first sight,” Wilson added. 


condemned , 

utmost critic 
paying ¢ 
recovere 





David Mavity, operator of the Pix Theatre, White Plains, N. Y., has 
been having trouble getting distribs to sell him films he thinks particu 
larly suitable for his 400-seat arty. oT . be ——— 
ualers. Distribs generally prefer to give these to larger ues.) sent a letter to the four 
ts, if they can find such buyers. Thus Mavity has been | ¢twork presidents urging them 


necessarily ling" 
houses or circul 


In their first three RKO productions, “The Blue 
S ’pehave Yourself” and “Clash By Night,” they split producer | Req se,» 





flood of film reissues and revivals brought a warning note of | 
k from Samuel T. Wilson, film critic of the Columbus 
“Discriminating reissues” are okay, said Wilson, but 


d, walking in on a revival bill, can get right mad at | 


RKO Holding Up ‘Savage’ 
For ‘Red Sea’ Coupling 


RKO is holding up release of 
“Tarzan’s Savage Fury” in order to 
send it out as a package with an- 
other So! Lesser pic, “Under the 
Pair will probably go 
into distribution in September. 

Latest in the “Tarzan” series 
was originally slated for spring re- 
lease. ‘Red Sea” is a documen- 
tary by Hans Haas of explorations 
yon the bottom of the ocean. 


TV-Press Fight 


Continued from page | eee 





the revival trend. He seriously 














’ which’ have been carefully and 
“Also, a lot of patrons 








before and maybe didn’t like too 





“Reissues, as such, are not to be} 


But studios, and certainly exhibitors, must exercise the | closed meeting-room doors in a| 
al judgment in selection of material to be presented to 
ustomers for a second time, or a third. If not, a lot of recently- | 
d audience may again go into its disappearing act.” 


coast-to-coast broadcast. Such a 
move, they aver, will indicate to 
the public how the political big- 
gies operate in the _ traditional 
smoke-filled rooms. 

To further the TV fight, the 
He seeks “specialized” pix, not | American TV Society yesterday 


“ way” , : is | that the entire industry looks to 
ing this week results on “The River” (UA), to prove his thesis > se 
oo nesoaial films take special theatres.” Pic, originally booked for a | the nets to lead the battle. Letter, 


single stanza, 
the initia 


starts its third week tomorrow (Thurs.). ct M . : ~ a 
| session and almost the same this round, Pix has far out- | Pr©xy and Mutual veepee, cites the 


With $3,400 | signed by Julius F. Seebach, ATS 


grossed the film's engagements at non-arty houses in other Westchester | Teported ban against video as a 


towns. 


music stores and camera shops, setting up special exhibits, etc. 





Billy Rose, who reportedly owns several thousand shares of United 
Paramount Theatres common stock, this week refused comment on 
reports he'll try to enlist the support of other UPT investors in a 
stockholders’ fight against management, because of the recent reduc- 
However, 
over the divvy cutting, in view of the corporation's strong cash position. 
While nixing a statement at this time, on his intentions, the theatrical 
producer told a reporter, “If any shenanigans come out of this, you'll 


tion in the dividend rate. 


know about them.” 





Unusual situation came to light this week in which a distrib turned 
down an exhib’s request for a reissue, although the pic was an out- 


standing grosser. Pic involved was 


Lancaster-Harold Hecht indie production which Warner Bros. released. 


WB told the theatre op that there 


partnership deal between the company and the indie production outfit 
that it didn’t want any more headaches. This, despite the fact that the | media. 
picture did big biz, Warners informed the exhib. 





First annual award for the best essay on motion pietures submitted point out, 
by a student of The School of Performing Arts, N. Y., was presented 


Monday (23) by the motion picture 


Committee at the school’s graduation exercises. Arthur Knight, Satur- 
day Review of Literature film critic, and George Fiedler, member of 
the AVC’s national planning committee, handed a U. S. Savings bond 
to winner Alison Koprowski on behalf of the chapter. 


Mavity did a heavy exploitation job, tying in with schools, “discrimination against which TV 


must fight.” If any reporting of 
the meets is allowed, the ATS as- 
serts, then all news agencies, in- 
cluding TV, must be allowed on an 
equal basis. Since the ATS repre- 
sents all segments of the video in- 
dustry, it’s expected that the let- 
ter will prove a potent weapon in 
the hands of the nets when they 
join battle with the GOP execs. 

In answer to newspaper claims 
that TV, through its inherent im- 
mediacy, is able to scoop them un- 
mercifully and unfairly on their 
own press conferences, the TV 
execs claim their medium is the 
newest method of news reporting 
and should be expected to operate 
in a different manner than existing 
Just because a daily news- 
paper can get the news out to 
readers ahead of a weekly, they 
is no reason for the 


M dailies to be banned from press 
chapter of the American Veterans | conferences. p 


it’s apparent that Rose is burned 


“The Flame and the Arrow,” Burt 


were so many complications in the 





Taft-Ike Booms Set Sales 
Minneapolis, June 24. 
The hot fight between Taft and 











| ‘Hot Pix for Cold B.0.’ 


Continued from page 7 as 








have been ordered for a big sum- 
mer playoff. 


Par also has the Bob Hope-Jane 
Russell starrer, “Son of Paleface,” 
set for August, despite the fact that 
it doesn’t even have prints yet. 
Breakdown of the distrib’s summer 
release slate discloses that a pair 
of medium budgeters, “Atomic 
City” and “Denver & Rio Grande,” 
moved out in June. “Encore,” 
Jumping Jacks” and “Greatest 
Show” follow in July, while “Pale- 


face” and “Carrie” are the August 
entries, 


Typical of exhibitor pleas for 
top b.o. pix during the summer was 
a letter sent by Wilbur Snaper, 
head of National Allied, early this 
month to all the majors’ sales man- 
agers. He suggested that the sales 
chiefs bend every effort to funnel 
quality product to theatremen in| 
June, July and August, so that | 
Competition from the weather and 
other forms of entertainment might 
be better offset. 

Longtime Policy 


In rebuttal to Goldenson’s beef, 
haper’s letter and sundry other 
exhib complaints, practically all of 
= Majors insist that they have 
ens been Seared to a policy of re- 
- #sing top pictures throughout the 
year. They're at loss, they say, to 
account for such squawks. A Metro 
Spokesman notes that only last 
month the studio brought a num- 
me of exhibitors to Hollywood on 
Pi, is believing” junket in 
ich such summer films as “Pat 
_ Mike,” “Scaramouche,” “Love- | 
pA a Look At” and “Ivanhoe,” | 
28 Others, were run off for the | 

Visiting theatremen. 
soreey of other majors shows that | 
i Tas have what they consider 
mer benve array of solid sum- 
eal . fare. Columbia has “The 
tors. wv atrior,” “Montana Terri- 
ee aula” and “Walk East on 
or .n set for June. “The Brig- 
a. with ‘Tony Dexter-Jody Law- 
Com A California Conquest,” with 
“Chine Wilde-Teresa Wright; | 
} hte Creek,” with George | 
ith mtg 4 and “Red Snow,” 
"Uy Madison, are tabbed for 











Eisenhower for the Republican 
presidential nomination may not 
be too good a thing for the party, 
| but it’s proving a blessing for TV 
|dealers here, according to a 
survey. 











heatres May Net | 


Continued from page 3 =e 


how good the fight proves. If it’s 
an exciting, action-filled, dramatic 
affair, theatres undoubtedly will 
clamor to get the pix, If it proves 
drab, distribs will undoubtedly 
have difficulty moving their prints 
after the early runs. 

It’s figured, however, that the 
newsreel should bring a minimum 
of $100,000, if the fight proves any 
good at all. That could go up to 
$150,000 or more in rentals, from 
which, of course, distribution costs 
must be deducted. 





T 





Disney, ‘Kong 
Reissues May Up 
RKO Into Black 


Couple of reissues, one 14 years 
old and the other 18, could conceiv- 
ably pull RKO out of the red. Old- 
ies are Walt Disney's “Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs,” filmed in 
1928, and the studio’s own “King 
Kong,” from 1933. “Snow White,” 
started into its second re-release 





Potential of theatre tele and 
newsreels combined is thus in ex- 
cess of $200,000. Gate receipts at 
Yankee Stadium will be about 
$325,000. 

Exhibs Pleased 


Exhib leaders are very pleased 
at theatres being able to provide 
such heavy coin, since they think 
it will be an incentive in the future 
for IBC and other promoters to 
keep the fisticuffs off home tele. A 
fight such as Robinson-Maxim, 
were it available for free on living 
room receivers, would do tremen- 
dous damage to theatre b.o.’s to- 
night. 


Deal made by Roberts, former 
Selznick staffer, with  states- 
righters for the two-reel film ver- 


| last February, is seen headed for a 
$2,000,000 gross. There have been 
ino predictions on the overall take 
lof “Kong,” but on the basis of 
opening returns iast .week RKO 
execs are unusually optimistic. 
Launched in five territories—De- 
troit, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Indi- 
ananojis and Pittsburgh—“Kong” 
nebbed more than 400 dates. B.o. 
results of the first day’s playing 
were bailed as “che highest in 
| years,” despite a 9l-iegree temper- 
|ature throughout the midwest. At 
|Detroit’s Palm State, the pic 
| grossed $4,700 for the opening day, 
|which is $200 less than the com- 
| bined total gross of four recent 
|RKO first-run “A” pix, according 
to an RKO exec. Kickoff day 





sion calls for an advance guarantee | brought in $3,600 at the Palace, 
equal to cost of the prints deliv-| Cincinnati; $1,558 at the Grand, 
ered to them. Exhibs are getting| Columbus; $1,619 at the Colonial, 
a break, incidentally, as a result of | Dayton; $1,634 at the Rivoli, To- 
the postponement of the fight from | ledo, and $1,374 at the Palace, Can- 


Monday to tonight. Monday is 
regular newsreel makeup night and 
labs are busy turning out their 
normal work. On the other hand, 
they’re free on Wednesday nights, 
so that work will start on prints at 
once and they'll be rushed into 
theatres tomorrow. 


Exhib Harry Brandt has con- 
tracted to handle distribution in 
the New York territory. Lippert 
exchanges will handle the pix in 
Detroit, Chicago, Indianapolis, 
Cincinnati, Cleveland, Buffalo and 
Boston. Irving Levin will dis- 
tribute to 11 western states out of 
Los Angeles and also service Dai- 
las and Oklahoma City. 

Ike and Harry Katz’s Kay Films 
will distribute in Washington, At- 
lanta, Charlotte, Memphis and 
New Orleans. Canada will be han- 
dled by Cardinal Films. 

Brandt is playing the pix in four 
of his houses on Broadway. They 
are the Globe, Trans-Lux, New Am- 
sterdam and New York. 





| ton. 


Similar saturation preems are 
planned for other exchange areas. 
“Kong” is set for the entire Coast 
region on July 16, and a week later 
it will open in Boston, Buffalo, Al- 
bany, New Haven, Philadelphia and 
Washington. A New York area 
launching is slated for August, with 
the possibility that a Broadway 
house may also be included. 


Both “Snow White” and “Kong” 
were pushed with the type of bally 
usually reserved for a top “A” pic. 
However, with RKO lacking an 
outstanding ffirst-run exploitable 
film, company’s pub-ad department 
went all out in its promotion pitch. 
Campaign on “Kong” was de- 
scribed as the first all-out venture 
employing TV. Company used 14 
video stations in the midwest area 
with a concentration of spots. 
Every available spot was purchased 
for the presentation of special film 
trailers. In addition, campaign was 
backed by a spot drive on 28 AM 








July. Tentatively down for August 
is the Rita Hayworth starrer, “Af- 
fair in Trinidad,” plus “The Happy 


June hitherto has been one of | 


the year’s dullest months for afore- 
said dealers. During the past few 
weeks, however, sales have been 





| outlets. 


| According to Terry Turner, 
| RKO’s exploitation topper, the re- 





Time.” P 
2 7 - booming, it’s revealed. And the 
RKO’s June lineup includes! qoalers ‘attribute it to the Taft- 


“Clash By Night” and “King aoe Eisenhower scrap which has been 
(reissue). “Story of Robin Hood,” |, creat publicity buildup for the 
The Wild Heart,” “The Big Sky” | televising of the forthcoming con- 
and “One Minute to Zero” are) vention. 

slotted for July. “Sudden Fear, Before the television stations 
the Joan Crawford starrer, will themselves and the newspapers 


move out in August. here started letting the folks know 

20th-Fox has “Kangaroo” and the extent of the political conven- 
“Lydia Bailey” plus two reissues, | tions’ TV coverage during the past 
“Leave Her to Heaven” and “The fortnight, TV set sales had been 
Rains Came,” in June. Following | unusually slack in the Twin Cities. 
month finds “Diplomatic Courier,” |The pickup, however, came sud- 
a Tyrone Power-Patricia Neal|denly and sharply, dealers report. 
starrer; “Wait Tiil the Sun Shines, | 











Continued from page 5 











{o say it s® specifically in the ar- 
bitration papers. Feeling in exhib 
circles was that the bold statement 
of protection for the distribs could 
have an adverse psychological ef- 
fect when the full arbitration plan 
is passed arcund to hinterland the- 
atre ops for their approval. 
‘Fair’ Rental Query 
Suggestion was made last week 
that the film companies convey, in 
rough estimates, the amount of coin 
which they figure as equitable in 


sults proved conclusively that TV, 
given the proper vehicle and for- 
mat, could be an excellent aid to 
films, just as radio proved to be. 
Turner said that videoites were 
anxious to prove their ability to 
sell pix, but were at first disap- 
pointed when offered a reissue. 
Bally exec asserted, however, that 
they showed that “TV can be har- 
nessed and used to sell pix.” 


Distrib Probe 


Continued from page 3 












Nellie,” ‘‘Lady in the Iron Mask” | 
and “We're Not Married,” along | 
with a pair of reissues, “The Black | 
Swan” and “To the Shores of Trip- | 


oli.” Marshalled for August are | =———_ Continued from page 3 Se | of discouraging unreasonably high 


“Dream Boat,” “Les Miserables,” | 
“What Price Glory?” and ‘Don’t | 
Bother to Knock.” Latter is a 
Marilyn Monroe-Richard Widmark | 


starrer. 


Universal's warm-weather cellu- | 
loid ammunition includes “Ivory | 
Hunter,” “Just Across the Street” | 
and “Scarlet Angel” in June.) 
“Francis Goes to West Point,” “Has | 
Anybody Seen My Gal?” and ‘Sally | 
and Saint Anne” follow in July. | 
Listed for August are “Duel at Sil- | 
ver Creek,” “Lost in Alaska” (Ab- | 
bott & Costello) and “The World 
in His Arms.” Last-named stars | 
Gregory Peck and Ann Blyth. 


Warner slate embraces ‘Carson 


| City,” “Three for Bedroom C” and | 


“The Winning Team” in June. Set} 
for July are “She’s Working Her 





i; Greene-RKO 





sociates, who gave him their 
proxies in the battle with the cir- 
cuit’s management last fall to win 
the places on the board, also are 
understood to be buying additional 


stock. At the next annual meeting, | 


Greene may thus be in good posi- 
tion to win one or more additional 
seats. 

The 4,500 shares bought during 
May give Greene a total of 48,850. 
According to the SEC report, these 
are divided as follows: Chemical 
Bank & Trust as trustee under an 
agreement with David J. Greene 
dated Feb. 17, 1937, for Dorothy 


|Greene (wife) as beneficiary, 18,- 


800 shares; Greene direct, 16,450 
shares; Greene partnership, 10,000 
shares; Dorothy Greene, 3,000 
shares; Barbara Greene (daugh- 


Way Through College,” with Vir-|ter), 300 shares, and Laurence 
ginia Mayo and Ronald Reagan; | Greene (son), 300 shares. 


and “The Story of Will Rogers,” | 


with Jane Wyman and Will Rogers, 
Jr. August entries are ‘“Where’s 
Charley?” and “Big Jim McLain.” 


United Artists’ schedule finds | 





Coburn’s 286 Pay Suit 


Los Angeles, June 24. 
Suit for $28,000 was filed by 


“Cloudburst,” “Island of Desire” | Charles Coburn in Superior Court 


and “Tales of Hoffmann” going in 
June; “Actors and Sin”; “High 
Noon,” with Gary Cooper and 


Grace Kelly, and “Outcast of ie in Popkin’s 


Islands” set for July. 





| against Harry M. Popkin and Car- 
dinal Pictures, Inc. 

Actor declares he agreed to ap- 
“Impact” for 
$100,000, but was paid inly $72,000. 


| 
} 


licensing pix via bids. The dis-| _. : : b 
tribs would cite the anticipated| Vision in the past two years by 
“fair” rental when they circulate wiped — the distributors on 
ddi ; P e carpet. 
| the bidding notices, this as a means emake West Tentnkes Comenlt- 
: : |tee was first approached by the 
or low bids. The suggestion was| < 4 ‘s mo he, td 
kicked around conversationally but Southern California Theatre Own 


‘ . ’ ers Assn., which has long been 
ca howe ga formally approved nor openly dissatisfied with the decrees 


, ‘ . 4. | worked out by the Justice Dept. 
Pi meg eyes te peda bids a | with the big defendant companies. 
the distribs for the purpose of | Fitst hearihgs of a probe might be 
- - : | held in L. A. 
jacking Up prices and the use of | After receiving complaints from 
bidding where no exhib in a com-| the Southern Cal. TOA, Gillis W. 


petitive area wants it, emerged | Long, committee investigator, hud- 
as other subjects of controversy | died with Abram F. Myers, Allied 
last week. : | States board chairman; Gael Sulli- 
Ler ag rer toe the insur-| yan, former executive director of 
roa delegatar ie Gotha. "whan | TOA and other indle spokesmen 
the final session on Wednesday (18) rad on vo their identity has a 
became stalemated, the exhib reps} peen disclosed. 
proposed naming the 10-man group! Senate Small Business Commit- 
to seek out solutions to the many (tee holds its final meeting tomor- 
|complex problems and come up| row before Congress adjourns for 
with a new set of rules and regula-| the political conventions. In the 
tions for arbitration. |}event Congress does not return, it 
The new committee comprises) would be the final meeting of the 
Wilbur Snaper, Abram F. Myers.| year. If Congress should come 
Herman M. Levy, S. H. Fabian and | back (and this is considered likely) 
Emanuel Frisch, all for exhibition, ithe committee may meet again in 
and Al Lichtman, Adolph Schimel,| August or September. In either 
Austin Keough, Abe Montague and | case, however, the committee staff 
William F. Rodgers, for distribu-| and individual members of the 
— poe foe ye om — committee could conduct a 
selves and when they formulate a/| in any probe next fall. Small Busi- 
new arbitration plan, it’s expected | ness Committee is eager gn ys = 
a new meeting of reps of all in-| does not expire at the end of eac 
terested parties will convene again. | Congress. 
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Urge FCC Speed 
Hearings On 
Theatre TV 


Washington, June 24. 

Motion picture producers and 
exhibitors joined yesterday (Mon.) 
in requesting the FCC to recon- 
sider its recent postponement of 
Theatre TV hearings to next Janu- 
ary and grant the industry a date 
in October. The Commission was 
urged to schedule a minimum of 
eight days for testimony on engi- 
neering and accounting phases of 
theatre tele. 

In a petition filed by the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America and Na- | 
ticnal Exhibitors Theatre TV Coun- } 
cil, industry pointed out that hear- 
ings on theatre TV were first or- | 
dered nearly 2% years ago, that 
proceedings have been repeatedly | 
postponed, and that delays have | 
placed “a heavy “burden” on those 
who have prepared time and again 
for presentation of testimony. 

If its request is granted, petition 
said, testimony would be given on 
the following subjects: 

1. Technical requirements and 
standards for Theatre TV. 

2. Sample theatre tele 
wave distribution systems. 

3. Theatre TV projection equip- 
ment. 

4. Costs of transmission. 

Within these categories, testi- 
mony would be offered on num- 
ber of channels required, plans 





micro- 


for intercity relays, kinescope pro- | 


jection, Swiss Eidopher color sys- | 
tem, Bell System charges for com- 
mon carrier facilities, etc. 

Petition asserted that a denial 
of the request “would result in| 
hardship in the preparation and | 
presentation of the extensive case | 
for theatre TV to those who have 
for so long and go earnestly en- 
deavored to establish this new 
medium.” 

Petition was signed by Vincent 
B. Welch and James 
Fly, as counsel for MPAA, and 
Marcus Cohn, counsel for NETTC. 














UPA Cartoonery | 


——— (ontinued from page 4 qa | 


commercial and educational out- 
fits. In addition, it has also occa- 
sionally provided a 
quence for a filmery other than 
Col. 

Cartoonery has frequently re- 
ceived nibbles from other studios 
for its cartoons, a factor it can 
conceivably use in future dickering 
with Col. Furthermore, its product 
has received critical acclaim and 
often commands a higher rental 
price than the usual run of ani- 
mated shorts. For example, UPA’s 
“Rooty Toot Toot,” in a flat rental 
16-week deal with the Astor Thea- 
tre, N. Y., received $200 for the 
first four weeks and $175, $150 and 
$125 for the following four-week 
periods. 

For some time, UPA has wanted 
to make a full-length cartoon fea- 
ture, a project blocked by tack of 
financing. Outfit has been talking 
with Col and other’ interested 
parties, but no deal has been set 
yet. Stephen  Barsustow, UPA 
prexy, is currently in Europe and 
is due back on July 17, when he 
will resume negotiations with Col 


execs on the full-length feature | 


idea. Outfit has several stories 
ideas lined up, but hasn't been able 
to reach an agreement with Col 


on the most suitable one. Company | 


estimates that it will take between 
$500,000 to $750,000 to make a 
full-lengther. 











Trading Prices 


aaa CON(inued from page 4 same 


that figure now—selling at around 
$12—but U’s finances are con- 
stantly improving, more divvies are 
anticipated and some Wall Street- 
ers figure the corporation's average 
for the current year will climb to 
as much as $17. 

Warner Bros. comes out on top. 
It has been selling lately at $12 
and the '52 average will be about 
$13. This compares with the $10.50 
average price over the 1942-51 
span. 

Similar comparison figures could 
not be made for the RKO and 
Paramount film and theatre com- 
panies, because of their respective 
divorcement reorganizations, 














Kings to Film Abroad 


Hollywood, June 24. 


20% Tax Fight 


vs Continued from page 5 aa 











making field is King Bros. The 
company is readying “The Carnival 
| Story,” a yarn about a European 


McGee and Cole held their first | “cus, for production — hs 
meeting with COMPO’s three-man| Maurice and oper ing oe 
exec committee—Sam Pinanski,4 9pen an office in London to ma ; 
Trueman Rembusch and Al Licht-|@ number of films, with actors an 
man—in N. Y. last Thursday (19), | Writers working on a participation 
It was decided that the campaign | basis. 
will take the No. 1 position among | 
all COMPO activities, and that all 
COMPO coin other than that re- 
quired to meet overhead expenses 
will be channeled into the fight. 
COMPO’s exhib and distrib collec: | 
tions were discussed by film ‘com-| University of Nevada and will be 
pany sales managers at a N. Y.| resident again after a year at Ohio 
meeting yesterday (Tues.), which | State. Collaborators Katharine Hill- 
had been called by Lichtman. yer and Katharine Best are return- 

At a confab with the press fol-| ing to their home here after com- 
lowing last Thursday’s exec ses-| pleting a cross-country assignment 
sion, Lichtman urged all éxhibs | for Country Gentleman, which kept 
who may be called upon to con- | them on the road for SIX months. 
tribute their personal services in| Roger Butterfield (“The American 


respective bailiwicks and will do 
their “contact” work accordingly. 


COMPO Coin to Aid 














Va, City 


_———— Continued from page 2 











‘the tax program, to do so unstint- | Past”) is expected out from his 


ingly. He and the other COMPO | eastern home at Hartwick, N. Y., 


‘officials stressed that the 20% bite for the summer and Dutton has an- 


is “confiscatory,” the like — of it | nounced initial printing for Sep- 
doesn’t burden any other free me- | tember publication of Beebe and 
dium, and must be removed in| Clegg’s “Hear the Train Blow” as 
quick time as a means of keeping | 15,000 copies. Book will fetch 
thousands of showmen from clos-| $12.75 and is a pictorial story of 
ing shop. the folklore and legend of railroad- 

Pinanski, Lichtman and Rem-| ang. 
busch also announced that the pres-| Duncan Emrich, Comstock resi- 
ent COMPO staff will continue with | dent, who is also chief of the folk- 


Robert W. Coyne, special counsel, | lore division at the Library of Con- | 
in charge; the rule of unanimity | gress, has received a Fullbright 


prevails in all decisions by the | Fellowship to lecture at American 


three co-chairmen; chairmanship of | Academy in Rome this fall. Adam | 


meetings will be rotated among the | Ooms, of Time’s Los Angeles bu- 
trio (Pinanski took the leadoff |reau, a weekend visitor on photo- 
Thursday), |graphic assignment; and _ Basil 
|} Woon, San Francisco author, also 
] |in town with obvious resulting con- 
| fusion. Ward Morehouse, New York 
Kramer-Gol Pact || theatre reporter and columnist, has 
| hotel reservations for July 15 when 
‘ae Continued from page 5 Geemme| he plans to report on the Enter- 


a smash that will turn the whole | prise’s revival and the Comstock 

















Latest entry in the foreign film- | 


Lawrence | 


cartoon se-| 


deal into a big profit-maker. 
Three pix released so far are 


\“Death of a Salesman,” “My Six 


Convicts” and “The Sniper.” Each 
is said to have cost between $700,- 
000 and $800,000, including studio 
overhead, and with foreign receipts 
will easily earn back negative and 
distribution charges. 

Output has been valuable to Col 
on a number of other scores. For 
one thing, it has provided grist for 
the distribution mill, which is 
needed by any company to carry 
ithe overhead of its sales depart- 
ment. With prexy Harry Cohn 
holding his own production to a 
minimum in the past year and with 
few other important producers 
working on the lot, Kramer’s prod- 
uct has provided a needed fillip. 


Prestige Angle 


Also, the producer's output has 
| been a source of prestige pix for 
'the company. That's expected to 
| increase, too, with Kramer in the 
future going in for more star 
names and making “bigger” pix, 
‘although not necessarily at higher 
| cost. 
| Only really expensive film so far 
is ‘5,000 Fingers of Dr. T,” a musi- 
,cal in color, which cost around 
$1,500,000. It’s the heaviest-budget- 
ed film Kramer has ever made, and 
with Peter Lind Hayes as the big- 
| gest name in it, Col is not viewing 
|it with complete equanimity. It’s 
| in the editing stage at the moment. 

In the can now are “Fourposter,” 
'a two-character film (Rex Harrison 
and Lilli Palmer) with cartoon se- 
quences; “Happy Time,” with 
Charles Boyer, Bobby Driscoll, 
Linda Christian, Louis Jourdan 
|and Marsha Hunt, and “The Dirty 
Dozen,” with no names in the cast. 


Lensing now is “Member of the 


Wedding,” with Ethel Waters and | 


Julie Harris, both of whom were 


in the New York legit production. | 


_Col’s biggest hopes for a smash 
lie in “Happy Time.” In any event, 


the company topper declared he | 


had no doubt that the producer 


a year for the studio. 

Col’s deal with Kramer calls for 
it to provide second-money financ- 
ing and guarantees. Bulk of cash 
outlay for production comes from 
Bankers Trust and Guaranty Trust, 
both in New York, on a joint basis. 


They advance 50% of the budget | 
for each pic and are well satisfied | 


with results, since the loans are 
cross-collateralized on the various 
films, and there’s no danger what- 
soever of the banks not coming 
out. 

Kramer owns the negatives of 
the films and splits profits evenly 
with Col after all costs, including 

j distribution, are paid. 


generally. 

| Virginia City’s social profession- 
;al gambler, Robert Douglas Moore 
|of Wilmington, with 
| DuPont connections, has opened 
| his roulette wheel at Reggie Ve- 
| trano’s Sky Deck Saloon, attracting 
| social patronage from neighboring 
| Lake Tahoe resorts. On first night 


of gaming activity Moore, irked by | 


| Presence of seedy character at the 
}end of the table, remarked in 
French to another player: “If this 
|tramp opens his trap again I'll 
| break both of his legs off right at 
|the knees.” The creep replied in 
even better French that if Moore 
tried it he would get his arms 
chewed off right up to the elbows. 
Impasse ensued. Tramp, it appears, 
was a U. of C. senior on a walking 
tour of Nevada. 











War Vets Oppose 


Continued from page 1 


American aims to safeguard the 
peace in Europe and to cover up 
Soviet Russia's cynical proposal for 
rearming Germany on a scale far 
beyond anything proposed by the 
U. S. and the western powers.” 
Feeling of the JWV is that 20th’s 
decision to attempt again to show 
the film was based on the recent 
peace contracts signed by the Bonn 
government and the western pow- 
ers. Terms of the peace proposals, 
however, have not been ratified yet 
by the west German government or 
any of the western powers. In the 
U. S., pact has been approved by 
the Senate Foreign Relation Com- 
mittee and it apparently will go be- 
fore the full Senate shortly. JWV 
believes that 20th will withhold the 











until the Senate's formal approval. 


treme right elements in west Ger- 


many will find in the Rommel film | Rackmil’s visit 
“support for their persistent argu- | weeks ago. Rackmil came home un- 


_ment that Hitler’s military incom- | decided, 
would continue to make about six. 


customary | 





—————— 


Amusement Stock Quotati 
(For the Week Ending Tuesday (24) 
Weekly Weekly Weekly Tues, Net. 
Vol.in High Low’ Close Change 
100s for week 
N. Y¥. Steck Exchange 
MME. «+ 3s, 50s as teow se eae ot ee 956 9 91¢ 
CBS, “A” Pere ke Keser 371% 3434 3534 +114 
Cs. Me waslkaea oeaese< o U8 3612 3414 36 154 
Gal. PIE... eviceincsesscecs 17 122 12% 1214 + M% 
po” ey Perry T er 89 834 818 834 5, 
Eastman Kodak .....«++-+ 149 43 425% 43 ' 
Es song 8s mead ROWS 241 13 1234 27% 6 
PORTIS... 6 3k Cukennt 04 103 2578 2414 2514 ” 
DE «2. caceesinambane 257 3334 3114 3314 ; 
RCA bop Shc shew we eis 444 2658 26 2614 
RKO Pictures. ........0- 201 418 4 4 6 
RKO Theatres. .......++- 212 3% 34% 3% 
WORMS... vescacqecsc 31 4 3% 37% 
) | er eee or 7 97% 934 934 . 
DOE... 0. vawaecs toends 131 16°8 1575 16% ; 
3; 3 a ee re 229 143% 13% 137% 7 
EES, whi. a banweens - 48 131% 1256 1234 6 
ee rer 5 60 60 60 ‘ 
Warner Broo... .ccscees 120 12% 12% 123%4 A 
TMS Si Pant we wae doe . 100 807% 77 8012 334 
N. Y. Curb Exchange 
Te SE os noo ke hisses 91 1638 15% 1614 
Monogram......-.-..+++: 17 318 3 3 -~1% 
Technicolor. ......... 0%. 14 2178 2134 21% ra 
Over-the-Counter Securities Bid Ask 
COOEEE  5b cas ahcs oOt cer eD OSES KO 1%4 134 ‘ 
Chesapeake Industries (Pathe).........-. 3% 458 
fe Sh eee eee cee ee seepen 4% 558 @ 
WEGIE TE 0 asc ais wtqiiis ns buh ee hie i% 17% 4 
(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 

















on the U board at the annual stock- 
|holders’ meeting July 8. Within 
ithe following week the new direc- 
ltors will meet to elect company 


| officers, at which time it is under-| 


|stood Rackmil will accede to the 
| presidential spot held by Nate J. 
|Blumberg. Latter will become 
| board chairman. 

| Rackmil is the only Decca rep 


‘on the slate sent out some weeks | 
|ago for board memberships. Rank, | 
on the other hand, has three reps— | 


|Robert S. Benjamin, prez of the 
| Rank organization in the U. S.; 
| John Davis, operating head of the 
| Rank empire, and G. I. Woodham- 
| Smith, also a top Rank exec. 

| Since the proxy statements for 
jthe board election are already in 
the hands of stockholders, the three 
Rank men will undoubtedly be re- 
elected. It is thought likely they'll 


replaced by Decca nominees. 
Distrib Deals Continue 

Purchase of Rank’s interest, how- 
ever, in no way affects the recipro- 
cal distribution deals in the U. S. 
and England between the two com- 
panies. They’re covered by con- 
tracts which have more than five 
years to run. Rank’s General Film 
Distributors will handle U product 
in England and U will have first 
option for U. S. on Rank’s British 
output (other than a few co-pro- 
ductions with other companies). 

Heavy veil is being kept over the 
price Decca paid for the Rank 
shares, but it has been authorita- 
tively learned that the total was 
$2,700,000. That’s slightly over $20 
per share for the 134,375 which 
Rank held. 

Major part of the payment is be- 


covered by notes. 
completely from the Decca treas- 
ury which, according to the com- 
pany’s Dec. 31, 1951, balance sheet, 


plus $2,464,000 
notes receivable. 


Semenenko’s Part 


Serge Semenenko, v.p. of the 
First National Bank of Boston, 





showing of the picture in Germany | which finances both U and Decca, 
l 


had a hand in the entire U-Decca 


| In his statement denouncing the | deal, but did not provide any funds 
20th plan, Ginsberg said that ex-|for the present operation. ~ 


Details were worked out during 
to London five 


however, whether he 


petence rather than the basic evils | should go ahead with this big op- 


of the Nazi philosophy were re-| eration in light of cash outlay re- 
sponsible for Germany's defeat in | quired, possible stockholder reac- 


World War II.” 
Although it is strongly opposed 


tion and other factors. Much hud- 
dling with Blumberg, Semenenko, 


to the film’s showing in Germany, | Decca counsel Henry Cohen and 
the JWV stressed that it believed | Other associates finally resulted in 


outfit said that 20th topper was 


that prexy Spyros Skouras’ motives | the affirmative decision last week. 
were honest and sincere. Veteran | 


Regardless of secrecy now sur- 


|rounding certain details of the 


honestly convinced that the film | deal, they'll all be public knowl- 


| would exercise a healthy effect in | edge July 10, by which time Decca 


| relations 


between westerm Ger-| must file a registration statement 


many and the U. S. and that the | with the Securities & Exchange 


exhibition of the film would serve 


as @ constructive setback to Com- 
munism.._ JWV said it could not 
agree with this view, believing that 
iit would have the opposite effect. 


As part of Decca’s internal ar- 


| Commission. 
per for taking over the 


| Rank stock, it is planning to ex- 


Rackmil Prez of U, Decc 


Continued from page 5 


resign a short time later and be} 


ing made in cash, with the rest | 
Cash is coming | 


contained $3,767,843 cash on hand, | 
in accounts and | 








shares, Present stockholders will 
be given the right to purchase one 
new share for each 2.85 presently 
held. 
10-12% Discount 

Price at which this new flotation 
is to~wbe offered to stockholders 
won't be -decided for about a 
month, just before the stock is is- 
sued. In cases like this it is nor- 
mally at a 10% to 12% discount 
from the market price at that time, 

Approval of the new stock issue 
registration generally takes the 
| SEC about 20 days and the price 
is generally disclosed via an 
amendment to the registration pa- 
pers on the final day. Stockholders 
will have from 10 days to three 
weeks to decide if they want to 
buy. 
| Any shares not taken will be 
acquired by an underwriting syn- 
dicate headed by Reynolds & Co, 
|and Laurence M. Marks & Co. 
| They get them at a substantial dis- 
} count, 


According to Universal's last 
| proxy statement, Decca owned, as 
|of April 15, 271,800 of U’s shares, 
constituting approximately 26.7% 
of outstanding common, plus op- 
tions for 37,500 option warrants. 
Rank’s General Cinema Finance 
Corp. held 13.2% of outstanding 
common. 


Decca’s total cash investment in 
U at this time is almost exactly 
$7,000,000. 

Rackmil left New York for the 
Coast Monday (23) to give personal 
attention to U’s production of spe- 
cial films for tele. 




















New Jap Tax 


Continued from page 3 ja 


it from receipts before turning 
them over to American distribs. 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
has gone into action in New York 
and Washington and has enlisted 
State Dept. support to get the levy 
lifted. MPAA in the meantime has 
instructed member companies t0 
tell their Jap reps not to accept 
from exhibs rentals from which 
the tax has been deducted. 
Tokyo Embassy is working 
through official channels  {0F 
further clarification of the situa 
tion; it is working with Harry 
Davis, former Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn.. rep, who has been 
handling other problems. , 
New tax rap followed amiable 
talks on a deal to get out about 
$10,000,000 that has piled up _ 
frozen yen since the war. That dea 
is understood still pretty far from 
set, and what the new develop 
ments will do to it is a question. 
Member companies of the MPEA, 
which operated in Japan until the 
beginning of this year, also are 
faced with another problem My 
back taxes from 1948 through 199! 
which the Jap government an 
claiming. Herbert Erlanger. ag 
MPEA staff in New York, }5 ! 








} pand its capitalization by 275,000 | Tokyo attempting to settle that. 
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Wednesday, ‘June 25, 1952 SETS 
ff Se \ fais nye Pita se pepe : 
Fd ) HIGHWAY 66 : 
i WAS THE FIRST ROAD HE TRAVELED IN: 
. { THE REARTS OF HIS COUNTRYMEN 8” 
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A continuing 8-State ceremony is now dedicating 


U.S. Highway 66 as the Will Rogers Highway. 


The Will 


Rogers Caravan is touring its 2200 miles. From St. Louis 
to Santa Monica, Cal., for 9 days in over 100 cities and 
towns all along the route, Governors, Congressmen, 


, Mayors and other leading civic of 





‘icials are participating 


\\in large public ceremonies. The Will Rogers Caravan 
‘is covered by newspapers and radio stations in every 


city on the way and by the news services 
. and newsreels accompanying it. The grand | 
pies July 1, led by Will Rogers, Jr., 


‘\ 





“» 9 Warman eae weer Presemt 


eerie” 

FIRST 
ENGAGEMENTS 
OKLAHOMA CITY AND 
TULSA JULY 10- 





L.A. AND BEVERLY HILLS 


JULY 11-PHILLY AND 
ATLANTIC CITY 


JULY 18 
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WILL ROGERS... JANE WYMAN 


as His Father as Mrs. ‘Will Rogers 





— WITH 


CARL BENTON REID - EVE MILLER + JAMES GLEASON- SLIM PICKENS - NOAH BEERY, mo MARY WICKES 


STEVE BRODIE - PINKY TOMLIN . oFDE CANTOR: SORCEN Pus 


easco on THE SATURDAY EVENING POST STORY “UNCLE CLEM'S BOY" BY MRS. WILL ROGERS 


Original 


Music By Victor Young 
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in. His testimony was interrupted 
today to permit her appearance. 


Introduces Letter 

Allenberg followed RKO exec R. 
Ross Hastings, who identified a let- 
ter sent to the majors and leading 
independents by RKO in January 
after contract talks broke down. A 
“controversy” exists between the 
studio and Miss Simmons, the let- | 
ter said, with the studio taking the | 
position that she was under “ex- | 
clusive contract until May 1, 1956,” 
except for her right under “certain | 
circumstances” to make a picture | 
for Metro. | 

Granger opened the testimony 
last week by calling attention to an | 
implied threat to “damage” Miss 
Simmons’ career by casting her in 
three bad pictures if she refused to 





Hughes ‘just Saving Hubby’ 


Continued from page 4 


gains was “the carrot dangled in 
front of us” that made the deal at- 
tractive, but denied that he has 
refused to sign when “you couldn't 


get a capital gain in the form you! 


planned it.” ; 

“We refused to continue negotia- 
tions,” he asserted, “when our tax 
man, Samuel Berke, informed us 
that since the changes made in 
talks with Howard Hughes it was 
no longer a legal deal.” 


ACLU Seeks Extra Funds 
To ‘Press Home’ Victory In 





High Ct. ‘Miracle’ Ruling 


American Civil Liberties Union 


N. Y. State Att’y General 
Refuses Bid to Rule On 
Md. Censorship Slant 


Effort to obtain an opinion from 
the N. Y. State Attorney General 
clarifying the state’s pre-censor- 
ship of films statute, resulted this 
week in a noncommittal reply from 
the state’s chief legal official. Re- 
quest to Attorney Gen. Nathaniel 
Goldstein’ was made by Ephraim 
|London, attorney who _ success- 
fully “argued “The Miracle” 











Red Snow 


in the Bering Strait area. Results 
make for a passable programmer 
subject that also has some possi- 
bilities for exploitation selling in 
houses that like to ballyhoo prod- 
uct. 

Columbia is presenting the Boris 
L. Petroff production, which was 
compiled from much stock footage 
he controls, plus lensing of the 
proper number of key plot se- 


case | quences and connections to help 


| before the U. S. Supreme Court | narration tell a modern-day story. 


for distrib Joseph Burstyn. Acting 
on behalf of another client, whom 


Petroff shares credit with Harry S. 
Franklin on the direction of the 
new footage, while Ewing Scott, 


London declined to name, the at-| who has filmed much frozen foot- 
'age in the past, handled the Alas- 


torney wrote Goldstein asking him 
to issue an opinion similar to the 
'one handed down recently by the 


sign a new contract with Hughes. lis appealing for extra funds from | Attorney General of Maryland. 


The latter had purchased her old 
contract from Rank and had | 
opened negotiations, through Kane | 
for a new pact to begin with the ex- | 
piration of the old one. It was dur- 
ing these negotiations, Granger tes- | 


tified. that Kane made the veiled | coin, points out executive director | 


threat about the three bad pictures. 


Kane, he said, described Hughes 
as “the almighty” at RKO, and “a 
very busy man, responsible for ail 
the airplanes in Amerfica.” | 

RKO attorney W. I. Gilbert, Jr., 
said the contract negotiations | 
hinged on such conditions as the} 
purchase of the Grangers’ house | 
for $100,000 and $25,000 for a book 
which had cost Granger $10,000. 
Miss Simmons’ salary was to} 
amount to $600,000. Then, he de- 
clared, Granger suggested that 
$100,000 be deducted from the sal-| 
ary and applied to the purchases, 
thereby reducing the tax under | 
cover of capital gains. Granger, he | 


added, used the same tactics when | 
he sold his London diggings to 
Metro for $42,000. Under ques- | 
tioning by Martin Gang, his attor- | 
ney, Granger said all talk of capi- | 
tal gains deals had been instituted 
by Kane. 

‘Petty Niggling’ 

Second day’s hearing opened | 
with Granger describing Hughes as | 
“niggling over petty details.” He | 
added: “I should have listened to | 
my agent, Bert Allenberg, and} 
stuck to acting. He told me he} 
didn’t trust anybody — especially 
Howard Hughes.” On the previous 
day he had quoted Kane as saying | 
that Hughes hated all agents—es- 
pecially Bert Allenberg. 

“I told Hughes,” Granger related 
to Federal Judge Tolin, “that his 
haggling over picayune details was 
an insult to Miss Simmons as an 
artist if the studio would hold out 
for such little things when they 
had the chance to sign her.” Sev- 
eral times, he said, he attempted to 
call off the whole deal because “we 
were sick of it.” At another time 
he suggested to Hughes that they 
“have a big drink and forget it.” 
Under cross-examination he denied 
that he had suggested that some 
of the money originally earmarked 
as salary be applied to the pur- 
chase of the house in order to take 
advantage of capital gains. 


Ross Hastings, an RKO execu- 
tive, testifying at the third day’s 
hearing, said he didn’t know wheth- 
er Kane was employed by RKO. “I 
understand,” he said, “that he acts 
as Mr. Hughes’ personal represent- 
ative. I wasn’t told that. I just 
got the impression from watching 
him in operation.” 

Coin Outlays 

Kane, he declared, had given him 
details of the original Simmons 
negotiations last 
called for an extension of one year 
and three months after June 30, 
1952, when the Rank contract, 
which RKO had bought, was due to 
expire. We were to buy a book 
for $100,000 which cost $10,000, 
and also buy a home for $200,000 
which 
000. We would furnish a wardrobe 
worth $30,000 to Miss Simmons and 
furnish massage and dental treat- 
ment in the amount of $10,000. We 
were to pay $75,000 upon signing 
the contract; $100,000 not later 
than Dec. 31, 1951; $125,000 during 


Summer. “It | 


cost approximately $145,-! 


its membership so: that it will be 
able to “press home” the major 


victory won through the U. S. Su-| 


preme Court’s recent decision in 
“The Miracle” case. The additional 


Patrick Murphy Malin, will help 
“insure that motion pictures and 
other media enjoy the benefits of 
the court’s ruling.” 

More money in the ACLU treas- 
ury, Malin emphasizes, will enable 


the organization to employ a full- | 


time executive for its anti-censor- 
ship committee, the National Coun- 


cil on Freedom from Censorship. | 


Adequate finances will also aid the 
group in engaging in the many 
court cases deemed necessary be- 
fore “The Miracle” ruling ends the 
“stultifying” effect some 50 state 
and city censorship boards have on 
films. 

Moreover, says Malin, a_ bol- 
stered treasury will assist the 
ACLU in conducting an intensive 


educational campaign against pri-} 


vate pressure groups which want 
to censor films, books, radio pro- 
grams, Magazines, etc. Organiza- 
tion now has a membership in ex- 
cess of 17,500 (plus about 4,000 in 
California not yet financially inte- 
grated with the national group). 








Dream Come True 


Continued from page 7 








ers, and the offers of cooperation 
made more concrete. 


To make sure that the promised 
cooperation isn’t easily forgotten, 
producer has been keeping his film 
in the minds of the newspapermen 
regularly. Some months ago he be- 
gan using a two-column box ad 
in Editor & Publisher, tradepaper 
of the newspaper industry, insist- 
ing that it appear on the page 
dominated by the authoritative 
“Shop Talk At 30” column written 
by editor Robert Brown. Response 
has been strong, not only from 
Fuller's standpoint, ‘but from that 
of the tradepaper, which had never 
sold space on that page before, and 
is now being besieged by adver- 
tisers who want to take over the 
space when Fuller is finished. Pro- 


linquish the campaign for some 
time. 


pledging their cooperation have 
been photostated and will be 
turned over to UA fieldmen hand- 
ling the _ respective territories. 
Additionally, Fuller plans to arm 
the fieldmen with 16m prints of 
the film. Shortly before the release 
of the picture, fieldmen will arrive 
in newspaper offices brandishing 
the photostated letters as an admis- 
sion badge and then proceed to 
outline a campaign. Narrow-gauge 
prints will be used for city-room 
screenings, to which all newspaper 
employees will be invited after the 
final edition of their papers, so 
,that extra word-of-mouth impact 
can be gained. 

A former newsboy and reporter, 
Fuller has been working toward 
production of “Park Row” for sev- 
eral years. He chose it as the in- 
itial production of his own inde- 


ducer, however, doesn’t plan to re-| b 


Letters from the various editors | 


Maryland’s legal topper, Hall 
|Hammond, in an_ interpretation 
| based on the Supreme Court’s de- 
leisions in®“The Miracle” and 
| “Pinky” cases, ruled that the Mary- 
land censor board could only. snip 
films on the groumds of indecency 
and obscenity. Pic of London’s 
client had been turned down by 


|the N. Y. Board of Regents, the | 


|state’s censorship body, on the 
grounds of immorality, a restraint 
ifactor which the Maryland legal 
exec had eliminated. London had 
hoped to obtain a similar ruling 
from New York's legal department 
which, in effect, would have per- 
mitted the showing of his client’s 
| film. 


‘Impossible to Issue’ 

| Goldstein, however, in his reply 
to London, pointed out that the 
Appellate Division in its decision 
on the “La Ronde” case last week 
held that the New York censorship 
|law was constitutional as applied 
to immoral films. Therefore, Gold- 
stein noted, it made it impossible 
to issue an opinion, “even if we 
were otherwise disposed to do so.” 

“On the day of the writing of 
your letter to me of June 13,” 
Goldstein wrote to London, “the 
Appellate Division, Third Dept., 
j;handed down its decision in the 
‘La Ronde’ case, in which the Court 
held that the New York censorship 
law was constitutional as. applied 
to immoral films. This decision, of 
which you were unaware at the 
time of your writing, of course ren- 
ders it impossible to issue the 
opinion which you request, even if 
we were otherwise disposed to do 
so. 


Similar request for clarification 
of the “immorality” issue was 
made by London to Charles Brind, 
attorney for the Dept. of Educa- 
tion, under which the Board of 
Regents functions. However, the 
attorney has received no reply as 
yet from Brind, and it is his belief 
that Brind and the Regents are ap- 
parently weighing the issue. Even 
if he receives a nix from a 
and the Regents, London said he 
plans no further action. He intends 
to wait and see what happems on 
the immorality question when “La 
Ronde” comes before the Court of 
Sopente, N. Y. State’s highest tri- 
unal, 



















Md. Censors 
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pletely eliminated in “The Mira- 
cle” case. 

Hammond's opinion limiting film 
censorship to indecency and ob- 
scenity came in answer to an in- 
quiry from Sydney R. Traub, board 
prexy, who wanted to know if the 
board had the right to censor non- 
commercial and educational films. 
Hammond's reply, however, went 
far beyond the question posed by 
the board chairman, 

‘Birth of Nation’ Angle 


Board of Censors and the Police 
Commissioner of Baltimore City 
filed demurrers Friday (20) to the 
suit filed bya Washington distribu- 
| tor, contesting the ban of “Birth 








| of a Nation” in Maryland. Suit | 


pendent firm after turning out | Seeks to invalidate Maryland mo- 
“Fixed Bayonets” for 20th-Fox and | tion-picture censorship laws on the 





1952 and $125,000 during 1953. This 
would total $765,000. In addition, we 
were to furnish the new and less 
expensive home which the Grangers 
expected to buy, with furniture 
and drapes at RKO’s cost.” 

The pact, he added, called for six 

ictures, at an average of $166.- 

6 per picture for Miss Simmons’ 
services, 

Granger, under questioning by 
Gilbert, admitted that the capital 


“The Steel Helmet” for Lippert. It:| grounds that the statutes are un- 
was made for “under $500,000” in | $onStitutional. 

16 shooting days, with Gene Evans | The demurrers contend that the 
and newcomer Mary Welch starred. | suit is insufficient in law and does 


With national release still more | not entitled the distributor to relief 
than two months away, Fuller ap-|in the Circuit Court, alleging the 
parently can look forward to a plaintiff has other legal remedies. 
better than average press recep-| Case could make Maryland the 
tion for the film. And with the/testing ground for determining 
indicated newspaper support as a/| whether censorship laws generally 
conditioning influence, the public! are unconstitutional and violate 
should be easy to attract. | freedoms of the press and speech. 








{ 





kan direction. 

Robert Peters did the story on 
which Tom Hubbard and Orville 
H. Hampton based their script. The 
William Shaw narration, broken 
into occasionally by the players 
carrying the key plot sequences, 
tells how the U. S. Air Force sends 
Eskimo soldiers back to their tribes 
to investigate strange lights and 
sounds originating on the Russian 
side of the strait. It soon develops 
the Reds are trying out a new se- 
cret weapon, and finale has it lost 
to them when one of their fliers 
rebels and crashes his plane on the 
U. S. side. 

Unfoldment pace is 
most of the time, although occa- 
sionally quickened by the action in 
the stock footage showing Eskimos 
hunting, playing, fleeing an 


Film Reviews 
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Cummins is a delight as the youn 
and jilted girl. George Cole turns 
in another fine characterization as 
the guardsman, A. E. Matthews 
almost steals the film as the ap. 
sent-minded father of the house. 
hold and Anthony Bushell’s rigiq 
portrayal of a guards’ officer js in 
the right key. 

Settings are limited while the 
action doesn’t move from the pal- 
ace grounds. They are expertly 
reconstructed, however. Good cam. 
era work and smart editing round 
out the technical qualities. \ 


M-G Switch 


ae CONtinued from page 3 ———| 


he’d participate in a limited num- 
ber of pix. 

Twentieth is well underway with 
a program of making partners out 
of professional talent. New deal 
with director Elia Kazan calls for 
a split of the take, instead of pay- 
off of a fixed sum. This is believed 
the most recent of such agreements 


‘To, 

















| which 20th has entered. 


Some companies feel 
pard deals have some 


that the 
disadvan- 


tages. For one, the performer or 
director has a voice in decisions in- 
laborious | volving the handling of each pic 
in which there’s the participation, 
including the policy on reissue, 


However, the new trend makes it 


ic€| clear that the shortcomings are 


breakup and fighting off a polar! considered more than compensated 


bear, etc. However, the accom- 
panying dialog implies more action 
than actually transpires. 


for by the economic benefits. 
Individuals signed to profits par- 


Trouping by the cast is unin- ticipation pacts have the advantage 
spired, being as stock as most of| of partial ownership of product, 
the footage. Guy Madison heads | which they may retain indefinitely, 


the starring players as an eager- 
eyed, boyish U. S. flier, while Ray 
Mala plays the Eskimo soldier 
against the same type of back- 
ground used in “Igloo” dnd “Es- 
kimo,” two of his earlier films. 
Gloria Saunders plays his Eskimo 
bride and Carole Mathews is seen 
as an Army nurse. Robert Peyton, 
Philip Ahn, Tony Benroy and Gor- 
don, Barnes are among some of the 
others involved. 

Merrill White and Albert Shaff 
are credited with the okay editing 
job, and Paul Ivano is listed as 
enser. Alex Alexander and June 
Starr did the music score, which 
provides good accompaniment. 

Brog. 


Whe Goes There? 
(BRITISH) 





Minor legit success looms as 
British screen hit; strong for 
U. S. arty spots. 





London, June 11. 


British Lion release of Anthony Kim- 
mins London Films production. Stars 
Nigel Patrick, Valerie Hobson and Peggy 
Cummins. Directed by Anthony Kimmins. 
Streenplay, John Dighton; camera, John 
Wilcox, Ted Scaife; decor, Wilfred Shin- 
gleton; music, Muir Mathieson. At Carl- 
oe, Laueen. June 10, 52. Running time, 


Sir Hubert Cornwall...... A. E. Matthews 
Alex Cornwall........... Valerie Hobson 
Miles Cornwall....... ...-.Nigel Patrick 
Guy Ashely........ ++++-Anthony Bushell 
BGS CHIR.» cccccccccecess George Cole 

..- Peggy Cummins 


Christina Deed.. ..... 
Guide 


Joss Ambler 





A minor legit hit during the 
1951 season, “Who Goes There!” 
is likely to prove a standout suc- 
cess on the screen. It is a sure- 
fire light offering for British ex- 
hibs, and the theme, which pokes 
fun at British pomp and tradition, 
should make it a strong entry for 
the American art house trade. 

John Dighton has written the 
screenplay from his own original 
and has injected a warm light- 
hearted flavor which makes the 
finished film first-class escapist 
fare. Dialog is crisply written. 
Picture is smoothly directed and a 
good compact all-round cast ex- 
tract every ounce of fun. 

Story is set in the environs of 
St. James Palace. It is based on a 
series of frivolous incidents that 
follow when ‘a guardsman deserts 
his post after being plagued by the 
girl he’s jilted. Because of a 
sprained ankle he parks her in a 
residence in the palace grounds, 
but the son of the household re- 
turns before he’s able to retrieve 
her. Eventually, it takes a direct 
intervention to Buckingham Pal- 
ace to secure the freedom of the 
guardsman and the _ romantic 
happy ending. 

igel Patrick repeats his stage 
role of the dashing young diplo- 
mat who comes home to find the 
girl in his apartment, and chalks 
up another personal success. Val- 
erie Hobson, as his sister, whose 
main function in life appears to 
be to sort out his romantic en- 
tanglements, gives a smooth and 
pleasing performance, while Peggy 





and this could serve as a cushion 
against financial reverses in the fu- 
ture. Also, capital gains deals are 
possible in lieu of the tremendous 
tax on personal income. 

Another agreeable consideration 
for the studios is that performers 
are likely to be fully cooperative 
in working on pix in which they 
have a financial] stake. It’s figured 
there would be a virtual end to 
permitting emotional disturbances 
and physical inconveniences to 
stand in the way of their getting 
the job done. 

Economy Vital 

Company directive making 
“economy” virtually a studio slo- 
gan is expected after the series 
of top echelon meetings at Metro, 
which underlined the idea that the 
boxoffice situation is too criti- 
cal nowadays to permit wastage. 
“There will be the sharpest, clos- 
est appraisal of every production 
dollar,” one Metro exec declared, 
“to make certain any money ex- 
pended in getting a picture on the 
screen isn’t wasted.” 

Those unable to hew to the 
“economy” line will find no room 
at the studio, where execs feel cur- 
rent economy is such that there's 
no room for extravagance or ‘‘mis- 
takes.” For every picture dollar 
spent, two must be returned to the 
company to break even. 

Shelving of “Jumbo,” at least for 
this year, pending reappraisal of 
what was to have been a top-cost 
production, is one of the results 
of the meet. Pic was to have been 
Roger Edens’ first production. 
Stanley Donen was to direct. Stu- 
dio had announced, at different 
times, Red Skelton, Donald O’Con- 
nor and Debbie Reynolds for the 
rast. 


Front office will insist hence- 
forth that every dollar spent must 
show on screen, a Metro exec de- 
clared. “Ivanhoe” was pointed to 
as a thoroughly well-organized pi¢ 
from standpoint of cost, expenses 
and boxoffice results. It was 4!s0 
pointed out that some Metro pix 
this year, while boxoffice ‘uc 
cesses, could have been made at 
less expense. 

It was made clear that the econ- 
omy move won't cut into the stu- 
dio’s plan to go forward with (op 
“A” production as company policy. 
Nor will it affect the recent'y- 
formed, moderate-budget Charles 
Schnee unit formed to fill a pro 
duction need in Metro’s schedule, 
and at same time develop new pro- 
ducers, directors and thesping 
talent. 

Summing up the situation, ''¢ 
Metro exec said that out of the 
meetings has come the determina 
tion that film preduction can o- 
tinue on a profitable basis, but — 
with the elimination of ihe © 
devil-may-care attitude towel 
costs and expenditures. 
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Al O'Camp presents! STRANGE WORLD” 
Directed by Franz Eichhorn + Director of Photography Edgar E 4j 

Original Story and Screenplay by Al O'Camp, F. £. Eichhorn, 0. A. Bayer » Produced by 0. A. BAYER WY 
Executive Producer Al 0'Camp ‘ 
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Clips From Film Row 


NEW YORK | bank’s monthly debit report shows 


Gaston Hakim, sales veepee for | mat = +i besiases of pooner wee he 
asto 4 4 n 

Trans-Global Pictures, planed ob ge year ago. 

the Coast over weekend to set| any foreign films continue to 
Prange: ote dates gg F yg cenanend their Swim Cisse firet-rans in 
San Francisco y's ree independent na 
Swedish import, ‘Miss Julie.” pe fine ere policy. 

Casino Film Exchange, located | The Volk Bros. Terrace, newest 
se rime in ee oe ea Twin Cities Gotan nabe, still en- 
me ae = a early next! ioving a healthy boxoffice. 
month, according to prexy Munio | /°%.08 Reo Metro office man- 
gg omen ne gg nat corns 

: : : ‘ 5 a i ady, 
distribution of its German-lan- ee pan oe booker, here to 
guage pictures in Canada and La- take over duties until permanent 
in America. po nyo io famed. 

Peter F. Pugliese named assist- Oe eaten fname completed 40 “Quo 
ant secretary of RKO Pictures. He | yvadis”. deals in territory, with 
is assistant to J. Miller pagent picture showing at advanced admis- 
veepee and general counsel. sions in all instances. 


Little Neck Theatre, Little Neck. 
ST. LOUIS 


L. L, acquired by a corporation | 
headed by Robert peteer irom the | 
rth Amus. Corp. Deal for | Ss Sis 
atau by The Webster, St. Louis indie 
nabe, shuttered by George Graham 
{for the summer. 


600-seater was set by Berk and | 
Krumgold. 
R. D. Fischer, owner of the Star, 
BOSTON | Willow Springs, Mo., lighted his 
Al Margolian, for four years As-|new ozoner near Willow Springs. 
tor Theatre flack, resigned to join Jack Taylor and Tom Falk, Mat- 
Alfred Black ad agency. toon, Ill., heads of the Okaw Drive- 
Albert Donovan, formerly of /|In Corp., added a kids’ playground 
Uptown, Lynn, replaced Joe Sand- | at their new ozoner near Camar- 
ler as manager of Richmond Cir- | ago, Ill. 
cuit’s Kenmore; Sandler resigned; Ernest Stewell, owner of the 
to enter other biz. | Allen, Franklin, Ill., dark since last 
Following annual meeting of|January, is readying house for 
Children’s Cancer Research Foun-/ early relighting. 
dation, prez Martin J. Mullin an-| The Frisina Amus. Co., shuttered 
nounced election of Theodore|its Lyric, a 600-seater, Gillespie, 
Fleisher, Interstate Theatre’s top-/|Ill., for summer. he 
per and Herman Mintz, Variety Jim Castle, Paramount publicity 
member, as trustees, succeeding | director for the midwest, to Holly- 
the late ©. Harold Stoneman and | wood for a three-week looksee. 


Phillip Mareet. 
PHILADELPHIA 


Carl Goldman, Affiliated Thea- | 
tre’s booker, resigned to enter the 
food biz. _,.| Mary Jo Devlin, model in Metro’s 
Return engagement of Variety | “Lovely to Look At,” in town this 
Club’s “Day at the Races” is slated | wee_ squired by Metro flack Ed 
for July 8 at Narragansett Park, | Goliner. 
R. I. | The Earle, town’s largest vauder, 
eee | shuttered for summer June 20 
LOS ANGELES Stanley, 2,900 seat Warner de- 
William M. Saal and Mickey) luxer, had closed-circuit telecast of 
ae pe - 88 ~ | Sugar Ray Robinson-Joey Maxim 


Gross planed out for Minnesota to | 
arrangements for dual | en (23) on reserved-seat 


preems of Republic’s “Woman in 
Wilderness” - Duluth, —_ 23, and | 
in Minneapolis the next day. 

Harold Wirthwein, Monogram’s CHICAGO 
western sales manager, arranged Latest houses planning to shut- 
unprecedented first-run bookings | ter in this exchange area are the 
for “Wagons West” and “Feudin’|Garfield here and Prospect in 
Fools” in Salt Lake City. Pair| Mount Prospect, Ill. Both darken 
will open day-and-date July 17 in| July 27. eis 
two drive-ins, the Autorium and| Connie Pappas negotiating for 
Airport, and two conventional the- | the Oriental Theatre, which has 
atres, the Crest and Gem. been shuttered for the past month. 


icleinnisaeialiade | eg en 7 ee, —— 4 ba 
waukee, he is conferring wit n- 
MINNEAP OLIS dolph Bohrer, head of present op- 
Mill City Theatres, group of 33, erating company, the film distribu- 
individually owned independent | tors,.and various management and 
theatres here, is dropping con-| real estate companies that hold in- 
solidated once-a-week “Bank terests in the house. Demands of 
Nights” after using them 86 weeks. | the leaseholders for 15% slice of 
Finds them no longer profitable as| the gross has been holding back 
employed in conformity with court|a deal. 
decision legalizing cash giveaways; Ziegfeld, lush Lopert art house, 
if non-patrons also are eligible to is shuttering for summer on July 
win. \ '6 and will remain closed until 
Minneapolis Federal Reserve’ after Labor Day. Although house 
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GREAT MOTION PICTURES ARE PROCESSED BY PATHE 


U-I President Nate J. Blumberg says: 


We have an exclusive contract 
with Pathe Labs for the process- 
ing of all our black and white 
pictures. They give us what we 
want, when we want it.’ 





No processing job is too large for Pathé. 
None is too small. The only requirement 
is that eac/: be of the highest quality. 
Perhaps you would like details on the 
benefits of an exclusive Pathé contract. 





cilities: 
35MM e 16MM co R bd BLACK AND WHITE 
Pathe Laboratories, Inc. is a subs 


Both New York and Hollywood Have Complete Pathé Laboratory F 


idiary of Chesapeake Industries, Inc. 


had been doing slightly better in 
recent weeks, biz had been way off 
for months. 


DALLAS 


Jack Walker has taken over as 
manager of the Prince Theatre, 
San Antonio; succeeds James Her- 
man Sollock, who becomes Arts 
| Theatre manager there. _ : 
| Jerry Ebeirer sold his King 
| Drive-in, San Marcos, to Frank W. 








lalso sold the Capitol Theatre, New 
| Braunfels, to Johnny Crain, for- 
| mer manager of house. 

| The Prairie Drive-In reopened at 


| Dumas by Powell Theatres Co. 


|deluxer, begins a week’s celebra- 
ition June 26 of its 31st anni. 
“Scaramouche” will be pic at the 
| 2,800-seater, recently redecorated 
and recarpeted. Former house 
managers include Gus S. Eyssell, 
president of Rockefeller Centre, 
Inc. 
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today (Wed.), to a trio of Par 
execs, Jerry Pickman, pub-ad 
chief; Sid Blumenstock, advertis- 
ing manager, and Robert J. Rubin, 
assistant to prexy Barney Balaban. 

Today’s session will follow a 


briefer one at which Sindlinger 
presented some of his findings to 
board chairman Adolph Zukor and 
v.p. Paul Raibourn in New York 
last week. Sindlinger has been do- 
ing audience research for Par for 
more than a year. 

Specifically, today’s huddle will 
be for the purpose of helping Par 
avoid in release of “Greatest Show 
On Earth” in Philly what Sind- 
linger feels were mistakes by 
Metro im handling “Quo Vadis.” 
While the latter did well, grosses 
were not up to expectations. 

Major Errors 

Two major errors are ascribed 
by the researcher to M-G. First 
was the choice of ad media and 
second was too rapid a playoff. 
“Q@.V.” played 17 houses day-and- 
date, and by the time word-of- 
mouth had permeated, Sindlinger 
says, it was no longer to be found. 

Sindlinger feels that Metro’s use 
of newspapers to the exclusion of 
most other media hurt “Q.V.” He 
opines that a balanced selection 
of ways of communicating with the 
public must be made and will ad- 
vise the Par execs on what his 
research shows to be the best 
combo. 

All the irterviews have been 
tape-recorded. Pickman, Blumen- 
stock and Rubin will listen to some 
of these playbacks in illustration 
of Sindlinger’s points. That’s why 
they’re going to Philly, rather than 
having him come to New York. 

As for what he feels is a trend 
to overemphasis on the value of 
TV as a medium, Sindlinger claims 
that potential theatregoers are fre- 
quently not those with their tele 
sets turned on. He _ therefore 
thinks that the high cost of tele 
advertising, unless properly used 
with other media, is not efficient. 

Still pending is a decision by 
newsreel companies as to whether 
they want Sindlinger to go ahead 
with a study of popularity of their 
product. Outcome of the survey 


would be to help them determine 
whether they should discontinue 
operations, merge or continue as 
is. Four of the reels are under- 
stood to have voted to sponsor the 
survey, but the fifth has balked. 
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sisently over the past few years, 
rang up worldwide business of 
$16,950,000 for the 13 weeks ended 
May 3. Total for the correspond- 
ing period in ’51 was $15,780,000. 

Twentieth-Fox, Warners and 
RKO Theatres all were slightly on 
the downbeat. United Paramount, 
clocking an estimated $30,450,000 
for the first three’ months of the 
current calendar year, was exactly 
even with the take for last year’s 
corresponding period. 

RKO Pictures isn’t included in 
the tabulations because figures for 
the past quarter weren't available. 

The gross figures alone, of 
course, aren’t a precise reflection 
of each company’s ups and downs 
from the viewpoint of net profits 
and dividends for the investors. 
But the new figures do show that 





huge size. Objective, of course, is 
to keep it that way and at the same 





time cut operating expenses. 


The Palace, downtown Interstate | 


Sift TV Value ||; 


the worldwide audience is still of | 


ey 
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| BOSTON 


(Continued from page 8) 

\“Lydia Bailey” (20th) and “Kan- 
‘sas Territory” (Mono). Below ex- 
| pectations at fair $12,000. Last 
| week, “Ivory Hunter” (U) and “No 











houses | Zimmerman of that city. Ebeirer| Room for Groom” (U), $10,000. 


| Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40- 
85)—"3 for Bedroom C” (WB) and 
“Tale of Five Women” (UA). Dull 
$10,000. Last week, “Valley of 
Eagles” (Lip) and “Loan Shark’ 
(Lip), $9,700. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85) 
—"“Carbine Williams” (M-G) and 
“Talk About a Stranger” (M-G). 
Fair $12,500. Last week, “Skirts 
Ahoy” (M-G) and “Corky Gasoline 
Alley” (Col) (2d wk), $11,000. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
—“Carson City” (WB) and “Man 
on the Run” (Indie) slender $8,500. 
Last week, “Dream of Jeanie” 
(Rep) and “Wild Stallion” (Mono), 
7,500. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Carbine Williams” (M-G) and 
“Talk About Stranger” (M-G). 
Drab $7,000. Last week, “Skirts 
Ahoy” (M-G) and “Corky of Gaso- 
line Alley” (Col) (2d wk), $5,500. 


Buff Hits Skids; ‘Heart’ 
Fair $9,000, ‘Rio’ Ditto 


Buffalo, June 24. 

Film biz at first-runs is scrap- 
ing bottom here this week. “Wild 
Heart” at Century is doing about 
as well as any pic, but it is only 
fair at Century. ‘Lydia Bailey” 
is rated dull at the Buffalo while 
“Captive City” shapes slow at the 
Center. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loew's) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Lydia Bailey” (20th) and “Glory 
Alley” (M-G). Dull $10,000. Last 
week, “Pat and Mike” (M-G) and 
“Dancing Years” (Indie), same. 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70) 
—‘Denver Rio Grande” (Par) and 
“Africa Treasure” (Mono). Droopy 
$9,000. Last week, “Kangaroo” 
(20th) and “Big Night” (UA), ditto. 

Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70) — 
“Captive City” (UA) and “Red 
Planet Mars” (UA). Slow $6,000. 
Last week, “Tomorrow Too Late” 
(Indie), $5,200. 

Lafayette (Basil) -(3,000; 40-70)— 
“Storm Over Tibet’ (Col) and 
“Brave Warrior” (Col). Sad $5,000 
in 5 days. Last week, “Bronco 
Buster” (U) and “No Room for 
Groom” (U), $6,000. 

Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70)\—“Wild Heart” (RKO) and 
“Here Come Marines” (Mono). Fair 
$9,000. Last week, “Clash By 
Night” (RKO) and “Bal Tabarin” 
(Rep), $10,800 in 9 days. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


(Continued from page 8) 


White” (M-G) and “Oklahoma An- 
nie” (Rep), $9,000. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 65-90) 
—-“Half Breed” (RKO) and “Jim 
in Forbidden Land” (Col). Fair 
$4,000 or less. Last week, “Strange 
World” (UA) and “Law of Bad- 
lands” (RKO), $5,300. 

Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 65- 
90)—“‘Kangaroo” (20th) and “Brave 
Warrior” (Col), day-date with 
Paramount. Okay 
week, “Carson City” (WB) and 
“Lion and Horse” (WB), $3,800. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 65- 
90)—“*Paula” (Col) and “Clouded 
Yellow” (Col). Good $6,000. Last 
week, “Carson City” (WB) and 
“Lion and Horse” (WB), $6,300. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,400; 
65-90) — “Kangaroo” (20th) and 
“Brave Warrior” (Col). Okay 
$6,500. Last week, “The Sniper” 
(Col) and “Bride of the Gorilla” 
(Indie), $8,800. 

United Artists (Parker) (890; 65- 
90) — “Three for Bedroom C” 
(WB). Mild $3,200. Last week, 
“No Room for Groom” (U) and 
“Rocking Horse Winner” (Indie), 
$5,800 











DENVER 


(Continued from page 8) 
Breed” (RKO) and “Road Agent” 
(RKO), $7,000. 

Paramount (Wolfberg) (2,200; 40- 
85) — “Sniper” (Col) and “Harem 
Girl” (Col). Fair $11,000. Last 
week, “Bronco Buster’ (U) and 
“Bowery to Broadway” (Indie), 


$10,000. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 40-85) — 
“Montana Territory’ (Col) and 
“Yank in Indo-China” (Col). Fair 
$6,000. Last week, “Brave War- 
rior” (Col) and “Thief Damascus” 
(Col), $5,500. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 
|‘‘Montana Territory” (Col) and 
|\“Yank in Indo-China” (Col). Fair 





|$2,700. Last week, “Brave War-| 


|rior’ (Col) and “Thief Damascus” 
j(Col), $3,000, 


40-85) — | 


Grosses 


‘Kangaroo’ Great $12,000 
In Seattle; ‘Clash’ 11¢ 


; Seattle, June 24. 
Palomar is open again after one 
| week, using a straight pix policy 
| This week has “Birth of Laff Stars” 
and “Musical Sensations,” for a big 
| total. “Clash By Night” 











looms 
stout at Orpheum. “Kangaroo” jg 
|rated great at Coliseum Skirts 


| Ahoy” still is strong in fourth 
|round at Music Hall. 
Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,829: 65. 
90)—"“Kangaroo” (20th) and “Dead. 
|mayp’s Trail” (Mono). Great $12. 
| 000 or close. Last week, 5 Atomie 
| City” (Par) and “African Treasure” 
| (Mono), $6,800. 
| Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) 2 366: 
65-90)—“Lydia Bailey” (20th) and 
“Anything Can Happen” (Par). Big 
$9,000. Last week, “East on Beacon 
Street” (Col), $8,500. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 65-90) 

—“Outcast of Islands” (UA) and 
| “Captive City’ (UA), $5,300. 
i usic Box (Hamrick) (850: 65-90) 
|—“Streets of Sorrow” (Indie). Sad 
| $2,000. Last week, “Girls Behind 
| Bars” (Indie), $2,600. 

Music Wall (Hamrick) (2,282: 65- 
90)—"Skirts Ahoy” (M-G) (4th wk). 
| Strong $6,000 after $9,000 last 
stanza. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,599: 65- 
| 90)—“Clash By Night” (RKO) and 
“Stolen Face” (Lip). Stout $11- 
000 or near. Last week, “Across 
Street” (U) and “Tahiti Honey” 
| (Rep), $7,400. 

Palomar (1,350; 45-70) —‘Birth 
of Laff Stars” (Indie) and “Musical 





Sensations” (Indie). Big $7,000. 
Last week, dark. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039: 
| 65-90)—“‘The Fighter” (UA) and 


“Red Planet Mars” (UA). Slow 
$6,000. Last week, “Half-Breed” 
(RKO) and “Gunman” (Mono), 
$5,300. 





‘Queen’ Leads Mont’l, 
Big $24,000; ‘Tembo’ 8G 


Montreal, June 24. 

“African Queen” at Loew's is 
biggest newcomer here this stanza 
with socko session. “Pride of St. 
Louis” looks good at Capitol while 
“Tembo” is solid at Orpheum. 
Otherwise trade is way off with 
burst of hot weather taking heavy 
toll at boxoffice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (C.T.) (2,626; 34-60)— 
“When In Rome” (M-G). Poor 
$8,000. Last week, “Paula” (Col), 


(C.T.) (2,412; 34-60)— 
“Pride of St. Louis” (20th). Good 
1 $13,000. Last week, “Six Convicts” 
(Col), $14,000. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60)— 


“Big Trees” (WB). So-so $8,000. 
Last week, “Carbine Williams” 
(M-G), $11,000 


Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65)—“‘Af- 
rican Queen” (UA). Hot $24.000. 
Last week, “Five Fingers” (20th) 
(2d wk), $13,000. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60)— 
“Half-Breed” (RKO) and “Gay In- 
truders” (RKO). Average $7,000. 
Last week, “Tarzan’s Strange Fury 
ee and “West of Pecos” (RKO), 


$3,500. Last | $8,000 


Orpheum (C.T.) (1,048; 34-60)— 
“Tembo” (RKO) and “Smith VS. 
Scotland Yard” (RKO). Solid 
$8,000. Last week, “Main Bait 


(Lip) and “Wildcat” (Lip), $5,000. 


New York Theatres 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 

} RAY BOLGER .« 

“WHERE'S CHARLEY?” 


Color by TECHNICOLOR 
A WARNER BROS. PICTURE 
plus SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
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CAMPBELL PLAYHOUSE 

(The Caveorting Statue) 

With Cesar Romero, Ann Ruther- 

ford, Kristine Miller, ethers 

Director: Richard Irving 

Writer: H. J. Green 

30 Mins.; Fri., 9:30 p.m. 

CAMPBELL SOUP 

NBC-TV, from Hollywood (film). 
(Ward Wheelock) 

Light, diverting whimsy is “The 
Cavorting Statue,” adapted to TV 
by H. J. Green from a story by 
Elaine McPherson and directed 
with good pace by Richard Irving. 

Reputable whodunit writer 


Cesar Romero is accused of steal- } 


ing the statue Diana from the 
local museum. The statue turns 
to reality in the person of Kristine 
Miller, who carries on with Ro- 
mero unbeknownest to Ann 
Rutherford, his secretary and be- 
trothed; the museum director, and 
the constabulatory. It all turns out 
okay when Diana goes back to her 


pedestal. Actually, it’s a 15-min- 
ute or so vignette that’s been 
stretched, but nicely, to a half- 


hour. 

Romero fits his frenzied role 
niftily, and Miss Rutherford is just 
right in support. Miss Miller is a 
luscious Lorelei with fine dra- 
matic gifts. Other Hollywoodites 
in the cast fill the bill capably. 

Trau. 


BIG TOWN 
With Pat McVey, Jane Nigh, John 

Close, others 
Preducers: Gross-Krasne 
Director: Charles Haas 
Writer: Larry Kimble 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9:30 p.m. 
LEVER BROS. 

CBS-TV, from New York (film) 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

This episode of “Big Town” 
aired over CBS-TV Thursday (19) 
continued in the bigtime, groove 
the show established for itself 
when it switched to film several 
months ago. It was a neatly paced 
half-hour and although the plot 
line was average meller stuff, top 
thesping and lensing helped make 
it a slick offering. 

Yarn related Steve Wilson’s at- 
tempts to vindicate a young lad 
who's been fingered by a femme 
fatale as the murderer in a street 
assassination. By splicing in phone 
speeches on a tape recorder he 
gets the bad gal to incriminate 
her gangster boyfriend—but not 
before Wilson, himself, comes 
close to getting plugged. It 
wasn't much of a tale but topflight 
camerawork built okay suspense. 

Pat McVey was reasonably stoic 
as Wilson, the newspaperman- 
sleuth, and Jane Nigh was charm- 
ing as -his femme side, Lorelei. 
Joan Vos was believable as the big 
bad blond as was her racketeer 
beau, Paul DuBov. John Close, in 
the role of Lt. Jamieson, came 
eerene okay with the little he had 
0 do. 

Plugs for the Lever products 
were tastefully handled and didn’t 
get in the way. Gros. 


FOREIGN INTRIGUE 

(The Traitor) 

With Jerome Thor, Anders Hen- 
riksson, Bengt Brunskag, Lau- 
ritz Falk, Gisela Wallen 

Producer-director-writer: Sheldon 
Reynolds 

Music: Erik Baumann 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 10:30 p.m. 

BALLANTINE BEER 

WNBT, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

5 This Sheldon Reynolds produc- 

tion has been on for 38 weeks in 

New York, and after last week's 

edition (19) the sponsor will re- 

run some of the earlier episodes 





for the summer. Bankroller is 
Ballantine beer, which has the 
program in 11 markets; its agency, 
J. Walter Thompson, is handling 
distribution, with “Foreign  In- 
trigue” now backed in some 21 
other markets. 

Lensed in Sweden, “Intrigue” 
brings a fairly good product for a 
relatively low nut. There are no 
American marquee names, but the 
foreign thespers fit into the kind 
of stories offered. “The Traitor.” 
as an example, deals with a man 
running away from the French 
police, who have tagged him a 
murderer. Actually, it is discov- 
ered by Jerome Thor, as an Amer- 
ican reporter, the fugitive is one 
of the three surviving witnesses of 
a massacre of an entire town by 
the Nazis during World War II. 
The other two are a woman suffer- 
ing from shock, and a police of- 
ficer. The latter was the quisling 


| Producer: 


| 





whe had caused the massacre, who 
murders the fugitive and who is 
finally killed when the stricken 
woman regains her senses. 

The story, by Tom Younger and 
Edward Eliot, has good dramatic 


values, although it is obvious in 
spots and has one or two overly 
coincidental developments. Thor 
is natural, if not dynamic, as the 


Yank reporter and Anders Hen- | 


riksson registers effectively as the 
traitor. Bengt Brunskag handles 
the role of the fugitive in a some- 
what uneven manner and Gisela 
Wallen gets full sympathy as the 
girl who’s struck dumb by the hor- 
ror of seeing all her 

slaughtered. Production 
erally good, utilizing a lot of loca- 
tion lensing, and the camerawork 


is distinguished by neat closeup | 


work. Bril. 


PRODUCTION FOR FREEDOM 
THEATRE 

With Westbrook Van Voorhis 

30 Mins.; Sun., 9:30 p.m. 

ABC-TV, from New York 


This new series consists of films 
made sonie time ago for industrial 
firms, linking them together under 
the theme that “production enables 
men to forge the tools and weapons 
with which we remain forever free; 
production for freedom is our goal 
as a nation—end our strength rein- 
forces that of other nations.” It 
has been skedded by ABC-TV in 
connection with the ‘Production 
for Freedom” celebration backed 
by the investor-owned power com- 
panies and several other big corpo- 
rations as endorsed by the Chamber 
of Commerce of the U. S. Bozell & 
Jacobs, the ad agency, played a 
major role in setting up the tele 
show. 

Among the companies and organ- 


LET NATO L IE CON OE 
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ARROW PRODUCTIONS 
KTTV Studios, Hollywood 
“RAMAR OF THE eg = = 
hour jungle adventure telepix ser ; 
pe my Be tcnno Harry S. Rothschild, 
Leon Fromkess. 
Film Producer: Rudolph Flothow 
Director: Wally Fox 


ATHENA PRODUCTIONS, INC. 
California Studios: Hollywood 
Three series of 13 chapter plays each 
“$ON OF ROBIN HOOD” skedded to be- 
gin shooting latter pers of June. 
Producer-director: Clifford Sanforth 
Associate producer: Al Westen 
Assistant director: Nate Barrager 
Writer: Howard Laurence Field 


BREAKSTON-STAHL PRODS. 

General Service Studios: Hollywood 

“SAFARI BILL” series of 26 half hour 
telepix to begin shooting July 1. Loca- 
tion shots to be filmed in British East 
Africa. 
Martha Hyer heads cast, parts to fill. 
Producer-director: Breakston-Stahl 
Associate producer: Irene Breakston 
Technical executive: John R. Carter 


WILLIAM F. BROIDY PRODS. 
Sunset Studios, Hollywood 
“The Phantom Pirate” series of half 
hour adventure telepix now shooting. 
Robert Stack heads cast with parts to fi 
Executive epapes: William F. Broidy. 
esley 


Producer: Barry 
Associate producers: Bob Bailey, Hugh 


King 
Director: Frank McQonald 


JACK CHERTOK PRODS. 
General Service Studios. Hollywood 
“LONE RANGER” half hour series of 52 

videoaters now shooting. John Hart, Jay 
Silverheels set leads. 

Producer: Jack Chertok 

Associate Producer: Harry Poppe. 


COURNEYA PRODUCTIONS 
United Producers Studio 
Shooting “Noah Beery, Jr. Adventure 

Series,” 25 15-minute telepix. 
Cast: Noah Beery, Jr., Ann Saville, Jack 
Harris, Norma Fenton. 








Producer-director: Jerry Courneya 
Supervising film editor; Jimmy Moore 


BING CROSBY ENTERPRISES 
RKO.?P-the. Criver City 
Shooting “REBOUND” series of half 
hour adult dramas sponsored by Packard 

Motor Car Corp. 
Executive producer: Basil Grillo 
ernard Girard 
Director: B. Girard 
Half-hour series of comedy-drama for 
“A CHAIR ON THE BOULEVARD.” 
Producer. John Nasht 
Half hour series of adult drama films 
for “CROWN THEATRE” shooting. 
Producers: Richard Dorso. Bernard Girard. 
“THOSE WERE THE DAYS” half-hour 
telepix series now shooting. 
Producers: Bernerd Girard, Richard Dorso 
“CORNY JOHNSON” series of half-hour 
comedy pix now shooting. 
Preducer-director: Bernard 
ard Dorso. 


JERRY FAIRBANKS 
6052 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 
Casting: Ken Dyson 
“AMERICA FOR ME,” half-hour video 
film for Greyhound, starts shooting July 7 
with John Archer starred 
“MAGIC WHEEL,” half-hour video film 
for National Cash Register, starts shoot- 
ing July 14. 
Director: Albert Kelley 
Assistant director: Joe Bovle 
Production supervisor: Raoul Pagel 


FRANK FERRIN PRODUCTIONS 
6528 Sunset Blvd.. Hollywood 
Costine: Virvinia Msozzuca 
“SMILIN’ ED’S GANG” series now shoot- 
ing. Ed McConnell, Nino Marcel head cast. 
Producer-director: Frank Ferrin 
Associate producer: Ralph Ferrin 

Assistant director: Don Olsen 


FILMCRAFT PRODS. 
8451 Meirose, Hoilywood 





Girard-Rich- 


townsfolk | 
is gen-| 


izations for which pix on the series 
were made include U. S. Steel, 
Dow Chemical, General Electric, 
Southern California Edison, Ana- 
conda Copper, Assn. of American 
| Railroads, Oil Information Com- 
| mittee, Allegheny Ludlum Steel, 
| U. S. Rubber, Douglas Aircraft, the 
| Chamber of Commerce and Bitu- 
| minoas Coal Institute. A feature 
| made, for the last-named outfit by 
March of Time kicked off the pro- 
gram Sunday (22). 

The pic was of good quality for 
an industrial opus, showing how 
coal is mined, its role in the econo- 
| my, progress being made in min- 
ling, efforts at improving . mine 
safety, etc. As an effort made 
specially for the bituminous coal 
industry, it naturally represents 
the latter’s point of view—indicat- 
ing that soft coal has a bigger 
future than liquid fuel, for ex- 
ample, and generally plugging the 
coal companies’ position. 

Westbrook Van Voorhis briefly 
introes and closes the film, on 
kinescope recording. He also nar- 
rated the MOT-produced —, 

ril. 





THE SECOND CANDLE 
(Sunkist Premier Playhouse) 
With Mable Paige, Whitfield Con- 
nor, Arthur Shields, others 
Producer: Gil Ralston 
Writer: Joseph Cochran 
3@ Mins.; Fri., 8 p.m. 
SUNKIST 
KTLA, Hollywood 
Purportedly a quaint Irish story 
of an old woman who loses her 











faith along with her husband, “The 
Second Candle” develops instead 
into a too-talky, contrived affair 
containing stereotyped Gaelic 
characters concentrating on their 
brogues instead of the script. 

Basic story idea, that of embit- 
tered elderly femme who eventu- 
ally has her faith restored, might 
possibly have been okay for a 15- 
minute segment, but stretched out 
over a half-hour is much too thin 
for interest. Consequent result is 
overly-long stretches of dialog 
which contribute little or nothing 
to premise. An unreal aura sur- 
rounds entire -vidpic. 

Mable Paige, Whitfield Connor 
and Arthur Shields struggle val- 
iantly but have no chance with 
script handed them. Joseph Coch- 
ran teleplayed. Arthur Ripley’s 
direction is unimaginative. f 

Sunkist pitches are direct, with- 
out being offensive. Daku. 





ANOTHER HARVEST 
(Fireside Theatre) 
With Ruth Warrick, Phillip Reed, 
others 
Producer-director: Frank Wisbar 
Writer: John Sheppard 
30 Mins.; Tues., 9 p.m. 
PROCTER & GAMBLE 
NBC-TV, from Hollywood 
(Compton } 
Producer-director Frank Wisbar 
plays this one straight at the 
P&G buyers, and the distaff side 
should go for this hearts-and- 
flowers opus. True, the John Shep- 
pard script has its share of cliches, 
particularly in the dialog, but 














as of Friday, June 20 


GROUCHO MARX starred in 39 half-hour 
audience participation film productions, to 
be made once > for NBC. DeSoto- 
Ply th msoring. 

OTHE BICKERSONS” series of 39 half 
hour comedy telepix now shooting. Phil 


Dwan, Bernie Smith 


FLYING A PRODUCTIONS 


6920 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 

“ANNIE OAKLEY” new series of 52 
half-hour videoaters now shooting, Gail 
Davis, Billy Gray head cast. Parts to fill. 

Second series of 52 half-hour Gene 
Autry Western telepix shooting. Gene 
Autry, Pat Buttram set leads. 

“RANGE RIDER” shooting second se- 
ries of 52 half-hour videoters. Jack Ma- 
honey, Dick Jones head cast. 

Producer: Louis Gray 
Directors: Wallace Fox, Geo. Archainbaud 

New series of half-hour western dramas 
entitled “DEATH VALLEY DAYS” now 
shooting. 

Producer: Darrell McGowan 
Director: Stuart McGowan 


GROSS-KRASNE, INC. 
General Service Studios: Hollywood 
Now shooting “BIG TOWN” series of 26 
half hour telepix sponsored by Lever 
Brothers. Patrick McVey and Jane Nigh 


‘ set leads. 


Producers: Jack J. Gross and Philip N. 
Director: E. A. Dupont. 


JOHN GUEDEL PRODS. 
600 Taft Bidg.. Hollywood 
Art Linkletter starring in a series of 
104 15-minute vidpix titled “LINKLETTER 
AND THE KIDS.” 
Producer-director: Maxwell Shane 
Associate producer: Irvin Atkins 


HOLLYWOOD TELEVISION 


SERVICE 

Republic Studios. North Hollywood 

“COMMANDO CODY-SKY MARSHAL 
OF THE UNIVERSE” series of 39 half- 
hour scientifiction telepix now shooting. 
Judd Holdren, Aline Towne head cast 
with William Schallert in support. 
Producer: Franklin Adreon 
Director: Fred Brannon 


HOUR GLASS PRODS. 
810 N. Highland, Hollywood 
Shooting “MAN OF TOMORROW” scries 
of 15-minute telepix. 
Producer: Wanda Tuchock 
Director: George deNormand 


INTERSTATE TELEVISION 
Monogram Studios: Hollywood 

“DAUGHTERS OF MARS,” 
Ethel Barrymore. shooting. in “ 
BARRYMORE TELEVISION THEATRE” 
series. 
Producer: Lee Savin 
Directors: Lewis Allan, Will Jason 


EDWARD LEWIS PRCDS. 
Motion Picture Center. Hollywood 
Series of 13 half-hour telepix featuring 
Irene Dunne as femcee now shooting 
Producer: Edward Lewis 
Production manager: William Stevens 


PHILLIPS LOR PRODS. 
Visual Drama Studios: Hollywood 
“GANGBUSTER” series for NBC-TV, 
sponsored by Chesterfield, now shooting. 
Producer: Phillips Lord 
Director: Lew Landers 


MARCH OF TIME 
369 Lexington Ave., N. Y. 
“AMERICAN WIT AND HUMOR” se- 
ries of 26 half-hour pix. Thomas Mitchell, 
narrator, with cast including Gene Lock- 
hart, Jeffrey Lynn. Arnold Moss, Ann 
Burr and Olive Deering. 
Producer: Marion Parsonnet 
Directors: Fred Stephani. 


ROLAND REED PRODS. 
Hal Roach Studios: Culver City 
Now shooting “MYSTERY THEATRE” 
series of 30-minute situation comedies. 
Producer: J. Donald Wilson 








Films in Production 


Directer: Howard Bretherton 

“MY LITTLE MARGIE” series of half 
hour comedy telepix now ——- 
Charles Farrell and Gale Storm head cast. 
Philip Morris sponsors. 
Producer: Hal Roach 
Director: Hal Yates_ 


REVUE PRODUCTIONS 
Eagle Lion Studios: Hollywood 
_Half-hour series of adult drama tele- 

Pix now shooting for Revue Prods. 
Producer: Revue Productions 
Director: Richard Irving, Norman Lloyd. 


HAL ROACH PRODUCTIONS 
Hal Roach Studios: Culver City 
“AMOS ‘N’ ANDY” series of character 
comedy telepix now shooting. Sponsored 
by Blatz Beer for CBS-TV. 

Cast: Tim Moore, Spencer Williams, Alvin 
Childress, Ernestine Wade, Johnny Lee, 
Horace Stewart. 

Supervisors: Freeman Gosden, 

orrell, Sidney Van Keuren 

Director: Charles Barton 

Production executive: James Fonda 

Assistant director: Emmett Emerson 


ROY ROGERS PRODUCTIONS 


Goldwyn Studio, Hollywood 

ROY ROGERS now shooting 15 oater 
telepix. Vidpix are half-hour each. Roy 
Rogers, Evans topline. Pat Brad 
in support. General western parts to fill. 
Sponsored by General Foods for NBC-TV. 
Associete preteens Teck La 

r: Ja 

Director: Bop Walker aad 


SCREEN GEMS 


1302 N. Gower, Hollywood 
Bi a BB drama 
oaang ‘or ‘ont’s “ ALCA 
nn A” series. — 
roducer-directo: 


r: Jules Brick 
Assistant : Eddie Seata 
SCREEN TELEVIDEO PRODS. 
Eagle Li Studios. Holl 
“CAVALCADE OF AMERICA” ‘sovies of 


half-hour drama telepix shooting. 
Producers: Gil Ralston, Jaques Braunstein 


SHOWCASE PRODUCTIONS 
Hal Roach Studios, Culver City 
“RACKET SQUAD” series resume 
— in August, half hour telepix 
Producer: Hal Roach, Jr.; Carroll Case 

Director: Jim Tinling , - 


SNADER TELESCRIPTIONS 
177 S. Beverly Dr., Beverly Hills 
Resume shooting telescriptions featur- 
ing different artists each week June. 

Producer: Louis D. Snader 


UNITED WORLD FILMS, INC. 


Universal International Studios, 


Hollywood 
“THE FIGHTING MAN,” series of 13 
half-hour telepix. will begin shooting July 
7. Michael Thomas, Cliff Clark set leads. 
Director: George Blair 


FRANK WISBAR PRODS. 
Eagle Lion Studies: Hollywood 
“FIRESIDE THEATRE” series of half. 
hour adult dramas now preparing next 

season’s group of 23. 
Producer-director: Frank Wisbar 
Associate producer: Sidney Smith 


WRATHER TELEVISON PRODS., 
IN 


California Studios, 
“BOSS LADY” series 





Charles 








Hollywood 

‘ of half hour 

sophisticated comedies now shooting. 

Cast: Lynn_ Bari, Glenn Langan, Richard 
Gaines, Lee Patrick, Charley Smith, 
Nicholas Joy. 

Producers: Jack Wrather, Robert Mann 

Associate producer: Sherman A. Harris 


ZIV TV 


5255 Clinton St., Hollywood 
Four in “UNEXPECTED” series of half- 
hour telepix shoot in June. Four “BOS- 
TON BLACKIE” half-hour telepix sched- 
uled for June shooting. 
Directors: Eddie Davis, 
Geo. M. Cahan. 





Sobey Martin, | 





“Another Harvest” never 
has solid appeal for the See 
who go for these sob stories. . 

Yarn is about a femme deserted 
by her spouse, whose fortune evap. 
orates, so he_ takes a powder 
across the border with his g¢ 
Even the old homestead he bought 
for his wife is sold in the debacle 
so he can beat his creditors to the 
border. Much-persevering, heroie 
wife plays it straight. Paying off 
the creditors to square the }jjj 
She's straddled with woes and 
debts when she meets the hand. 
some young ‘man. Happy ending is 
providentially provided by 
husband, who gets himselj 
just in time for the happy f 
of boy-wins-girl. 

Ruth Warrick and Phillip Reed 
deliver solidly in the leads, Miss 
Warrick managing to do all right 
despite some silly lines. Reed is 
well cast as the noble young man 
who helps the femme in distress. 

Wisbar’s direction plays the 
heart strings well. Camera work 
by Ben Kline is expert. Daku, 


her 
killed 
adeout 





MERRY-GO-ROUND 

(The Unexpected) 

With Raymond Burr, Gloria Blon- 
dell, others 

Producer: Ziv TV 

Director: Sobey Martin... .. .. 

Writers: Jerry Lawrence, Robert 
E. Lee 


30 Mins.; Fri., 8:30 p.m. 
ACME BEER 
KECA-TV, Hollywood 

Despite a couple of glaring story 
flaws, “Merry-Go-Round” proves 
to be entertaining fare, due largely 
to the expert thesping of one of 
TV's better actors, Raymond Burr, 
and tight direction by Sobey Mar- 
tin, who keeps the yarn moving at 
all times. _ 

Burr is seen as a penniless 
Parisian painter who lams to 
Switzerland with gendarmes hunt+ 
ing him for a jewel he thefted for 
his gf. He returns years later to 
find his paintings have won him 
fame, but the gal and a shady art 
dealer are raking in all the divi- 
dends. They don’t recognize him 
although to the televiewer he’s 
exactly the same, except for a stub- 
ble beard on his chin. Other story 
flaw is writers’ Lawrence & Lee 
trying to have it believed cops 
would trace down one of cheapest 
of gems in robbery of classy store. 
This is their springboard for plot, 
and it’s a thin one. Anyway, Burr 
turns tables on his g.f., and cashes 
in on his new-found fame. 

Burr’s masterful performance 
overshadows that of others, in- 
cluding that of Gloria Blondel) 
Martin’s direction is so fast-paced 
it manages to sustain interest de- 
spite the obvious holes in the 
seript. 

Acme Beer blurbs are blunt. and 
effective. Daku. 


ONE THING LEADS TO AN- 
OTHER 
(Chevron Theatre) 
With Patrick. O’Neal, Sally Payne, 
Keye Luke, others 
Producer: Revue Productions 
Director: Norman Lloyd 
Writers: Eleanor and Leo Bayer, 
Howard J. Green 
; Fri., 9 p.m. 
CHEVRON STATIONS 
KTLA, Hollywood . 
“One Thing Leads to Another 
is an incredibly bad hodge-podge 
dealing with the misadventures 0 
a poor but honest lawyer. Loosely 
connected narrative of his “cases, 
with one impoverished client after 
another turning him ‘over to the 
next one generates no_ interest 
whatsoever, not even at climax 
when his honesty wins a wealthy 
client and gf. It’s all too fal 
fetched. : 
Patrick Neal, Keye Luke Bridget 
Carr and Sally Payne do as best 
they can, but haven't a chance 
against the script. Teleplay is by 
Eleanor and Leo Bayer and How- 
ard J. Green, based on ‘the credits 
allege) a story by the Bayers. “0 
musta needed an aspirin after t's 
one. 
Norman Lloyd’s direction lacks 
cohesion, because script has none. 
Far more entertaining than the 
telepic are those Chevron blurbs, 
dished out with originality 2 
class. Daku. 


DRAGNET sisal 

With Jack Webb, Barney Phillips 
others 

Producer: Michael Leshkoff 

Director: Webb 

Writer: James Moser 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 9 p.m. 

FATIMA 

NBC-TV, from Hollywood 

(Cunningham & Walsh’ 

“Dragnet” alternates with ( 

Busters” on Thursdays 4? 


(Continued on page 2°) 
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Robt. Sarnoff Vidpix Appointment 


Seen Sparking NBC Live-to-Film Era 


NBC-TV’s appointment of veepee+ 


Sarnoff last paca to 
ad a new vidfilm departmen is 
a as the most significant 
move yet made by the web to clari- 
fy its entire thinking on the part 
it will play in the booming TV film 
business, and the possibility of 
‘fting a num 
sage od over to film. Sarnoff, 
in his new post, 1s to be responsi- 
ble for all film activities, including 
the projected expansion by NBC 
of film syndication business. 
With an eye on the lucrative 
residual properties of vidpix, which 
makes possible the continual earn- 
ing of profits on package shows via 
re-runs every six months to a year, 
NBC-TV has been studying the 
feasibility of transferring some of 
its live dramatic shows to film. To 
date, however, such study has com- 
prised only “educated thinking” on 
the part of top network program- 
ming and sales execs, who, as one 
web exec said, took the problem 
home in their briefcases each eve- 
ning to mull in their out-of-office 
hours. Sarnoff, as head of the en- 
tire department, will now be able 
to devote his entire time to study- 
ing the situation. 
NBC execs pointed out that that 
idea of residual rentals forms the 


Robert W. 


entire basis of current vidpix think- | 


ing at the web. Where live pro- 
grams now can have only a one- 


shot airing, transferring them to/} 
film will make possible constant | 
replays. Idea looks particularly 
promising in view of the number | 


of new stations expected to take 
the air within the next few years, 


as a result of the lifting of the | 
freeze. That’s reportedly the rea-| 
son that Lever Bros. shifted its | 


“Big Town” from live to film and 
why most of the top talent now 
either doing film shows or plan- 
ning to in the future, such as Lu- 
cille Ball-Desi Arnaz and Burns & 
Allen, are going in for filming. 

Sarnoft was formerly chief of 
NBC-TV's unit productions, in 
which capacity he supervised the 
units on “Colgate Comedy Hour,” 
“All Star Revue,” “Show of Shows” 
and the “Kate Smith Hour.” In 
his new post, he’ll report directly 
to Frank White, now veepee and 
general manager of NBC’s radio 
and TV networks. 


Morris Accent On 
Vidpix in Upbeat 


In line with the skyrocketing 
boom in the production of films 
especially for television, the Wil- 
liam Morris office is now lining up 
hew half-hour situation comedy 
Series for both Joe E. Brown and 
Mickey Rooney. In addition to 
these, the Morris office presently 
'S either packaging or repping 
Some of its top talent in other vid- 
PIX packazes, with most of them 

ing produced on the Caast. 

Series with Brown will be pro- 
duced for the 10%ery by Hal 
— Jr., at the Roach studios. 
aeris office also reps “My Little 
Meee. new series which Philip 
Serris iS using as summer replace- 
— for “I Love Lucy” on CBS- 
AS Sheldon Reynolds’ “Foreien 
mente on NEC-TV; CRS-TV’s 
np vid Seuad.” also bankrolled 
* Yhilip Morris, and has Ethel 
attymove set in a new series be- 
Ing produced by Monogram’s vid- 

mM subsidiary, Interstate TV. 





Schlitz Coes South 


Five ni. ttollywood, June 24. 
“Play pictures in the Schlitz 
shot in use of Stars” series will be 
and ms Mexico City and Ed Lewis 
there < production crew are now 
of Victor ane up for the first pair 

i ey ‘IcLaglen starrers. Stories 
Classic. Vignettes of Jack London 





be sociated in the production will 
the oe Dancigers, who produced 
€atrical film, “The Pearl.” 


ber of its current | 





| Guild Films Sets Distrib 
Deal With Telepictures 


Hollywood, June 24. 
Deal for distribution of dramatic 
and action vidpix has been closed 


Films, Inc., with Telepictures Corp. 
First 13 have been completed and 
feature Hugh Beaumont, Ann Sav- 
age, Sheilah Ryan, Richard Travis, 





| Edward Brophy, Sid Melton, Tom | 


| Neal and Iris Adrian. 

| Kaufman, late of Snader Tele- 
scriptions, will syndicate the Guild 
Theatre series and is opening of- 
fices in N. Y. and Chicago. 








| 


Ttaly a Major- 


~ Market for US. 
| Vidpix Product 


| 
| Important potential of vidpix in 
| providing their producers with sub- 


} 


Italy is buying a large number of 
films for television in the United 
States. 

Societa Radio Audizione Italia 
(RIA*, which has the AM-TV mo- 
nopoly in Italv, has inked pacts 
with NBC-TV, CBS-TV, Hal Roach, 
Explorers Pictures and Snader Tel- 
escriptions, among other outfits, for 
films tq be screened on Italian 
video. 
| Deal with NBC, as with the other 
firms, covers a three-year span, 
starting Jan. 1, 1953. NBC’ agree- 
ment has a novel feature in that 
it is pegged to TV set circulation 
in Italy. Although there is a flat 
|fee for the rental, the pact will 
terminate when the number of re- 
ceivers in Italy hits 150,000 or on 
Dec. 31, 1955, whichever is earlier. 

Another important stipulation by 
NBC is that the pix be kept out of 
theatres. RCA International, which 
has representatives in Italy, will 
keep an eye out to see that details 
of the NBC pact are adhered to. 

The films will probably be 
dubbed into Italian, although sub- 
titles may be used. 

NBC product consists of 13 
“Dangerous Assignment” pia, star- 
ring Brian Donlevy, and 35 of the 
hour-long “Hopalong Cassidy” fea- 
tures. From Explorers, RAI has 
picked up “The Big Game Hunt,” 
a half-hour telepix séries. Last 
week Franco Passigli, the U. S. rep 
for RAI, had signed for three CBS 
TV Film Sales packages, the “Gene 
Autry Show,” “Files of Jeffrey 
Jones” and “Range Rider,” in each 
'of which it has leased 13 install- 
‘ments. CBS pact doesn’t include 
the 150,000-set limitation which is 
,in the NBC contract. 
| Italian tele web consists of four 
interconnected stations, which are 
currently beaming a few hours a 
| week. 
| TV film producers are getting 
| additional coin from overseas 
‘video, with great potentials en- 
| visioned. CBS-TV previously had 
|sold “Holiday in Paris” to Radio 


' 


| 





| Televisao Paulista, in Sao Paulo, | 
| Brazil, and at least three webs are | 
| selling to tele outlets in Mexico | 


d Cuba. 





| . 9 . 
_ Kling’s Screen-Testing 

| New “screen-testing” plan for 
laspiring television performers, 
under which tyro talent can get 


|}a complete record on film of their | 
| work to show to casting directors, | 
jilliam | 


/has been launched by V 
_Kling’s TV Film Transcription Co. 
‘Price schedule covers the cost ol 


shooting sound film, processing, | 


| cutting and editing, and screening 
‘the film for casting directors and 
the talent. 


Seale includes a three-minute 


film for $110, five minutes for $185, 
jand 10 minutes. for $350. 


by Reub Kaufman, prexy of Guild | 


sidiary income from foreign mar- | 
| kets is underlined by the fact that | 





FOLLOWS TREND 
~—INTOLTV FILS 


One of the potentially largest y 
| deals in TV alive has been com- About-Face 
pleted between American Tobacco Hollywood, June 24. 
Co., repped by BBD&O agency, and 
Music Corp. of America. Deal calls | 
for Lucky Strike cigs to buy a mini- 
mum of 26 half-hour films to be 
started in the fall on CBS-TV, with 
options to run up to 156 shows. 
Total that may be involved poten- 
tially will run to around $3,000,000. 
MCA, through its wholly owned 








bragged when they snared a 
Hollywood name for appear- 
ance on the home screen. Now 
Columbia Pictures is doing an 
about-face. 

In its new film, “The Rough, 
Tough West,” it bills Jack Ma- 
honey as “TV's Popular Range 
Rider.” 








WCBS-TV Pre-empts Choice Night 


Hour for 756 Pontiac Feature Pix 


Virtually unprecedented feat o! 
a network flagship station pre- 
empts an hour from its parent web 


| for a local deal marked the sale 
Television companies once i to Pontiac Dealers this week of it: 


Tuesday night 8 to 9 slot by WCBS- 
TV, key CBS video outlet in N. Y 
Time had previously been allocate 
by the net for a co-op setup on : 
series of feature films it plans to 
run this summer, but the WCBS- 
TV management, feeling the: 
could make a better deal on thei: 
own, went out and wrapped up th* 
Pontiac Dealers for the “Pontia 
Film Theatre.” 





subsidiary, Revue Productions, will 4 Bi P hT 
cares peace | NLY.'s Big Push To 
| already started on the Coast with | 
Alan Hale, Jr., to play the lead in 
Avert Exodus Of 
& ab 
Vidpix to Coast 


the series to be called “Biff Coul- 

ter, USA.” 
American Tobacco will have the | 

first run rights to the strip, with 

residual rights to be retained by 

MCA. 

| This is the first major film deal| New all-out push to expand tele- 

| for the ciggie concern. Whether it 

| will effect its live shows now on the 





j 





| 


thé first two 13-week cycles will be | 4 Mass exodus of such activity to} 


studied closely before any decision | the Coast is expected to pay off this 
will be made on the other shows,| time, despite the flop of similar 
|which Luckies now have in the | moves during two previous city ad- 
works. | ministrations. Reason is that the 
The Thursday night at 9 time re-| present campaign was sparked and 
served for the celluloid series, was oe age me ked to the hilt by top 
| originally optioned by Luckies: for | ."- * vidtilm producers with a ma- 
| Jack Benny. However, Benny will | 5°° stake in the business, whereas 
| remain on his current tele arrange- | the drives launched during the re- 
|ment wherein he'll do a periodic | 8!mes of the late Fiorello H. La- 
| show in the time usually occupied |GU@rdia and William O'Dwyer 
were launched by the city and sput- 








——2— 


by “This Is Show Business.” The," ~ Bee 
Thursday slot is now occupied by | tered “ 1en the producers failed to 
“Man Against Crime,” under Camel | cooperate. 
sponsorship, which will be moved! In citing the case for the eastern 
Shirley, city commerce commis- 
sioner, David I. Pincus, prez of 
9 oe Caravel Films and chairman of an 
NBC- S itl | industry-wide producers commit- 
| tee, stressed that unless N. Y. can 
4 * * 9 | stands to lose some $2,000,000,000 
Europe Varieties in vidfilm production, which it’s es- 
: | timated will be invested in TV film 
| activities by 1957. Pincus asked for) 
First program use of the Euro-| full cooperation of the city govern- | 
pean variety acts which NBC is | ment, ad agencies, sponsors and) 
nent will be a 15-minute early-| Shirley, in turn, made the fol-| 
evening show which the web hopes | jowing recommendations for the | 
to preem in the fall. Tentatively | city as its part in the campaign: to | 
| titled “European Varieties,” the | establish a permanent authority 
| vidfilm package is earmarked for)! which would supervise a program 
days and Thursdays. production facilities in N. Y.; to} 
NBC-TV film production crews | undertake a survey to locate sites | 
began roving ‘across Europe this|in mid-Manhattan which could be | 
week to ferret out the novelty acts | adapted for film studio use on a co- 
with a Continental flavor, which} op basis by some 300 film produc: | 
American audiences. Web is spend- | relations program be set up to com- 
ing some $500,000 on the project, | bat Hollywood “propaganda” aimed 
planning to shoot enough footage | at luring TV film activity from N.Y. 
to build a 30-hour library of such /to the Coast. 
| That the propaganda aspects may 





| to a Wednesday night period. | Producers last week to Walter T. 

|meet Hollywood’s competition, it 
now putting on film on the Conti-| N. Y. banking houses. 
the 7 to 7:15 p. m. slot on Tues-| for the development of necessary | 
have not been exposed yet to/ers in the city, and that a public 
variety talent, which it can inte- | 





into just such quarter-hour or half-| poth coasts was pointed up by Pin- 


| vision film production facilities in | 
air isn’t known as yet. Results of N. Y. City in an effort to stave off | 


grate into its live shows or build) pe utilized fully by producers on, 


Station is charging Pontiac an 
estimated $5,000 package price on 
| the show, including time and tal 
| ent which, on a 15-week run, give 
|} it a gross of $75,000. If it ha: 
|accepted the network co-op dea 
it was entitled to only six loce 
participating spots, which woulc 
have returned it a gross of onk 
$4,800. Station reportedly had ai- 
| tempted to sell the spots for the 
{network package but had lined u» 
only one after pushing the show 
for two weeks. 

Pontiac show started last night 
| (Tues.), preeming with “Tomorre: 


TV in the metropolitan N. Y. are:. 
WCBS-TV has offered the bank 
| roller first-run privileges on a num- 
| ber of films which it has recent: 
|aequired, but Pontiac is takin ° 
| some which the station has alread 
| screened but which it considers © 
| higher quality than some of the 
| first-run (for TV) product. Andr 
| Baruch is to emcee the show. 
Package price of $5,000 weekly, 
incidentally, gives some indicatio : 
|of what a top feature film wi. 
| bring in the N. Y. market. Station - 
hourly Class A charge is no. 
$4,000, on which Pontiac gets tb - 
usual frequency discount. Remain- 
der of the coin goes for Baruch. 
| the facilities charges and the fili.: 
| itself, 


‘Ozzie & Harriet’ 


To Int] Silver: 


The longtime International Si’- 
ver identification with the “Ozzi.: 
and Harriet” show which existed i. 
radio a few years back, initially o: 
CBS, may carry over into TV, wit ; 
strong possibility that the compan: 
will pick up the tab for the vide » 
film series in the fall. “O & Ek’ 
are now under contract to ABC. 
both radio and TV. Their new hal - 
hour film series is being offerc ' 
at $30,000 per segment. 


ee World,” whici is first-run on 





| General Electric's Hotpoint i 


also evidencing interest in th- 
“O & H” pickup for an alternat: - 
| week ride with International Si _- 
| ver. 

Ozzie and Harriet were la: 
backed on ABC by Heinz—rad o 
only. This will bes‘O & H's” initia: 


hour packages. leus. He charged Hollywood with! TV venture. 


In taking over the early evening | attempting to capitalize on “iis past 
slot Tuesdays and Thursdays, the | glory as the film centre of Amer- 





b will serve as a showcase andj|ica,” declaring that most of ts VEFW SETS VIDPIX 


| sporsor come-on for the entire | claims to the best actiag, technical | 
filming venture. Show will alter-| and writing talent are “fallacies.” | 


fi 

| nate with Kellogg’s “Space Cadet,” | While top name stars “are making 
_ which NBC-TV recently lured away | live TV appearances,” he said, “few 
from ABC and which moves into! are taking part in TV films and 
\the 7 to 7:15 slot Mondays, Wed- | those who are are actors who have 
| nesdays and Fridays. slipped badly at the boxoffices.” 
Pincus also cited the failure of 

(Continued on page 26} 











Sheldon Reynolds 


writer-producer of 
“Foreign Intrigue” vidpix series 
mide in Europe, advises 


Go East, Young Man 


* * * 


Dungan to India On 
26 Ferrin Telefilms 


Ellis Dungan, technical adviser 
on Frank Ferrin’s “Gunga Ram,” 
left for India to spend three months 
shooting background, animal and 
native footage in color for 26 Fer- 
rin telefilm productions. It will be 
incorporated into “Smilin‘ Ed Me- 
Connell’s Gang,” produced by Fer- 
rin for Brown Shoe on CBS-TV. 


one of the many byline features 
in the 


7th Annual Radio-Television 
Review & Preview Number 


VARIETY 


OUT SOON 








j distribs shortly. 





SERIES ON HEROISM 5 


Veterans of Foreign Wars h + 
completed a deal for Albert 
| Rogell Productions to lens a seri 
of half-hour vidpix based on tk - 
exploits of Americans who hav °* 
won the Congressional Medal « 
| Honor. Series will be a counterpai. 
|of the WFW’'s “Medal of Hono: 
radio show. 
| Rogell will work with the Dep’ 
| of Defense and the various branct - 
es of the Armed Forces. For pur- 
poses of authenticity, he plans t» 
use film footage of actual comb: 
scenes taken from official archive 
and new material lensed in th- 
hometowns of those who have re- 
ceived the award. Other footag 
will also be shot in Hollywood. Jo . 
Yost, radio-TV chief of the Russe’ 
C. Comer Co., which produced th : 
| radio show, will script the series, 


of Ferrin and Dungan last week VFW and Rogell have agree: 
completed editing on “Ram,” 87-, to give the Dept. of Defense fina 
minute feature shot in  India,| approval of the sponsor, indicatin” 
which Ferrin expects to show to that it will seek one primarily witi 


jan institutional pitch. 
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SAG Lets Pact With Telepix Outfits 





Lapse, But Talks Go On Few Days 


Hollywood, June 24. + 


Screen Actors Guild board of di- 
rectors meeting next Monday (30) 
probably will hold clue to w hether 
the actors strike against telepix 
producers with whom their con- 
tract expired last night (23). 

Guild spokesmen say they are 
not extending the contract, but are 
permitting negotiations with the 
Alliance of Television Producers to 
continue a few days in the hope an 
agreement can be reached. 

Possibility of a peaceful scttle- 
ment of the hassle between SAG 
and the vidpix producers was In- 
dicated last week when it was dis- 
closed that four studio members 
of the Association of Motion Pic- 
ture Producers—Columbia, Uni- 
versal-International, RKO and Re- 
public—were nearing a formula 
for an interim deal with SAG ior 
re-use payment for actors in tele- 
pix. 


Several members of the Alliance | 


of Television Film Producers held 
hasty meetings and expressed the 


tive but to sign SAG contracts pro- 
viding added pay for actors. It 
was understood that the Hal Roach 
Producer Association, which in- 
cludes Roland Reed, Cascade and 
Showcase Productions, was near- 
ing a deal with SAG on paying ex- 
tra coin to actors for telepix re- 
runs. General feeling was ex- 
pressed by one TV producer who 
said: 

“I trust the major studio labor 


. representatives more than I do a 


tiny little alliance or group. After 
all, they have had 20 or 30 years 
labor experience, and I feel we 
should go along with the majors 
in this case.” 

Meanwhile, another stride to- 
ward television production by ma- 
jor lots was indicated by an “ex- 
ploratery” discussion by studio 
representatives with James C. 
Petrillo and his AFM executive 
board about a formula for the pay- 
ment of royalties on music. Dis- 
cussion was one of a long series 
preparatory to the entry of major 
studios into television. Latest talk 
was devoted entirely to future pro- 
duction of films for TV. A formu- 
la for royalties on the huge back- 
log of old films in studio vaults 
is another problem. 


Four Star’ Vidpix 
On Singer Agenda 


Singer Sewing Machines this 
week pacted with CBS-TV for the 
alternate Thursday night 8:30 to 9 
slot, starting in the fall. Outfit will 
bankroll a new vidpix series, pack- 
aged by Official Films and titled 
“Four Star Theatre.” Agency is 
Young & Rubicam. 

Time slot has been occupied by 
Blatz Beer for its “Amos 'n’ Andy” 
vidfilm series, but opened up this 
month when Blatz decided to trim 
“A & A” back to a skip-a-week 
basis. “Four Star” is produced by 
Don Sharpe and will star Charles 
Boyer, Joel McCrea and _ several 





other top Hollywood personalities | 


on an alternate basis. It’s the first 
OF series sold“on a single net- 
work deal. 

Show will also mark the first 
time that Singer has had its own 
network spread on TV. Bankroller 
formerly participated in Kate 
Smith's daytime show on NBC-TV. 
CBS execs cited Singer as another 
in the string of advertisers new to 
broadcasting which are being lured 
into video. 





Map TV Drama Series 


On Madison Sq. Garden 


Blueprints of a tele package cen- 
tering around Madison Square Gar- 
den, N. Y., have been formulated 
by writer Louis M. Hayward in co- 
operation with the Madison Square 
Garden Corp. Plans for the show. 
to be labeled “Madison Square 
Garden Plavheuse” call for 
human interest varn on the various 
events held at the Garden. Film 
clips of Garden shindigs and occa- 
sional remotes from that spot will 
be incorporated into the package. 

It’s currently planned to have 
Gen. John Reed Kilpatrick, Garden 
prexy, introduce each yarn. Produc- 
tion will be by E. J. Rosenhbeyg. 


~ 





Bernstein Opposes Any 
Industry Pix for TV 


London, June 24. 
The view that the future of the 
| British picture industry would be 
| sealed if it gave product to TV, 
| was expressed by Cecil G. Bern- 
|stein, director of the Granada 
| Circuit, speaking at a luncheon to 





| Broidy, Norton Ritchey and Harold 
Mirisch. 


Recalling that British exhibs were | 


| continuing their policy of boycot- 
| ting pix that were screened on TV, 
| Bernstein asserted there was no 
| future in cooperation nor was there 
/any point in discussion. 
Previously Bernstein had 


dec- 
| 5 . * : all area 
Corp.’s only interest in the industry 


He felt it would be dangerous to 
let any films, however old, pass 


On his own circuit, a 12-year old 
pic which was recently reissued, 


that film had been offered to tele 
it would not have played his thea- 
tres and would, consequently, have 
sacrificed considerable revenue. 





Roland Reed Sets 
New Italo Vidpix 


Hollywood, June 24. 

| Vidfilm producer Roland Reed, 
now in Italy, will produce a new 
| series there next fall. He advised 
| veepee Guy V. Thayer by phone that 
|he’s planning to use an American 
| leading man, director and produc- 
tion manager, and fill in with an 
Italian cast and crew. 

Reed, who is surveying telepix 
| facilities in Europe, also set first 
|} sale of vidpix away from General 
| Mills, which has an exclusive in 
United States, making a deal for 
39 half-hour “Trouble with Father” 
telepix be beamed by Societe Radio 
| Audizioni Italia this fall. Stuart 
| Erwin and June Colyer co-star. 





lared that the British Broadcasting | 


sentiment that they had no alterna-| into the hands of the TV studios. | 


set some new house records. If | 


N.Y.’s Big Push 


Continued from page 25 


N. Y. banks to finance TV film pro- 
duction. “In California,” he said, 
“banks and factors are currently 
providing funds on a reasonable 
basis. Here, it is difficult if not 
limpossible to finance film pack- 
/ages—even where terms are guar- 
|anteed. . . . Also, the agencies and 
| sponsors must be reached and 
|shown that the job can be done 
| here, with better talent than on the 
| Goast.» The glamor of Hollywood 
lhas become a beacon that blinds 
them to the talent and convenience 














and its own big names. We want 
to keep these in N. Y.” 

| It’s expected, meanwhile, that 
| James Sauter, prexy af USO-Camp 
|Shows and former prexy of Air 
Features, will head the permanent 
committee to work out details of 
‘the campaign. Shirley promised to 
huddle with Mayor Vincent R. Im- 
pellitteri on the situation to work 
out a “definitive program.” 





was to get hold of some product. | 


Art Buchwald’s Bids For 


‘Paris After Dark’ Vidpix 
Paris, June 24. 

Art Buchwald has again nixed a 

“Paris After Dark’ vidpix series. 


This seems to be the No. 1 indoor | 


sport of virtually every U. S. film- 
television producer when he first 
lencounters the N. Y. 
Tribune (Paris edition) columnist, 
i}who conducts a column of that 
| title which, incidentally, is now 
being syndicated on a 


in New York. 

Buchwald knows that the story’s 
the thing and he refuses to act as 
off-screen voice or commentator 
| for a short which, once the obvious 
jroute of the Folies Bergere-Lido- 
| Maxim’s, ete., has been unspooled, 
| must run dry. Buchwald is amen- 
lable to a 13-week series, provid- 
|ing a sound connecting script is 
proffered him that would keep 
“Paris After Dark” cohesive over 
that length of time. 


| 





Philadelphia—Philadelphia Elec- 
tric Co., one of the oldest spon- 
sors of daytime television, has re- 
newed its weekly cooking pro- 
gram, “Television Kitchen,” for 
another year on WPTZ. Philadel- 
phia utility entered television in 
11947, 








| Vidpix 





Chatter 







Herald- | 


twice- | 
weekly basis in the home edition | 





New York 

Wally Gould, former ABC prod- 
ucer, Hollywood scripter and pack- 
ager of CBS Radio's “Up for 
Parole,” joined Robert Lawrence 
Productions as producer and ac- 
count exec. ... . NBC producer 
Caroline Burke to Bermuda this 
week to film the Newport-Bermuda 
yacht race for her “Vacation Won- 
derlands” segment of NBC's day- 
time “Matinee in N. Y.”... 
National TV Film Council has 
postponed to July 9 its season- 
windup luncheon, originally sched- 
uled for today (Wed.) ... Joe 
Ornstein’s Orrin Pictures has 
acquired “Are We Civilized,” fea- 
| ture starring William Farnum and 
Anita Louise, for TV syndication. 
' Chicago's National Clothing 
Corp. bought Specialty TV Films’ 
latest block of feature product... 
Sterling TV has signed for ex- 
clusive TV rights, on a package of 
seven film shorts, with Fortuna 
Film Corp. ... Charles Michelson, 
Inc., has set up a new department 
| designed to score’ background 
| musie on vidfilm shows. 


Hollywood 
Patti Page to N. Y. to film se- 
ries of promotional blurbs for up- 
coming CBS-TV series for Lever 
Bros. ... Director Ray Nazarro re- 
placed by Jack Reynolds on “Ker- 
ry Drake” telepic produced by Haf- 
|ner-Halperin at Hal Roach Stu- 
| dios ... Mrs. Dorothy B. McGann, 
v.p. of McCann-Erickson, here with 
| Ruth Woodman, writer for ME’s 





new Borax series skedded for tele- | 


filming here... Kenneth Manuel 
and L, F. Carlson, Detroit ad and 
biz execs, huddling with Jerry Fair- 
banks execs here . . . Producer-di- 
‘rector Jerry Schnur of Goodson- 
Todman Productions skied back to 
N. Y. with finished print of Fred 
Allen’s new TV’er, “Two for the 
Money,” shot, edited and 
‘in eight days... 


stars in “Daughters of Mars,” roll- 
ing at Monogram under aegis of 
Interstate Television, with Selena 
Royle, Elizabeth Risdon and Phil 
Terry in support, Lewis Allen di- 
recting, Lee Savin producing ... 
John Cromwell inked to direct 
“The Doctor’ vidpix being pro- 
duced by Marion Parsonnet in 
Gotham . . . John Qualen and Reb- 
ert Osterloh head cast of “Ten- 
nessee’s Partner,” Bing Crosby En- 
terprises’ telepic rolling at RKO 
Pathe ... Cast in currently shoot- 
ing Gene Autry vidpix for Flying 
A Productions are Johnny Dou- 
cette, Ross Ford, Eileen Janssen, 
Sandy Sanders, Rochelle Stanton, 
William Fawcett, Rory Mallingson. 
George Archainbaud and Ross Led- 
erman direct ... John Agar set for 
role in Ziv TV’s “The Unexpected” 
series at California studios .. . 
United World Films, Universal's 
telepix subsid, resumes shooting 
“The Fighting Man” July 7, with 
nine episodes left. George Blair 
directs . . . Arthur Browne, Jr., 
is scripting NBC-TV’s “Ta!es of the 
Texas Rangers,” starring Joel Mc- 
Crea... BCE changed tag of 
“Dreams of Glory” to “Rose Col- 
ored Glasses,” and labeled Brom- 
field series, “Louis Bromfield Pre- 
sents” . . . Hal Moore, Hollywood 
Park race-caller, nabbed a role 
in “Amos 'n’ Andy” telepix at the 
Roach lot . .. Top names for tele- 
| blurbs to be offered on a regional 
|basis by Lou Victor, who has 
| joined Wilshire Television Produc- 
_tions as second v.p. in charge of 
| blurbery, to be known as Tele- 
| Victor. Basil Rathbone among 
| bawlers being offered. Ted Byron 
will write and direct . “King 
Arthur and the Round Table” to 
jtee off in September, according to 
| Arrow Productions exec producer 
|Leon Fromkess ... Because of 
/upped production, Revue Produc- 
| tions, MCA’s telepix subsidiary, 
moves from Eagle-Lion studios to 
| Republic Aug. 1... Formerly with 





Ethel Barrymore } own TV company, at Roach lot. 





Meads to Parsonnet 


Michael Meads, CBS-TV assist- 
‘ant easting director, has resigned 
{to join Parsonnet Films as casting 
| chief for “The. Doctor” series, now 
lin production for Procter & Gam- 
| ble in N.Y. 

' Pat Martin has been moved up 


| at CBS to replace Meads as assist- 





| that age am, et tip gy me |ant to casting chief Robert Banker. | 
rr ‘ iTV has veloped its own taler 
| welcome Monogram officials Steve | rv Ss ae I 


| Joan Coopersmith, formerly with 
producer Martin Manulis. 


MBS Into Tele 
Via Vidpic Route 


As part of its big expansion un- 
|der the aegis of Tom O'Neil, Jr., 
Thomas S. Lee Enterprises (which 
has just changed its name to Gen- 
leral Teleradio, Inc.) has added 
Dwight D. Martin, former V.P.-as- 
sistant general manager of Crosley 
Broadcasting, and has 
rangements with John Sutherland 
and Paul F. Adler on program- 
ming, which leads to speculation 
| that Mutual work on TV is being 
| speeded up via the vidpix route. 
| Pacting of Martin as an operat- 
|ing v.p. is the first major person- 
nel addition since Glen Taylor was 
brought in as a general coordinator 








of the O’Neil AM-TV empire (Mu- | 
; tual, Yankee and Don Lee webs| 


and WOR, N. Y.). Martin’s. area 
of operation will be that of TV, 
since he was an important factor 
in the Crosley tele setup. 


Sutherland is prexy of John 
Sutherland Productions, an outfit 
which has produced commeycial, 
industrial and education pictures 
and animated cartoons which were 
distributed at one time through 
Eagle Lion. It’s figured that Suth- 
erland is working in an advisory 
capacity and will help O’Neil’s 
plans for tele film syndication get 
under way. 


ager and representative who han- 
dled such properties as ‘Lonesome 
Gal,”’. “Jean Sablon Show,” “Script 
Library,” Alan Ladd’s “Box 13.” 
| It’s understood his participation 
| will be akin to that of Warren 
| Wade, producer of WOR’s “Broad- 
| way TV Theatre.” He'll be an in- 
die producer, coming up with new 
ideas on a project basis, in the 
manner that Wade sold O’Neil on 
the idea of beaming the same 90- 
minute tele drama five times a 
week. O'Neil has been sparking 
all phases of the MBS-WOR opera- 
tions and is willipg to try novel ap- 
proaches, 














Telepix Reviews 


Continued from page 24 


easily the No. 1 police drama 
series in TV. Everything about it 
breathes high professionalism, with 








standout direction, thesping and 
technical values. The Frederick 
Gately lensing and the Walter 


Schumann music are first-rate. 
Jack Webb, cast as Sgt. Friday, 
doubles as director and his side- 
kick, Sgt. Jacobs, is craftily done 
by Barney Phillips. 

Last week's (19) yarn, another 
from the Los Angeles police de- 
partment files, demonstrated how 
the constabulary goes about track- 
ing down a criminal through ultra- 
scientific investigation. Story 
opens with the defendant being ac- 
quitted by a jury, a verdict that’s 
characterized as a miscarriage of 
justice by the judge. Webb and 
his cohorts go to work and pile up 
the needed evidence. The sus- 
pense motif prevails all the way. 

Absence of violence and the 
other cliches of most other detec- 
tive actioners makes “Dragnet” a 
model of its kind, appropriate for 
any age level. Tra. 





Columbus—Recent additions to 


the staff of WBNS-TV, Columbus 
Dispatch station, include: Mar- 
garet Jackson, formerly with 


WASL and WNAYV, Annapolis, into 
the traffic department: Otto 
Schlaak and Dick Briggs, of Ohio 
State U., into the prop depart- 
ment: and Jean Carter, formerly 
lof WOSU, as secretary to Jerome 





dubbed | Un'versal, Ben Pivar has formed!R. Reeves, station program direc- | undertaken by a commercial or 
4 tor 


|Her spot has been taken over by | 


made ar-| 


Adler is an independent pack- | 


Warners Claimed Readying Vidpix 
Lensing Via Britis 


h Subsidiari 
London, June 24 
Warner Bros. reportedly jg 
weighing entrance into vidpix pros 
| duction via its British subsidiaries 
With Jack L. Warner, company’s 
jexec v.p. and production topper 
| here, plans are being evolved {oy 
(either or both Warner Bros.. Ltd, 
lor Associated British Picture Corp 
to launch a program of telepix. 
WB, Litd., although primari), 
distrib outfit, has on occasion ; 
pix for the British market 
Teddington Studio, which was re. 
|cently leased to an aircraft com. 
|pany, was used for that purpose. 
| Associated British, like WB in the 
U. S., is a producing, distribution 
and exhibition company. Its pro. 
|duction headquarters are at EJs. 
tree, where many WB pix are 
lensed. Occasionally, a pic made 
jat Elstree will be distributed ip 
England as an ABP pic and in the 
U. S. as a WB release In addi- 
tion, APB has a releasing deal with 
Allied Artists. It’s conceivable, 
therefore, that WB vidpix made 
| through ABP could possibly be re. 
leased in the U. S. by Allied. 
Lending credence to the reports 
that Warners is considering telepix 
lensing in England is the unprece- 
dented welcome and ceremony sur- 
'rounding Jack Warner’s visit here, 
| Topper has been feted by the Brit- 
'ish Film Producers Assn. and the 
{London Cinema Luncheon Club 
|and has also appeared on the BBC, 


$1,000,000 ‘Hoppy’ 
Sales for NBC-TV 


* NBC's television film syndication 
department has wrapped up sales 
totalling more than $1,000,000 on a 
52-week basis on its new series 
of half-hour “Hopalong Cassidy” 
pix, within three weeks after its 
salesmen first started pitching the 
show. Series is now set to preem 
jin 41 markets Oct. 1, with General 
Baking, Quality Bakers and Van 
Camp Sea Food as the three bank- 
rollers with the largest station 
lineups. 

New series is being produced by 
William (Hoppy) Boyd under terms 
of the new deal he signed with 
NBC-TV last month, under which 
he is to star in 52 of the half-hour 
pix. Web, in addition, will con- 
tinue to syndicate the hour-long 
Hoppy features spotlighted on the 
web previously, some of which have 
enjoyed seven or more runs in the 
same market, 

Van Camp deal, set this week as 
the latest of the three big bankroll- 
ers, calls for the’sponsor to get into 
12 markets at the outset and ex- 
pand to others later. Agency !s 
Brisacher, Wheeler & Staff, of San 
Francisco. 


BLOOD PLASMA TELE 
SERIES SET FOR FILM 


Philadelphia, June 24. 

Sharp & Dohme, Inc., largest 
processors of blood plasma, 1n C0 
operation with WFIL-TV and the 
U. S. Dept. of Defense, will pre- 
| sent a 15-minute film documentaly 
covering every phase in the devel- 
opment and use of whole blood and 
plasma, 

Newsreel cameramen will record 
each step in the processing, besin- 
ning with the collection of blood at 
local centers, the-operation of lab- 
oratory facilities in preparing blood 
for distribution, to the eventual use 
in battlefields and in hospitals. 

Viewers will see how collections 
are made, checked, separated, pro 
essed and used to help save lives 

The actual use of blood on the 
\front lines will be shown to !m- 
press people at home with the com 
stant need for blood donations. 

The film, to be shown locally bY 
WFIL-TV, will be made available 
at cost to other stations, and ad- 
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ditional prints will be set asies 
for use by county medical socie:!’ 
conventions, and civic groups 

| This public-service, public re! 
‘tions program marks the first time 
|a project of this scope has been 


sane 


ization, 
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PAT & WHITE’ 








~The CBS-to-NBC Shuttle 


The ap 
major 
numbe 
trative-pr 

White, 
McC 
identific 
prior to I 


oduction berths at NBC 


pearance of. Frank White on the NBC scene as one of its 
AM-TV execs has focussed attention of the trade on the 
r of ex-CBS personalities now occupying important adminis- 


who is now third in command under prexy Joseph H. 
onnell and Sylvester L. (Pat) Weaver, had a longtime CBS 
ation as prexy of Columbia Records and CBS treasurer 
nis stopover regime as Mutual prez. 


Manie Sacks, key talent negotiator for the multiple RCA-NBC 
AM-TV-recording enterprises as an RCA v.p., dittoed for CBS 


during 


his Columbia Records veepeeship. 


Davidson Taylor, Jr., one of the major figures in NBC-TV pro- 
duction on the “Operation Frontal Lobes” public affairs level, was 
No. 1 program man at CBS a few years back and was closely 
attached to CBS‘ board chairman William S. Paley prior to and 


during the war. 


Worthington. L. (Tony) Miner, who now has his own NBC-TV pro- 
duction unit, was one of the CBS video vets during a Columbia 
regime spanning more than 15 years, and produced the web’s 


“Studio One” show. 








NBC-TV's Acute Studio Shortage; 
Center Theatre's 2006 Rental Hike 


There are mounting alarms over¢ 


the TV studio space situation in 
New York, with increasing evi- 
dence that next season will prob- 
ably find a state of emergency exist- 
ing. NBC-TV is particularly hard 
pressed for studio facilities and, 
as one exec put it, “we searched 
from 23d Street to 86th Street for 
all. possible availabilities and 
there’s nothing around.” 

There was some talk recently 
that NBC was interested in nego- 
tiating a deal with Warner Bros. 
for a possible takeover of the shut- 
tered Warmer Theatre on Broad- 
way, but network spokesmen 
averred last week that NBC in- 
tends doing nothing about it. Un- 
derstood that the costs for recon- 
structing the theatre would make 
such a maneuver too prohibitive, 
even though it would give NBC-TV 
an ideal “heart of Times Square” 
showcase. 

Meanwhile, theatre studio trou- 
ble is brewing from another quar- 
ter. NBC has been notified by the 
Rockefeller Center interests that 
the ante on the Center Theatre 
will be hiked upon expiration of 
the three-year lend-le&se contract, 
which still has another season to 
g0. Owners of the building, on 
which NBC-TV invested $500,000 
out-of-pocket for reconstructing to 
TV purposes, want the equivalent 
of what it could get on an office 
rental deal. It’s understood that 
this would mean an _ additional 
$200,000 yearly rental fee for NBC. 

Whether or not NBC goes for it 
is conjectural. Center Theatre 
presently houses but two shows, the 
Firestone musical and the TV “Hit 
Parade” and is in darkness the rest 
of the week. (Kate Smith Wednes- 
day night program also emanated 
from the Center but show has been 
lopped off the NBC-TV schedule). 
Theatre, it’s reported, is consid- 
ered too unwieldly for the regular 
mill of attractions, clients prefer- 
Ting a more intimate studio setup, 
such as 6B in Radio City. 





TV ‘Amateur Hour’ 


Switching to CBS? 


Be looks finalized for the Ted 
ack-emceed “Original Amateur 
Con to switch from NBC-TV to 
. STV in the fall, although the 

‘me slot has still to be resolved. 
Amateur Hour,” which has 
ee a top rating berth dur- 
mag long regime in the Tuesday 
ry A. 10 spot, may revert back 
nh ull hour from its present 45- 
a format should it move over 
*r continued Old Gold auspices. 


G o j 
NBC into the Tuesday slot on 


filmed 





} 
| 


| 
} 
| 


| 





RCA President 


Frank M. Folsom 


surveys the state of the business 
then-and-now in an analytical 
piece entitied 


Radio and Television: 


1952-53 


. * + 


one of the many editorial features 
in the 


7th Annual Radio-Television 
Review & Preview Number 
in 


VARIETY 


OUT SOON 











Bob Hope, Others 
Buy NBC's KOA 
For $2,250,000 


In a move that was not surpris- 


|ing to the trade, NBC this week 


unloaded KOA, its owned-and-op- 
erated radio outlet in Denver, to a 
group of Denver business and civic 
leaders. Price paid was $2,250,000. 
Bob Hope is also among the new 
owners of the 50,000-watt station. 
Sale is subject to FCC approval. 

Sale leaves NBC with five 0 & o’s 
in radio, in New York, Cleveland, 
Chicago, Washington and San Fran- 
cisco. 

NBC’s major aim is to acquire a 
station in Los Angeles and nego- 
tiations have been going on tor 
some time with the estate of the 
late George A. Richards for the 
acquisition of KMPC. 

In line with its new concept of 
integrating radio and TV wherever 
possible, NBC is desirous of pene- 
trating o & o cities that will permit 
for the two-way ride. (Denver as 
yet has na TV.) 

New company buying KOA is 
headed by Denver business man 
William Grant. Other stockholders, 
in addition to Hope, include Mayor 
Quigg Newton. This marks Hope’s 
initial venture into the, business 
side of broadcasting. 

Charles Bevis has been manag- 
ing KOA. He may remain with the 
new ownes#. 


Ford Inks Bob Trout 








CBS Radio this week came with- 
in one night of achieving an SRO 
|status on Bob Trout’s nightly se- 


Will be the new Fred Allen | ries of five-minute newscasts, when 
quizzer, which OG has just! Ford Motors signed to bankroll the 


eae for $25,000 a week (which | show Mondays, Tuesdays and Wed- 


*’s0 includes a taped radio version | nesdays. 
roucho Marx brace | viously been 
NBC was hopeful of | Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays. | 
mateur Hour” but was / leaving Saturday the only night 
eliver a favorable time | still open. 


Similar to the 
: Shows. ) 

Ctaining “A 
Unable to q 
a OG continues the radio 
ABC n of “Amateur Hour” 


General Foods had pre- 
sponsoring it on 


Trout’s show will 


‘and at 10 o'clock on Wednesdays. 





be aired at y 5. 
on 10:30 on Mondays and Tuesdays, not be in use while 90° of TV 


wave 


NBC's PLAN TE 
JOIN AM ANE 


By GEORGE. ROSEN 
NBC 














The 


(print calls for additional person- | 
an executive | 


inel reshuffling on 
| level. The network brass has been 
;cemmitted to a policy of “no talk- 
|ing in advance,” but boss man Gen. 
| David Sarnoff, board chairman of 
| the parent RCA company, finalized 
| the “strategy for the future” before 
| he shoves for a European vacatién 
|on the maiden voyage of the United 
States luxury liner. 
More . administrative 


checker- | 


ONLY T 





HE 





START 





Il 


en } 
reorganization blue- 


} 
' 


|} board moves among the echeleon | 


| fraternity is on tap for the near 
|future, it’s Known, as part of the 
inew coordinated formula which 
| now finds Sylvester L. (Pat) Weav- 
|er as the No. 1 veepee in AM and 
|TV as second in command to prexy 


Joseph H. McConnell, with Frank | 


White, the former Mutual presi- 
dent, in the No. 3 spot as veepee- 
general manager for both the AM 
|and TV networks, reporting to 
Weaver. In turn all other depart- 
mental heads (in both radio and 
video) report to White. 

To crystallize the new thinking 
aimed at making radio a comple- 
mentary medium to TV rather than 
/a competitive facet of broadcast- 
| ing, it’s reported that there will be 
|some other drastic maneuvers in 
which some of the web's key per- 
;sonnel will be brought into the 
|“coordinated pattern” of operation 
as a means of eventually bringing 
a whole new facade of modernity 
jand freshness to network radio. 
'This, it’s understood, will extend 
beyond programming into sales and 


Both Weaver and White ex- 
plained to Variety their bullish at- 
titude toward radio under the new 
operational concept and what they 
hope to achieve. From here on 
it, they said, the accent will be on 
| broadcasting, rather than TV or 
\radio. Whether consciously or un- 
consciously, they pointed out, net- 
work radio has suffered at the ex- 
pense of TV because of currently 
| existing policies which regard AM 
and TV as competing media. 

To bring about the new “atti- 
tude,” all new deals for use of art- 
ists will be geared toward the new 
formula of coordination in making 
talent available for both radio and 
television. By the same token, stars 
presently under exclusive contract 
to NBC will be embodied into this 
new concept. The precise areas in 
which they will operate is some- 
thing that’s still to be worked out. 
Cite Changing Conditions 

While recognizing that two years 
ago the affiliates rejected such a 
‘formula of converting TV shows 
linto “sound only” editions for AM 
|stations, Weaver pointed out that 
}changing conditions have likewise 
| brought about a change in attitude. 
Today virtually all the affiliate sta- 
tions have a stake in TV, either 
through existing TV channels or 
with posi-freeze applications for 
|stations. They, along with the net- 
| works, now recognize the need for 
a bolstering of their radio program 
} schedules and of providing the in- 
/centive to increase radio listening 
leven while TV viewing is on the 
| ascendancy. 
| This, he said, will call for 
'“planned programming”—of pro- 
viding an alternative roster of 
|shows for the home so that there 
| will be no conflict in the viewing 
and listening habits of the family. 
Where kid shows are slotted on TV, 








‘there can be adult programs for! tye pact 


radio, etc., “always keeping in mind 
that broadcasting is a 
coin,” Weaver explained. 


changed overnight. It'll 


| so that the process will be slow, but 





other facets of the NBC operation. | 








Eddie Cantor 


@ veteran of show business wars, 
discourses on the still young, but 
rapidly maturing, aspects of 


TV Humor 


* * * 


an interesting byline piece in the 
soon-due 


7th Annual Radio-Television 
Review & Preview Number 


of 


VARIETY 











K&E Exits From 
Kellogg Account; 
Piel Also Shifts 


The Madison Avenue shuffle, 
which has seen a number of top- 
| spending advertisers switch agen- 
| cies during the last several months, 
assumed a new form this 
| with the voluntary resignation by 
Kenyon & Eckhardt of the lucra- 
tive Kellogg account. K&E noti- 


| fied the Battle Creek cereal firm | 


| that it is giving up the account as 
|of Oct. 1. Agency, meanwhile, 
|also lost the Piel’s Beer account 
this week to Young & Rubicam. 


| Spokesmen for K&E pointed out 
| that there’s nothing precedental in 


lany agency's giving up a healthy | 


| slice of business’ of its own free | 
will, citing the action of Foote, | 
|Cone & Belding when it resigned 
|the American Tobacco account 
some years back. Indicating that 
it hasn’t been seeing eye-to-eye 
with Kellogg on management of 
the ad campaign during recent | 
months, K&E declared that “we/| 
just reached a stage where the| 
money became of secondary ini-| 
portance.” 


Part of the Kellogg billings | 
moved from K&E to Leo Burnett | 
last year, but the former agency 
still represented some $3,000,000 | 
in annual billings. K&E, besides 
handling seven Kellogg Products 


try, K&E had Kellogg on NBC-TV’s 
“All Star Revue” and on “Space 
Cadet,” which moves from ABC to 
to NBC. Burnett repped the! 
cereal firm on DuMont’s “Wild 
Bill Hickok” and “NBC's ‘Howdy 
Doody.” 

No reason was given for the Piel 
switch from K&E to Y&R. Move 
was made possible by the fact that 
Y&R _ recently lost the rival | 
Schlitz Beer business to Lennen & 
Mitchell. Where Schlitz spent} 
some $3,000,000 annually, how- | 
ever, the Piel account represents 
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| Deal 


BING CROSBY’S COKE 


DEAL SEEN IMMINENT 


for Coca-Cola to sponsor 


| Bing Crosby on both CBS Radio 


jand TV 


two-sided | 


loomed imminent this 
week. Top execs of the D'Arcy 
agency were scheduled to huddle 
| with Crosby on the Coast yester- 
day (Tues.), and it’s expected that 
will be signed by the 
end of the week. 

Crosby was dropped by Chester- 


| field as part of a major reshuffle 
The program schedules won't be | of the ciggie firm's AM-TV spon- 


| require sorship activities. 
‘plenty of thinking and imagination, made his TV bow Saturday night | 


Groaner, 


(21) and Sunday with Bob Hope 





week | 


$1,250,000 in annual billings. : 
|from Winchell’s contract with ABC 


who | 


Ford Foundation in TV Bow With 
9-Minute CBS Dramatic Showcase 


. a 


Ford Foundation makes its initial 
entry into television programming 


in the fall with a high-budgeted 
hour-and-a-half dramatic series 
Sunday afternoons on CBS-TV. 
While plans are still in the earliest 
talking stages, the Foundation has 
notified CBS of its intentions to 
program the show Sundays from 
4:30 to 6 p.m., starting Nov. 9. 


It’s expected that the deal will 
work similar to that which Ford 
now has on CBS Radio for its 
“The People Act” series. Under 
that setup, the Foundation bank- 
rolled the program, while CBS do- 
nated the time, reserving the right 
to sell the show to a commercial 
sponsor which would meet with the 
Foundation’s approval. Foundation 
spokesmen said this week that 
there’s “some money left over” in 


| their radio-TV Workshop budget, 


which they intend to spend dur- 
ing the remainder of the year, 
but averred that their fall plans 
will not be firmed up for the next 
s veral weeks. 

WOR-TV, N. Y. indie, is already 
on the air with its 90-minute 
“Broadway TV Theatre,” but the 
Ford show will be the first dra- 
matic venture of that length on a 
network basis. It’s expected that 
the show will be handled on a 
workshop basis, serving as an ex: 
perimental showcase for new story 
treatments, production techniques, 
etc., similar to the “CBS-TV Work- 
shop” aired earlier this season. In 
addition, though, it will be pitched 
on a public service, institutional 
setup similar to “The People Act.” 

Hour-and-a-half time period has 
been sustaining on CBS-TV for 
most of this season, indicating the 
web won't be losing anything in 
the way of commercial billings by 
donating the time to the Founda- 
tion. CBS stands to gain consider- 
ably, in fact, since it will have a 
high-budgeted dramatic show for 
free, which it will have the right 
to sell. 

“People Act,” meanwhile, com- 
pletes the 26-week cycle which it 
was originally designed with next 
Sunday’s (29) broadcast. Founda- 
tion. however, is offering record- 
ings of the show to stations around 
the country for aid in helping 
other communities solve the type 
of problems which the show spot- 
lights. Recordings will be dis- 
tributed via the “People Act 
Centre” at Penn State College. 





in the U. S., represented the "| ABC We i ll In 
tire firm in Canada. In this coun- | . mc e 


Chi Politico Deal 


Walter Winchell may cover the 
Chicago political conventions for 
ABC radio and television Talks 
have been going on between net- 
work execs and the columnist-com- 
mentator with an sye toward in- 
tegrating WW into the web's poli- 


'tico wrapup. 


It would be 
package” deal 


a separate “Chi 
completely apart 


or the Admiral sponsorship of the 
conventions via the web. 

If ABC succeeds in selling WW 
to Admiral as a supplementary per- 
sonality attraction; he'll be inte- 
grated into the Admiral gavel-to- 
gavel ABC coverage, going on 
nightly for highlight appraisals. In 
the event of other sponsorship 
auspices, he would be featured on 
the web’s “between gavel” sessions, 
due to the Admiral exclusivity 
while the convention sessions are 
in progress. 


Long Live the King 


Chicago, June 24. 
Wayne King Show, dropped by 





once this new “attitude” has taken|in a 142 hour telethon for the Standard Oil of Indiana after three 


hold, both Weaver and White are | American Olympics team, 


is ex- 


‘confident that under the “planned | pected to do a weekly radio show 
programming” system there’s no|next season and either a series 


jsets are in use. ; 


guestings on other top CBS-TV 
pregrams. ins 


years on an l\l-station NBC-TV 
hookup, goes off Thursday (26). 
It has selected as the final num- 


reason why 90° of radio sets can- of sporadic video shows or major ber on the final show of the series 


an appropriate redundancy, “ Tis 
the End.” 
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TALENT, SPONSOR RAIDING FINDS WEBS’ 





FLAGSHIPS MOVING IN ON TOP INDIES 


All-out battle among top local 
indie radio stations and network 
flagships is shaping up, touched off 
by the net stations’ steady move-in 
on what had formerly been consid- 
ered strictly the sponsorship do- 
main of the indies. Tied in with 
the battle is the start of new tal- 
ent and sponsor raiding maneuvers, 
only this time it’s again the net 
flagship vs. the indie operations, 
rather than among the nets them- 
selves. 


Gagman 


Eddie Davis 


reminisces on 
Cantor and Me 
* a a 


an amusing byline piece in the 
forthcoming 
7th Annual Radio-Television 
Review & Preview Number 





Not Enough Stations, 
Ballantine Changes 
Mind on ‘Songs’ Buy 


Deal for Ballantine’s to buy the 
\final 45 minutes of CBS-TV’s 
“Songs for Sale” for a special sum- 
mer ride blew apart this week 
|when the web found it impossible 
‘to clear the total number of sta- 
| tions requested by the beer firm. 
'Show is being aired during the 
| summer on Saturday nights from 
i8 to 9. 

Time slot had been filled during 














Pointing up the raiding tactics 
is the signaturing this week by 
WNBC, key NBC station in N. . # 
of Gene Rayburn, long sone’? of 
with Dee Finch as the top dis VARIETY 
jockey team on WNEW, N. Y. ra- | ‘ARIETY 
dio indie. Both WNBC and WCBS, 
the CBS Radio web's N. Y. flagship, 
had been bidding for Rayburn, it’s 
been learned. NBC station had also ril all 
wanted Finch, but the latter de- | 9 
cided it Would be more to his in- | . 
terest to stay where he 1s. Veejay | 
team, as a result, is split up for the In Sat Night Deal 
first time in many years, with the | e 
possibility that WNEW will come | 
up with another comic to replace 
Rayburn, on its early-morning show 
with Finch. 

On the sponsorship side of the 
battle, both WNBC and WMAQ, 
NBC’s key Chicago outlet, have re- 
cently inked lucrative pacts with 
Robert Hall Clothes, a retail outfit 
which formerly had tossed its en- | 
tire radio ad budget to the indie 


stations. Both WNBC and WCBS, 
in addition, have moved in on the 


CBS-TV solved the first phase of 
its thorny Saturday night fall pro- 
gramming problem this week, when 
|Serutan bought the web’s 10:30 to 
11 p. m. slot to bankroll its “Bat- 
tle of the Ages,” currently airing 
on the DuMont web Tuesday nights. 
Show preems on CBS video Sept. 6. 

Time was occupied during the 
season just ending by “Songs for 
Sale,” which went from 9:30 to 11. 
With Ken Murray expected back in 
retail grocery trade via their re- the fall at 8 o'clock Saturday 
spective “chain lightning” opera- | Nights with either an hour or a 
tions, another facet of radio biz on | half-hour show, and with the new 
which the indies once had an ex- Jackie Gleason show expected to 
clusive franchise. go from 9 to 10, it had been 

Backgrounding the fight is the —— ya gs Hee ag Papper 

5 , a “Songs” in the 0 period. 
pr A ty glean gory egy Ban 94 With Serutan now having bought 
which follows closely on the pat- that final half-hour, the web ro 
tern set by the indies many years make other plans for its statins “ee 
ago. Where the net operations were | — se es - ont aile, : =m 
formerly confined to only island- bought ‘5 minutes ethene a — 
type programming, in which they | 50? of Songs for a special. nine- 
had small shows interspersed | “ eek ride this summer.) 
among the network productions, Switch of “Battle from DuMont 
they've recently opened up block |t0 CBS also marks the first time 
programming, in which they can |i? a number of years that CBS has 
provide numerous participating | had a laxative advertiser. NBC 


the «season just past by the Ken 
Murray show, but when that went 
off the air, most of the CBS affili- 
lates which had been carrying it 
| switched over to NBC-TV’s “All 
| Star Revue.” Ballantine’s ordered 
| 31 markets as a starter for “Songs,” 
|but CBS was able to deliver only 
123. “Songs,” consequently, remains 
lon a complete sustaining basis this 
| summer, 


Fight Looming On 
Rebroadcast Rule: 
Solon Preps Law 


Washington, June 24. 
Fight is brewing over a recent 
|ruling of the FCC reversing pre- 
| vious policies upholding right of 
|networks to restrict rebroadcasts 
'of sponsored programs. Under the 
new policy, taking effect July 1, 
lan affiliate which has carried a 
|commercial show must explain to 
‘the FCC why it would refuse per- 
| mission to a nearby station to re- 








sponsors with long stretches of lo- 


several months ago when it sold | 
the “Doctor’s Wife” soap opera | 
the webs turning over more time | Strip to Ex-Lax. On DuMont, “Bat-| 
to their affiliates which they them- |Ue” has _ been slotted Tuesday | 
selves have not been able to sell, nights at 9, opposite the high-rated | 
and the takeover by the local sta- “Fireside Theatre” on NBC-TV, | 
tions of the post-midnight hours, | and has been able to come up with | 
which were formerly considered ratings in the 12s and 13s. 
strictly network time. by 


cally-produced shows. This has 
been-made possible, of course, by 














It’s this new block programming Toni’s Two-a-Day Capsule 
(Continued on page 34) : ‘ 

Airer in ABC Radio Deal 

periods weekly on ABC radio for 

a nine-week period, with the pos- 

; extended to 12 weeks if time can 

u out be cleared. Sponsor will back “It | 
Happens Every Day,” airer with | 

Arlene Francis and Bill Cullen. | 


Chi Writers Vote Toni has bought four five-minute 
sibility that the campaign may be 
which was expanded on Columbia | 


Chicago, June 24. 


Executive board of National last week from a once-weekly to’ 
Assn. of Broadcast Engineers & | six-times-weekly basis. 


Technicians today ‘Tues.) author- Stanza will be beamed twice a 
ized strike of 11 Chi newswriters|day on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
and four program builders against | Afternoon show will be aired at | 
ABC and NBC, effective July 1. | 2:30 p.m. EDT, while the evening 

Newsw riters and networks were show will be skedded at 10:30 p.m. 
unable to get together on a new in each local time zone. Agency is | 
contract before the Federal me- | Tatham-Laird. ! 
diator last week, but negotiations 


paved the way via its radio network | broadcast if it’s okay with the 


sponsor. 

National Assn. of Radio and TV 
Broadcasters has protested the 
Commission’s ruling, contending 
the agency has not given proper 
notice to affected parties and that 


| it has exceeded its authority in re- 


quiring an explanation for refusal 
to grant rebroadcast consent. 

NARTB ciaims the new rule will 
place the FCC jn the position of 
determining fair compensation for 
rebroadcast privileges and impose 
unnecessary administrative bur- 
dens on both the FCC and broad- 
casters. 

Meanwhile, Rep. Harry R. Shep- 
pard (D., Calif.), foe of network 
“monopoly,” has advised the Com- 
mission he plans to introduce legis- 
lation to clarify the situation. In 
letters to commissioners, Sheppard 


| said he feels “most radio stations, 


both network affiliated and inde- 
pendent, have much to gain by 
your decision, and that proper ad- 
ministration of it will greatly en- 
hance the public service of radio 
and TV, as well as open new ave- 


(Continued on page 34) 








are continuing today and webs are 
optimistic about reaching agree- 
ment before end of week. Union 


sors for his radio deal. 


stations take the air. 


priced guestars. 


Hope's Beef on Radio Kickaround — 


Hoilywood, June 24. 


Bob Hope may be the first NBC personality to adopt television 
sponsorship concepts into his radio show, under the network's new 
policy of closer coordination between the two media. 
to do an hour show for AM next fall, which the web will pitch to 
three participating sponsors, a la TV’s “All Star Revue,” with each 
of the three alternating weekly in the major plugging spot. 

Comic, who's committed to 10 shows on the Sunday night Tv 
“Comedy Hour,” is now negotiating with several unidentified spon- 
He plans to devote full attention to AM, 
feeling there’s a tendency nowadays to kick radio around and to 
ignore some 15,000,000 radio sets in the hinterlands and in areas 
where video doesn’t penetrate and where it won't even after more 


Hope plans , 


Hope is also of the opinion that radio can no longer afford high- 
As a result, his revamped show next season wil] 
spotlight ad lib interviews with guest from all walks of life, 














Timber! 
Geneva, N. Y., June 24. 

Television, while bringing 
the Demecratic National Con- 
vention in Chicago (July 21) 
to its greatest audience in his- 
tory, will create complications 
in running the proceedings, 
Mrs. India Edwards, vice 
chairman of the Democratic 
National Committee, points 
out, 

Addressing the New York 
State Democratic Committee 
Youth Division’s Sixth Annual 
Political Institute at Hobart 


College here Saturday (21), 
Mrs. Edwards declared that 
the length of speeches will 


have to be cut down and floor 
demonstrations limited be- 
cause of demands of television. 

In addition, Mrs. Edwards 
warned, delegates will have to 
have to be on guard against a 
new TV “secret weapon,” the 
zoomar, a telescopic lens capa- 
ble of quick closeup shots, “I 
suspect,” she said, “that men 
will have to watch their shaves 
and women their lipstick a lit- 

_ tle more closely this year.” 


oomainitemiienate 








Network Thinking In Post-Freeze 
Era Now Leans to Split-up Skeins 


+ Top television 


industry execs 
have done almost a complete re. 


verse in their crystal-balling on the 
cost-vs.-impact factors of network 
TV sponsorship in the future. 
Where they formerly insisted that 
TV is such a tremendous ad me. 
dium that it will build sufficient 
new Sales to offset the skyrocket- 
ing time and talent costs for spon- 
sors, they’re now just as thoreugh- 
ly convinced that no single national 
advertiser will be able to afford a 
show on a complete network of 250- 
300 markets which might be avail- 
able within the next few years. 

Nets, as a result, are reapprais- 
ing their entire selling concepts 
and affiliation pdcts with an eye to 
TV's status when the new stations 
permitted by the freeze-lifting take 
the air. General consensus, to 
date, breaks down on somewhat the 
lines of the “selected facilities” 
plan instituted by the CBS Radio 
net last year, under which a spon- 
sor must purchase a certain num- 
ber of “must buy” markets and per- 
mit the network to sell his show 
to non-competing advertisers in all 
other markets. Plan holds for any 
property, whether it’s a network 
house package, agency-produced 
show, ete. 

TV execs point out that an ad- 
vertiser seeking national distribu- 





* 
Schwimmer Dro S | tion for his product will almost cer- 
| tainly have to buy the 65-odd ma- 


Giveaway Suit 


Chicago, June 24. 

Walter Schwimmer last 
quietly got a dismissal of his three- 
year-old suit in connection with the 
FCC ban on radio-TV giveaway 
programs. Original temporary in- 
junction was granted Schwimmer’s 
Radio Features packaging firm by 
Judge Michael Igoe in Chi Federal 
District Court Sept. 13, 49. Judge 
Igoe granted the dismissal without 
prejudice. 

Schwimmer’s request for a per- 
manent injunction was to have 
come before a three-judge court 
Oct. 7, ’49. However, both sides 
in the case agreed to a continuance 
until a similar case was decided in 
the Federal courts in N. Y. The 
}action of three webs—ABC, CBS 
;and NBC—in obtaining a temporary 
| restraining order against the FCC 
}in the northern district court cov- 
,ered a broader field than did 
|Schwimmer’s action, hence the 
agreement for continuance. 

A few weeks later, the FCC an- 
}nounced that it would voluntarily 





week | 


jor distrib centres across the coun- 
try. But, they now concede that, 
even though that number of mar- 
| kets does not exceed by much the 
;number now purchased by some 
| of the top video sponsors, no single 
bankroller will be able to afford 
many more than that. As a result, 
they’re tentatively planning to in- 
clude only those markets on their 
“must buy” lists, while retaining 
the right to sell shows on a re- 
gional basis outside of those areas. 

Under this plan, of course, some 
of the pioneer TV stations around 
the country will stand a chance of 
losing some of their lucrative na- 
tional network business, on the 
theory that their circulation is too 
smali to be listed among the ‘‘must 
buy” markets. Such cities, for ex- 
ample, as Lancaster and Johnstown 
(Pa.), Binghamton (N. Y.) and 


{Continued on page 34) 


WOR-MBS Step Up 
Program Wedding 


WOR, New York key of Mutual, 








wanted $125 for first-year writers 
and $150 thereafter. Later demands 
were downgraded to $110 and $125 
Webs started with an offer of 6% 
increase and later jumped it to 
19%. 


Also involved, although of sec- | 


ondary importance, are union de- 
mands for writer credits, freelance 
rights and extra coin for commer- 
cials. 
Strike order 


brings out possi- 


bility of NABET-CIO workers pick- | 


eiing International Amphitheatre 
if issues are not settled before the 
political conventions, and could 
possibly put a crimp into radio-TV 
coverage of those events. 
Meanwhile, WBBM, CBS flagship 


here, today signed a two-year con- | 


tract with Radio Writers Guild. 
giving 10% raises retroactive to 
Jan. 7, and an additional 5° hike 
June 11, 1953. Under this contract 
writers will range from $93 to $113 
weekly. 


| Major AM Network: Dunville 


Cincinnati, June 24. 

Possibility that the radio industry of the future will comprise 
only a single top network of 55 to 65 stations was predicted here 
last week by Robert Dunville, prez of Crosley Broadcasting. Speak- 
ing at the annual convention of the American Marketers Assn., 
Dunville said this web will have reduced talent and production 
costs. He emphasized his belief that “radio of the future will con- 
tinue to grow, but on a sounder basis right alongside television.” 

Dunville blasted the projected rate-cut moves being talked by 
the networks as “unsound and unwarranted.” He conceded that 
AM is now going through a period of adjustment, but stressed that 
it has the ability to offer sponsors circulation at a low enough cost- 
per-thousand to make it a profitable and useable ad medium. He 
declared that radio, from 1940 to 1950, underwent the “greatest 
watering-down period that any industry has had to take and still 
survive, when the number of stations increased from 814 to 2.234.” 
This period, he said, was one of inflation, leading to today’s period 
of adjustment, which was hastened by the advent of TV. 

Dunville called on research organizations to revise their methods 
of evaluating radio and evolve an effective system of measuring 
total listening in the home, as well as out-of-home. Some efforts 
have been made in this direction, he said, but the work remaining 


should serve as “a great challenge to researcli-minded and mar- 
keting-minded peopie.” 








| Shelve any attempts to enforce its 
proposed rules until final decisions, 
which were expected to go to the|is revamping its schedule to take 
U. S. Supreme Court. |more of the network’s programs 
However, the N. Y. case has|and in turn the chain is picking 
never come to trial, and it’s as-;up more of the station’s stanzas. 
sumed that both sides have neither| It's a move with significance for 
the time nor inclination to push! the other chains, since the ability 
for a decision. to deliver a Gotham slot will 
| ene tes MBS’ hand, and at Oe 
| same time it will give os 
TOSCY’S DAUGHTER AS |W NBC and wiz, estat tne 0 
'skeins, less competition in the 10- 
LONGHAIR DISK JOCKEY | cal selling market. 
| Julius Seebach, MBS program 
Wanda Toscanini Horowitz is the | veepee, who until last month only 
|} newest longhair disk jockey to be | held the reins of WOR program- 
|signed by WNBC, flagship station | ming, has picked up two WOR 
|of the NBC radio web in N. Y. shows for the web to air on a ¢0-0P 
Daughter of maestro Arturo Tos-| basis. Ray Heatherton’s “Mer'y 
canini and wife of pianist Vladimir | Mailman,” which started as 4 
Horowitz, she'll do a half-hour Sat-| WOR-TV feature, goes on Mutual 
urday evening program, concen-| in the 5-5:30 p.m. strip on Monday 
trating strictly on recordings made | (30). John Gambling, the veter@" 
by her husband. | WOR personality, launches @ Cros’ 
Show will go in the 7:30 to 8 p.m. | the-board show in the 3-4 p.m. 
slot Saturdays, where it will be | block, the week of July 13. 
back-to-back with the Jane (Mrs.| “Mailman” will hold the 5 P.™ 
Goodman) Ace deejay show. | (Continued on page 34) 
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RELIGIOSO’S SABBATH RIPLEY 


Emerson Tees Off $5,000,000 Educ’l 
TV Fund; Sees New Market for Sets 


+ Plans for 


High & Dry 


I’ve long admired VarieTyY’s resourcefulness in digging up stories, 
ough at times my admiration has been tinged with sadness over 
, mish-mash as the piece that some NBC affiliates feel “Ban- 
er has sold them down the river.” 
Whom have I sold down what river? 


alth 
sucl 
nist 


Or, up what creek? 


Today’s geography lesson tells us that in Virginia there’s a “Ban- 
In Montana there’s one called “Crooked.” There’s 
a “Skunk River” in Iowa, and a “Snake Creek” in North Dakota, 
Also a “Little Snake” in Colorado—for midgets. 

My trip was O.K., though somewhat hurried. I caught 11 planes 


ister River.” 


in eight days—all running late. 


In Milwaukee I won a few quid from the second best gin player 


in the industry. 


In Omaha my hat blew across Farnam street, and over some 
pewly tarred paving. Cost me two bucks to get it cleaned! 

In St. Louis I lunched with the editors and managers of the 
Post-Dispatch on a 45-pound salmon caught in the wilds of North- 
ern Canada by Publisher Joseph Pulitzer. 

In Kansas City I helped Dean Fitzer and Roy Roberts inaugurate 
their magnificent new building, then cold-decked Dean and Jack 
Harrington. Got the price of new shoes for baby. 

In Oklahoma City I got tooken by Buddy Sugg for 35 cents at 
He then piled insult on injury by insisting on 
arising at 5 a.m, to drive me to the airport. 

In San Antonio, I napped for 10 minutes in Hugh Halff’s pastel 
contour chair, a nifty companion piece to my own contour chair— 


high-low-jack. 


the parting gift from WW4J's staff. 


I crossed many rivers in my travels. 
Always the waters flowed peacefully—the channels were 
well marked—the buoys floated and bobbed in happy tranquility. 


rivers. 


Can you top this? 


Deep rivers and shallow 








‘Nobody Ever Heard a Watt’; Show's 
The Thing—Menser to BMI AM Clinic 


Network radio’s troubles stem + 


from concentration on facilities 
rather than programs, Clarence L. 
Menser, former NBC program v.p. 
and now with Stetson U. and 
WJBS, DeLand, Fla., told the 
Broadcast Music, Ine., program 
clinic in N. Y. yesterday (Tues.). 

Pointing out that DeLand 
“doesn't feel any radio crisis,” 
Menser said that “it is a mistake 
to assume that all radio is to go 
out of existence when network 
operations become unprofitable.” 
He added, “network radio is ap- 
proaching unprofitable operation 
because it has for years been 
dominated by the false philosophy 
that the most important thing was 
its facilities.” 

“Nobedy ever heard a watt,’ 
Menser declared, and the listener 
doesn’t care whether the show he 
wants comes in with one watt or 
50.000. He stressed that advertisers 
and networks should be aware of 
the importance of the small station 
which delivers a major proportion 
of the dialers in its area, because 
of its ability to deal with local 
_ aaaaae and news in a lecal man- 

er 

Menser urged networks to spend 
more time on developing programs 
and talent. He said AM networks 
can and do make important con- 
tributions and hopes that these 
Will be maintained. “But network 
radio, if it is to exist, must do so 

(Continued on page 36) 


Politico Confusion 
Hits TV Webs, Too 


Accounting departments of CBS- 








TV and NBC-TV will have their 
hands full next month, in working | 
out plans for paying stations which | 
se carry live pickups of the po-| 
sey conventions on the two webs. 

inal station lineups, which came 


through last week, reveal several 
eens arrangements for alternate, 
Shared or intermittent pickups 


from both networks in single-sta- | 
tion Markets, in addition to the ex- 
ve Pacts inked by other sta- 
‘ons with either of the two webs. | 


- Bloony ngton’s YTTV, for exam- | 
m 





except for the period from 9:30) 
. m. to midnight on the kickoff | 
“S Of the Republican conclave | 


— 12 noon to 2:30 p. m. the fol- | 
.,. 18 day, CBS accountants, con- | 
(uently, must work out their | 


Payment schedules to the station | 


‘Continued on page 37) 


' Thursdays. 





Lost & Unfound 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Physically I have been back 
in New York since June 6, but 
L.A. to N.Y. has made no rec- 
ord of this return. 

It is a very uncomfortable 
feeling to be sent west by 
VARIETY and never brought 
back, like the third act of a 
play called “Outward Bound.” 
For the record, I have re- 
turned. 

Lester Gottlieb 
CBS Radio Program v.p. 


TV Ballcasts Put 
Frothy Head On 











Hamm's Beer Biz 


Chicago, June 24. | 

Retail outlets doubled, sales, 
more than tripled—that’s the frothy | 
head put on Hamm’s beer by the | 
fortunate combination of television | 
and baseball. 
Hamm’s, which with Chesterfield | 
co-sponsors Chi White Sox and) 
Cubs home ball games on WGN- 
TV, is St. Paul beer, and had rela- | 
tively little Windy City metropoli- | 
tan area distribution at the start of 
the baseball season a short two 
months ago. Matter of fact, the 
ballgames were to be the medium! 
for forcing distribution. 


How well this plan worked is} 
illustrated by the brewer adding a | 
reported 1,500 new retail outlets 
in the first 10 days of the WGN-| 


ad director, won’t reveal the exact 
number of new outlets because ol | 


“the highly competitive nature of | aired at 2-2:30 p.m.). Idea is that | 


the brewing industry.” However, 





TAKE’ 19 OFF OM 
BOTH RADIO, TY 


_The “take” is eff on the commer- 

cial religious stanzas circuiting the 
Sunday morning kilocycles, both 
radio and TV, ofi the networks and 
locally. For years—in radio—the 
“paid commercial” religioso spiel- 
ers have been the “problem boys” 
of the- industry. Broadcasters, 
while not encouraging their busi- 
ness, took them on because they 
laid it right on the line for time 
with hard cash and, too, delivered 
their own program packages. The 
FCC has always taken a “hands 
off’’ position. 

ABC divides up quite a few of 
them hetween its AM and TV 
skeins, with Evangelist Billy Gra- 
ham and his “Hour of Decision,” 
the Gospel Broadcasting’s “Old 
Fashioned Revival Hour,” the 
Voice of Prophecy’s “Faith for To- 
day” (TV), the Church of Christ's 
“Herald of Truth,” the Free Meth- 
odists’ “Light and Life Hour,” etc., 
pouring some handsome coin into 
the ABC coffers. 

They’re all over Mutual Sunday 
mornings, with such items as El- 
der Michaux’s ‘Happiness Hour,” 
the Christian Reformed Church’s 
“Back to God,” the Radio Bible 
Class, Voice of Prophecy, Lutheran 
Layman’s League program, etc. 





Larmon’s Status 
Speculation has been rife in 
Madison Avenue agency circles 
as to the anticipated pre- 
empting of the Young & Rubi- 
cam prexy berth in the event 
that Gen. Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower becomes the next Presi- 
dent of the United States. 
Sigurd Larmon, Y & R 
prexy, has thrown his full 
weight and time into the Eisen- 
hower campaign and it’s antici- 
pated that in the event of an 
Eisenhower victory, he'll shed 
his Y & R stripes for a top- 
level D. C. administrative 
berth. 


14 Cameras Film 
Mock Atom Attack 
For See It Now 


First television coverage of a 








(CBS, NBC policy has been, for the| mock atom bomb attack on N. Y. 


most part, to eschew the paid re- 
ligious airers. Perhaps the most 
lucrative ef all sources comes from 
a local level.) 

The various religioso societies, 
of course, thrive on the solicited 
donations. Nobody’s come up with 


City, which took place yesterday 
(Tues.), will occupy 15 minutes on 
CBS-TV’s “See It Now” Sunday 
(29), despite the fact that co-pro- 
ducers 
Fred W. Friendly supervised lens- 





the answer as to why the “take” 
should be off at this particular 
time, but it’s known that there’s 


been mixed reaction with the re-| 


ing of more than two hours of film. 
Pressing into service 14 cameras 
and more crews than it has ever 


the creation of a 
$5,000,000 fund to aid the develop- 
ment of educational television, 
which were revealed Monday (23) 
by Emerson Radio prexy Benjamin 
Abrams, is expected to provide the 
angeling being sought by a num- 
ber of educational institutions to 
get their TV station plans off the 
ground. Because of the compara- 
tively high cost of TV _ station 
operation, applications for the edu- 
cational channels provided by the 
FCC following lifting of the freeze 
are going extremely slowly. 

In revealing plans for the fund 
at an industry luncheon at the 
Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, _ Abrams 
disclosed that his company will 
spearhead the movement by do- 
nating $100,000 initially. Money is 
to be divided into equal grants of 
$10,000 to the first 10 strictly-edu- 
cational video channels putting a 
test pattern on the air. Expressing 
the hope that top execs of TV and 
other industries would set up a co- 
operative organization to back 
educators, Abrams said Emerson 
will “welcome the opportunity of 
contributing its share to an indus- 
try fund, which should set its goal 
at $5,000,000.” 

In additional to the philanthropic 
aspect of Emerson's’ donation, 
Abrams conceded that the move is 
also dictated by business reasons. 
With more than 1,000,000 elemen- 





|tary and secondary sc i 5 
Edward R. ‘Murrow and ; condary schoolrooms 


| across the country, he pointed out, 
TV set manufacturers will find a 
| vast new market for their receivers 
| when educational video becomes 
reality. New market is also to be 


ligioso fraternities as to the wis- | before used, the show will cover | found among potential viewers who 


dom of spotlighting the shows at 
the same time that the potential 
audiences are at church. 
would prefer moving ito weekday 
segments, but this would occasion 
upped time charges, and most of 
them can’t afford that kind of a 
tab. 


Click of Bishop Fulton J. Sheen | 


|}every phase of the operation from 
| the takeoff of the supposed enemy 


| bombing or interception over the 
city. 

“See It” worked out the show in 
cooperation with the Air Force and 
|Civil Defense. After Sunday’s 
' broadcast, the AF will use the 


with his Tuesday night “Life Is| edited film for training purposes, 


Worth Living” non-commercial TV 


and other prints will be shipped 


stanza on DuMont has thrown a! to civilian defense posts in major 


fresh accent on the so-called | 


cities across the country for them 


“school of religious broadcasting.” | to use in training their local or- 


The fact that Bishop Sheen enjoys | 
an audience that makes all the 
assorted Sunday segments strictly 
smalltime is the clincher to the 
growing belief that the way to bid | 
for big audiences is not to compete 


ganizations. 

To get fullest coverage of the 
“bombing run,” CBS will have 
announcer Howard K. Smith and a 
cameraman aboard the B-29 
bomber as its flies the Atlantic and 


with the churchgoer on a Sunday | approaches the northeastern U. S. 


morning. 





for its attack on Manhattan. Mur- 
row and another cameraman will 
be aboard an F-94 Jet, which will 





WJZ RECLAIMS ABC 
SEGS FOR OWN SHOWS 


WJZ, N. Y., is reclaiming two im- 
portant segments of time which are 
sustained on the ABC web. 

Eddie Dunn will be installed in 
a cross-the-board 90-minute disk 
show, with emphasis on music and 
selling on the local level, in the 2- 
3:30 p.m. block. That by-passes 
bulk of the Tennessee Ernie hill- 
billy opus which the web is carry- 
ing. Gotham outlet, however, will 


| pick up the 3:30 half-hour of Er- 


nie, as a lead-in to the Cal Tinney 
stanza which General Mills has just 
bought. 


In the since the 


morning, 


| TV telecasts. Clyde Repp, Hamm’s 1.41.39 strip is currently un-|™anager of 


sponsored on the skein, WJZ will 
move the “Tom Reddy Show” (now 


the o-and-o station can make some 


be one of many planes sent aloft 
| to intercept the bomber as it flies 
|in over Westchester. In addition, 
| other cameramen will be stationed 
lat civil defense lookout points 
| along the coast and in radar rooms 
|in Maine, Connecticut and on Long 
Island. 

CBS-TV will do all in its power 
to prevent Sunday’s broadcast from 
being mistaken by viewers for 
the real thing, a la Orson Welles’ 
“Man from Mars” invasion some 
years back. 


Robt. Kennett to Mutual 


Robert C. Kennett, ex-general 
WICC, Bridgeport, 
| Conn., has joined Mutual's station 
| relations department. 

Kennett, former manager of 
| WONS, Hartford, and previously 











| 


| might want to tune into an educa- 
| tional channel and, he added, there 


Some | bomber from Europe to the final! will also be a new receiver mar- 


ket in thousands of cities which 
will receive their first or only TV 
broadcasts from an _ educational 


| station. 


| 


Abrams noted that in many cities 
educational channels, which won't 
have to go through the lengthy 
competitive hearings which con- 
front applicants for commercial 
channels, may be first on the air. 
He predicted that these stations 
will probably carry network shows, 
even though they would be on a 
non-commercial basis. Such sta- 
tions, he said, can be of value to 
the entire industry by helping to 
open the new ultra-high frequency 
channels. 

Abrams read congratulatory mes- 
sages on his plan received earlier 
in the day from President Truman 
and: from Commissioner Frieda B. 
Hennock, who sparked the move 
within the FCC to allocate chan- 
nels for educational purposes only. 


WNEW Shills For 
Gotham Culture 


WNEW, N. Y., has come up with 
an unusual series of musical spots, 
which preem on the indie station 
tomorrow (Thurs.), designed to 
“sell” New York City’s variegated 
attractions in all branches of the 
seven lively arts. 

The spots, all of them in the pop 








musical idiom, allow for commer- 


other brewers, who necessarily | coin py selling time locally in the| withWLW, Cincy, WHAS, Louis-|¢jaj announcements geared for 


(Continued on page 34) 


NBC-TV Dickers Sinatra 








For New Regent Show 


Deal is on for Frank Sinatra to 


wif carry all CBS coverage,| take over two 15-minute segments 


weekly on NBC-TV. Negotiations 
are on with the Riggio agency to 
pick up the tab on the two Sinatra 


shows for Regent cigarets. 


It’s not yet definite whether 
Sinatra will occupy the 7:15 p.m. 
or 7:30 slot 


on Tuesdays and | 


valuable morning period and giving 
up the network’s sustainers. 


| ville, and CBS in N. Y., will be 
|manager of the southern division. 








‘Looking Season On 


There’s a spurt in activity around the ad agencies these days in 


regard to fall TV programming. 


The boys are looking. Whether 


they'll convert the looks into buys will be determined in coming 


weeks. 


For months the sales reports around the TV networks have been 


dull, a situation keyed to economic uncertainties. 


past two weeks Madison Avenue 
Around the networks they're wa 


But during the 
tensions have definitely eased off. 
gering that, come the fall season, 


TV will be more bullish than the ’51-'52 season. 


| museums, concerts and other cul- 


| 


|tural facets, They'll be available 
for release in other cities, with 
the “open end” formula permitting 
for shilling of local culture. 

Spots were conceived by WNEW 
publicity director Bud Brandt, who 
collaborated with program director 
Bill Kalland on the lyrics, with 
Roy Ross doing the music. Promo- 
| tional payoff to the station is al- 
| ready evidenced from a flock of na- 
| tional mag commitments. 

Called the “Lively Arts Jingles,” 
| they were transcribed by the Ray 
Charles vocal group. 
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Bing & Bob's Olympic Telethon 
Doubles Goal, Exceeds $1,000,000 


Bob Hope and Bing Crosby’s 
1414-hour telethon to raise funds 
for the U. S. Olympic team was a 
resounding financial click, topping 
the $1,000,000 mark (more than 
double the $500,000 sought) as the 
mammoth benefit checked off the 
CBS-TV and NBC-TV channels at 
1:30 p.m. Sunday (EDT). ; 

It was one of the few times in 
video’s career that the two major 
networks pooled their facilities 
and resources for an entertain- 
ment-slanted show, a move in- 
spired by Crosby’s CBS identity 
and Hope’s NBC affiliation. 

It was an. occasion for some 
major TV “firsts,” including fore- 
most the long-awaited debut of 
Crosby as a video personality. He 
demonstrated (toupee and all, a la 
the pix Crosby as distinct from the 
hat-toting, sports-attired, pipe- 
smoking Bingle of the radio studio 
audience) that he’s a natural and 
“sure bet” in the transition to TV, 
adding an affirmative addenda to 
the current wholesale jockeying 
among the top bankrollers in TV 
to latch on to his services for the 
upcoming semester. 

Too, the “Bing & Bob’ Olympic 
showfest marked the initial Holly- 
wood - originating coast-to-coast 
telethon which, though character- 
ized by Hope as a “Quo Vadis with 
station breaks,” and as “a career 
rather than a show,” nonetheless 
proved conclusively that the New 
York-emanating brand of benefit 
performances, despite the “B & B” 
marquee value, has a far greater 
professional finesse. In contrast 
to the Milton Berle Cancer Fund 
round-the-clock frolics and _ the 
Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis WNBT 
local telethon (still tops in any- 
body’s marathon log), the Hope- 
Crosby Olympic Fund TV fiesta 
almost became a late-night siesta 
in the initial hours of some sorry 
routining, too many stage waits 
and dull wordage, and some inex- 
cusable shoddy production and 
camera miscues. 


Sparse Groaning 

If by 1 a.m., (two hours after the 
telethon got under way) the viewer 
was sorely tempted to call it quits 
for the night, it was because the 
hoped-for Hope-Crosby mental 
gymnastics and byplay were con- 
spicuous by their absence; the 
Groaner was still holding back on 
the vocals (except for a “Road to 
Helsinki” Olympic-slanted duet 
with Hope as the curtain-raiser), 
and when he finally got around to 
“Million Dollar Baby” as his first 
legit song contribution to TV, it 
was attended by an embarrassing 
mental void on the lyrics which 
didn’t even inspire the Groaner to 
gag his way out of the fumble. 

Further, the initial two hours, 
generally reserved for the heavy 
artillery, were short on_ sure- 
fire entertainment values, with 
Hope and Crosby generally con- 
fining their activity to a recital of 
donors, coupled with a host of 
non-show biz distractions in the 
form of spiels by American Olym- 
pic Committee chairman Avery 
Brundage, Gov. Earl Warren and 
the mayor of L. A. Among the 
early performers, Burns & Allen 
worked over some time-worn ma- 
terial; Abbott & Costello came up 
with their inevitable “Who’s On 
First?,” Liberace did some Gersh- 
win 88’ing and Dorothy Lamour 
vocalled. 

Those who stayed with it, how- 
ever, were rewarded as the show 
gained momentum and the Hope- 


Crosby dualistics hit their stride. | 


(By the Sunday afternoon finale, 
they were a TV affinity which sug- 
gested they might have been work- 
ing the video channels for years.) 

It was during the 2 to 4 a.m. 
segments that things began to 
jump at the Hollywood El! Capitan 


theatre originating point and 2 | oe for the artists, 


was no surprise that the Martin & 


Lewis entry provided the spark | 


that gave the telethon a new 
tempo. For approximately a half- 
hour Lewis took over and wowed 
’em, culminating in a studio audi- 
ence solicitation of funds. A Phil 
Harris (it was his TV debut, too) 
early-morning contrib was also 


day the talent parade came on, in- 
terspersed by some crack musician- 
ship heimed by John Scott Trotter, 
David Rose and Victor Young, 
along with an impressive array of 
the nation’s athletic prowess. 
There were frequent cut-ins to 
New York, with Ben Grauer han- 
dling the Gotham originations and 
interviews, for two-way converSsa- 
tion pieces. Rose. 





WESTINGHOUSE SUMMER THE- 
ATRE 

(There Was a Crooked Man) 

With Judith Parrish, Robert Web- 


ber, Robert Pastene,. Walter 
Koeler, Jean Pearson, Robert 
Emhardt, Pat O’Malley, Butch 


Cavell, Aileen Poe 
Producer: John Haggott 
Director: Martin Magner 
60 Mins.; Mon., 10 p.m. 
WESTINGHOUSE 
CBS-TV, from N. Y. 

(McCann-Erickson) 

Westinghouse, following the 
summer replacement pattern 
adopted iast year for its “Studio 
One” on CBS-TV, kicked off a new 
series of light-mood dramas Mon- 
day night (23) under the dog-day 
title of “Westinghouse Summer 
Theatre.” Only trouble was that 
the show, besides having a lighter 
mood than the regular season 
dramas, was also lightweight. It 
made for acceptable viewing, in-~- 
dicating the series will get by for 
the summer, but it needed the 
whodunit-flavored suspense to keep 
its audience. 


Story, adapted by Charles 
Monroe from Kelly Roos’ “There 
Was a Crooked Man,” spotted a 
cast of stock characters and stock 
situations, localled against one of 
those boarding houses filled with 
zany characters. Producer John 
Haggott and director Martin 
Magner apparently were rushed to 
introduce all the characters and 
the plot in,the first act, with the 
result that it was extremely spotty. 
Show settled down slightly after 
that but the denouement, with the 
heroine fighting off the killer in an 
elevator, was over too fast, leaving 
the plot hanging. 

In view of the episodic aspects 
of the yarn and the necessity for 
rapid cuts from one set to another, 
however, Haggott and Magner 
made out well, keeping the action 
moving rapidly. Judith Parrish 
topped the cast, registering as one 
of those flighty gals who wanted 
to help the cops solve the murder. 
Robert Webber turned in a nice 
job as her husband, and Robert 
Pastene and Jean Pearson scored 
as another couple among the 
suspects. Robert Emhardt, as the 
murder victim; Walter Koeler, as 
the culprit; Pal O’Malley, Aileen 
Poe and Butch Cavell rounded out 
the cast. 

Betty Furness was on hand again 





aaa aae 


With Ed Sullivan absent on the 
Coast for his daughter’s college 
graduation and wedding, Yul Bryn- 
ner took over as emcee Sunday 
(22) on CBS-TV’s “Toast of the 
Town” for the second segment of 
the “Richard Rodgers Story.” 
Brynner, co-star of the legiter, 
“King and I,” proved a good sub 
for Sullivan, with an easy, infor- 
mal manner, attractive personality, 
and appealing accent. 

Show lacked the full bite of the 
previous week’s segment, but was 
well above-average for a pleasing 
hour. Where the previous stanza’s 
portion dealt with Rodgers-Larry 
Hart music, this program dealt 
with the Rodgers-Oscar Hammer- 





one of the major highlights, Harris | 


demonstrating conclusively with a 
brace of socko numbers that TV 
is the metier for his distinctive 
vocalistics and comedy. Paul 


Douglas, was eloquent in a rendi- | 


tion of Lou Gehrig’s sportsmanship 
credo. 
Through the night and into Sun- 


| Stein 2d collaborations. 

a wonderful galaxy of hit songs 
|for material, and some first-rate 
the airer 
y. It moved along smooth- 
ly under co-producer Marlo Lewis’ 
expert eye, with only a few flaws 
to mar it. 

The show's highspots more than 
offset deficiencies. John Raitt de- 
livered the Soliloquy from ‘“Carou- 
sel” with a ringing baritone, ferv- 


;ent manner and overall zing that 


proved a show-stopper. It was a 
terrific bit. Anether highspot was 
Juanita Hall’s rendition of “Bali 
H’ai,” the tune she sings nightly 
in Broadway's “South Pacific.”” An- 
other honey of a song rendition 
was Cloris Leachman’s presenta- 
tion of “It Might As Well Be 
Spring.” The lass, more recenily 
on Broadway in a straight legit 
role, pleasantly surprised with a 





And with | 


CURTAIN CALL 

(The Promise) f 

With Robert Preston, Carol Bruce, 
others 

Producer: Worthington L. Miner 

Writers: Mildred Cram, Michael 


Dyne 
30 Mins.; Fri., 8 p.m. 

RCA VICTOR 
NBC-TY, from New York 

This new half-hour RCA-spon- 
sored dramatic series represents 
the initial production effort on the 
part of Worthington L. (Tony) 
Miner, since his switchover to NBC 
'from ‘his longtime CBS “Studio 
| Gne” identification. It was a none 
|too auspicious premiere. 
| As thé format for this summer 
| drama series which he calls “Cur- 
\tain Call,” Miner is taking “pro- 
| vocative half-hour dramatic inci- 
idents based on best modern and 
classical stories.” The initial ef- 
|fort was “The Promise,’’ an origi- 
|nal TV treatment by Mildred Cram 
land Michael Dyne, with Miner 
credited with the adaptation. 

The story chosen was that of a 
married couple facing a breakup 
when their personal careers get in 
the way and who meet with an au- 
tomobile acident that leads to an- 
other switch on the oft-told “Out- 
ward Bound” theme. In this par- 
ticular version, the heavenly inter- 
mediary exacts a promise from the 
pair that inevitably brings about 
their reconciliation. 

The metaphysical escape-type of 
entertainment affords but little ex- 
citement today, and certainly pro- 
vides no answers. Such theatrical 
device for straightening out per- 
sonal mixups seems too naive and 
oversimplified in today’s realistic 
approach. “Promise” was further 
handicapped in lacking any ele- 
ment of suspense. It bore too 
close a resemblance to previous TV 
excursions into the realm of the 
styx, 

If one were looking for any dis- 
tinctive or stylized Miner produc- 
tion attributes, they were conspicu- 
ously absent. Neither the cast nor 
the pace was more than mundane. 

RCA has a rousing-tempoed in- 
troductory commercial with a po- 
litical convention theme, trailer- 
izing the Chi excitement and in- 
viting an inspection of the newest 
RCA TV and radio sets for tuning 
in. Rose. 








MR. WEATHER-EYE 
With John Price 
Producer: Vernon Fladager 
Director: Jim Breslin 
5 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 6:25 p.m. 
CLEVELAND ELECTRIC 
WEWS, Cleveland 

(D’Arcy) 


daily revue of docal as well as na- 
tional weather facts is the cross- 
the-board ‘“Weather-Eye” stint by 
versatile John Price. Easy to fol- 
low, and presenting a complete 
story of what’s new in the weather, 
Price makes the five minutes pass 
without the viewer being aware of 
the wide coverage he gives. In 
this Price utilizes charts, maps, 
and blackboard statistics for a 
high-degree of visual offerings. 
he set, designed by Gerald 
Gentile, lends additional interest. 





to pitch the Westinghouse com-| Commercials, also done well by 
mercials, treating them ir ‘er| Price, are written by Vernon 
usual capable style. Stal. | Fladager. Mark 
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fine voice and distinctive personal 
song-style. 

A distinctive bit was contributed 
by Rodgers himself, who came on 
in mid-program to chat with Bryn- 
| ner, and turn his talk into a grace- 
|ful tribute to partner Hammerstein, 
“a gentle man.” Rodgers then in- 
troduced Margot Hopkins, his re- 
hearsal pianist since the “Garrick 
Gaieties” of 1925. The two then 
gave a two-piano duet of “I’m In 
Love With A Wonderful Guy.” 
Rodgers stayed on to play for Miss 
Hall’s “Bali H’ai” and returned at 
the finale in a new guise, as con- 
ductor for the whole company’s 
percerypanee in “You'll Never Walk 

one, 


Celeste Holm and Ray Middle- 
| ton were a good song duet in “Peo- 
| ple Will Say”; Martha Wright han- 
| died herself well with “Cockeyed 
| Optimist”; Raitt was good again in 
“If I Loved You,” and Miss Holm 
|Okay in “June Is Bustin’ Out.” 
| Choreography of the dance ensem- 
| bles was rather uninspired, and the 
| various dance participants for the 
| trio of “King and I” tunes didn’t 
| Show to best advantage. The Jon 
Gnagy commercial was clever, 
| while Sullivan also came in, via a 
|recording, for another good Mer- 
hoes plug. Bron. 

| 
| 








NBC-TV’s “Kraft Theatre” 


Five minutes jampacked with a} 


; anywhere 








went | 


THE BIG PAYOFF 
With Randy Merriman, Bess Myer- 
son, Lisa Ferraday, Ralph Kiner, 

Nancy Chaffee, guests; others 
Producer: Walt Framer 
Director: Paul Alter 
60 Mins,; Sun., 8 p.m. 

COLGATE 
NBC-TV, from N. Y. 
(Esty) . 

Final results on whether Colgate 
has made a wise choice in select- 
ing “Big Payoff’ as summer re- 
placement for its top-budgeted 
“Comedy Hour” on NBC-TV re- 
mains to be seen. Quizzer has won 
a place among the top 10 daytime 
shows via its cross-the-board after- 
noon airings on the same web, but 
first impression of the Sunday 
night preem (22) is that the show 
lacks sufficient impact for a fam- 
ily, rather than strictly hausfrau, 
audience and that the hour-long 
version of the package doesn’t hold 
up. Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the 
Town” on the rival CBS video 
web, which is staying on through 
the summer, can conceivably hypo 
its ratings at the expense of “Com- 
edy Hour” this summer. 


Format of the evening show re- 
mains the same as the daytimer, 
with the exception of adding a few 
guest celebs and inserting a new 
segment, a special quizzer for the 
small fry. These weren’t enough, 
however, to pad out the hour. 
What seems most wanting is more 
production. That fabulous .loot 
handed out to contestants who an- 
swer the questions correctly (on 
the Sunday night initialer, for ex- 
ample, one family won a round- 
trip to Johannesburg, a mink coat 
and a new Kaiser car) may keep 
the studio audience gasping but 
elicits mostly ho-hums from the 
home viewers. Biggest production 
on the show now revolves around 
a display of the prizes. Addition 
of a few musical numbers as a 
breather from the payoff proceed- 
ings would be a welcome touch. 

Setup has Randy Merriman as 
emcee pitching the questions to 
men, who ostensibly are seeking 
the prizes for their favored 
femmes. Correct answers to the 
first three bring dresses, luggage, 
gloves and other female accoutre- 
ments and a chance at the “big 
payoff’—the mink and a trip to 
in the world for the 
fourth question, which is a real 
poser. Guests Lisa Ferraday and 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Kiner (Nancy 
Chaffee) participated in the ques- 
tioning. 

Merriman handled his emcee 
chores in only a so-so fashion. It’s 
his responsibility to spark the 
show and display of a little more 
personality could turn the trick. 
Bess Myerson aided him. capably 
and did a neat commentary job on 
the loot (with adequate plugs, of 
course, for the manufacturers). 
Colgate is introducing some new 
plugs for its various products on 
the show, but they too don’t have 
the spark of the animated blurbs 
seen_ previously on “Comedy 
Hour.” Stal. 





COUNTY FAIR 
With Barney Grant, Mickey Evans, 

The Short Bros., Silver Saddle 

Ranch Boys 
Producer: Bert Claster 
Director: Syd King 
30 Mins.; Tues., 10:30 p.m. 
GRAYSON STORES 
WBAL-TV, Baltimore 

(Maurice Aszael) 

This is a rustic hoedown with 
Barney Grant giving out with the 
corn comedy in between interludes 
of hillbilly music by a typical quin- 
tet headed up by the Short Bros. 
Additional vocals, self-accompanied 
on the guitar, are supplied by 
Mickey Evans, femme yammerer 
who features a tricky yodel with 
her stuff. 

Grant stacks up well in his 
category, getting the most out of 
his gags and lending a hand as 
well with overlong commercials. 
This latter phase, having to do 
with trick money picked up by the 
listeners at the sponsors § and 
utilized for bidding on merchan- 
dise displayed on the show, plays 
hob with entertainment pace, but 
show manages to hold up well 
enough. Should give more time to 
talent at hand. Burm. 





I'VE GOT A SECRET 

With Garry Moore, emcee: Laura 
Z. Hobson, Louise Albritton, 
Orson Bean, Melville Cooper, 
panelists; Boris Karloff, guest, 
others 

Producer: Goodson-Todman 

Director: Frank Satenstein 

=k aa. 10:30 p.m. 

SMETICS, 

PRODUCTS mates 

CBS-TV, from N. Y. 

(Tatham-Laird) 

The quiz program fever goes on 

apace. This one is a routine try 

that doesn't jibe with the packager 


on in the best “Show must go on” | Standing of Mark Goodson & Bill 
_tradition last Wednesday night (18) | Todman. Despite the emceeship of 


/with the presentation of Hector|garrulous Garry 


Moore, already 


_Chevigny’s original drama, “Death | busy on CBS-TV with his own 


(Continued on page 37) 


(Continued on page 36) 


a 
STRAWHATTERS 

With Bob Haymes, others 
Producer-director: Frank Bunetta 
Writer: Bill Dalzell 

60 Mins.; Wed., 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

DuMont, from N. Y. 

In addition to the cross-the. 
board daytime disk jockey show 
originating from Palisades Park 
N. J., DuMont is also airing these 
two Wednesday night programs 
from the amusement centre across 
the Hudson River from Manhattan, 
Both of them are on a slightly more 
ambitious scale than the afternoon 
entry (they have access to more 
than a single camera, for example) 
but the payoff from the added ex. 
pense DuMont incurs by trucking 
its “equipment across the river 
isn’t yet apparent. “Strawhatters.” 
featuring Bob Haymes as emcee 
is slightly the better of the two 
but it also could stand some re. 
furbishing. 

“Midway,” with Don Russell as 
emcee, is just what the name 
implies. Equipped with a traveling 
hand-mike, Russell tours the Pali. 
sades Park midway, stopping off 
at the various games and conces. 
sions along the way to strike up 
audience participation games with 
strollers. On the show caught, (18) 
for example, he had a couple try 
to guess his age at the age-guessing 
booth; had two couples race in one 
of those miniature stock car rides 


MIDWAY 

With Don Russell, others 
Producer: Harry Coyle 
Director: Barry Shear 
Writer: Ed Lieberthal 

30 Mins.; Wed., 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 

DuMont, from N. Y. 








while the wife of each was feeding 
her hubby cotton candy, ete. 
Despite the apparent opportunities 
of on-the-spot televising, little of it 
was interesting. Russell himself, 
who does a number of shows each 
week for DuMont, isn’t the type 
for this. His humor and handling 
of the contestants were embarras- 
singly forced and he might do 
himself harm if he continues on 
this. 

“Strawhatters,”’ on the other 
hand, has more possibilities. Basi- 
cally an amateur show, it originates 
from inside and outside the Park's 
mammoth dancefloor. Tyro singers 
and dancers compete for prizes on 
the floor, with the judges compris- 
ing three name guests and a Park 
customer. Between acts, Haymes 
takes the lenses outside for swim- 
ming and diving contests at the 
large pool. Latter segment takes 
more advantage of the locale but, 
again on the show caught, the small 
lens used combined with insuf- 
ficient lighting to almost ruin the 
effect. Amateur talent was fair, 
but was capably judged by the 
panel including columnist Frank 
Farrell and his wife and Dr. 
Sigmund Spaeth. 

Haymes impressed as a person- 
able emcee, with a good singing 
voice and he’s destined for better 
things on TV. (He presently has a 
morning deejay show on WNEW, 
N. Y. radio indie.) He kidded with 
the guests and the ringsiders, got 
the audience to join him in some 
standard tunes and_ generally 
seemed to be having a good time, 
which was projected into the show. 

Program, incidentally, probably 
sets a new high for giveaway loot. 
It’s open to participating sponsors 
but, since DuMont hasn’t been able 
to sell any of them yet, it’s forced 
to rely on free plugs for the give- 
away prizes. Stal. 


HAPPY FELTON’S KNOTHOLE 
GANG 


With Felton, various guests 
Producer: Felton 

30 Mins.; Wed., 1 p.m. 
M-G-M, LOEW’S THEATRES 
WOR-TV, N. Y. 

Accent is on youth in “Happ 
Felton’s Knothole Gang,” a_half- 
hour kids’ show beamed on WOR- 
TV, N. Y., prior to the airing of 
the Brooklyn Dodgers’ games from 
Ebbets Field. On Wednesdays 
stanza, for example, the portly 
Felton interviewed several boys 
who are members of the Canarsie 
Amateur League. é 

Felton’s line of questioning eX 
tracts names of the lads, their ages, 
what team they play with, what 
Loew theatre they go to, among 
other things. His is a breezy, !"- 
formal approach that makes for 
both easy viewing and listening, 
Highlight of the session was a brie 
point where Dodger pitcher Clem 
Labine answered the kids ball 
problems and participated in 4 
light warmup with them. M 

Program is bankrolled by M-G-? 
and Loew’s Theatres via a on 
with the Dodgers. On the basis ° 
the show caught Felton appears t? 
be on the right track in indoctri 
nating the kids as to the recrea: 
tional values of both films an 
baseball. His sales pitch summe 
it up as: “American baseball . ai 
American entertainment, and you d 
find the best at your neighbor hve 
Loew theatre.” Gild. 
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ABC'S BIG CH 


Lawyers Oppose Quick Decision 


Washington, April 24. 
, of ABC and United Paramount Theatres for a quick 
decision on their proposed merger was st rongly opposed yesterday 
(Mon by FCC counsel Frederick Ford and Max Paglin, represent- 
ing thé Commission broadcast bureau in the current Par anti- 
trust hearings before examiner Leo Resnick. Opposition to the 
é was previously filed by Allen ‘B. Du Mont labs, a party to 
the package hearings because of an FCC holding that the company 
. controlled by Paramount Pictures. C€ BS, whose $6,000,000 deal 
: WBKB (TV) in Chicago is contingent on approval of 
Paramount did not file 


Petitior 


moy 


to acquire 
the me! er, 
comments : ; ; 

Ford and Paglin advised the Commission that ABC-UPT’s argu- 
ment that it must have an early decision in order to plan, for a 
fall network operation doesn't add up. Even if the petition were 
granted, they declared, a final ruling on the merger could not be 
made before next year. Agency lawyers estimated hearings still 
have three weeks to go, that that record will be closed on about 
July 15, that at least three months will be required for filing pro- 
posed findings, and another two to three months for examiner to 
issue his initial decision. This initial decision, they said, cannot be 
expected before Jan. 15 at earliest and thus a severance of merger 
testimony from other issues in hearings “would save very little 
time.” 


——— 


Congressional Radio Room Beehive 


As Solons Up AM-TV Activity 


By FLORENCE S, LOWE 


Washington, June 24. 

Increasing impact of radio and 
TV on politics is being reflected in 
stepped up activity in the Congres- 
sional Radio Room, according ta 
Robert and Helen Coar, who oper- 
ate this unique service to members 
of Congress. 

More and more the nation’s leg- 
islators, including many former 
skeptics, are beating a track to the 
studio tucked away on the top floor 
of the Old House Office Bldg. to 
tape shows and make disks carry- 
ing messages to the folks back 
home. Total number of regular 
weekly customers now reaches an 
impressive 110 in the House of 
Representatives and 32, or one- 
third, in the Senate. This does not 
include the many others, virtually 
every member of Congress, who 
make occasional requests for serv- 
ice 

Interesting 


has supported ABC-UPT. 














Tito’s Triumph 

Rocco Tito, who co-ordinates 
the “Game of the Day” for” 
Mutual, has a hobby of keep- 
ing his own running account 
of the games. as they’re aired. 

Last Friday (20) his system 
paid off when the Armed 
Forces Radio Services, which 
tapes the ballcasts for relaying 
to GIs over seas, discovered 
that the last two innings were 
snafued on tape. Before the 
tape broke, the Pirates were 
leading the Dodgers, 4-1, and 
the servi¢emen would not have 
been able to get the details of 
the Dodger homerun which 
won the game, 5-4, in the last 
inning. However, with Tito’s 
notes, AFRS was able to re- 
construct the dramatic windup. 


Brorby on Spot: 
‘Oops, So Sorry, 
On Biz Appraisal 


Melvin Brorby, topper of Need- 














sidelights on the 
awareness of lawmakers of the 
power of the new medium is the 
fact that the Coars are currently 
being delayed by requests for TV 
material, even though their video 
facilities will not be complete un- 
til after the first of next year. 

The TV score in the little studio 
has risen to the point where there 
are now three Senators regularly 
making film reports, with Bob Coar 
acting as cameraman, editor, cut- 
ter, et al. 


| ham, Louis & Brorby Agency, has, 


Sens. Blair Moody and | 


Homer Ferguson, Democrat and 


amended a speech he made a cou- 
ple of months back which indicated 
that national spot radio cost-per- 











(Continued on page 39) 





thousand had increased more than 
the cost of any ad medium from 


Chi 7 11941 to 1952. 

i Council Okays 2" ou on 
* 

AM-TV at Hearing 


|radio costs in a speech he made 

‘last April before the American 

Assn. of Advertising Agencies. 

| However, in a speech he made this 

Chi | month in Chicago he expanded the 

Chi City Connell Means figures to show that spot radio 

to pressure from radio-TV mom 8 |hadn’t had the enormous increase 
nd S 
and will henceforth weleome radio | 
and video mikes, recorders and | 
fameras into all future open anti- 

trime hearings, 


in cost-per-thousand. 

reoriginally, only the newspaper 
8 a ae were allowed in the “Lit- 
i efauver hearings; this deci- 
naa Was reversed after strong pres- 
: ® ‘rom the radio-TV group, 
aa by CBS’s Chuck Wiley 
ead “a s Bill Ray, which included 
oat : cnarges that exclusion of the 
tleity given by the two media 





so expensive is that the 
study used the one-minute night- 
time rate only for its analysis of 
spot radio. If 15-minute periods 
were used 
minute plugs, or if a combination 
of both had been used, “the rate of 
increase would have been less.” 
Brorby said in his second talk. 
Spot radio also shows up better 
if daytime data is included (and 








i ) 
an. forestall a complete probe (Continued on page 37 
politic in Ca between crime and 
meee On ‘hi. ‘ ; 
Ps Council hearing is set for Ike S Other Mike 
in +, midway between Repub- Cosstenatt tune 2. 


and Democratic confabs, SO | 


the localit ‘ Gen. Eisehhower’s talk Monday 
the Spotliene won't have to share | (23) night carried by CBS-TV was 


it with those bigger at-| telecast here by WCPO-TV, which 
tlowever di ‘ | is linked with ABC-TV. CBS atf- 
banned wi radio and TV will be filiate, WKRC-TV, reported that 
Questioned or the witnesses are| previous commitments kept it from 
egal exne tarting Aug. 19. City’s | carrying the program and consent- 
could ohiees 4 maintain witness | ed to the pickup request of Mort 
mike and : to the probing of the Watters, chief of WCPO stations. 
grounds camera on constitutional; WKRC stations are Taft family 
‘ holdings. 


tract ons. 





The reason why spot radio looked 
NL&B- 


instead of the one-| 





INDUSTRY FOR 
K MERGER 


A major topic of trade conversa- 
tion these days: concerns ‘the plight | 














) re | 
— 


of tt debt-ridden ABC network 
and how much longer it can remain 
| afloat in the face of the protracted 
FCC hearings on the network's 
projected merger with United Par- 
amount Theatres. 


Accompanying the mounting ap- 
prehensions is a swelling sympathy | 
jin most broadcasting industry seg- | 
|} ments and a growing ABC “cheer- | 

ing section,” rooting for speedy | 
FCC action in effecting the merger | 
which will pour fresh coin into 
the web’s depleted treasury and 
} pump new life into TV. 

| ABC makes no bones over 
| present-day crucial status. It has | 
'an indebtedness to the tune of | 
$11,000,000. Because of the uncer- | 
tainties attending ABC's future, | 
since there are no _ assurances 


forthcoming that the merger vt 


its | 





| 


get the Governmental agency's 
blessing, the network has only re- 
cently lost out on $10,000,000 in | 
new TV business. 


Cancellations have been coming | 
in at a rapid clip, with the widely- 
kudosed “Celanese Theatre” only 
last week following the Frigidaire- 
| sponsored Pulitzer drama series in 
| taking the exit route. The commer- 

cial TV segments have been dwin- 

| dling. Without impressive program- 
| ming rosters, station clearances are | 
| becoming more and more difficult. 
| ABC prexy Robert E. Kintner 
{had his day before the FCC—and 
he told all. In desperation he ap- | 
pealed to the FCC last week to| 
| divorce ABC-UPT merger from the 
| overall “package” hearings, which | 
have been going on since last Janu- 
bi and which, if continued, would 
| 





| 
| 
| 


| 


stall the wedding indefinitely. 


Industry Backing Heartening 


ABC wants to get rolling by fall. | 
| So does UPT, which is standing by 
}ready to wipe out the $11,000,000 
| debt and pour some $35,000,000 | 
into revitalizing the network. It’s | 

heartening to the ABC-UPT of- 
ficialdom that the general tenor of 
trade reaction is to “get ABC off | 
the FCC hook—let them get roll- | 
| ing.” 

| ABC knows 
money, new 

' $20,000,000 in plant 
giving it some of the industry’s 
most enviable physical facilities, 
it can wrap up Station clearances, 
‘remove the agency-client reluc- | 
tance to do business with the net- 
work and make an impressive bid 
for bigtime recognition on a CBS- 
NBC level. 

ABC recalls the days in radio, 
not too far distant, when it was 
running neck and neck with CBS} 
for second-place programming lau- | 
rels, in the immediate post-war era | 
when it was enjoying the multiple 
Bingsday attractions of Crosby, | 
Groucho Marx, etc., along with 
Theatre Guild of the Air. With 
the UPT coin and collaboration of | 
administrative-showmanship know- | 
know, ABC is convinced it can do 
a repeat performance for TV. 

But it’s all predicated on a time- | 
table, and how soon the FCC acts 
will have a great bearing on ABC’s | 
future sphere, if any, in the scheme | 
of TV things. 


that with new 
programs and _its| 
investment, | 





BRISTOL-MYERS AXES 
MIR. D. A? ON TV, T00. 


Bristol-Myers has given “Mr. Dis- 
| trict Attorney” the TV axe, via} 
Young & Rubicam, following its 
| sonnel AM cancellation. Last show 
on ABC-TV backed by B-M was| 
prt n (23). Airer had been on 
every Monday at 8 p. m., with the 
'drug outfit picking up the tab al- 
ternate weeks. 

Radio edition, which had been 
on ABC Fridays at 9:30-9:55 p.m., 
went off June 13. When he heard! 
that the airer, one of the oldest 
whodunits, 
er-director Ed Byron quipped, “We 
just didn’t get renewed for the 
‘second 13—that is, the second 13 
| years, not weeks.” 
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My, My! 
Detroit, June 24 

Want to know how to win a 
Packard and a week's stay in 
the Presidential suite at the 
Detroit Statler Hotel? 

You knuckle onto a contest 
such as one sponsored in De- 
troit by the United Detroit 
Radio Committee. Contestants 
were asked to finish the sen- 
tence “I like radio because 

All you gotta do is add “it 
is my newspaper, my music, 
my clock,. my weather fore- 
caster, 


my laughs, my cookbook, my 
friendly companion.” 
That's the entry among 


126,423 which hit the jackpot 
in Detroit. 








i will 


| with a deadline of July 1. 


TVA, AFRA Plan 
July 18 Tie, Brush 


4A’s Opposition 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Despite opposition in the Asso- 
ciated Actors & Artistes of Ameri- 
ca on the upcoming TVA-AFRA 
merger, final steps are being taken 
by Television Authority and Amer- 
ican Federation of Radio Artists to 
effect a merger by July 18 through 
an election of members from both 
unions to a combined board which 
preside over American Fed- 
eration of Television and Radio 
Artists. 

TVA National Board adopted a 
resolution authorizing a computa- 
tion of membership, following 
which notice will be sent members 
advising them. of elections planned 
to select delegates to AFTRA 
board and convention. TVA and 
AFRA board members will serve | 
on the combined AFTRA board. 

Nominations will be by petitions, 
July 18 
is deadline for voting. 

American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists, which at its national conven- 
tion voted to join such a merger, | 
holds balance of power in the 
4A’'s and is expected to attempt to 
stop an AFTRA merger. 


| 
i 





RWG Riled at Reorg Parley, Studies 
Vamping ALA—But Not for Months 


Fight is brewing within the 
\uthors League of America, on the 
heels of the June 13-15 reorgani- 
ition conference, with the mem- 
bership of the eastern region of 
the Radio Writers Guild having 
voted last week to set up a commit- 


tee to explore the possibility of 
severing its ties with the ALA. 
| Membership of the RWG’s Coast 


| region meets tomorrow (Thurs.) to 
j|hear a report on the conference 
| and may take similar action. Coast 
;}exec board met last night (Tues.) 
|and western RWG sentiment is re- 
|; ported “angry at the brush RWG 


| got at ALA huddles.” 
my theatre, my sports, | 


It’s not expected that RWG will 
powder the ALA, if it does, for 
| several months. The eastern com- 
;} mittee, which is chairmanned by 
Sheldon Stark, will probably take 
|a long time to study the complex 
| legal questions involved, as well as 
the feasibility or desirability of 
severing the guild from its parent 
body. However, setting up of the 
committee dramatizes the radio 
scripters’ dissatisfaction with the 
recent confab, which during the 
three-day span reportedly devoted 
less than two hours to the question 
of television. 

Special committee’s report most 
likely won't be ready until the fall, 
and by then a TV contract with the 
| networks may have been wrapped 
; up by ALA’s National Television 
| Committee, or other developments 
|may have changed the RWG aatti- 
tude 

At the RWG meeting it was said 
that the radio writers will move 
Slowly, and only after long de- 
liberation, because they ‘don’t 
want to do anything that will dis- 
rupt the course of the negotiations 
with the networks,” and that they 
are not making TV _ jurisdiction 
claims. There are also legal com- 
plexities, since RWG members are 
actually members of the league as- 
signed to the guild by the league. 
Thus it may not be possible for a 
guild to withdraw, but only for in- 
dividual members to withdraw, 
should RWG eventually decide on 
moving toward a split. 

Last year there was the threat of 

(Continued on page 39) 


NCAA Getting Bids 
On 52 TY Grid 


National Athletic 








Collegiate 














| Assn.’s television committee kicked 
| off a series of huddles in New York 






| main, “Kukla, Fran & Ollie.” 


WNBC PLANS ‘KUKLA’ 
LOCAL RADIO SPREAD 


Spotlighting further the way lo- 
cal network flagship stations are 
moving in on the webs’ talent do- 
long 
an established show on NBC-TV, 
may soon have its own radio show 
via WNBC, key station of the NBC 
radio web in N. Y. 

Station manager-veepee Ted 
Cott revealed this week that he’s 
been huddling with “KF&O” pro- 
ducer Beulah Zachary on plans for 
such- an AM spread. It has not 


| been decided yet whether the Ku- 


klapolitans will do a_cross-the- 
board quarter-hour show, or a half- 
hour once weekly. If the show goes 
well on WNBC, it’s believed that 
NBC may pick it up for other 0.&0. 
operations. 


‘Bob & Ray’ to Fill 
‘1 Man’s 6-Wk. Hiatus 


Alka-Seltzer has set “Bob (‘(El- 
liott) and Ray (Goulding)” as sum- 





|mer replacement for its Saturday 


night “One Man’s Family” on NBC- 
TV. Comedy pair, in their first 
haif-hour video network spread, 
take over the Saturday 7:30 to 8 


was dropped, produc-| Slot for six weeks, starting July 5._ 


Show's package includes Cloris 


eachman, Alvy West and his orch | 
Coby Ruskin will } 


and Bob Denton. 


| direct. 


yesterday (Tues.) with networks 
and advertisers interested jn gain- 
ing rights to the NCAA sthedule 
of college football games this fall. 
Rights will probably go to the high- 
est bidder, with a price of $3,000,- 
000 anticipated for rights and an- 
other $1,000,000 for time, an- 
nouncer’s fees, commercials, etc. 
NCAA has set its scale on the 
rights at two-and-a-half times the 


‘nets’ Class A hourly rate, and it’s 


on that base where the bidding is 
expected to start. Once the win- 
ning bidder is designated, it will 
then be up to him to set up indi- 
vidual deals with the colleges 
which are to be included in the 
deal. As a result, the final sched- 
ule of games to be televised prob- 
ably won't be set for a number of 
weeks. 

While the total package price 
of some $4,000,000 is expected to 
| scare off a number of interested 
advertisers, network sports chiefs 
believe that a single bankroller for 
the deal, a la Westinghouse, which 
sponsored the games on the NBC 
video web last year, is still the best 
bet. NCAA regulations, they point 
out, set up too many problems for 
a participating sponsorship arrange- 
ment, such as which sponsor would 
bear the cost of underwriting the- 
game of a small college if it were 
, televised. 

In view of the heavy asking price, 
however, it’s still expected that the 
NCAA package will be won by one 
of the nets, which will then set out 
,to wrap up a sponsorship deal. 
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TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES 
With Ralph Edwards; Lizabe 1 
Scott, Aldo Ray, guests; others; 

Ken Carpenter, announcer 
Preducer: Edwarts 

r: y 5 
eiioe Edwards, Paul Edwards 
30 Mins.; Tues., 9:30 p.m. 

PET MILK 
NBC, from Hollywood 
(Gardner ) 2 

“Truth or Consequences, off the 
air the last year while producer- 
star Ralph Edwards launched a 
video version of the show on NBC- 
TV, returned to the NBC radio web 
jast Tuesday night (17) with the 
same zany stunts, audience partici- 
pation gags, etc., which have held 
it near the top of the rating lists 
for the last dozen years. Show is | 
in as replacement for Pet Milk’s | 
“Fibber & Molly” and, with the| 
added audience which Edwards has 
built for himself via TV, should | 
pay off okay for the sponsor. | 

it’s strictly one for the audience 

articipation fans, but they'll get a 

ick out of it.. On the new series 
initialer last Tuesday night (17), via 
transcription from Hollywood, Ed- 
wards had actress Lizabeth Scott 
replace an older woman to whom a 
blindfolded GI was making love, 
and had actor Aldo Ray turn up as 
a surprise date for a young high- 
school girl who wanted to go to her 
junior prom. Both the film players 
accredited themselves handsomely 
and, naturally, received hefty plugs 
for their latest pictures. 

Edwards, as ebullient as ever, 
added a new twist to the show via 
his “surprise consequences,” in 
which he unveiled long-lost arti- 
cles to contestants. On the preem, 
for example, he came up with an 
address book lost by the contestant 
22 years earlier. And, for his usu- 
al piece de, he arranged for a gro- 
cery clerk in Buffalo to start the 
long trek via delivery truck to Cali- 
fornia to deliver a can of the spon- 
sor’s product to a contestant who 
had phoned him for it cross-coun- 
try. Show is to tune in on the gro- 
cer’s progress each week until he 
reaches the Coast. 

Besides the steady plugging for 
Pet Milk in the latter stunt, Ed- 
wards and Ken Carpenter also did 
a standout selling job during the 
time usually allocated to com- 
mercials. Stal. 





SUMMER CRUISE 
With Johnny Andrews, Marilyn 

Ross, Ralph Norman orch. others 
Producer: Bill Berns 
Director: George Wiest 
30 Mins.; Fri., 9:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 
ABC, from N. Y. 

This is a tough show to figure. 
In as replacement for the cancel- 
led-out Bristol-Myers’ “Mr. Dis- 
trict Attorney” on ABC, it carries 
encugh free plugs for the various 
steamship lines so that it should 
logically be bankrollied by what- 
ever association the cruise lines 
have—and yet it’s a sustainer. But, 
from a listener’s standpoint, it ac- 
complishes its purpose of being 
pleasantly light summer radio and, 
preceding directly the Friday night 
fights, it should corral a sizeable 
group of listeners. 

Format has singers Johnny An- 
drews and Marilyn Ross, plus the 
Ralph Norman orch, interspersing 
some songs among interviews with 
execs of the cruise lines and sea- 
soned and tyro travelers. Entire 
pitch seems to be concentrated on 
making the audience’s collective | 
mouth water for such vacation | 
trips, and that mission is accom- 
plished in spades. Show thus as- 
sumes the guise of a radio travel 
poster and, while no prices are 
quoted, it should give 
some usable ideas on where to go 
for their vacations. 

Andrews does most of the em- 
cee work and, on the initialer last | 
Friday night (20), made out okay 
both in his interviewing and in his 
songs. He displayed a nice set of 
crooning pipes in giving a_ solid 
£oing-over to several standards and 
new tunes. Miss Ross, doing such 
tunes as “Hallelujah” and a Latin 
“Pancho” number, sounded like a 
younger Ethel Merman, which was 
okay. Ralph Norman orch backed 
their singing capably and did well 
with its single instrumental num- 
ber. Stal. 








listeners | 





|removed the 
Capp said, with nerv-| 


TIME CAPSULE : 


th | With Arthur Van Horn, narrator 


Producer: Bill Berns 

30 Mins.; Sun., 7:30 p,m, 
Sustaining 

ABC, from N. Y. 

This is a new twist in documen- 
tary shows. “Time Capsule” 
has been designed for rebroadcast 
on tape in 2052 to give posterity 
a glimpse into 1952 culture pat- 
terns. In effect, it also gives con- 


temporary dialers a chance to view | 


their own civilization in an histori- 
cal perspective. 

On the teeoff stanza (22), 
toonist Al Capp opened the show 
with a dour commentary on pres- 
ent-day humor which virtually 
underpinnings for 


car- 


this series. 
ous laughter, that it shows gross 


underconfidence in our military 
leaders and equipment .to believe 
that there will be anyone around 
in 2052. Striking the most serious 
note on the show, the comic strip 
artist stated that humor is now at 
a low ebb because people are 
frightened to kid anyone but them- 
selves. 


This series, however, is eschew- 
ing political or philosophical spec- 
ulation in favor of the lighter side. 
Joe Laurie, Jr., co-author of 
“Show Biz,” gave a rundown on 
the crisis in the entertainment 
world, declaring that show busi- 
ness needed new talent to give it 
a shot in the arm. Laurie’s com- 
ments segued into a disk record- 
ing of Judy Garland warbling 
“Over The Rainbow.” Discussing 
another facet of show biz, com- 
poser-arranger Gordon Jenkins as- 
serted that the music business was 
at its lowest talent ebb in 30 years. 
This introed a number: by Louis 
Armstrong, who, according to 
Jenkins, is among the few artists 
now around who will be remem- 
bered 100 years from now. 


Willy Ley, a rocket expert and 
science fiction writer, predicted 
that space travel would be a com- 
monplace by the next century. 
Also captured on the “time cap- 
sule” tape was the voice of John- 
nie Ray and several definitions of 
words, such as hypo, bumper and 
comic strip, for the clarification of 
future listeners. 

Arthur Van Horn handled the 
narration in effectively restrained 
style. Herm. 





‘Camel News Caravan’ 
Goes A-Touring; First 
Coast, Then Chi Powwows 


With NBC-TV’s “Camel News 
Caravan” moving its point of ori- 
gin from N. Y. to the Coast next 


week to sparkplug the show’s ini- 
tial coast-to-coasting, Kendall Fos- 
ter, radio-TV veepee for the Esty 
agency, and Clarence Thoman, 
Esty’s production chief, left for 
Hollywood last night (Tues.). Com- 
mentator John Cameron Swayze 
and others of the production crew 
yon slated to fly out over the week- 
end. 


On Monday (30), Tuesday and 
Wednesday next week, the show 
will originate from NBC’s KNBH, 
Hollywood,. On Thursday and Fri- 
day it will move to KRON-TV, the 
web’s San Francisco affiliate. Show 
then goes to Chicago the following 


| week, where it will originate dur- 
'ing the rest of July to tie in di-| 


rectly with the Republican and 
Democratic national conventions. 
On the Coast, the show will be 
carried nightly on a “hot kine” 
basis, to compensate for the three- 
a time lag between N. Y. and 
inates there next week, at 4:45 
p.m. California time, it will not be 
aired directly but kinescoped for 
playback at 7:45 p.m. Coast time. 
This will also give NBC the op- 
portunity to cut in any local news 
of sufficient importance at the last 
minute. While no nightly pickups 
from L.A. are planned once the 


| show returns to N. Y., it’s expected 


Gnagy’s Weather Spots 


Pointing up viewer demand for 
the five-minute weather spots | 
being aired daily by television out- 
Jets, a new thrice-weekly series of 
such shows has been bought by | 
Marlboro cigarets for airing on 
WNBT, NBC-TV’s N. Y. flagship. 
Spotlighting artist Jon Gnagy, the 


shows will be aired Mondays, Wed-} minute musicale starting July 7 on| Me¢Neill last 


that cut-ins will be made whenever 
news of national interest occurs 


there. 


Skitch Switch to TV 


Skitch Henderson, who has been 
confining his broadcast activities to 





radio en], the last few months, re- | 


turns io television via a new 15- 


ri 


Thus, while the show orig- | 


JUNGLE IN RETREAT 
With Gene Kelly, narrator; Ritchie 
Calder, Herbert Steinhouse, Eric 
Schwab, others; music, Matyas 
Seiber 
Writer: Francis Dillon 
Producers: Laurence Gilliam, Ger- 
ald Kean 
30 Mins.; Sun., 1:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from New York 
“Jungle in Retreat,” a half-hour 
documentary aired by NBC Sun- 
day afternoon (22), is the first of 
a transcribed series of three pro- 
| grams based on the findings of a 
| United Nations investigating team 
\in southeast Asia. In a 100-day 
|period the expedition covered about 
| 25,000 miles in the interest of the 
|World Health Organization and 
| other UN agencies. 
| Initial show was a commendable 





| broadcast for it helped inform the 
| American public of some of the 
UN’s lesser known activities. But 
“Retreat” could have been more ef- 
fective had not the dialog and nar- 
rative been constantly interrupted 
with a hodge-podge of sound ef- 


fects. These included bird and 
animal noises, airplane motors, 
etc. 

While the background sounds 


were inserted in the interests of 
realism, they tended to detract in- 
stead of complement the program. 
Oherwise dialers got a fine brief- 
ing on how the UN’s war against 
disease is paying off in better health 
through sections of Thailand, Pa- 
kistan, India and other countries. 
Gene Kelly’s handling of the 
narration was a competent job. 
Three-man investigating team of 
Ritchie Calder, Herbert Steinhouse 
and Eric Schwab impressed in their 
respective chores. Program was 
produced in the London studios of 
the BBC for international distribu- 
tion by UNESCO and United Na- 
tions Radio. Gilb. 


TIME FOR A SONG 

With Jo Stafford, Andrews Sisters 
30 Mins.; Sun., 10 p.m. 

Radio Luxembourg (transcribed) 


Lively Andrews Sisters were 
guests on stanza caught of this 
regular weekly series, aired every 
Sunday at 10 to English-speaking 
listeners in Europe. Jo Stafford, 


who does the femceeing, inter- 
viewed the sisters about their ca- 
reers, home life, latest songs, etc., 
then introduced a spirited waxing 
of the trio in “Why Worry.” Gals 
followed with “That Ever Lovin’ 
Rag.” It added up to good, brisk 
radio stuff. 

Miss Stafford boosted her own 
late recordings, pl@ying ‘Heaven 
Drops Her Curtain” and “Spring 
Is Here” from her own Columbia 
album. She also featured Bing 
Crosby singing “Copacabana,” her- 
self and Gordon MacRae dueting 
“Girls Were Made to Take Care of 
Boys,” and, for her British disk of 
the week, the late Steve Conway 
singing “Bless This House.” 

Stanza is neatly produced. “Time 
for a Song” has a top listening 
figure on this station. Gord. 





BURL IVES SINGS 

With Tony Mottola Group 

15 Mins.; 9:45 p.m. 

EMPIRE POOLS 

Radio Luxembourg (transcribed) 


minute filler of folk-singing, with 
Burl Ives singing and emceeing. 
Singer’s easy, natural style comes 
over’well, and he intersperses num- 
bers with interesting little stories 
|about various tunes. 

| Program repertoire is varied. On 


show caught, he opened with “On 
|Top of Old Smokey.” Singer took 
|the old English song, “Billy Boy,” 
}and showed how it would sound in 


Irish, then in American accent. At- 





tractive, lilting U.S. speech of Ives | 


'adds _a fascination to  English- 
speaking European listeners. 
Gord. 
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| Peter Donald is proving a capable 
substitute for the vacationing Don 
|MeNeill on “The Breakfast Club” 
| via ABC from Chicago. The dialect 
| Story-teller skillfully mixed jokes, 
| quips and kidding with interviews, 
|recitation of poetry and advertis- 
| Ing messages on broadcast caught. 
He also was properly devout in 
spotlighting the “moment of silent 
prayer.’’ Donald, who pinchhit for 
summer, paced the 


nesdays and Fridays at 11:15 p.m.| WNBT, the NBC video web’s N. Y,| 20Ur nicely, ending it on a note of 


Mennen, meanwhile, replaced | 
Van Heusen as sponsor of the | 
Monday and Thursday segments of | 
WNBT’s news-sports-weather show, 


aired cross-the-board from 6:45 to | 88 ing and backing various guest | 


7 p.m. / 


flagship. Show is to be aired cross- 


the-board from 6:15 to 6:30 p. m., | 


replacing “See For Yourself.” 
Format will have Henderdon 


singers. 


laughter He teamed surely with 
Sam Cowling, Johnny Desmond 
and the other regulars. Betty Nor- 
man sounded slightly harsh on one 
number, but the Beaver Valley 
Sweethearts were melodious with 
‘their tune, Jaco. 


Weekly stanza is a pleasant 15- | 


$$ 
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Tom Slater, AM-TV exec at Ruthrauff & Ryan, is getting behing the 
mike for the first time in several years, pinchhitting for vacationing 
brother Bill Slater on WOR’s “Luncheon at Sardi’s” for three Weeks 
....George Gallup’s transcribed pre-election series has added eight 
new outlets, raising the total to 130....George Foley, who syndicates 


\the Gallup show, lectures the U. of Connecticut’s annual writers’Aegn. 
ference today (Wed.)....Jack Gould, N. Y. Times radio ed, guest; on 
Alma Dettinger’s WQXR stanza Monday (30)....Cyril von Baumann 
radio and TV show package producer, filed voluntary petition of bank. 
'ruptcy in N. Y. Federal Court last week listing liabilities of $7493 and 
| assets of $201. He formerly did business as von Baumann Studios. 

| John Bosman, news director of WINS, turned poet, scripting verse< 
'on the Fresh Air Fund for the N. Y. Herald Tribune... .ABC’s Pauline 
Frederick and Martin Agronsky participating in the U. of Virginia’s 
weeklong public affairs program at Charlottesville, starting Tuesday 
(26)... .Lin Cook added to “Young Dr. Malone” and on “Eternal Light” 
Sunday (29)....Joan Levy weds Vie Cowan, programmer for WINs’ 
Jack Lacy, at Bayside, L. I., Sunday (29)....Morris Novik leads 
roundtable on “Radio and Politics” at Pennsylvania State College's 
forum on labor tomorrow (Thurs.). Sylvia Davies, who worked with 
Novik when he was WNYC topper, has rejoined the radio consultant 
now ensconsed in new offices at 1440 Broadway....Jimmy Rich jis in 
Chi to launch Arlene James as guest soloist for the week on Don 
MeNeill’s ABC “Breakfast Club”....CBS Radio sales veepee John 
Karol hitting the road this week with introductory spiels for the web's 
up-with-radio film, “More Than Meets the Eye.” He was in Chicago 
yesterday (Tues.), goes to St. Louis today and to Minneapolis tomorrow 
....Writer Alfie Bester and actress-wife Rollie back from a three. 
month European trek....Leo Fitzpatrick, owner of WGR, Buffalo, in 
from Europe yesterday (Tues.) on the Queen Mary... .Patsy Campbell 
featured on “City Hospital” and “Archie Andrews” Saturday (28).... 
Somer Alberg (who played in “The Shrike” on Broadway) added to the 
cast of “Perry Mason.” 

Leo Durocher and Laraine Day’s transcribed series bows today (Wed) 
on WNJR; it’s slated for airings Wednesday and Friday at 6 p.m..... 
General Mills new strip on ABC at 12:30 p.m. will be the “Bill Ring 
Show” with Sally Briggs as thrush....Harry W. Chesley, Jr., formerly 
with Pepsi-Cola, elected a veepee by Philip Morris, co-oordinating ad- 
vertising, selling and merchandising....Marty Glickman heads for Ev- 
rope for five weeks July 1, with Kal Ross subbing on WMGM's “Today's 
Baseball” for that period....Al Helfer and Gene Kelly will do the 
play-by-play for the All-Star Baseball Game on Mutual July 8, with 
Mel Allen and Jack Brickhouse handling the assignment on tele over 
| NGC-TV and vidstations of Mutual stockholders. ...Rheingold beer has 
bought Frederic W. Ziv’s transcribed “Guy Lombardo Show” for a cross- 
the-board airing at 7-7:30 p.m. on WNBC, 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Vigil Pinkley, publisher of: the tabloid Mirror, becomes a paid news- 
caster on KFI. Prudential insurance bought him for five-a-week.... 
Charlie Herbert, who last produced the Mario Lanza show, takes over 
the reins of Club 15 next season. Ace Ochs checks out to get a few 
TV ideas off his mind and onto a ribbon of film. ...Town was overrun 
last week with McCann-Erickson vice prexies. Reading from left to 
right, Neil Reagan, Mrs. Dorothy McCann, Hank Booraem and Tom Lane 
.... Julie Bennett moved her thespic base here from N. Y. and quick 
like was set for “Dangerous Assignment”... .Reeves Espy won his v.p. 
stripes at D’Arcy agency....Mortimer Hall, son of Owner Dorothy 
Schiff, was named prez of KMTR Radio Corp., which controls KLAC and 
KLAC-TV. Don Fedderson continues as veepee and general manager 
of the two stations....Radio News Club passing out awards (still un- 
named) in 11 categories. 


IN CHICAGO... 


J. Walter Thompson tossed a farewell party for exiting radio-TV 
chief Hal Rorke. No replacement named as yet....WBBM’s news di- 
rector Julian Bentley vacationing in Wisconsin. ...Virg Reiter, Mutual 
account exec dittoing....Arlene James chirping on the Breakfast Club 
this week....N. Y. ABC brass in town last week included Robert Kint- 
ner, Lee Jahncke, Tom Velotta, Ed Friendly, Ollie Treyz, John Madi- 
gan and Paul White ... Ralph Edwards in town for two broadcasts ... 
+WBBM’s midnight disk jock Bill Wells picked up Irv Benjamin's retaur- 
ant as a quarter-hour sponsor....Pat Fontecchio, former radio singer, host- 
ed pals with whale steak at his Pub & Prow last week... .George Herro, 
Mutual publicity director, visiting in N.Y.....Zippy Starch picked up 
the tab for “Shopping With the O’Rileys” three days a week on WBBM 
.... Sunday Smith disk jockeying from the Preview Lounge on WGN 
| .Ex-baseballer Freddy Lindstrom guested on “Junior Junction”... 
NBC's Judith Waller and Don Feddersen co-directing Northwestem 
|U’s NBC radio-TV summer institute. ...Art Mercier, WBBM'’s chief an- 
|nouncer, returned from his Michigan fishing trip with the story of 250 
| fish caught in one week... .Earl Nightingale and family vacationing in 
| Arizona....WBBM’s Hal Stark and new frau spending two weeks 12 
| the east and south... .Singer Shelby Davis set for “America’s Music 
on WMAQ....Les Biederman, prez of the Paul Bunyan network, made 
| honorary alumnus of U. of Michigan....Lee Weimer exited Frank 
Hogan's office to join Al Sweetow’s production firm. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


Jim Connolly, ABC veep in charge of local operations, motored east 
(18) to pick up his family. They’ll return in mid-July to berth in new 
home at Menlo Park....Rusty Draper planes N’Yorkward July 7 
| wax eight sides for Mercury....Maestros Jack Fina and Del Courtney 
covering on KYA for vacationing Don Pitts... KNBC’s Bob Letts 
(commentator) and John Thompson (news director) assigned to Chica£® 
to aid convention coverage....Hey! That was Jane Todd of KCBS w"? 
; won the “Wendy Warren” national woman’s commentator contes! Jane 
Lee is femme talker for KNBC... Brutus Hamilton, UC athletic @: 
|rector, to receive annual CBS (Pacific network) sports award, June = 
| .... Bill Weaver accounted for 342 blood donators on his sixth KCBS 
‘armed forces blood bank day. 
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Al Capp’s WNBT Show 


: 11 ctar in 
Cartoonist Al Capp will stat 
a new type of “persona! 
television show starting ‘ate 





WFAA’s 30th Anni 
Dallas, June 24. 


The 30th birthday celebration of | 
WFAA opened on Monday (23) and | 





next 





will continue threugh Sunday, Fe INBT. key station © 
June 29. It’s expected that a ange IN ng in N. Y. De 


(than 50,000 people will visit the | \iceq by program manager Dick 


| outlet during the open house cele- | pac Capp will discuss various 
raven. ‘aspects of the modern scene " 

There are continuous perform- a slant on humorous angles. @ — 
}ances of stage shows, rehearsals, | the late Will Rogers, and wil! — 
|tape recordings and broadcasts | ground his talks with drawn’, 
|each day from 6:30 a.m. to 10 p.m.| Show will go in the 1 Yt 


| 


except the final day when hours 12:30 p.m. slot on Sundays, 
|the starting date not yet se 


| will be noon to 10 p.m. 
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Everywhere 


YOU 





Everywhere YOU Do Business, 
VARIETY is always there — ahead of 


you. 


And, everywhere YOU do business 
... you hear people say, ‘Did you see 


what VARIETY said... .?' 
This, by virtue of VARIETY's ‘trade 


scope’ in reporting the various trends 
in and around the Radio and Tele- 
vision Business. 


That means concentrated reader- 
ship interest. 


Since 1922, before any other pubii- 


cation, VARIETY recognized the com- 
mercial and entertainment value of 
radio and instituted a special radio 
department. 


Then, in 1929, VARIETY was first 


again by reporting to the trade the 
commercial, talent and production 
progress made by television. 








NEW YORK 36, CHICAGO 11, 


154 West 46th Street 612 No. Michigan Avenue 


Because of these Radio and Tele- 
vision FIRSTS, plus the keen reader- 
ship interest, your advertising in 
VARIETY is sure to reach everyone, 


EVERYWHERE YOU DO BUSINESS. 





Today, new TV film vistas are open- 
ing. Here, too, VARIETY's week-to- 
week. appraisal is custom-made for 
the advertiser, the agency and the 
producer, highlighting the new devel- 
opments in an exciting new branch of 
show business. 


Your advertisement in one issue of 
VARIETY will make more profitable 
business calls for you than you could 
possibly make in a year. . 


The 7th Annual RADIO AND TELE- 
VISION REVIEW AND PREVIEW EDI- 
TION will be out soon. 


Make your space reservation at 
any office listed below. There is no 
advance in rates. 


ARIETY 


HOLLYWOOD 28, LONDON, WC 2 
6311 Yucea Street 8 St. Martin’s Place 
Trafalgar Sq. 
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Television Chatter 





New York 


Richard Barr bowed out as direc- 
tor of WOR-TV’s “Broadway TV 
Theatre” three weeks ago. Station's 
press department gave VaRIETY his | 
name in credits on the last two) 
shows reviewed ... Harold Flen- 
der, now writing the Bob (Elliott) 
& Ray (Goulding) TV show, pacted 
a 1 serivter on NBC's “Show of | 
Shows” for the fall Felicia | 
Sorel doing the choreography for | 
Worthington (Tony) Miner’s pres- 
entation of “Soul of the Great} 
Bel Friday night (27) via NBC's} 
“Curtain Call” Writers agent 
Blanche Gaines Coasting July 1 for 
a month’s business-vacation trip. | 
; Scott Forbes set for the lead | 
“ole on CBS’ “Westinghouse Sum- | 
mer Theatre” July 14, opposite | 
Margaret Phillips and Cloris Leach- 
man... WCBS-TV director Frank | 
Moriarty the radio-TV | 
guest faculty list at City College | 
of N. Y . James A. Michener | 
set as the first guest panelist, join- | 
ing regulars John Kieran and! 
Franklin P. Adams, on the initial | 
TV version of “Information Please” | 
Sunday (29) via CBS Warren | 
A. Kraetzer named coordinator of 
a newly-established radio-TV office 
at New York U.... Peggy Phillips’ 
“The Lonely Albatross” being 
staged on NBC's “Lights Out” 
Monday (30)... Ken Langley of 
the CBS-TV_ operations _ staff 
penned an article for the July 
issue of Your Life, titled “Why I 
Hated My Father.” He claims it 
is not autobiographical ... Aaron 
Katz, former owner and prexy of 
Official Films, joined the Ted 
Ashley package outfit ... Harry 
Puck guesting on Ethel Colby’s 
“Broadway Matinee” July 2 via 
WABD Legit stage manager 
Bob Downing, invited by producer 
Ezra Stone to do a guest comedy 
bit on an NBC Fred Allen show 
last January, now making TV 
almost a second profession. Since 
then he’s done a number of other 
comedy shows, played a heavy on 
both “Ellery Queen” and “The 
Web,” and did a dialect role on 
MBC's Paul Winchell-Jerry Maho- 
ney show Monday night (23). 


added to 


ilensed by 


|day (29). 


| utensils 





With Kathi Norris expecting a 
second child in August, her WABD 
stanza will be taken over by hub- 
by-packager Wilbur Stark. Work- 
ing with him will be anether 
femme still to be picked Ray 
Bloch named musical director for 
the Arthur Murray show, which 
starts on CBS-TV as summer re- 





placement for “Mama” July 11 
Jerome Thor, star of “Foreign In- 
trigue,” and = actress-frau. Sydna 
Scott winged back to Europe 
Thursday (19) after month's vaca- 
tion in N. Y. 


Bob Davis will be the first week- | 


ly winner on ABC-TV’s “Chance of 


a Lifetime” to get a week’s run at | 


the N. Y. Palace. He starts Friday | 
.. . Stanley Phillips, ex-“Kraft | Sheldon, 


(27) 


Theatre” and “City at Midnight.” 


“Broadway TV Theatre.” 
Richard Barr . .. Ed Herlihy spell- 
ing Tex Antoine while latter vaca- 
tions from WNBT's 6:55 p.m. 
weather-strip. 


Hollywood 

Tennessee Ernie rejoined Cliffie 
Stone's “Hometown Jamboree” on 
KLAC-TV following personals in 
Honolulu Dick Woollen of Chi- 
cago has arrived to begin chores as 
director of program development 
for KTTV Kathleen Freeman 
joins “Lite With Elizabeth” cast on 
KLAC-TV Dale Sheets new film 
director for KTTV, replacing Tom 
Corradine, who ankled to join a 
T\ companys KTLA's Spade 
Covley and Ginny Jackson to Port- 
land for personals 
KLAC-TV sales manager, ankled 
for job in Fresno, and Don Staley 
of Frisco joins sales staff as ac- 
count exec All L.A. indies plan- 
ning coverage of national Republi- 
can and Democratic conventiors in 
Chicago in July, joining microwave 
pool Mary McAdoo moved her 
video, show from KECA-TV to 
KNBIY | Mark Lansburgh, head of 
promotion and = advertising at 
KLAC-TV, exited, and has opened 
his own TV production 
for vidpix and slide film produc- 
tion 


Frisco 

John Cameron Swayze's first 
news show here, July 3, will tee- 
vee trom the top of the Mark : 
“Dragret's” Jack Webb cleared a 
film commitment so he and Lee 
Giroux can again co-emcee Cere-| 
bral Palsy Telethon, June 27... 
Others due in for the benefit: 
Charles Ruggles, April Stevens, the 
Space Patrol cast, Cliff Arquette, 
Janet Waldo, Sam Edwards, Dude 
Martin, Sue Thompson, and Nut- 


Joan Edwa 


Bob Klein, | 


company | 


sie, son of Bozo’. .. KRON staff 
threw a fare-thee-well for Army- 


..., Sidney Small negotiating * 

series for his San Francisco ‘China- 
town stories ... Walter Kingsford, 
TV player, appearing at the Cur- 
ran in “Song of Norway”... 


Advertising Agency Network award 
for its one-minute film commercial 
on Vano Liquid Starch. Spot, com- 
bining talent with animation, was 
Don Flagg . Westing- 
house unveiling Fall radio-TV lines 
with big “hurrah” night at local 
Armory, July 1. 


g 
4 


London 

Eileen Joyce to play with 
Philharmonia Orchestra July 3 
Neil Grant’s “Petticoat Influence” 
to be aired Sunday (29). Harold 
Clayton handles production and 
cast includes Helen Christie, 
Michael Glover and David Horne 


the 


“Kitchen Carnival” a ballet by | 


Margaret Dale to be repeated Sun- 
Royal Opera House bal- 
let dancers will represent kitchen 
with floats designed by 
Marianne Francis 


ing Lon Chaney, Jr., 
Meredith and Betty Field to be 
aired next Tuesday (1)... First BBC 
concert by 
to be teeveed on Friday week (4) 
New series, “You and Your Paint- 
box produced for the children by 
J. W. Hunter Blair, featdring artist 
John Farleigh to begin Sunday 
(29). 


Webs Vs. Indies 


Continued from page 28 








concept on the part of the network 
keys which is also making it pos- 
sible for them to raid the indies 
for talent. Rayburn, for example, 
is taking over initially the 6:30 to 
8 a.m. strip on WNBC. Under a 
five-year deal, it will be possible 
for him to earn up to $100,000 


annually on this show alone. This | 
is in addition to any coin he might | 


accrue from 
shows which 
for him. 


WNBC toppers candidly admit- 
ted as their reason for signing 
Rayburn his avid personal follow- 
ing built up during his long tenure 
on WNEW. Since it’s the prime 


other radio and TV 
WNBC hag in mind 


| function of local stations to devel- 
| Op personalities who can success- 


fully endorse personally the prod- 
ucts they sell, Rayburn fits in with 
that type of talent. WNBC has a 
long string of such personalities, 
including Skitch Henderson, Bot 
(Elliott) and Ray (Goulding), Hert 
Jinx Falkenburg (Mc- 


Crary), Bill Stern, Kate Smith, ete. 
is new stage director for WOR-TV's | 
replacing | 


WCBS has also been developing 
its stable of local stars, such as 
rds, whose daytime strip 
is now SRO, Margaret Arlen, ete. 


TV Ballcasts 


———=e Continued from page 29 














keep a_ sensitive finger on. the 


| pulse of a rival’s- doings, estimate 


that to date Hamm’s has added 


| better than 3.000 new retail outlets 


(taverns, package stores, groceries, 
etc.). 

At a-cost to Hamm’s of roughly 
$8.000 per week, observers feel it 
would be a “buy” merely to add 
these new outlets, even completely 
disregarding the consumers reached 
by the telecasts. Hamm’s won't let 
out its “trade secret” on the aver- 
age cost of securing a new account 
by in-person pitches at the pub 
owner or grocer. While competi- 
tors won't give dollar figures 
either, they point out that the sale 
to a new outlet might range from 
an over-the-transom deal to an ex- 
penditure of several hundred dol- 
lars over a 
solicitation. 


On that basis, the 3.000-plus new | 


outlets, at a cost of some $80,000. 
figures to roughly $25 per new re- 
tailer. That, admit Hamm’s rivals. 
is an economical method of getting 


'—or forcing—distribution. 


But getting distribution for the 


TV viewers are buyers—and with 


Sid | 
Garfield agency captured National | 


Film of Stein- | 
beck’s “Of Mice and Men” featur- | 
Burgess | 


Dutch String Quartet | 


period of months of, 


Saturdays, it’s 29.4% average; and 
'on Sundays, it is whopping 30.4%. 
'That accounts for Hamm’s tripling 
of sales. 
| Another important factor of the 

uceess of this campaign, according 

to Campbell-Mithun, 
| agency, 


\the «commercials by sportscaster 
Jack Brickhouse and commenator 
| Harry Cre 
'90% identification in the surveys 
conducted by the agency. 

Supporting . the ,,balleasts are 
newspaper ads, radio, outdoor 
posters, plus point-of-sale material, 
but Hamm’s concedes it is baseball 
and television that combined to rap 
out the grand-slam homer. 

P. S—Incidentally, the two Chi 
ball clubs haven't 
late a result of the television 
interest The Cubs are slightly 
ahead of last year, and the White 
Sox are 100,000 admissions ahead 
| of the same number of 1951 playing 
dates. 


| 
| Reb’cast Rule 


i———— Continued from page 23 goa 


as 

















nues of revenue to all types of 
radio stations.” 

However, the Congressman as- 
serted, the new rebroadcast policy 
leaves several questions to be con- 
sidered, but as he interprets it: 

(1) A station holds a. “property 
right” in its signal; (2) this right 

must be used so as to avoid mo- 
| nopoly or restraint of rebroadcast- 
ing; (3) the networks “have no 
right to the affiliates’ signal nor to 
the program content where such 
content and signal are bought by a 
sponsor who hires the facilities of 
| the network to rebroadcast his pro- 


| gram.” 
4. Any attempts “to induce, ac- | 


quire, or control” program content 
or limit use of the sponsor’s pro- 
gram by any network or station 
“may constitute a violation” of the 


not the sponsor produced his own 
show or purchased it from the net- 
work or station.” 














| Network Thinking 





Hamm’s 
is the.“‘beer from the land | 


bound announcer Gene McCann Of sky blue waters’. pitch used on| 


Creighton; This theme got | 


suffered at the | 


Communications Act, “whether or | 





Continued from page 28 


|Phoenix (Ariz.), which presently 
| fail heir to much national biz- be- 
cause of their network affiliations, 
may be crossed off the “must buy” 
lists. When that happens, it will 
either be up to the nets to get re- 
gional sponsorship deals for such 
markets, or up to the stations them- 
selves to go out and sell more biz 
on a local level. 


enough regional advertisers for 
such markets to keep them on the 
healthy list, both because of the 
added revenue for the nets them- 
tselves and to protect the local pro- 
gramming blocks of the affiliates. 


FRIED’S VIDEO RIGHTS 
TO TOP FRENCH PLAYS 


Walter Fried has pacted the 
Freneh equivalent of the Drama- 
tists Guild.and American Society 
of Composers, Authors & Publish- 
ers—the .Societe Des Auteurs et 
Compositeurs Dramatiques—giving 











control of the French organization. 

Among those whose works are 
included are Roger 
Marcel Achard, Armand Salacrou 
and Tristan Bernard. Plays will be 


dan. French ambassador Henri 
Bonnet has consented to appear on 
the preem. Fried is the stage pro- 
ducer of “All My Sons” and “Death 
of a Salesman,” who will (together 
with Robert Whitehead) 


fall. 





Bower’s WOR Exit 


Roger Bower, radio and tele di- 
|; rector for WOR, N. Y., who had 
been with the outlet for over 20 
$80,000 is just part of the story.| years, has resigned to freelance. 





Bower had directed such shows 


both the Sox and Cubs in first di-|as the old 


vision, and currently in the thick 
of the fight for first place in each 
league, Chi viewers are watching: 
Telepulse for May reveals a week- 


“Market and Halsey 
| Street Players” (when WOR was at 
| that location in Newark). He left 
| because the tele outlet has been 
| doing fewer studio dramatic shows 


day average of 9.1% of all WGN-/ and recently he had been assigned 
T'V-acea sets are on the ballgames; | to sports remotes. 


| 
Nets hope to be able to corral 


him exclusive U. S. tele rights to | 
the thousands of plays under the | 


Ferdinand, | 


done in Parisian style, introduced | 
by a Gallic star such as Charles | 
Boyer, Jean Sablon or Louis Jour- | 


produce | 
the new Arthur Laurents play this | 


Inside Stuff—Television 


| CBS-TV, parlaying its IV City model into a major ballyhoo g 
| moves the miniature of its new Los Angeles plant into Macy's, \ 
|store Friday (27) for a two-week stand. To sparkplug the displa, 
web will cooperate with Macy's in a fullscale newspaper ad campaign. 
40,000 leaflets are to be passed out daily to store patrons, and poster. 
advertising the model will be set up at all entrances and elevator anq 
escalator landings. WCBS-TV, the web’s N. Y. flagship, will give the 
display full on-the-air promotion and more than 20 CBS-TV stars wij) 
| appear throughout the showing. 

Following completion of its Macy’s stand, the TV City model , 
taken on a nationwide tour of other key city department stores en 
back to L.A. 


unt, 


, the 


be 


Swift & Co. kicked off its campaign to plug yellow oleoma 
in N. Y., which has only recently been okayed by the state leg 
via a three-nights-a-week buy of Jim McKay’s “Rain or Shine” \ 
report on WCBS-TV, key flagship of the CBS video web in 
Food outfit, via the J. Walter Thompson agency, has mapped \ 
expensive newspaper and magazine campaign, but is confining 
activity only to the McKay show 

Program, aired cross-the-board from 7:25 to 7:30 p.m., is n 
with Uncle Ben’s Rice having renewed for the Thursday. night 
and Philip Morris in on Friday night. Swift had placed the 
several weeks ago but kept the deal'under wraps so as not to | 
| hand to competing oleo manufacturers. 


New type of giveaway stunt was instituted by Ernie Kovacs on his 
“Kovacs Unlimited” show Monday (23) via WCBS-TV, the CBS video 
| web’s N.Y. flagship. In a switch on the “guess the number of beans in 
| the jar” contest, Kovacs unveiled a batch of king-sized candles on the 
program, which he lit. They’re to burn during the course of each show 
land the viewer who can correctly predict the minute, hour and day 
when the last one flickers and dies will receive a jackpot of loot 

In order to compete, each viewer must accompany his guess with a 
two-line poem on the candles’ span of life. Prizes include a round-trip 
flight to Switzerland for two, a stay at a Swiss hotel, a watch, etc, 
WCBS-TV, of course, expects to benefit from the contest via the in- 
herent publicity values and also an increase in Kovacs’ rating. 


U. S. Government tapped “My Friend Irma,” a show aired weekly 
on both the CBS radio and TV networks, for two separate tie-ins this 
week for the national defense effort. Five-page feature in the “Irma” 
comic book on the bargain aspects of ‘“E”’ bonds was picked up by the 
Treasury Dept. for reprint as a special flyer, which it is distributing 
throughout the country as a major pitch for the purchase of Defense 
Bonds. In addition, the Armed Forces Press Service, which services 
GI newspapers throughout the world, arranged to use the “Irma” comic 
strip for syndication. Only other strip so tapped is “Bugs Bunny.” 

Both the comic book and strip are scripted by Stan Lee and drawn 
by Dan DeCarlo. They’re handled for the network by the CBS mer- 
chandising department, under the direction of Arthur Perles. 


Programming and transmission of telepix will be taken up by in- 
dustry execs and educators in a panel discussion sponsored by New 
York University at its School of Education in N. Y. tonight (Wed.) 

Professor Robert T. Gessner, chairman of N. Y. U.’s Department of 
Motion Pictures, will preside over the session which will be attended by 
reps of the Society of Motion Picture and Television Engineers; Russell 
| Raycroft and Joseph Marone of Dancer-Fitzgerald Sample, Inc.; Jack 
O’Reilly, Gray-O’Reilly Studio; Edmund A. Bertram, DeLuxe Labora- 
| tories; Larry Ruddell, American Broadcasting, and Vernon Duke, Na- 
| tional Broadcasting. 





William Suchmann, graphic artist-designer for ABC, was awarded 
ithe WAAM (Baltimore) Television Fellowship of $6,000 and a year's 
| Sraduate study at Johns Hopkins U. 
| Fellowship was established so that an active video worker can 
| have nine months free from his professional duties to pursue his own 
| studies at the university. Suchmann has been in charge of visual pre- 
| sentation for TV commercial advertising and handled graphic portions 
|of some TV programs. He'll study psychological approaches to some 
| tele problems. 


National Assn. of Radio & TV Station Representatives is writing tele 
| outlets to accept the standards for shared 10-second station identifica- 
tion announcements on film. Objective is to increase use of these 
| station break spots on a multi-station basis, since the same art work 
| will be usable on many stations. Eventually, it’s hoped, standards will 
| be set for non-filmic identification plugs. 
| Standards grew out of a meeting between NARTSR and major ad 
agencies last month. The audio portion of the station identification 
will follow the audio portion of the commercial. Sponsors will be able 
to use three-quarters of the screen, leaving the upper right quarter for 
the station’s call letters. Timing will be: 144 seconds open, 6 seconds 
| commercial audio, 2 seconds station identification audio and one-half 
second close. 
| NBC spot sales has already gotten the five o-and-o TV stations and 
| three other outlets it represents to accept the standards. 
| 
| Now that the International Boxing Club has sold its Wednesday night 
| summer series of Chicago Stadium bouts to Pabst for CBS-TV beam- 
| ing, the fisticuff outfit is making a pitch to entice the fans away from 
the tavern and home sets. The IBC, starting with last week’s Johnny 
Bratton-Rocky Castellani card, offers a block of 5,000 at $1 each 

The IBC claims that reserved and ringside seats sell better than the 
| cheaper pews when the bout is being televised. 

The IBC announcement of the bargain prices did not point out that 
| the Stadium is not air-conditioned for the summer schedule. 


WOR-MBS 


Continued from page 28 


spot through the summer, until | and “Mailman,” permits the local 
the web's kid shows return, but| sponsors on WOR to remain in 
if it clicks on a national basis it | those spot-carrier programs. 

may get another web berth in the| Under the new setup, the 3-4 
| fall. Gambling airer will mean the! p.m., 5-6 p.m. and 8-10 p.m. pe- 
dropping of MBS’ Bob Poole disk | riods will have WOR and MBS 
jockey series. ‘carrying the same _airers. WOR 

Seebach’s approach, stemming also beams “Songs of the B-Bar B, 
from the recent integration of the | which Mutual is inserting into ‘ts 
WOR-MBS setup under the Tom/}lineup during the summer hié 
O’Neil-General Tire aegis, is to of its afternoon kid block. Last 
consolidate both program skeds.| year WOR carried its own partici 
Previously there were many MBS pating shows in that block. 
shows which WOR failed to carry 
or beamed at a later time. 

One problem in effecting the | 
consolidated sked is that WOR has 
had lucrative local shows whose | - : ‘ork as wel 
bankrollers the station ee gn ae ‘one of 
want to lose. However, new periods | the major jobs of KFAB . - 
have been found for the displaced | wow has a new disk jockey. 
WOR backers. Further, the Co-Op | “Jolly Joe” who 


Martin, 
format, as in the case of Gambling | from Grand Island. 
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Omaha — Station KFAB has 4 
mew newscaster, Hugh Mc‘ y. 
from WCOP, Boston. He has done 


comes 
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cross-board daytimer, surrounded 
by four names for the panel plus a 
fifth topper as quizzee guest, the 
segment comes out more artifice 
than the laugh.content it pretends 
to evoke, } 

Three Joe and Josephine Blows 


are recruited as contestants, who | 


are installed as “witnesses” with 
secrets. The panelists examine the 
witnesses in turn, donating $25 to 
them on each missout in a 30- 
second period. On this basis a con- 
testant can snag a $100 boodle. 
The secrets shown to viewers via 
slides on the initialer were “my 
husband snores,” “I am Garry 
Moore’s wife” (under latter’s legal 


A 9 } 
name), “I .wear a girdle” (a male) | 
and, for guest Boris Karloff, “I am | 


afraid of mice.” 

The q. and a. sessions were not 
too productive of either interest or 
laffs, except as evidenced by the 
studio audience, who yocked at 
everything. Author Laura Z. Hob- 
son, actress Louise Albritton, comic 
Orson Bean and actor Melville 
Cooper did their best to make a go 
of this weakly-constructed idea. 

Show has alternating sponsors, 
with Prom on the preem to plug its 
home permanent, and White Rain 
shampoo via films, fronted by Hol- 
lywoodites Anita Leuise (with 
daughter) and Virginia Field. Car- 
ter Products 
roller, with end plug for Arrid. 

Trau. 


LES MALLOY SHOW 
Director: Dorothy Hooker Nye 
60 Mins.; Tues.-thru-Fri., 4 p.m. 
Participating 
KGO-TV, San Francisco 

Les Malloy took the TV plunge 
a couple of years back. With a 
friendly, mike-wise, 
proach, constantly 
with new program and technical 
ideas, and with a shrewd major as- 
sist from his competent director, 
Dorothy Hooker Nye, he has main- 


tained and continues to build an 
envious daytime rating. 

Show is typical “magazine” type, 
with dashes of music, guests, 


panels, stunts, specialty numbers 
and sponsored products—so many 
of the latter that he’s been dubbed 
as local TV's top m.c.—“master of 
commercials.” 

Up the 


years 


behind a blind 


microphone, Malloy learned how to | 


give sincere pitches and gain the 


confidences of his sponsors. Many 
of his TV backers are carryovers 
from radio with new ones added. 

His gal aide, Elaine Doyle, does 
the legwork for the show and ap- 
pears on camera with him. Malloy 
works hard for variety gimmicks, 


taking advantage of news and per- 


sonality breaks, but usually themes | 


his show with a four-way, one-a- 
day format that currently goes 
something like this: 

Tuesday—sad_ stories with cit- 
izens wailing their woes and Mul- 
loy giving them a leg-up through 
viewer reaction. Same day he hosts 
District Attorney Tom Lynch who 
answers any questions phoned by 
viewers. He frequently uses the 
viewers’ telephone trick. 

Wednesdays—showbiz day, with 
interviews and acts by local and 








LT: AT 
= ————E = 





Television Reviews 


Continued from page 30 


is the other bank-.| 


earthy ap-| 
experimenting | 


visiting stars, backed up by Phil) 


Bovero’s band. 
Thursday—a quiz kid type panel 
with merry moppets humanizing 
and humorizing the telescreen. 
|The. band is on deck for this ses- 
| sion, too. 
Fridays—an old agé@ panel, co- 
| featuring 95-year-old Fred Ferne 
and 68-year-old Nina Hagenbeck. 


On Sundays, Malloy comes back | 


for two half-hour sessions. First, 
(1:30 p.m.) is a miniature musical 
comedy scripted by director Doro- 
thy Nye, starring Shirley Claire on 
vocals. The second (3:30 p.m.) is 
a straight variety show with Bov- 
|ero’s band and guest stars. 
Malloy still does his KYA dee- 
jay stint and is picking up a new 
three-hour KFRC Saturday ay- 
emer. Also on KGO-TV, he hosts 
the “Charlie Chase Comedies,” 
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m., and two movie 
series, “Preview Party,” Tuesday 
10 p.m. (‘co-featuring his wife, 
Georgienne), and “Movies With 
Malloy,” Thursdays, 10:15 p.m. 


miracle whose success secret, if 
any, is that he talks with the view- 
ers, never to them. Dwit. 


KALEIDOSCOPE 
With Ronnie Waldman, others 
Producer - director: T. 
Jackson 
60 Mins. 
BBC, London 

Singing, terping and novelty fare 
is only so-so TV fodder, and this 
established British stanza could do 


ness and variety. Nostalgic tastes 
are catefed to in a “Guess Which 
Year’ musical medley, linked by 
the moving pages of a photographic 
scrapbook and sung by Olga 
Gwynne and Eric Whitley. Puzzle 
|}slant here isn’t exactly puzziing, 
the scrapbook clues being too easy 
and recent. 

Brightest feature of the stanza 
|\is Ronald Waldman’s “Puzzle Cor- 





|ner,” setting visual posers for an- | 


| swer later on in program and for 
a particular reply by a chosen 
|viewer in Staffordshire, England, 
|linked to Waldman by telephone. 
Puzzle maestro also introduces the 
| winner of his previous contest and 
| Passes him off to viewers with hu- 
morous banter. Gord. 


| KOUSIN KAY MERRY-GO- 
| ROUND SHOW 
| With Walt Kay, Don Yarnell, 

Gwen Yarnell, Tommy McFar- 

land, David Freeman, Darlene 

Kane 
| Producer-writer: Helga Preisman 
| Director: Ed Herp 
| 60 Mins.; Saturday 11 a.m. 

RED CROSS SHOES 
WXEL, Cleveland 
(Marcus) 

Pitched for the moppets this 
Saturday morning stanza combines 
situation, imagination and a large 
degree of comedy for a_ well- 
rounded, wholesome hour of kid- 
die viewing. Walt Kay, emcee, 
ties it all together. In stanza 
caught (22) situation was based on 
a visit to Hollywood for the pres- 
entation of an award to Don Yar- 











nell for his fine work as Coco, 
mn} 
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San Francisco Chicago 


{the Clown. 


In this area he’s a one-man | 


Leslie 


with some American pace, fresh- | 


Moko, the clownette, played by 
Tommy McFarland. The two have 
carved for themselves a_ sizable 
niche in the hearts of youngsters 
by their pleasant jesting, and Coco, 
particularly, for his fine under- 
standing of the kiddies. _ 

Walt Kay’s sympathetic and 
capable handling of the entire 
stanza keeps the hour-long show 
moving. 





| Imagination segment is Gwen| added vocals by Clancy Hayes and 
| Yarnell’s narration of story with! Gloria Craig. Latter is a cute trick 
moppet cast acting out sequences.| who won the femme singing spot 


| Her pleasant narration makes for 


| ing. 

| David Freeman. and Darlene 
Kane, boy and girl actors, do a 

| fine, top-rate performance as 

|combo. They interview moppet 

| guests and Darlene handles lip- 


| 


Coco is assisted by!own ditties to his credit including 





simplicity and kiddie-understand- | 


|song and dance routines with fine | 


Producer - writer 
| Helga Preisman inked a format 
that moved well and smoothly. 
Commercials handled by cast as 
part of stanza are pitched. into 
overall production without pain. 

Mark. 


| showmanship. 





GIANT TIGER AMATEUR .SHOW 
| With Gene Carroll, amateurs and 
guests 
| Producer: Carroll 
Direetor: Earl Keyes 
|66 Mins.: Sunday 12 (noon) 
|GIANT TIGER STORE 
WEWS, Cleveland 

(Marcus) 

Considering the vast need for 
| talent in the TV field, any attempt 
|to give amateurs a chance to show 
their wares rates orchids. When the 
attempt is flavored with profes- 
sional understanding the effort 
rates a double spray. 

Gene Carroll’s long career in the 
|show business gives him a keen 
jinsight in handling youth seeking 
ito break into stage, video and 
| broadcasting. Already the gradu- 
|ates have carved places for them- 
|selves as professionals. On stanza 


* 


caught (22) one graduate, Marcie | tions and types. WRGB appears 

songstress with Ray An-/| very generous in its apportionment 
Car- | of time; on occasions, too much so. 
|roll’s program has given other mop-| Some of the interviews hold nar- 


| Miller, 
|thony, made a return visit. 


| pets, including Benny Rand, with 
|Ted Weems; Jean Churchill, with 
Lowry Clark’s band;. Margaret 
Klein, Kathy Johnson, etc., a start. 
Also appearing as guest was song- 
stress Phyllis Amber. 


uses at least nine performers with 
act getting the most votes winning 
a $50 bond. His closing production 


scene with personnel from his own 
school in singing and performance 
roles. This was in connection with 
advertising for Giant Tiger Stores’ 
hot-weather specials and made for 
|gimmick, adaptable commercial. 


| 

prepared by Florence Roth. is on 

commodity sales. pitch that 

neither offending nor too ee. 
ark, 


HARTOON TIME 
With Bill Killebrew 
Producer-director: Russ Mayberry 
15 Mins., Wed. and Fri., 4:45 p.m. 
HART’S BREAD 
WMCT, Memphis 

(Action Co.) 

Here’s a_ twice-weekly video 
package that has steadily cemented 
itself with not only the juvenile 
audience, but adult viewers as well. 
Answer to its rapid rise is one guy 
—Bill Killebrew. 

Soft-spoken easy-going artist has 
a winning pen. His clever cartoons 
have brought much mail comment. 

Killebrew’s show is geare 
around his audience sending in 
record requests, which he sketches 
in, front of the lenses. He has no 
advance knowledge of the requests, 
and is strictly on his own to draw 
sketches and cartoons to fit the 





RUSTY DRAPER SHOW 
With Gloria Craig, Clancy Hayes, 
Bob Scobey, others 
Producer: Sam Ewing 
Director: Robin Adair 
30° Mins.; Sun., 8:30 p.m. 
TAPPAN RANGES 
KGO-TV, San Francisco 
(Ewing) 
personality 
headlined by Rusty Draper, the 
hottest one-man music box in 
town. With fireball delivery and a 
Mickey Rooney bounce (he resem- 
bles Mickey), Rusty twangs a gui- 
tar and brays nasal hillbillies and 
hot pops with an umph that’s cor- 
ralled crowds at Will King’s nitery 
for the past seven years. 


Purely a affair, 


tin (before he went Hollywood), 
Draper guested hither and yon be- 
fore getting this self-starrer. A 
few weeks back .Eddie Cantor 
hauled him south for a “Comedy 
Hour” shot. 

Draper is a nephew of Cy Per- 
kins, the former famed National 
Barn Dancer. 


tic numbers, he’s con- 





gradually 


of the music. Dwit. 





| 


| 


In his hour-long show, Carroll |the topic, the speakers and their ac- 





pitch featured a bathing beach | termittent 


i 





| 


Entire commerical presentation, | ding. 


iS| rehearsed. Sometime direction by 


| 
} 
| 


| REQUEST-A-TUNE 





| 





| judged on basis of the interesting 





| 


| presentation of the tune requested. 

added of the platters. He earns|' Requests are handled vocally by 
— ep tr with his personable,| Henry Puma and on show caught 
ooth style. Matt. |via damce interpretation by the 
Cordays, polished boy and girl 





A specialist in rus- | 


_ | Zabbing 
Introduced to TV by Dude Mar- | 


“Devil of a Woman.” i 

His TV show has no continuity, 
situation or scenic gimmick. It’s 
just all-out music blasted and 
blared from coast to coast, which 
in local parlance means from the 
Bay to the Beach. 

Betwixt and between Draper's 
explosive solos, Bob Scobey’s nite 
club group, billed as Alexanger’s 
Jazz Band, noises up the joint with 


with Freddy Martin’s “Band of To- 
morrow” TV show and has been 
teeveeing locally ever since. 


Snooks’ Into NBC Ratiy 
Ist, Then as TV Versio, 


NBC, which has acquired r 
and TV rights to the 
Snooks” poetry under a lic 


P adig 
‘Baby 





Show is loosely packaged and | 
anemically produced with naught | 
for nobody except Rusty Draper} 
fans of which there are plenty. 

Russ Coglin barks commercials | 
in a manner to match the madness 


ROLLIN’ WITH STONE 
With Bob Stone, Jerry Coyle, Jim 

Fisk, Charles McGarrahan & 

others 
60 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 1:36 p.m. 
Participating 
WRGB, Schenectady 

Changes and improvements have 
been effected in this cross-the- 
board program since it went on 
camera 18 months ago. At that 
time, Bob Stone doubled from his 
post as staff producer, and Jerry 
Coyle appeared as-a freelancer. 
Stone now confines his services to 
the one show, while Coyle per- 
forms on other blocks as announc- 
er-newscaster-singer. Jim Fisk 
and Charles McGarrahan remain 
as artists in pencil sketches illus- 
trating classical standard and pop- 
ular works. Length of telecasts 
have also been trimmed; number 
and variety of interviews have ex- 
panded. 

“Rollin’” is basically a public 
serice feature, supplemented by 
music and news. Interviews cover 
a wide range, in area, organiza- 


row appeal and the participants 
have little speaking skill. There 
likewise is a certain amount of 
repetition and padding. A percent- 
age of the interviews carry greater 
significance or interest, because of 


tivities. 


Stone is an intelligent, com- 
petent interviewer, despite an in- 
tendency to parade 
erudition, press out big words, and 
reach for humor and wit. His 
knowledge of elassical music, 
mythology, the theatre and litera- 
ture is obviously deep. Approach 
combines the friendly and the kid- 


Show is not always sufficiently 


Stone, in front of the lenses, may 
be questionable showmanship. 
Jaco. 


With Sandra Phillips, The Cor-' 
days, Henry Puma, Mitchellaires 

Producer: Bert Claster 

Director: Ken Chalfee 

30 Mins.; Fri., 11 p.m. 

NORMAN MITCHELL 

HOTPOINT STORES 
WAAM-TYV, Baltimore 

(Louise Waite) 

This is a good twist with ample 
opportunities for more ambitious 
presentation. Listeners are invited 
to write in requesting performance 
of a favorite tune. Letters are 


circumstances prompting the re- 
quest. Winners are invited to make | 
an appearance to talk about their | 
letters with Sandra Phillips, fem- 
cee, and listen to a specially staged 


ballroom duo. Instrumental quar- 
tet consisting of vibraphone, ac- 
cordion, piano and bass, also spell 
out special arrangements as well 
as supplying musical background 
throughout. Soloists are changed 
from time ‘to time. 

Show moves smoothly and at! 
good pace making the most of the | 
gimmick bacKgrounding possibili- 
ties, scenically as well as in mu- 
sic and dialog. Could be moved up. 

Burm, 


ABC’s Capital Cutups 


Current vogue of two announcers 





|which puts prime emphasis y 


arrangement with the estate of tne 
late Fanny Brice, plans to experi. 
ment initially via a radio show with 
returning the property to the air. 
waves. Web is presently recastin 
the package and, once the rede 
show is established, will swing i 
to TV. isin 

Web concluded its deal for the 
package rights with Mrs. Roy 
Stark, wife of the Lo Angeles 
realtor, who is executrix of Miss 


Brice’s estate. 








| ie 
| Nobody Ever | 


Continued from page 29 
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sme, 
at a different level,” he said. “rE 


must operate on a rigid economy 


pon 
its product. The current habit of 


scheduling program types, which 
hundreds of local stations can qo 
better and with greater acceptance 
by local listeners, is off base” 
Menser said. , 
While Menser’s theme was “no. 
body ever heard a watt,” Ted Cott, 
NBC v.p. and general manager of 


WNBC and WNBT, N. Y., an. 
swered, “They would have, had the 
watt been properly merchandised.” 
Cott spoke on the value of mer. 


chandising and promotion. 

The AM upbeat concept was also 
stressed Monday (23) by John M. 
Outler, Jr., of WSB, Atlanta, and 
Harry Bannister, NBC v.p. and 
former WWJ, Detroit, exec. Outler 
told the clinic to go out and sell 
radio and added, it shou!d be done 
“as though we were just start- 
ing out in this business.’ He alco 
underlined the importance of 
stressing the local angle. 

Bannister, in highly amusing 
luncheon ad libbing, one of his 
first public appearances since 
moving into the NBC fold, said 
that although radio is going 
through “an unprecedented transi- 
tional phase,”’ the industry would 
become stabilized and AM would 
regain its former standing. 

Yesterday, Allen Ludden pro- 
duced a “Mind Your Manners” 
youth panel stanza at the confab, 
which will be aired on NBC Sat- 
urday (28). Other speakers at the 
clinic included Ben A. Laird, 
WDUZ, Green Bay, Wis., on “Spon- 
sorship of Public Service Broad- 
casts”; J. Scott True, WFTM, Mavs- 
ville, Ky., on farm programs; Dor- 
othy Gordon,. WQXR, N. Y., on 
youth forums; George Higgins, 
KMBC, Kansas City, Mo., on pro 
gramming and sales; Norman Reed, 
WWDC, Washington, on personality 
record shows; and Mrs. Ellis Bar 
rett, of Good News Productions, 





Seattle—Carroll Foster. for the 
past several years director of public 
service at KIRO, CBS outlet here, 
has been named assistant to the 
president of the station. 
encamhstninaithieastannmeeesenmeenaennt 
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Fileen BARTON 


Coral Recording Artist 
Direction: MCA 




















breezily—as exemplified 
by Bob EHiet and Ray Goulding 


—will get a new twist on ABC, 
which will have its duo satirizing 
the Washington scene. 

Web launches a show with Frank 
Hardin and Jackson Weaver Satur- 
day (28) in the 2:30-3 p. m. slot, 
originating from WMAL, D. C. If 
the capitol kidders click, ABC may 


-verted. to .pops with.several of his .give them a.big evening spread. 


and Gene Rayburn and Dee ‘ABC. | 


Direction: GAC 
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’ Early that same| pitched the subdued Kraft plugs 
|in his neat underplaying style. 





of Kid Slawson.’ 








i d 
ing, it had been discovere 
ee Baldwin, who was to Stal. 
pr one of the lead roles in the| At long last “Broadway TV The- 
play 


4 ¢aken ill and could not |atre” latched onto a property that 
na eetrey Lump, cast in aj;it could handle acceptably, in Ken- 
‘+ volunteered to move; yon Nicholson’s much-done “The 


show, 
appear. 
smaller part, ys 
into Baldwin s 
js - a TV vet, - : : : 
fo Raat moment for Lumb’s|er dramatic due in the -90-minute 
at me 


‘inal part. Two of them car- | cross-boardcr sponsored by Gen- 
origina® their difficult assignments | eral Tires and Cavalier cigarets. 
ried off » hitch and, with Jamie| Sidney Blackmer, in the title 
without, ing a standout job in the role as Nifty Miller, brought out 
gi ‘of the fine Chevigny|the deep paternal facets of the 
story, tne re Kraft series. That, | acted by youn;; Robert Casey, visit- 
the — represented an accom-|ing the show for the summer and 
a exe since the Kraft show|for whom the -big-shot barker has 
Pe istently turns in better jobs ambitions as a lawyer. Casey’s ro- 
ees most of the higher-budgeted | mance with Gloria McGhee, so- 
paved programs on the air. he agen snake charmer, put the 

presse told in flashback (in it- = Pere into a igen oe ee 
self a difficult assignment for i) stashed the natalie cn a hon oo 
live TV drama), revolved about a{ q by Virginia Gilmore, Nifty’s 
respected medico who had unoffi- sweetie, to “get even” on him for 
cially adopted a young criminal | casting’ her off while the son is 
who had sought refuge with him | 4) the show. But the snake prac- 
after wounding a police captain. titioner fell in love with Chris 
still wild and unruly, the lad was Miss McGhee nel lanker wave 
nonetheless deeply touched when | rane 


Aras , a Teai s4VVUACi, gave 
J | tremendous lift to the part and is 
the doctor offered to let him use| ta; material. Miss Climace was 
the name of his dead son if he | top-drawer. Other roles were 
voulu consent to a long period of | gijeg handily by Jack Diamond 

and Grace Valentine. The War- 


psychoanalysis to overcome his an- | 

ti-social complexes. Therapy paid ren Wade production was directed 
off and the criminal, after going | by Richard Lukin Frau 
through medical school, joined his | ’ “s : ‘ 
adopted father’s practice, married 
a society gal and became a re-| 
spected citizen. Eleven years later, | 


Bill Harrington has been in a va- 
riety of * and in several shows 
c ; 4 for most N. Y. stations. His latest 
the police captain spotted him,| an across the board 15-minute air- 
leading to the climax in which the | ey on WJZ-TV, is similar to other 
older doctor convinced the COP | shows that he’s participated in. He 
that the criminal he knew, Kid | goes a song and piano number be- 
Slawson, was figuratively dead. ‘tween teletranscriptions 
Smith, with a personality some-| Harrington remains a pleasing 
what like that of Dane Clark, dem- | personality. His gab is necessarily 
onstrated a sensitive thesping abil- kept to a minimum and his song 
ity and registered socko as the| material indicates that he’s taking 
young criminal. Lumb, despite|no chances. On show caught 
his short rehearsal time, scored| tunes were all in the standard 
solidly as the elder medico, and | category and they all held up well 
Taylor was equally good as the musically. . Jose. 
psychiatrist, the part originally as- ; 
signed to Lumb. Walter Matthau, 
as the police captain, headed a fine 
supporting cast, including- Dan 
Morgan, Olive Blakeney, Leona 
Powers, Loretta Daye, Nell Harri- 
son and Robert Herrman, Ed Her- 
lihy, as usual, introed the show and 





Detroit—Newscaster Dale Marr, 
formerly of WKMH, and an- 
nouncer Hal Lawson, formerly of 
WTOL, Toledo, and WIMA, Lima, 
O., have been added to the staff 
of WJR. 





role and Vaughn | Barker.” WOR-TV, N. Y., gave the | 
was in turn set | 1927 play on carnival life its prop- | 


w came off as one of | part vis-a-vis his son, Chris, en- |} 








O’Connor’s 90% Hike 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Donald O’Connor reporiedly gets 
a 90% boost in a new one-year, 
no option contract with NBC-TV 
for six Colgate shows. 

Uppance is the result of his 
rapid rise to become one of the 
top performers on the Sunday 
night show, 

















Brorby 


Continued from page 31 Sanaa 














the bulk of spot accounts is placed 
in before-dark hours). “Actually, 
we found that daytime radio, both 
the minute and quarter-hour, costs 
less per-thousand-homes-reached in | 
1952 than in 1941,” Brorby said, | 
“this in spite of the increase in | 
cost-per-thousand which took place | 
in the past year.” 

National Assn. of Radio & TV 
Station Representatives chief Tom 
Flanagan commented that Brorby’s 
original analysis was based on the 
“small segment of spot business in- 
volved in one-minute plugs.” He 
added, “It didn’t include daytime, 
nor the vast number of quarter- 
hour newscasts, nor play-by-play 
baseball, nor participations in wom- 
en’s shows, nor half-hour shows, 
nor any of the other wide variety 
of things that constitute spot radio. 
Spot radio is not solely one-minute 
announcements.” 

While not directing his beef at 
Brorby, with whom NARTSR has 
had a friendly correspondence, 
Flanagan hit at research which is 
“inadequate and short-changes ra- 
dio.” He cited figures, such as the 
growth in AM set circulation, which 
show radio’s potency. He said that 
“a minimum number of specific 
stations, for specific reasons,” have 
lost some spot biz, but added that 
overall spot volume is healthy, with 
the dollar volume of spot radio up 
12% in 1951. 





Cincinnati—Penny Pruden, local 
radio and TV skillet queen, will 


resume her cookery series on 
WLW’s video stations in Cincy, 
Dayton and Columbus for the 


Kroger Co. Half-hour shows, Mon- 
day through Friday, will originate 
in WLW-T studios here and replace 


ling awaited. So | 
| 70 of the 500 new applications | applications failed to come up to 





“Quiz the Missus.” 


Flood’ of TV Bids Turns to Dribble; 
‘Wait & See’ Applicants Eye Rivals 


Washington, June 24. | plications for new stations but 
That so-called “flood” of TV ap-jalso in amending old applications 
plications which was supposed to|to conform with the revised alloca- 
inundate the Federal Communica-|tions. Many lawyers say they're 
tions Commission come July 1,| waiting on the engineers for infor- 
when processing begins, is still be- | mation needed in applications. 
far, fewer than} Not only lias the number of new 
which FCC’ers expected in the im-| but old 


expectations, applicants 


mediate months following the | aiso have been slow in refiling un- 
April 14 lift-freeze order have| der the new forms required. There 
been filed. are indications that a sizable num- 

A combination of reasons ex-,ber of the old “frozen” applicants, 


plains the delay. In the first place, | numbering over 500, have decided 
it appears, there’s no hurry about|to drop out, and it’s possible the 
getting in the applications except |number may dwindle by as much 
in cities where there’s little likeli-|as a third. 

hood of competitive ‘hearings. And Among the long-standing Denver 
these cities are few. In the case | applicants, for example, who have 
of cities like Denver and Portiand, not refi'ed is Edward Lasker, son 
Ore., which are at the top in! of the late Albert Lasker, of ad- 
processing priority, hearings are | yvertising fame. Lasker also has 
considered certain on every VHF | Ty applications pending for Fres- 
channel and since it would be some! no, Cal., Salt Lake City, Seattle 
time before hearings are held,| and Portland, Ore. Lasker's appli- 
there’s no hurry. Applications can | cations were filed through his at- 
still be filed after the hearings are | torney in Hollywood. He has no 
scheduied. |ilegal counsel here and his plans 

Some applicants are purposely | are unknown, 

holding back their applications to | 
see what channels the competition 
fiies for. Among these, it’s be- 
lieved, are one or two from Den- | 

















| Politico Confusion 





ver, which is allocated four com- | nine Melis tadh Oe tite! 
mercial VHF stations. The hope is | == . Bs ne ao deste 
that one of these prize channels | with that in mind. In addition, 


may be uncontested and that the 


applicant may be able to grab off eight stations will alternate day by 


a permit pronto without going! date in taking feeds from the two 
through hearing. webs. These include KEYL-TV 
Weigh Advantages and WOAI-TV, San _ Antonio; 


Some of these “wait and, see” | WBAP-TV, Fort Worth; WFAA-TV 
applicants also consider applying | and KRLD-TV, Dallas; WKY-TV, 
for UHF instead of going through | Oklahoma City; KOTV, Tulsa, and 
hearings for VHF. It’s a case of | WPRC-TV, Houston. 
weighing the advantages of getting | St. Louis Post Dispatch’s KSD- 
on the air soon With UHF (and its |TV, a primary NBC affiliate, has 
alleged limitations), against taking | agreed to carrying CBS coverage 
the risks and waiting possibly sev-| on a so-called intermittent basis, 
eral years for a permit via hear-| forcing the accounting department 
ings. to await a final time order by the 

Also contributing to the delay) station before it can make out its 
in filing is the pressure of work|payment forms. And, to round 
on radio lawyers and consulting | out the situation, all stations in the 
engineers, especially the latter, | far west vill carry a pool feed, in 
who are busy not only with mak- which ABC will join the CBS and 
ing studies in connection with ap-' NBC coverage. 
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WALT FRAMER 


wishes to convey 


a sincere “THANK YOU” 
to the COLGATE-PALMOLIVE-PEET Company ---One Great Sponsor 


tothe WILLIAM ESTY Company 


to the NATIONAL BROADCASTING Company --One Great Network 


For their wonderful faith in our newest Baby 


“THE BIG PAY-OFF” 


which as a Sunday nite show 
is summer replacement for the Colgate Comedy Hour 











We'll do our best to be worthy of your trust. 


WALT FRAMER PRODUCTIONS 


123 WEST 44TH STREET, NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 








--One Great Agency 


PLAZA 7-0800 
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by-night op a minute segment of 
the picture, while some companies, 
such as Ziv TV, and the Roland | 
Reed unit, have been operating al-| 
most continuously without letup| 
for the past year. 

Not included in poll is solid 
possibility of hefty major studie 
entry into the telepicture this year, 
an increasingly imminent prospect. 
UI, Columbia and Republic are al- 
ready turning out telepix via sub- 
sids but it’s generally felt that 
several more of the motion picture 
studios will be in teevee before 
long, and this belief was given 
firm foundation last week with dis 
closure that the majors—most ofl 
them—are already talking TV con- 
tracts with Screen Actors Guild 
and the American Federation of 
Musicians. 

One factor which caused some 
TV producers to refuse to divulge 
future plans is negotiations be- 
tween telepix and various guilds, 
since some frankly admit entire | 
operations are contingent on out- 
come of thuddles. Screen Actors 
Guild has’ given producers a June 
24 deadline, and talks. are also 
being held with Screen Writers 
Guild, with Screen Directors Guild 
next on the list. 

One obvious trend noted in the 
survey was the rapidly diminish- 
ing number of producers who take 
space at a rental studio, shoot a 
pilot and vanish, sometimes for- 
ever. General sentiment now seems 
to be toward shooting an entire 
series, that agency and sponsor are 
not satisfied any longer with see- 
ing one or two pilots, but are be- 
coming more insistent on ogling 
a series. Another obstacle facing 
the op with little coin but high 
hopes is increasingly tight rental 
situation, with lots such as General 
Service, Eagle Lion, Hal Roach and 
Motion Picture Center wary of 
renting to any but long-run lessees. 

Solidification generally has been 
healthy for the industry, with many 


» of the little acorns shaken loose 


Yrom the tree, while the more repu- | 
table companies are doing better 
than ever, on the whole. Program- | 
wise, wide variety is covered, with 
emphasis on dramatic and comedy, | 
he latter unquestionably due in| 
great part to the terrif success of | 
“I Love Lucy,” Lucille Ball-Desi 
Arnaz starrer for CBS-TY. | 

Another factor all-important to 
Hollywood is the ever-increasing 
number of live shows to film, these 
programs including “Big Town,” | 
“Schlitz Playhouse of Stars,” 
“Burns and Allen,” the “Ford The- | 
atre,”” Art Linkletter show, and | 
“Sky King.” 

Most important of all in entire | 
picture, insofar as guilds and/| 
unions are concerned, is the em- | 
ployment bonanza TV is bringing | 
to their members. From name | 
thesps to grips, video has brought | 
Hollywood a new and prosperous | 
note, particularly with downbeat | 
in pix production. And behind the | 


} ———-- 





Continued from page 1 


In TV Films 





scenes in all TV-labor negotiations 
is recognition by the unions and 
guilds of television’s ever-growing 
importance on the Hollywood 
scene. Result has been a disinclina- 


Ranger,” at Hal Roach studios. 
$576,000 budget. ’ 

Revue Productions: Shooting 13 
Gruen Playhouse, 13 Chevron The- 
atre, begin 26 “Kit Carsons” Aug. 
1, through November. At Eagle- 
Lion studios. 

Roy Rogers: Shooting 15 oaters 
for NBC-TV at Goldwyn studios. 

Hal Roach: Shooting 11 “Amos 








Screen Gems: Shooting one more 


“infant,” although many telepix mercial vidpix, 39 “Ford Theatres,” 


producers involved in such negotia- | 
tions have openly asked such} 


treatment be accorded. Unions 
figure once the rules in-the game 
are fixed they'll stick, and they 
don’t want to be straddled with 
lesser scales for an industry grow- 
ing as though it’s fed on pablum 

Here is company-by-company out- 
look as it stands today: 

Arrow Productions: Shooting 13 
“Ramar of the Jungle’ series 
through July 10, 13 more skedded 
in August. Roll two more series, 
one to be “King Arthur and the 


begin Aug. 1. Set through year. 

Screen Teievideo: Shooting four 
“Cavalcade of America” series, at 
Eagle-Lion studios. 

Showcase: Begin 13 “Racket 
Squad” in September, at Hal Roach 
lot 

Snader Telescriptions: Shooting 
Telescriptions at California studios 

Swarttz-Doniger: Roll July 1 on 
“Duffy of San Quentin,” at Motion 
' Picture Center. Budgeted $250,- 
| 000 for 13 telepix. 
Victor Pahlen: 


Preducing 39 


found Table” in September, $1,- | “Greatest Love” series, $300,000, 


100,000 budgeted. 
William F. Broidy: Shooting six 


“Wild Bill Hickok” vidpix; has 4 
more on sked: plans 24 “Phantom | 
Pirate,” 24 ‘Trail Blazers, 23 “Case | 
upcoming months, to} 


Histories,” 
Jan. 1, 1953. 


Burns and Allen: 15 begin June} 


26 at General Service. 

Jack Chertok: Shooting 52 
“Lone Rangers’; also teleblurbs. 
$1,200,000; another $1,000,000 
budgeted for upcoming deals this 
year. Shooting at General Serv- 
ice. 

Bing Crosby Enterprises: Shoot- 
ing four “Rebound” telepix; plans 


13 “Chair on the Boulevard” end | 


of June, 13 “Perry Mason” July 31, 
at RKO Pathe. 


Desilu: Begin 38 “Our Miss | 


Lucy,” also for CBS-TV, early Au- 
gust. 


Frank Ferrin: Shooting “Smilin’ | 
Ed’s Gang” through summer and} 


fall. 

Filmeraft: Shooting 39 “The 
Bickersons,”’ resume Groucho Marx 
series for NBC-TV Aug. 20. 

Flying A Productions: Plan 26 
“Range Riders,” 26 Gene Autrys, 
13. “Death Valley Days,” total 
budget $1,250,000. 


Gross-Krasne: Shooting 26 “Big | . = ; 
Town,” plan 18 more, at General | trouble the five criteria set up by | 
| the NPA today. Par has no Govern- 


John Guedel: Shooting 80 “Link- | ment contracts except for research, | 


Service. $750,000 budget. 


| Brooks” for CBS-TV June 36 at| 
General Service; resume “I Love | 





budgeted. ' 
TeeVee Co.: Roll 26 vignettes in 
August. $75,000 budgeted. 
Frank Wisbar: Shooting 23 more 
i “Fireside Theatre,” through No- 
vember, at Eagle-Lion studios, for 
|NBC-TV. $500,000 budgeted. 
| Jack Wrather: Shooting three 


fornia studios. 

United World Films: Resume 
|“The Fighting Man” series July 7 
at Universal, shooting 13. Also 
shooting teleblurbs. 

Ziv TV: Shooting 4 “The Unex- 
pected,” 4 “Boston Blackie” in 
| June: 7 “Cisco Kid,” 2 Unexpect- 
ed.” July 8 “Blackie,” August, 
land rolling various series through 
to end of year. 

William Boyd: Begins 52 “Hopa- 
‘long Cassidy” vidpix for NBC-TV 
at Newhall Aug. 1. 


Color Theatre TV 











| 














rence Chromatic tube, and for 
20th-Fox’s Eidophor large-screen 
system, which employs the CBS 
color .wheel. Chromatic can be ap- 
plied either to home or theatre 
tele. 

Par feels it can meet without 


letter and,ythe Kids” through to | so it has no problems on the regu- 


Jan. 1. $750,000 budget. 


lation that demands that color 


Interstate Television: Shooting | Work not delay production of mili-| 


Ethel Barrymore series. 

Edward Lewis: 
“Schlitz Playhouse of Stars” 
through July 1; begins 13 “Affair 
of China Smith” July 2; “Calamity 
Jane” series skedded. Shooting 
through Nov. 1. At Motion Picture 
Center studios. 

Phillips Lord: Shooting “Gang- 
buster” series for NBC-TV. 

Roland Reed: Shooting 7 more 
“My Little Margie,” 6 “Mystery 
Theatre” 26 “Trouble With 
Father,” plus “Rocky Jones, Space 
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Your Top TV 


Sales opportunity 








Wilmington, Del. 


In the market which has highest 


income per family in the country 


Kepresented Dy 


ROBERT MEEKER ASSOCIATES 


ce es 
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Shooting 13) : a 
charge of tele, said in New York |‘ ; 
jing the Republican and Democratic conventions next month. Pierre 


|; tary gear. 


(Paul Raibourn, Par v.p. in 


that the company wasn’t sure yet 

what form its activity in regard | 

to Chromatic would take. He said 

lifting of the ban would probably 

mean more extensive work by the 

company’s Oakland, Calif., plant.) 
Few Will Qualify 


applying to any type of color TV! 
equipment other than for home re- 
ception. The amendment also re- | 
moved the only NPA prohibition 
on production of a specific type of | 
end product. However, Henry H. | 
Fowler, .NPA Administrator, said | 
he expected that few producers will | 
be able to qualify to make color | 

Sen) Edwin C. Johnson (D.-| 
Colo.),*¢hairman of the Interstate | 
Commerce Committee, who has! 
played a leading role in the color | 
fight, expressed disappointment | 
with the order. “It's still inexcus- | 
ably restrictive,” he told Varrery, | 
“and will have the effect of stop- | 
ping color TV development. It will | 
result in a severe loss to television 
set purchasers.” 

Johnson is particuarly interested 
in seeing that Color television be 
brought to non-TV areas like Col- 
orado where new stations might 
begin operating in color and where | 
initial set buyers might purchase | 
receivers which would at least pick | 
ae. ootee broadcasts in black and 
white. 





The new NPA order apparently 
continues restrictions which pre- 


| vented set makers from designing | 


receivers to provide future protec- 


| tion against color broadcasts. It 





regulates not only home color sets 
but also “items solely designed to 
permit or facilitate the reception of 
color television.” 
Special OK Needed 

The order requires special per- 
mission to produce sets which can | 
receive color broadcasts “and of | 
products, attachments, and parts | 
for home-type television sets if 


’’ Andy” for CBS-TV through | 
| tion on the part of the labor nego-| August. 

tiators for the unions and guilds | 
to treat or look upon TV as an) «Cavalcade of America,” two com- | 


more “Boss Lady” vidpix, at Cali- 


Continued from page 1 = | 


|; such products, attachments, and 


: ! 
|of new firms and new develop- 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


In line with the many congratulatory shows being heaped on R 
Rodgers on the occasion of the composer’s 50th birthday, Wn 
| NBC web's N. Y. flagship, plans to devote an entire stanza of its mid. 
night-to-dawn “Music in the Air’ show this week to Rodgers’ tuna 
| Since much of the composer’s stuff has not been recorded, the station 
| for the first time will use live staff musicians on the show to play nich 
material. Show is aired nightly from midnight to 6 a.m. On ty 
Rodgers’ show, in addition to. the live music, there will also be me 
| lighted a number of show albums cleffed by the composer in associa. 
tion with either the late Lorenz (Larry) Hart or Oscar Hammerstein jy 
“Meet Your Match,” summer replacement in the 9-9:30 p.m 
NBC for Bob Hope, is being packaged by Jantone Enterprises 


ichard 
BC, the 





5iot on 


> . : outfit 
formed by emcee Jan Murray and his wife Toni) and Herb Moss, who 
will produce and direct the show. Stanza, which will be in a tandem 


with “Truth or Consequences,” will be a round-robin quizzer in , hich 
people of various occupations compete. Writers on the show are Siq. 
ney Reznick and Don Pringle. Show, handled by Music Corp. of A 

ica, marks Murray's first regular stint on NBC. Murray, incidenta}), 


goes into the Paramount, N. Y., July 1, same date the new airer starts 


CT 





Fortune Pope, prexy of WHOM, N. Y., and Italo-American newspaper 
publisher, got plush red carpet treatment on his visit to Italy. He was 
granted private audience with Pope Pius XII and as head of the Amer. 
ican section of the Naples World’s Fair was feted by Italian President 
Einaudi. Premier De Gasperi presented him with the Star of Solidarity 
| and the Italian Red Cross tendered a gold medal for his work as chair 
man of the U. S. campaign for Italian flood relief. 

U. S. Ambassador Elisworth Bunker also tossed a luncheon for him. 





Lt. Col. Robert P. Keim, former chief of Air Force radio-television 
section at the Pentagon, starts his new job as chief of Air Force Sec. 
tion, Armed Forces Public Information Centre, 90 Church street, New 
York, July 1. 

Keim helped develop the “Air Force Hour,” broadcast weekly for 
the past four and one-half years over Mutual. He also helped origi- 
nate the transcribed recruiting series, “Serenade In Blue,” currently 
broadcast weekly over 2,116 network and independent radio stations 

Keim will handle all air force press, but particularly radio and 
television. He is succeeded at the Pentagon by his former deputy, 
Capt. Cass Bielski. ' 
| Stereophonic broadcasting—the sound counterpart of stereoscopic 
photography—is suggested by Tele-Tech mag as a potential feature for 
stations with AM-FM setups. In picking up an orchestral program, if 
one mike is on the left side of the studio and feeds the AM transmitter, 
and a second mike is on the right and feeds the FM transmitter, then 
a listener who puts his AM set on the left and his FM set on the right 
of his living room will get the illusion of having the full orchestra 
spread out before him. 

Experiments of this ‘“‘three-dimensional” kind were carried out last 
month by KOMO, Seattle, and WGN, Chi. 
| 








Broadcast Advertising Bureau has been inked for Special Nielsen 
Service, putting at the radio-promotion outfit’s disposal information 
from the Nielsen radio index, coverage service and food-drug index 
services. 

BAB will thus get valuable data on AM and TV dialing habits, 
audience trends, reports on seasonal variations of packaged goods, im- 
| portance of the rural and small town markets in consumption of various 
product types, etc. 

Bureau is adding Walter E. Brown, who headed ad-promotion for the 
DuMont web and previously was with ABC, to work on national and 
local promotion. BAB had also added Marian Jackson, ex-Nielsen, as a 
research analyst. P 





| Radiodiffusion Francaise, the French Broadcasting System, has ar- 
ranged with NBC’s special events department for a daily five-minute 
shortwave broadcast to France from the Amphitheatre in Chicago dur- 


Grenesse, director of RDF in North America, will cover the political 
| powwows for the French web. 





Walter White, topper of the National Assn. for Advancement of Col- 
ored People, whose program is aired on WLIB, N. Y., and other sta- 
(tions, has lined up an interview with Sen. Richard Russell, who is a 


In an amendment of its order Candidate for the Presidential nomination, from Georgia. 
M-90 under which commercial col- | 
or TV was stopped last last Novem- | Estes Kefauver, Sen. Robert A. Taft and W. Averell Harriman. WIP, 
ber, NPA removed all restrictions Philly, has just been added to the station lineup. 

+ 


Negro spokesman has already aired or taped sessions with Sen. 





parts are designed solely to permit 
or facilitate, or are capable only of 
permitting or facilitating the re- 
ception of color television.” 

The order thus applies also to 
converters or adapters for existing 
sets. 

Permission to produce home 
color TV equipment, NPA said, will 
be given only in “the exceptional 
case” where the manufacturer can 
show: 

1. That he has made a substantial 
investment in research and devel- 
opment for color TV. 

2. That production of home color 
TV will not divert from the defense 
effort certain types of technical 
manpower. 

3. That work’on color will not 
delay production of electronic 52 Broadway New York 4 
products for the military. Telephone: WHitehall 4-1394 

4. That government contracts } = 
bl not be refused because of 
production of color TV equipment. || » ” in’ e in 

5. That no additional alislenente — oe ag ame cs ell 
of controlled materials will be re- | Neer agai agian 7 » okay il 
quired for color manufacture. || built, good condition, fireplaces, © 

Fowler said he thought there was || hest 4 baths; 10 acres landscoped: 
justification for criticism of the || "eer golf course; caretakers’ quorters 
previous order “on the grounds | gerage; stream borders property. Price 
that it discriminated against com- || $40,000; STONE’S- AGENCY, Cornwell 
panies devoted exclusively to the || N. Y., phone 3-6315. 
development of color television, 
and also interfered with the entry 


As @ Speculation, 
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Albert Black 
Television Productions 
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COMMON STOCK 


Offering Price 
15 Cents per Share 


Offering Circular ebtainable from 
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ments in the TV industry.” 
While the original M-90 order, 


he said, imposed no restrictions on | NBC-TV 
color research, “It prevented the | 


utilization of the practical results RCA-VICTOR 
of research in products for general Mat.: GUMMO MARX 


use,” 
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WISH’s Indpls. TV Bid | 


Indianapolis, June 24. 
Universal Broadcasting Co., own- | 









Congressional Radio Authors League 





rd — 

“ _—_——— soo escsees ahead ene |er and operator of WISH, Indi- | CS PO Pe 

. Republican, respectively, yt ve ee — ee hema basis , anapolis, has applied to the FCC a split when RWG walked out of a| sidered as part of the general re- 
a, iternate on weekly 8g ppropriated $50. | for a new Indianapolis television | national television parley. That| Vamp, and the rift seemed to have 


n, a ps a a hea . : 
on ga - constituency, with | 000 for the television studios, with been healed for the time being. 


station on Channel 8. Plans specify 


ch ing the 12%4-minute| an additional $72,000 for equip- | wee matte (conference then decided on the| ; 

reparing , a radiated power of 316,000 watts aie ee Ww jari- 
: fim Sen. William Benton Coreg | et crescent staff of seven | and a 1,000-foot antenna, |temporary TV jurisdictional setup, | Flog ant a a0 it 
> to Connection’ 6 TY eetuele won pe oe eee a pied will | WFBM-TV, Indianapolis, is oper- | still in effect, of assigning video) with SWG expressing w illingness 
IL sis pil Encyclopedia Britannica,| be 16m, and a limited library of ating with 30,000 watts and a 462-{ scripters to the ALA’s Television | to come into ALA as a full mem- 


foot antenna. WISH application for | Writers Group east of the Rockies| ber (rather than Its present af- 
tower and wattage is the maximum | and to the Screen Writers Guild’s| filiated status), but with some 
permitted by the FCC. Installation| TWG in the west. Subsequently | stipulations. These proposals are 
costs, including studio equipment, | ALA decided to call the reorganiza-| to be referred back to the com- 
will total $1,000,000. The tower | tion conference, which was finally! ponent guilds, with the likelihood 
would be the tallest structure in| held this month, in which tele! that further action will not take 


his OW : . . : a 
i: the Coars prepping the open-| stock shots will be maintained. The 


yn ng and closing commentary. Coars will probably expand their 

ine @ the | “borrowing” activities, using foot- 
age of other agencies when indi- 
cated. 


to the above, 
ngressional Radio Room _ has 
wed together six film shorts, 


In addition 


( 








, pieced aah 1 ert Coar Saar Ss 

. argely for a ae Latest “a deme | of this service cince 1985, saad cae Bete. questions were supposed to be con- place for some time. 

T po i One D. Robert Crosser | in motion picture sound, helping|~ — ee — —— ee eee 
wa8 o is using a 15-min- to equip almost every Hollywood 

g > . , , his bid for re-| Studio for the talkies and later 
ute labor short I ; turning his efforts to theatre sound 
election. ‘ . equipment. In 1935, the late Sen- 

ol Campaign Aid ator Capper of Kansas blazed the 





; The Republican members of | trail by coming to the new Coar 5 a e 
it Congress, equally video conscious, | recording studios to make a weekly e re S OW to : 
are using the facilities offered by | platter for home radio consump- < : 


ty “Shae . : : ; 
their National Committee, though | tion. So impressed was the solon 


Mi PMOL DE is aD 


the Coars have had some requests | with the knowhow of the Coars and 
. from Sen. Robert Taft for footage, | thé effectiveness of the radio re- 

and did make some shots of Sen./ port, that he approached the late 

James Duff (R., Pa.) promoting the | Speaker of the House Bankhead on | { % 
n Fisenhowé candidacy. On the| establishing a recording service on 2 ae et tance da am 
te Demmy side of the presidential | Capitol Hill. As a result, the Coars y | 6 | VU r if T : ju , a 
Ww hopefuls, Sen Estes Kefauver, par-| set up shop, operating independ- 

tially the product of the TV chan-| ently until about three years ago, 
r nels, makes constant use of avail-| when Congress voted to buy the 


% & 
able prints in the small film li-| equipment and take over the room he -D t t M k t 
y brarv the Coars now have. Aver-| with the Coars switched to the Con- i rn e e rol @ | r e 
' ell Harrtman has had some platters | gressional payroll. j 
d made with Rep. Franklin Roose- 


; ied Russell D. Ga Ts using 2 tv | ABC’S ‘MR. BROADWAY’ 
short made during the Miami pri- | 
maies. SET FOR JULY 10 BOW 





rt Though the Coars decline to take i , 
if credit for any campaign successes ABC program veepee Le onard 
: . Bests. J reat Reeg has set a new stanza, “Mr. 
’ the fact remains that Sen. William 9° Pp 
"6 : : Broadway, for the Thursday 8 
n Knowland, the Republican who slot tee radi ets. ‘etantd 
t swept to such sensational victory in | Da. es OS ee eee We eee 
a the recent California primaries. has | July 10. Show, which will consist 
been a regular user of the Coneres- |of yarns in the O. Henry tradition 
€ é gulé ! i. a] > ot j ab- 
i sional Radio Room for the past | and will be set im a Gothent eas 
aret, with singer Joan Brooks in 


three years with a weekly radio the cast as a chanteuse and her 
platter. Prior to the primary vot-| congs integrated into the dramas. 

ing, Knowland had about five week- Another new package is “Top of 
Pde oe et ss - Wiese ae the World,” transcribed interviews 
x use of wae i ' TV ad pr te ee | with Tom Reddy from the Empire 
All through ae by candicates.| State Building tower, which goes 
Al through his House and Senate | into the 11:15 a.m. strip. For the 
. career, Senator Kefauver has sent} «Corliss Archer” hiatus period 


: a weekly platter to Tennessee. | Sundays at 9:15-9:45 p.m., Reeg has 

Largest number of weekly plat-|skedded “Masquerade,” a musical 
, ters is sent out by Sen. Edward | ceries with Stewart Foster as vo- 
1 Martin (R., Pa.), who, at peak,| calist, Earl Wilde and Ruggiero 


mailed 82 every W eek to the state’s Ricci as soloists and Milton Cross 
stations These are prepared for|as emcee. Program starts Jul¥ 6. 
ay by the Coars, but sent out | 
y the office staffs of each member. | Eddi Fi h T S b 

‘ Interesting phenomenon of the | e risner V u 

current campaign is fact that, al- F P . P P 
ope there are a record number or atti age reem 

: eo the recording facilities, Singer Eddie Fisher, who’s ex- 
oe et rate remains | pected to be sent overseas soon 

e. us is because of fact| by the Army, will fill in for Patti 





ve once a member of Congress | page on the initial installment of 
; alien a canteens, he loses the | her new video show, which preems 
. the aire ne ublic service use of| next Tuesday night (1) on CBS-TV. 
a S waves. On the other hand, | Because she'll be working a date ASK YOUR 
embers who have never before! at Atlantic City’s Steel Pier the . “Kis 
, — the trek to the room are now | first week of the show, she won't HOLLINGBERY MAN 
Though th iS oil 7 take over until the second week. FORA MARKET MAGI 
) y Comress, entice is subsidized) Show, titled “Music Hall,” will BROCHURE 
ss, each member payS| be aired Tuesdays and Thursdays CONTAINS A 


~ 5 Eng his recordings. The| from 7:45 to 8 p.m. Lever Bros., 
) sores asis Will exist when the TV| for its Chlorodent toothpaste, is 
| 1 Is in full operation, with a| bankrolling through the J. Walter 


a.| 
DETAILS 


standard rate of $36.50 for the i 
. : J0. Thompson agency. Sub for Miss 
a minute and $10 for each sub-| Page on the second stanza hasn't 
sequent minute. Print must be| been selected yet. 
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Martin Exits Crosley 















































| . . . 7 
P, ; Cincinnati, June 24. MARKET MAGIC 1s 4 combination selling plan that ties your WWJ 
Dwight D. Martin, vice president 
and assistant general manager of on-the-air advertising to A&P in-the-store merchandising. It adds 
} : 
|the Crosley Broadcasting Corp., ait ae e . ee eee 
| has resigned to join General Tele- t vY¥ WV J power rful aelelne) sal waalolakdall>) dal: dir ct eye faohaaal: g 
| radio as vice president. mpact of point-of-sale promotion tn the 93 A&P stores dominat- 
| An attorney and a Navy veteran ; 
(of World War II, Martin joined agth Detroit area 
Crosley here in 1946. MARKET MAGIC advertisers who distribute their products 
Now starring on NBC’s — throuah A&P stores where Detroiters spend $100,000,000 annu- 
ALL STAR 
REVU 
s ‘ : Truman ‘Educates’ FCC Hy “are assured a one-week preferred position display tn each 
aturday’s 8-9 p.m., EDST Washinat J 24 : 

Mot.: " ashington, June fo $ ¢h 7 tores for any on: product re | Tatalelne| 13 Wey auals 
=. Witlom Mervie Agency President Truman, meeting : ; “= vem . . 
————— with members of the FCC at MARKET MAGIC. produces double impact from one 

the White House _ today _ a ae et Oe Gee eee ae odicm WWIOD 
POODLES (Tues.), congratulated them -aMpaig af one tow ce Oou”gn oO medium, WWJ, Ds 
Beautiful miniat on their decision to reserve a NBC stat 
Black 26 Grenn Gone member of television channels 
famous, international champion, exclusively for educational 
cuew MASTERPIECE purposes and warned them to 
mittee?’ house-broken. For Sale: be on their guard against the A 
Pens Gar a aake eres usurping of these channels by i 
ae any “selfish interest” groups. Raa, 
—— — Mr. Truman hailed the FCC M k 5 Ne AMM fa/ 
" decision as the “most impor- _ — — . oe + 
Dream House" For Rent || tant” it had ever rendered. . : re 
Bedford Vil., Westch. a hore he — y 
7rm., all 1 A the nation’s kids to get the - 
high ni Sot) CATES GONERS ON full benefits of TV’s educa- 


se itl—real country, 45 min. N. Y. 
od furnished. TV, station wagon, 
Res ecue, sun deck. 3 full months. 
sonable. i s 
Call VA 6-4340. 


tional values, the Prez reiter- 
ated that these channels must 
be reserved for educational 
uses “forever.” 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 





Nat (King) Cole-Billy May Orch: 
“Walkin My Baby Back Home”- 
“Funny” (Capitol), Nat Cole works 


over the standard, “Walkin’ My 
Baby.” in competent but conven- 
tional style with solid backing 
from the Billy May orch, but this 
slice is not likely to catch up to 
the supercharged Johnnie Ray ver- 
sion for Columbia. Cole’s job is 
too straightforward. “Funny” is a 
neat ballad with good chances via 
this sensitive Cole rendition. 

Lita Roza: “High Noon’-“Love, 
Where Are You Now” 
“High Noon,” from the pic of the 
same title, is a standout folk-styled 
ballad with sufficient drama to the 
lyric and melody to click in the 
wax market. Lita Roza’s atmos- 
pheric version should garner a fair 
share of the jock and juke spins. 
On the flip, she burns the torch 
too intensely in an overworked 
etching. 

Frank Sinatra: “Luna Rossa”- 
“Tennessee Newsboy” (Columbia). 
“Tuna Rossa,” adapted irom ihe 
Italian, is a big-sounding ballad 
with a pretentious English lyrie. 
Frank Sinatra, with pipes in trim 
for the tune’s wide range, gives 
it strong commercial impact with 
the help of a lush instrumental 
and choral background. Flip is 
in a novelty groove with a catching 


By HERM SCHOENFELD. 





(London). 








bounce beat, but altogether too | 
familiar in format. 
Elton Hayes: “Whistle My Love” 


-“Riddle De Riddle De Day” 
(Decca) . f 
the Walt Disney pic, “Robin 
Hood,” has strong chances and this 
cut by the British singer Elton 
Hayes should help send it winging. 
Hayes has a direct, ingratiating 
style with pipes tailored for this 
type of ballad. Bottom deck, from 
the same film, is special material 
with limited pop appeal. 

Doris Day: “When I Fall In 
Love”-“Take Me In Your Arms” 
(Columbia). “Love” is an impres- 
sive slow-tempoed ballad lucidly 
vocalled by Doris Day. It’s a rich 
slice which could easily fall inte 
the limbo of being “too good” for 
the’ current market. On the flip, 
Miss Day hits hard on the excel- 
lent oldie with fine backing from 
Percy Faith’s baton. 

Martha Tilton-Les Brown Orch: 
“Few and Far Between’-“You 
Forgot Your Gloves” 
While other bands may be getting 
more ballyhoo, the Les Brown or- 
ganization consistently delivers a 
topflight brand of swing music 
with unusually bright arrange- 
ments and precise executions. On 
“Between,” 


(Continued on page 46) 





The top 30 songs of week 


Director. Alphabetically listed. 


If Someone Had Told | Me 


Varsity Drag 





+ Filmusical. 





(more 4n case of ties), 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Index. 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 


I'll Walk Alone—t“With a Song In My Heart”. 


Songs With Larsest Radio Audience 


Survey Week of June 13-19 


based on 


A Guy Is a Guy. BRE cece sseacs SOW 
Am I In Love—t"“Son of Paleface” Fi er eee Famous 
Anytime... 00s ebke@eabsake oes Hill & R 
Be Anything (But ‘Be Mine). TEVeTerTe Sree Ee Shapiro-B 
>” eR re a eee a 66 Onan ae Mills 
Delicado ia 4. sea dud 0 4d aaa le gee eine ss 436.65 SE Remick 
r* For the Very First Time. ...........eeee-. NR Pe: Berlin 
SUNS GUE. «5 o.0p-<.4's:4 as. 0ps0s bb 40 6 cmeewan clon Advanced 
From the Time You Say Goodbye................ Pickwick 
INC Se oua Sota cue, & Vermamlalevatn he. xo ot PA acaee es oe kate 
Goin’ On a Hayride— _*! ‘Three Wishes for Jamie” . Chappell 
se 2 a er re ere .. Mellin 
NN I: 5d sok 0.3.6: Qoslededats eaediel coats eaeee Life 
B UMGOPARE. ......... wcdcndyecscsceesnesdagams Feist, 


.. Witmark 
.. Mayfair 


an, Rs 6. « Cars «0.0 « cinainee 0: RRA aie eens Algonquin 
Just a Little Lovin’ ee ry ee Py Pe er Hill & R 
he | Ee ee er eS RB age 5 Burvan 
OR eee ere, er Duchess 
NE Wks We tN: 5 6OR ARORA EKA VETERAN SESE ELENA Famous 
J SRS Ie ee oe ery ear Rs eerie Robbins 
SPE Te eO eT Te ee eae oe Marks 
ee Oe COE ocean dence teeta s ehaat cea Shapiro-B 
South Tee PT CTC OUR TET. Te eee rere Peer 
aw are L0OE By VO vasa scccccccase 4 6 er Remick 
Up and Down Mambo.. eee er bab ded ded te. Life 
Walkin’ My Baby Back Home. ere ry ee eee DeSvylva-B-H 
Seen. WONEREE. Co ..g..35. veka usetieee... Morris 
Whistle My Love—t“Robin BOOG . iss ckestadebkaas Disney 
Wem mever Walk Algme ...... ccsccscesccesccts Williamson 
Second Group 
CO... cutahas veerbedeiai< sek heasee Hill & R 
TRS COT tibia 6 «ba SWS R% Cd 6 alba ee bkowee be Alamo 
Ds. ck 6PM 2 Te els aad 60b5.00600 66 0a8 DeSylva-B&B 
Es voc CR a) shea enc dcéwwesdees Bourne 
In the Good Old Summer Time................5- Marks 
Ray BUT OWE o.oo 40.0 6ebdeedndiseccean Cromwell 
ween Sar BOGE. . .. cp inibanbanh acaweetaesekc estan Cosmic 
INO Tier Giste Pow Whe. 5 oak cvcdecdideeeiviccsves Peer 
POG POG... eda Shantkcoed a setedelescds veces Witmark 
Perfidia sebdnes ocudes cghwheweseesscees Leeds 
Plink Plank ‘Plunk. 5 oO die ak Re e.0e A ee ade he a eo Mills 
SM. 8 15k. 4.60 dna d oudabua acl Bhan eae Ae Sheldon 
eo OEE Pte ie re Beacon 
d,s 5 ‘dass Vanda ak ois baste Pace Robbins 
That's the Chance ‘You Wet 5. hak dda tend dv kalrd Paxton 


Valley Of Sunshine—*"Son of Paleface”.......... Famous 


There's Doubt In oe OE reer Broadcast : 
Es SE BOR oe 8 hice sch dad ¢ mabe dalnadwewecic Wemar 
n,n... Pachawweeewed soba Lauref 
We Fee WD OUI. a con ca bdwcdevctaviraneas Roncom 
boo Ae Be eae aicurel Weiss-B 
WHEE wk gether e ws Kase he eeot 6016 6sk sei ka ches Republic 
Top 10 Songs Oa TV 
BO” RR se eR eae, fae ee ie Famous 
Be Anything (But Be Mine) ee Pee pene aA nage Shapiro-B 
NLS 40.06 ed eh cds oc ca Bulbs dons node's cane Lion 
Delicado S55 CeMUR GHENT SLUMS had oe O08 ste bbebiecdk Remick 
mic Se Ce re rn tae: Advanced 
~. . #... _.. ” SSRST STe eS ae aged oa. Disney 
2 \\. =e ebe nen oooh i ek heen Feist. 
te OB RRR SSNS Stairs “rea asia Mayfair 
In the Good Old Summertime ................... Marks 
MS ad « Bat nate bs ctaded «6 ccadhs etl ee Famous 
FIVE TOP STANDARDS 
eR | SRR er sere RA ae, ? 
A Lovely To Look At ha 66h ead hie owueoeds eka sehen 
wes © Cirmnne Gm Lae. sino db ics bd aah coe cnn Miller 


bl ede 4 yells 60s ae DeSylva-B-H 
Alfred-H 


* Legit musical. 
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“Whistle My Love,” from | 


(Coral). | 


Martha Tilton fronts 
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TOP TALENT AND TUNES 




















Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Coin Machines 


as Published in the Current Issue 


Retail Disks 


for 














veloped from the ratio of points scored 
and three ways in the case of tunes (disks, coin machines, sheet music). 
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POSITIONS 
This Last 
week. week. 
1 1 
2 4 
3 he 
4 5 
4) 2 
6 3 
7 6 
8 8 
9 Me 
10 10 
POSITIONS 
This Last 
week. week. 
1 1 
2 3 
3 2 
4 4 
5) 5 
6 9 
1 ¢ 
8 7 
9 6 
10 8 


TALENT 


ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE 
BE, Cee |. CHB) iis 60s cc awecectde tocevess Here in My Heart 
PERCY FAITH (Columbia) ere Delicado 
JOHNNIE RAY (Columbia). ...............06-- Walkin’ My Baby Home 
LEROY ANDERSON (Decca)........... ‘ B'ue Tango 


GEORGIA GIBBS (Mercury)....... 
DON CORNELL (Coral) 

ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Columbia) 
VERA LYNN (Londen) 


WEEK ENDING JUNE 21 


NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder is 
arrived at under-a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de. 
two ways in the case of talent (disks, coin machines), 
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Retail Sheet Music 














. Kiss of Fire 
{I’ll Walk Alone 
)I’m Yours 
Ha'f as Much 


Auf Wiedersehn 
Sweetheart 


EENDIE. FISHER (Victor) ......ciceccecccecseses I’m Yours 
DORIS DAY (Co'umbia)...................... A Guy Is a Guy 


TUNES 


TUNE 
KISS OF FIRE . 
HERE IN MV HEART...... 
BLUE TANGO 
DELICADO 
I’M YOURS . 
HALF AS MUCH . 


WALKIN’ MY BABY BACK HOME ka SdhObe Ch ERbAw EA 
er eee ee Secdetcae Feleepiros 
Pe eEe rey Fri ees oe nid gy 08 ae sy Oe 
Pbdeeeehbusded eben ceehdstis: Ludlo 


BE ANYTHING . 
VPLL WALK ALONE 
A GUY IS A GUY 


CHRCECHSSCCHCEDAVS SO SCCEPCECRGBOAHEH6 CO CEH EHS S 66S SE 4 
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eCHPeeoGeeeese ee FSeeeesehe sees se servse oe ee eeee 6 soe 
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PUBLISHER 


Mil 


DeSylva-B- 


Mellin 


Remick 
Algonquin 
Acuff- 
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Survey of retail sheet music : Al 

¢e : ° a 

sales, based on reports obtained E §\9 a 

from leading stores in 12 cities y © £ eo 
and showing comparative sales a Si; & g 1 
rating for this and last week. 8 = e pe . 2 | & pi = E ri) 
elie EleiZ/c/Ele] | 2/5] | 
, eT ISTEVEISl2/<1g/8/4/5| & 
National Week Ending r 8 é z : eilzisi«lzi¢ =| p 
Rating eli it it IG lle lL ELS lale lei o 
June 21 sisleleleiclf lel ls iaigi : 
This Last : ele;cl/elFlel/ei(t} eles ie 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher eISISlslslelelslelela itis 
11 “Kiss of Fire” (Duchess)....... — pie. s 3 Oo - ¢ ees -3 110 
2. 2 “Blue Tango” (Mills)............ List es 3 fs Stee S46 101 
3 5 “Be Anything” (Shapiro-B)....... 10 4 4 444 Sy Sat ay ee 
Ee “I’m Yours” ” (Algonquin). . espe 6 te +: i xs. 63 
4B 3 “I'll Waalk Alone” Piss: C Moet 4 7 2 3 9 56 
5 3 “Here In My Heart” (Mellin)... .. STi... . te ee 2 8 St 
6 6 “Delicado” SE, ss henae es a ee ores ae we ko cai’ wrcel WE 
_7__ 9" “Half As Much” (Acuff-R)........ 9 rr . 2 eo ., 
8 8 “A Guy Is A Guy” (Ludlow)... ... i OS ae Ne ree: ees cm Set 
9 7 “Blacksmith Blues” (Hill-R)...... 9 9 810 6 § 0 t0.. 4. 2 
10 12 “Forgive Me” (Advanced)........ TO cero ce ms 7. 3 .. 3 
il “Auf Wiedersehn” (Hill-R)...... 6 ae 5 ~ 10 20 
12A_.._ “Walkin’ Baby Home” (D.B.H)... 8 2s. —g 12 
12B 11 “Anytime” (Hill-R).............. ee a 6 10... 
13 12” “Pittsburgh Penn” (Oxford)... 0 wees “9 . * 
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HITS NOW STAYING 


Bop Arrangements, 


On Standards Ruled Infringement 


Title Switches 








Another proadside has 
fred in the all-out battle which 
Harry Fox and his music publish- 
ing principals are waging against 
the record pirates. Last Wednesday 
(18) Judge Edward A. Conger, in 


N. Y. Federal Court, granted the 
extraordinary relief of a prelimi- 
_nary injunction in the action of 
Robbins Music against Robert S. 
Weinstock, individually and doing 
business as Prestige Record Co. 
and Prestige Music. 

As in the prior actions against 
paradox Industries, attorney Julian 
7. Abeles, for the plaintiff, estab- 
lished a legal precedent in_ the 
music business’ determined efforts 
to wipe out another phase of this 
mushrooming evil. Whereas the 
Paradox actions were directed 
against the pressings of counter- 
feit records from duped masters, 
the Prestige action is directed 
against the now prevalent device 
of employing a valuable popular 
song, changing the title sufficient- 
ly to avoid a claim of unfair com- 
petition. making a bop arrangement 
of the music to defy a note com- 
parison, and reconstructing the 
lyric with different verbiage but 
the same thought content. 

The alleged plagiarized song was 
“I’m In The Mood For Love” writ- 
ten in 1935 by Jimmy McHugh 
and Dorothy Fields for the Para- 
mount picture, “Every Night At 
Fight,” and recently featured by 
Paramount in its Martin and Lewis 
vehicle, ‘“‘That’s My Boy.” The al- 
leged infringing reeording of de- 
fendant was made by King Pleas- 
ure with the Teacho band original- 
ly released under the title “Mood 
For Love,” later changed to 
“Moody Mood For Love,” King 
Pleasure being credited as author 
and James Moody as composer. 

The music was difficult of com- 
parison, and of the 38 different 
lines in the lyric only a minor part 
might be said to resemble the 
plaintiff’s song. Abeles moved for 
a preliminary injunction upon the 
ground that if plaintiff should have | 
to await trial, defendant would be | 
enabled to reap the full benefits 
of the recording to plaintiff’s sub- 
stantial and irreparable injury. 

Pros and Cons 

The application was made upon 
the affidavits of Abe Olman and 
Harry Fox. The latter averred that 
defendant had made and was mar- 
keting such unlicensed recordings 
of an undeterminable number of 
Songs of various publishers, and 
that unless plaintiff’s application 
was granted the intrinsic and com- 
mercial value of plaintiff's song 
would be seriously affected. De- 
sendant through his attorney 
; illiam R. Berkson argued that de- 
endant’s song had been indepen- 


(Continued on page 46) 


DENIES MOBSTER TIES 
IN JUKEBOX OPERATIONS. 


. Washington, June 16. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

As a subscriber, I was shocked 
after reading the page one story 
June 11. where the inference was 
made that the jukebox god 


Was tied to mobsters and racket- 
eers, } 








wm am national treasurer of the. 
; send Operators of America, and 
a traveled the entire United | 
in tes talking with our members 
not erence to our industry. I do 
_know a single instance where 
% jukebox operator is connected 
with the rackets. 
: feel sure that it is not your 
ate to hurt any industry, but 
pone ghee has caused a lot of 
are usinessmen a great deal of 


in 


or atin I say, I know of no one, 
a's Syndicate, or mobsters, that 
jon affiliated or connected with 

yY jukebox operation that are 


embers of the Music Operators 
America, 


of 


Hirsh de La Viez 


been+ 


| ject to copyright, it does not re- 





(Treasurer, M. O. A., Inc.). 


Harry Fox to Europe 


Harry Fox, publishers’ agent and 
trustee, planed to Europe Sunday 
(22) on a three-week business trip. | 

Fox will set up synchronization | 
deals with foreign pix producers | 


and explore the coin remittance | 


situation on U. S. tune royalties, | 


Pubs Challenge 


‘Miracle’ Decision | 
In War on Pirates 


Chicago, June 24. | 
_ Chieago will be the next sector 
in the musie publishers’ war 
against disk pirates. Fortified by 
a two-year-old court decision in the 
Shapiro-Bernstein Music vs. Mira- 
cle Records, the pirates have been 
highly active in this town and have 
even defied Harry Fox, publishers’ 
agent and trustee, to take action 
against them. 


Fox accepted the challenge last 
week and commissioned attorney 
Julian T. Abeles to make a flying 
trip to Chicago, where Abeles en- 
gaged the firm of Arvey, Hodes 
and Mantynband to prosecute a 
series of infringement actions in 
which Abeles_ will cooperate. 
Abeles returned to New York this 
week. 

In the Miracle case, the Chi| 
Federal Court held that a phono- | 
graph recording of a song was a 
publication which threw it into the | 
public domain. That has been the | 
greenlight for the disk pirates. | 
The publishers are seeking to es- | 
tablish that, as a record is not sub- 














quire a copyright notice, and the 
ewner of a song controls all me- 
chanical reproduction rights under 
the Copyright Act. Fox, through 
Abeles and the Chicago law firm, 
plan to take the case to the Appel- 
late Court, if necessary, to estab- 
lish the publishers‘ case. 





UP LONGER 





TREND POINTS 1 
FALTHY FUTU 


Music publishers and_ record 
se a execs are pointing to the 
“longer life’ of the pop hits this 
year as an indication that the 1 Vaughn oo a yg ed 
music biz is reversing field with | ast —s Mockin ” : 
sturdier output. In the past couple | click, is cleffing a theme song for | 
of years the majority of pop entries | - ss nag eee] —_ ae 
would be in and out of the market b Ow, oe ie Ji ok R “a 
within the short space of two. or te for his J. 3. BR abi “ee ao 
three months. This year, however, ams Me ees Seane will a nay Ba “Rum 


it’s been evidenced that the tunes oe 
are getting a longer ride which — Coca-Cola” calypso doggerll 
idiom. 


allows for heftier sheet and record 
It’s understood that one of the 


sales. 
The disk jockeys around the| Major disk companies is setting up 
the Arnaz-Bail team to wax the | 


country also report a lengthier span 
in a tune’s lifetime. The jocks, | tune. 
who've been blamed for shortening 


the run of a click song by constant e 
replays, are giving the current crop 
the same treatment but they’re Revised ASCAP 


holding up better under the strain 
Long-pending move to modify 


of repeat spins. Requests from 

dialers for repeats on clicko items 

now run from about four to six 

months. Although few of the disk- 

ers or pubbers claim that the 
the publishers’ classification setup 
in the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers is 
currently in its final stages as a re- 
sult of intensive committee meet- 


| = 


i. 
p< 

















‘Lucy’ Theme Song 











SPA, MPPA in Initial Settlement 
F Of Writer-Publisher Problems 


+ First installment in a project to 


correct writer-publisher problems 
on a longterm basis was made this 
week with the agreement between 
toppers of the Songwriters Protec- 
tive Assn. and the Music Publish- 
ers Protective Assn. on a series of 
questions affecting song book mag- 
azines. Both SPA and MPPA are 
recommending acceptance. of the 
settlement to their respective mem- 
berships. 


Agreement. covers the sensitive 
point of the publisher payoff to 
writers for royalties received from 
song lyric magazines. The 1947 
SPA basic minimum agreement ex- 
plicitly gives the writers a 50% 
cut in such royalties but prior to 
that publishers followed no set 
procedure in paying off the cleffers. 

Settlement recommends that 
publishers who, prior to 1947, had 
a clear agreement with writers 
covering the use of lyrics in song 
mags would have to make no fur- 
ther adjustment. Publishers whe 
made payments to writers at a reg- 
ular rate but without a clear agree- 
ment were advised to pay a straight 
50% of what the publisher received 
from 1942 through 1946 but in ne 
event to pay more than $25. From 
1947 onwards, the SPA contract 
provisions take over. 

For the third category of pub- 
lishers who licensed tunes for song 
mags but did not pay writers regu- 
larly or at all, the agreement rec- 





writers today are turning out stand- 
ings for the past couple of months. 








ard catalog material, they believe 
that the calibre of the output is 
on the upgrade. 
Market is also broadening to the 
point that a new tune doesn’t have 
to hit with immediate impact for 
a payoff. Unlike past years when 
a song had no chance if it didn’t 
come out with a big splash, a tune 
now has the opportunity to build 
(Continued on page 46) Although discussions along this 
line have been going on for years, 
LIEBERSON T0 EUROPE top board members have been 
pushed into amending the ASCAP 
ON PHILLIPS CO. TIE| payoff system due to a series of ar- 
; , ._ | bitration victories by member firms 
Records exee veepee. planed to Eu. | Which were protesting their avail 
rope Sunday (22) to wrap up Co- | ability Senge. vail 
lumbia’s deal with the Phillips Co. | It’s understood that the avail- 
of Holland. Under the new setup, | bility factor, which presumes to 
the Phillips Co., one of the world’s | Fate the value of tunes in terms of 
largest electronic manufacturers 
which is now branching rapidly | : cots 
into the platter field, will handle | der this system, a new : 
Columbia’s masters in the British | Would get one point per pertorm-| 
and European markets. Deal re-|4nce; 8 four-year old tune. two 
places the reciprocal agreement | Points, etc.; up to a maximum of 
between Columbia and Electrical |four or five points. New system) 
& Musical Industries (EMI) of Eng- is designed to satisfy both the 
land. | younger publishers and the old line 
Lieberson will be abroad about | firms which want to continue the | 
six weeks also 0.0.ing the Euro- | weighting of old songs in their cat-| 
pean and talent scene. alog. 





_anty If) Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


1. HERE IN MY HEART (5) ( 


2. KISS OF FIRE (8) (Duchess) 


3. WALKIN’ MY BABY BACK HOME (5) (DeSylva-B-H) 


4. DELICADO (4) (Witmark) 


5. HALF AS MUCH (2) (Acuff-R) .. 
I’M YOURS (7) (Algonquin) 


7. PLL WALK ALONE (9) (Mayfair) ....cccccccccscccecs 


8 BLUE TANGO (18) (Mills) 


9. AUF WIEDERSEHN SWEETHEART (1) (HilI-R)... 


LOVER (1) (Famous) 


A GUY IS A GUY (9) (Ludlow) 


BE ANYTHING (6) (Shapiro-B) 


BLACKSMITH BLUES (11) (Hill-R) .. 


MAYBE (Robbins) 


WHEEL OF FORTUNE (17) (Laurel) ..... ee 


FORGIVE ME (7) (Advanced) 


PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA (6) (Oxford) .... 


SUGARBUSH (Schirmer) 
YOU (Republic) 

CARIOCA (T. B. Harms) 
SMOKE RINGS (Amer-Acad) . 
ANYTIME (14) (Hill-R) 
ME TOO (Shapiro-B) 


Week of June 2i 


FOFOOFFF F440 +! 


ommends a $59 per use fee to 


| writers or a straight 50% compu- 


jtation plus an additional 25% to 
| writers for the collection fee. One 
, of the key points in the settlemengeg 
|was its coverage of a period start- 
ing from 1942. Initially, it was 
|feared by some publishers that 
| SPA would insist upon probing 
| publisher books into the indefinite 
| past. 

| It’s understood that SPA plans 
|to bring other problems before a 


| prestige, will now be based on an|representative industry group such 
| exclusively mathematical basis. Un- jas the SPA-MPPA execs. One acute 
number | beef among writers is the practice 


of publishers to deduct exploitation 
costs from their royalty payments, 
In many cases, the writers are not 
even informed of this deduction 
and are pressured into accepting a 
fait accompli. 

Another facet of this week's set- 
tlement covered the question of the 
British income tax refund. Follow- 
ing the war, British excess withheld 
taxes remitted to publishers for 
royalties on songs in Britain. Many 
pubs pocketed this rebate without 
divvying with the writers. The set- 
tlement advises pubs to pay a pro 
portionate share of the refund to 
writers. At the same time, the pubs 
may .credit against such refunds 





Mellin) 170 Pe er re ae BBS 
a e in ee ee eee eeeaeeeeeee eer eeeeer Tony Bennett eescee..- Columbia 
cones Gibbs .........Mercury 

eee bdc'u eh bao cba don ceeds lo CE EI d4608 4635.50, oe 
UTony Marten oc cccecess ss ViCTr 


Johnnie Ray ,........Columbia 
{ Percy Faith ..........Columbia 


osseee $9052 0002S eUUVETUUT Use o< 1 Sian Kenton .......... Capitol 

ccccccccccecéecccccceces Rosemary Clooney ....Columbia 

"-§Don Cornell ............ Coral 

oh aie secceccescccsccecsecserss ) Bddio Fisher ............Victor 

BOS GI Sinn 6s 60:00 000 Coral 

****) Jane Froman ..... . ...Capitol 

{ Leroy Anderson ......... Decca 

ii Ride Seas eee teseeesee** ) Hugo Winterhalter °° * Wistar 

bean Oe oo ee See London 

} ed DERG CERT) Tae dudccasavesa ‘te . Peggy Lee-G. Jenkins ....Decca 
Second Group 

(Anco ‘ eceseehene beb6660e's Doris Day eee ee. 

{Eddy Howard ........ Mercury 

C#UCCHI REESE SC SESEOSEV ES S907 DE CY seeee Kes Columbia 

cédcecacvccoccsencosancence ee CREE PEO .nn0.ss. Cee 

: enepeecceccsececgceoooscons “iene are, sc0ceh ee 

cp ced'oesseveseesssle. Gt MY Beni cenes « .. Capitol 

cosccece . aes Fuher Victor 


Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia 
Frankie Laine-D. Day. .Columbia 


eeeeeeeeeereee 


shécnacpe bcs deawetaesends « Sammy Kaye ........ Columbia 
senness vone errr r rere y. . « | Bes. Peel... 1s-sdeein 3. SO 
then écccccetenscscececcocoeese Be Qube Fe .51aeee 
Rwerrr: rt. Os adnan cne ee andesedekeek Pee 
dade sentence tha sceoeses Ptveneees Kay Starr ............-.Capito 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10) 


SFEFFEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEFFEFFFEPEEE ES FEET TEPESEPEPESEEEOTE E+E EFCEEEGS leased sometime in August. 


the writers’ share of any Australian 
income tax which the publisher 
heretofore has been required to 
pay. 


DFCCA ISSUING ‘F.D.R.’ 
DOCUMFNTARY ALBUM 


Timed for the Presidential elec- 
tion year, Decea Records is issuing 
a documentary-type album framed 
around the eareer of the late 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. Set, titled 
“The Voice of F.D.R.,” will include 
excerpts from President Roose- 
velt’s most important speeches, be- 
ginning with his inaugural address 
in 1933. 

Quentin Reynolds does a special 
narration tying the excerpts to- 
gether, and Victor Young has ar- 
ranged special background music. 
Arthur Lane produced, with the al- 
bum liner containing a forword by 
Robert Sherwood, originally writ- 
ten following the death of the« 
President. Set is being released 
on both 33 and 45 rpm speeds. 








M-G-M Builds Roster 
Further bolstering its roster of 
instrumentalist pactees, M-G-M 
Records last week inked pianist 
Lou Weertz and harmonica player 
| Jon Tilmans to longterm deals. 


Their intial etchings will be re- 
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-_. from the forthcoming Broadway Musical 





Watch for the GREAT 
RCA VICTOR 


ORIGINAL CAST ALBUM 


coming your way! 
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47-4830 








. oe 
= = 
nn alae 5. BE 


oe a 





















Sts 


none i Par gigs rage 


eeepet 


eens 





Sn ee 






































44 ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


Wednesday, June 25, 1959 





Band Managers Launch New Assn. 
To Make Public More Orch Conscious 


The multi-faceted music biz cam-+ 


paign to reestablish the importance | 





.-Disk Companies’ Best Sellers 


CAPITOL 


1. 


2. 


ARTIST 
IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMERTIME... .Lez Paul-Mary Ford 
SMOKE RINGS 


TAKE MY HEART .. 
I NEVER CARED 


I’M CONFESSIN’ ......secceeees 


Al Martino 


’ . i. . 
prigiance bands and dance music|  Col’s Jazz Reissues op TS Be ae Kay Starr 
began rolling last —S with a Further dipping into its back 4. y ae ainee bee evs ; voveese } 
-mation of an association . ng RS ANN: r : — 
tne publed more “orch conscious.” | catalog of jazz masters, Columbia 5. WALKIN’ MY BABY BACK HOME....... Nat (King) Cole 


The new org, which is as yet un- 








Records is reissuing five disks in 



































FUNNY 








| 
| 
i 


| 
| 


| been marketed in the U. 





Victor HMY Disk | 
Catalog for US 


His Master’s Voice, RCA y 
British disk affiliate. 
catalog available in th 


ictor’s 
W1l make jt. 


hee eee € U.S. un 
a new distribution deal with View” 


Although some HMV disks h.. 
ae S. through 
specialized dealers on an individys) 
basis, this deal marks the fret 4. 




















. gop rst tj ne 
tagged, is an all-industry attempt | yuty by Louis Armstrong, Count | | that the British diske: entering 

: fuel t the growing band . . ee . . | the U. S. longhair market 

to yer fuel to , wv anated ae Basie, Bessie Smith, Jimmy Lunce- | COLUMBIA HMV disks. which : 
i ybe: ja a coor ate F : 4 | ‘ 4 , ocala € issued 
alae a: . ford and Cab Calloway 1. BOTCH-A-ME A PR he etn aT wee Rosemary Clooney Pby Victor on both 33 rpm sit a 
Groups which have an economic Reissues will be handled on the . ON THE FIRST WARM DAY : ts | rpm disks, represent om ca 
stake in the orch and dancing field| Oxeh label, Col’s subsid in the z 2. WALKIN’ MY BABY BACK HOME Johnnie Ray | most important cat logs in 
are being lined up for representa bl nd rhythm field i+ VE ME TIME | world. Entry of HMY\ nto ¢ 
“1 ’ >S an Nn u eid. P VAR 4 i TT J > ic 1 

tion in the association. The asso-|” Pa a ee eatin ? GI “ %” . eyecare ee Rosemary Clooney U. S. field is recognition of ti, 
ciation is aiming for participation 3. HALF AS apne Ra ene Le ee huge growth of the longhair p 

; aa ; as bs sader ° -OOR WHIP ALL ket since the advent of the < 
from such groups as bandleade1 . F alia | the s 
band managers, a — Nero S 500,000 Suit 4. en ree MO: Tee E Toe ee Percy Faith Fat tema en oy years ago, 
companies, record aistridutors, | e ° un or i antkia sail | Af Shipping Costs, 
ballroom operators, night club and Against ZaBach Claims. 5. HIGH NOON (Uréheseceeh Oakes chad Frankie Laine | breakage and narrow potential 4. 
hotel operators, trade mags, danc- | é o.9 F + ROCK OF GIBRALTAR | tracted few overseas labels in this 
ing schools, disk jockeys, or Deceit on Hot Canary | country. 

7 : -ecor alers, rTadio- ~ -_ - 

TV ae ioe ge gubtishers. On the heels of last year’s “Hot CORAL : ‘ornell ? 

Through a cooperative plugging | Canary” click, fiddler Paul Nero, 1. THIS IS THE BEGINNING OF THE END...... Don Cornel Anderson 5 ‘Blue Tango’ 
campaign, which is still to be for-| of Capitol Records, has brought a I CAN’T CRY ANYMORE 

mulated, the association expects to | $500,000 damages action in N. Y. ®. AUF WIEDERSEHN, SWEETHEART .... . Ames Brothers Passes | ANN ann we ' 
establish the business on a firmer | Federal Court against Florian Za- BREAK BANDS THAT BIND ME SVUU,UUU Mark 
basis than it has been in the past| Bach, of Decca Records, charging | ta UN ee Don Cornell Breaking through the pop ; 
10 years. \the latter with “deceiving the pub- | : MY MOTHER'S PEARLS | ket despite the accent on vocalists 

At. the initial conclave Friday | lie” by billing himself as the “Hot | ee, we é p Teresa Brewer | Leroy Anderson’s slice of his own 
(20) Dick Gabbe, of Gabbe, Lutz| Canary.” Nero claims that he is} 4. KISSES ON aaa sin tn AIAN, . ; | instrumental composition, “B)ye 
& Heller, was appointed temporary | originally associated with that it I HEAR THE BLUE BELLS NG eee Tango,” has passed the 1.000 00 
chairman. A committee comprised | monicker, having written the tune | 5. VLL WALK ALONE eee Don Corne |'mark for Decea Records inden, 

“e » various groups| by that title. ZaBach, however, THAT'S THE CHANCE YOU TAKE son, currently a captain with } 
of reps from the vari g k \ j } , currently a captain with the 
was also selected to develop anj|cashed in on the tune’s click on 4 | U. S. Army Intelligence Divisio; 
operational program for the asso-| wax with his Decca release. DECCA will be presented a gold-plats 
clation Nero charges ZaBach with repre- 1. BLUE TANGO , Catan aaa ets ea es Leroy Anderson platter next week. 

eee senting himself to the wy. di- BELLE OF THE BALL | een oe off relatively 
“A. 6]: ’ rectly and otherwise, 23 the com- = Pe Lee-G. Jenkins slowly, “Blue Tango” climbed into 

RCA’s Nipper Albums nage ‘of the Canary” tase, thast? * LOVER | wo wy apap eggy elisa wallonar ptnbery 

Two “Little Nipper kidisk al- | “confusing and deceiving the pub- s tit bbe iy Gus Ls bard ago and is still riding at the top 
bums are being recorded by Steve |jic according to the complaint. 3. BLUE TANGO iat SAREE a fe of the current Decca listings 
Cariin from scripts by Martin | Nero also alleges that ZaBach is AT LAST, AT LAST : SE 
Weldon, developed from the RCA | anticipating him on his personal}~ 4, PRETTY AS A PICTURE ................. Mills Brothers | | 
Victor “Littié Nipper’ trademark | appearance tours, thus causing WHEN YOU COME BACK TO ME | Victor S Hershey Huddle 
which is ascribed to the juvenile | gnancial damage. Included in the 5. WABASH BLUES ...... Andrews Sisters-Russ Morgan r ¢ , 
recordings. = ; _p» {complaint is another charge that LINGER AWHILE | RCA Victor's top echelon execs 

Titled “Little Nipper Fire Chief la flock of Nero’s recent composi- convened in Hershey, Pa this 
and “Little Nipper and the RR tions, such as “The Cold Turkey” MERCURY | week to set company policy 
Train, the sound-effects appeal of |and “Frustrated Woodpecker” have Nik, 4 ms ithe next six months. The policy 
fire os 2 — ga are | been absorbed into ZaBach’s reper- 1. og hy bt Georgia Gibbs | confabs th held semi-annually, 
anor Ene ae eee toire. ! NG NG | Last time the powwow was in At- 

a” i a »sides damages, Nero is aski 2. ONCE IN A WHILE ............... Patti Page 2} lantie City. 

Redd Evans, Jefferson Music| , Besides damages, rere eaBache | I’M GLAD YOU’RE HAPPY WITH SOMEONE ELSE | Walter A. Buck, RCA Victor 
head, off to Europe early in July | for an injunction against ZaBach's | \ ‘ le iit: Gi iiteeral seseaee 
with aim of setting up subsid billing himself as “The Hot Ca- ee Se OE ws cds bees > bi tc ce whee Eddy Howard vice prexy and general manager, 
firms in England and France. “nary.” SHE TOOK b». ape Tae aisk aia . 

SES ae 4. AUF WIEDERSEHN SWEETHEART Eddy Howard Se ae a division, 
I DON’T WANT TO TAKE A CHANCE > oleae 
ef gs FR gS re Patti Page a 
'E WHERE ARE YOU NOW 
| LOVE WHERE ARE YOU N A Solid Ballad Hit! 
\{ M-G-M sana ang? 
1, WHAT IS THIS THING CALLED LOVE? Fran Warren ; * v4 ’ 
WISH YOU WERE HERE Neral ‘ ae 
2. KISS OF FIRE .... -......Billy Eckstine 2 dd 
NEVER LIKE THIS 
| 3 HOLD ME CLOSE TO YOU... .ccsiccccces Billy Eckstine 
IF THEY ASK ME 
ee a? Re Jack Fina and Orch, [ 
SOUTH 
5. HARLEM NOCTURNE ....... David Rose and Orch - . 
ON A LITTLE COUNTRY ROAD IN SWITZERLAND 
RCA VICTOR 
NN gy eg BRO PR eee eee PP eee ee. Eddie Fisher 
JUST A LITTLE LOVIN’ 
2. LADY’S MAN . + sesevessoses kaRk Snow it's Music by 
MARRIED BY THE BIBLE, DIVORCED BY LAW 
3. MAYBE “CLO 5 eee Perry Como-Eddie Fisher LER 
WATERMELON WEATHER JE | 
4. SLOW POISON Bing Mere Cee Te Johnnie & Jack oe 
HEART TROUBLE Program Today Yesterdays 
| 
5. THAT’S THE CHANCE YOU TAKE....,..... Eddie Fisher 
FORGIVE ME | ACK 
pan | 
PHP EEEE SEPP PPPPP PPPs tos 444464646446464444646464644444444. | 
| 
° ? e Harry Belafonte began a two- YOu 
‘Frizzell $ Mgr. Claims | week engagement at the Alham-| 








A-CHUGGIN’ IN MY 
HEART 


THE GREATEST NAME 


MARION MORGAN 


SINGS 
THE LITTLE TRAIN + THERE’S A CLOUD 


MGM11219 


M-G-M RECORDS | 


IN MY VALLEY OF 
SUNSHINE 


K11219 


IN ENTERTAINMENT 


Jack Starnes, Jr., has sued we. 
liam Orville (Lefty) Frizzell, folk! » 


| entert 


and has asked for a court order to | 
prevent Frizzell to make public ap- | 
pearances without Starnes consent. 


The 


for June 30 for a temporary in- | 
junction. 


Frizze 
Ac 
ary, 1 


tract contained a two-year renewal 


| bra, Cleveland, yesterday (Tues.) | 
256 Contract Breach . . . Sidney Peltyn orch will play 
a 


Green's Hotel, 
Beaumont, Tex., June 24. |N. J., during July and August . 


Pleasantdale, | 























ainer, for $25,250 damages 













hearing has been scheduled 


Frizzell 





Starnes contends that eee 
has repudiated a contract under Vera lynn ..---- 
| which Starnes was to serve as Ames Brothers i 
| Manager and in promotions for Hugo Winterhalter 
the singer in return for 50% of 


ll’s earnings. 


ontract was signed in Janu- 
951 for one year. The con- 







‘ Eddy Howard 


Another BMI Pin-Up Hit! 
* AUF WIEDERSEH'N, SWEETHEART 


Published by Hill & Range 
Recorded by 


Billy Shepard . (Victor) 
Champ Butler-Percy Faith. ... 
Guy Lombardo ...--++eee*"* Femara 


re a ee es 


De Marco Sisters...-+++e7*"""*" 


eeeevoevver? 


"(London ) 
(Coral) 


bia) 
wero ) 


(MGM) 





NEW YORK 36. N.Y 


701 SEVENTH AVE 





of option which the manager ex- 
ercised this year. The contract 
,calls for arranging public appear- 
ances, bookings and 50% on rec- 


ord royalties, compositions and ar-, 








| rangements, 









BROADCAST MUSIC INC. 


NEW YORK 


*Non-exclusively licensed by BMI 
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GREAT MOTION PICTURE and a 

best-selling record album are the stars of an 
exciting sales promotion story... the story of 
Capitol’s Jane Froman album, how it became a 
nationwide hit preceding the success 


of 20th Century-Fox’s magnificent film 
“With A Song In My Heart’. 


Two weeks after the album was released 


THIS ALBUM introduced millions it appeared on the best-selling polls— 
of people to Jane Froman’s dramatic screen biography. 
Carefully planned with 20th Century-Fox, the timely and in a brief time was top 
use of film advertising art, recorded interviews, 
and dealer previews marshalled all the album in the country! 


power of Capitol’s entire sales force. 





MILLIONS OF RECORD BUYERS, reviewers, disc jockeys, and dealers, were reached 
by a highly coordinated campaign which proclaimed the beauty and drama of “With A Song In My Heart”. 
Stimulating features in Capitol’s widely read publications... posters, streamers, hangers, brochures, thousands 
of window displays — saturated the market 
with news of the sensational companion hits. 


(Pee, 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


-VARIETY 


~~ 


Wednesday,’ June 25, 1959 











MERCURY 
HEAT WAVE 
SCORCHES 
NATION 


FIVE TOP HITS! 


‘AUF 
WIEDERSERN 
SWEETHEART 


Eddy Howard 


No. 5871 and 5871x45 


TAKE MY 
HEART’ 


Vic Damone 


No. 5877 and 5877x45 


‘ONCE IN 
A WHILE 


Patti Page 


No. 5867 and 5867x45 


‘30 MADLY 
IN LOVE’ 


Georgia Gibbs 


No. 5874 and 5874x45 


‘NEVER 
LEAVE ME’ 
THE MASK 
IS OFF 


Richard Hayes 


No. 5872 and 5872x45 































































































































































































\the band with a rhythm vocal that 
| sells. Reverse is a straight instru- 
|mental on which Brown demon- 


| strates his variety of orchestral 
| coloring on a fair tune. 

| Les Baxter Orch: “Padam 
| Padam”-“Auf Wiedersehn, Sweet- 
| heart” (Capitol). “Padam” is an- 
‘other Continental-flavored tune 
which is stirring some interest on 
| wax. Les Baxter's orch and choral 
arrangement of this tune is disap- 
pointing with its repetitive use of 
the title words. Vera Lynn’s slice | 
for London, however, is firstrate | 
land rates plenty of jock and -juke 
| spins. On the Capitol reverse, Bax- 
| ter’s crew delivers an effective ver- 
| Sion of “Auf Wiedersehn,” a Brit- 
ish import. 

Toni Arden-Jan Arden: ‘‘Where 
| Did The Night Go”-“Blow Out The 
| Candle’ (Columbia). “Night,” 
| from the legit musical, “Wish You 
| Were Here,” is a promising entry 
|in the pop sweepstakes. This slice 
| by Toni and Jan Arden bows it 
| strongly with a nicely balanced 
duet. “Candle,” based on. a folk 
| theme, is a cute item with a clever 
ilyric. This side could be the big 
one. 


Frances Wayne-Neal Hefti Orch: 
|““Do You Care”-“Siboney” (Coral). 
|The Wayne-Hefti team has been 
| grinding out a consistently good 
| brand of wax recently. “Care,” 
j|however, is below their usual 
standard, the tune getting a rou- 
| tine workover. Miss Wayne and 
,the orch are far more effective in 
'the vivid rendition of the Latin 
| standard, “Siboney.” 











Jimmy Hilliard, Coral Records 
| artists and repertoire chief, heads 
| to Chicago this week for his initial 
cuts with Two-Ton Baker, a new 
pactee, 








bell-Connelly Music, British pub- 
lishers, heads back to England 
today or tomorrow (Thurs.) after a 
flying visit to the U. S. to see the 
current Broadway revue, “New 
Faces.” His firm is publishing the 
score, by Ronny Graham, June Car- 
roll, Arthur Siegel, Sheldon Har- 
nick and Michael Brown. 

Bernard Delfont is scheduled to 
produce “New Faces” in London al- 
most immediately, deal having 
been agented by the Lew & Leslie 
Grade agency, hence Connelly’s 
quickie flight fo the U. S. 








Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending June 14) 
London, June 18, 1952 

Auf Wiederseh’n..... Maurice 
Blacksmith Slues....Chappell 
Ay-round The Corner... Dash 
Never eee CCS 
Won’t Live in Castle Connelly 
Tell Me Why..........Morris 
Wheel of Fortune .. Victoria 
There’s Pawnshop. .Cinephonic 

F.D.&H. 


re. Pere ae 

Unforgettable .... Bourne 
Be Anything......Cinephonic 
Be Life’s Companion. . Morris 


Second 12 
PRS 2 Ae .. .Pickwick 
Gandy Dancers’ Ball. .Disney 
A Guy Is a Guy........ Leeds 
Slow Coach ...... .. Sterling 
Kiss of Fire .........Duchess 
Saturday Rag ........ Fields 
Anytime .. . eee... Victoria 
Blue Tango.............Mills 
Mistakes cx beens Wright 
Please Mister Sun...Chappell 


Dance Me Loose.... 


gna 
At the End of Day.. 


a 
.Chappell 





7 - _ 4 
RIETY Z f1 |gls|/./8 
Survey of retail disk best pe P] g els a 
sellers, based on reports ob- g a 8 a|'s 2 g 2 2 
tained from leading stores in Siteleisialelelalez HIS] ¢ 
12 cities and. showing com n gSiflz 8 8 $ 2 sl#ilzlalo 
parative sales rating for this & sis Tors ei cs = 4 
and last week. e| ¢ sia2/;8/8 5 els|e] 3 a| A 
ei2/Q/s|/SiS@lislel/st /eslslri nu 
Slellielzidisigilifials 
i - = —_ 
sation Week Ending Liele/alele|yialelZiélal z 
eating =~ June 21 rele Libel lieiSi dial 3 
” ~lel<|siaie(siel<|alel3| x 
This Last o|s SiZrelse isis | Slaelisia z 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title ZIOim IBIOIZlvoalionini¥ial&i § 
~, PERCY FAITH (Columbia) 
1 4 “Delicado”—39708 ..........--- ; 8 ¢-9 4. .924 8 2 4-2 2 ee 
AL MARTINO (BBS) = 
2 1 “Here in My Heart”—101........ ios ee oe Ee oe ee 1 $ 8s 
LEROY ANDERSON (Decca) 
3 3 “Blue Tango”—40220 i eae ee See Se oa 2: St oe 3 67 
JOHNNIE RAY (Columbia) 
4 6 “Walking My Baby Home”—39750 6 .. Bk” 4, Se 2 8 4 37 
VERA LYNN (London) 
5 7 “Auf Wiedersehn”—1227........ .. 2. -- 1 3 5 38 
, GEORGIA GIBBS (Mercury) 
6 2 “Kiss of Fire”—5823 9 8 Bs 5 2 30 
> ——pON CORNELL (Coral) 
7 5 “Pm Yours”’—60659 Hseteeeess wat 6 3 9 8 4 29 
ROSEMARY CLOONFY (Col) 
8 8 “Half As Much”—39710......... 4 . 8-4.“ 7% 6 2 28 
a TONY MARTIN (Victor) : 
9 “Kiss of Fire’”—20-4671 seseeee 1 4 1 27 
th il “~EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
10 9 “I’m Yours”—20-4680... 2 3 6 7 26 
ek DORIS DAY (Columbia) : 
11 13 “A Guy*ls a Guy”—39673 Sede 5  & s. 25 
i TONI ARDEN (Columbia) prem 
12 15 “Kiss of Fire’—39737 see 1 1 20 
‘7 ~~ PEGGY LEE-G. JENKINS (Decca) : 
13A 10 “Lover’—28215 en 5 15 
—p COMO-E. FISHER (Victor) 
13B 12 “Maybe”—20-4744 IRI 2 7 #15 
ELLA MAE MORSE (Capiol) 
14 12 “Blacksmith Blues”—1922 6 7 9 10 9 14 
LES PAUL (Capitol) - 
I5A 11 “Carioca”—2080 ‘a m2. % 9 10 
PON CORNELL (Coral) 
15B 15 “Dll Walk Alone’—60659........ 4 8 10 
BOBBY WAYNE (Mercury) 
15C “Pm Sorry”—5819 veces 1 10 
EDDY HOWARD (Mercury) 
16 15 “Be Anything”—5815 vert 10 10 oe 4 es 9 
5 ~~ KAY STARR (Capitol) 
17 8 “Wheel of Fortune”—1964_ a _ me 10° Ss, 
(e. Ry 2 3 4 5 
WITH A SONG IN| JOHNNIE RAY | SINGIN’ IN THE | BIG BAND BASH| AMERICAN IN 
FIVE TOP ee ALBUM RAIN Billy May PARIS 
Jane Froman Columbia Hollywood Cast Capitol way 
Capitol "O-6199 M-G-M CR A-G-! 
ALBUMS BDN-309 . M-G-M-113 KCF-329 E-93 
KDF-309 C2-88 K-113 DCN-329 K-93 
L-309 B-2-88 E-113 L-329 M-93 
| ‘Connelly’s Flying Visit [fi 
| es? ‘ , a 7 
| Jocks, Jukes | To Audition ‘New Faces’ |} Hits Staying 
| ———} Continued from page 40 es Reg Connelly, head of Camp- | contnued from page 41 

















Ruth (Mrs, Dick) Gilbert 
Killed in Auto Crag 


Phoenix, June 24 

Ruth Gilbert, wife of Dick gi 
bert, KTYL, Phoenix, disk jock, 
was killed instantly June 20, near 
Whittman, Arizona, when her 195} 
Studebaker convertible was demo}. 
ished in a head-on collision with a 
car whose two other Passengers 
were killed. As Ruth Wimp, of 
Gilbert & Wimp, in the early 1930s 
they won prominence as a singing 
| act in theatres throughout the " 
and for three years 
world’s record for the greatest 
number of broadcasts of any radig 


east 


held the 














| artists in America. As songwriter, 
| they turned out a number of 
lished tunes, 

Stepping out of show business 
the Gilberts joined the Louisyjjie 
Times, Mrs. Gilbert doing daily pen 
and ink portraits to accompany in. 
terviews with celebrities written by 
her husband. She gave up the job 
to return to New York with Gilbert 
who put in the next seven or eight 


Pub. 





| years Oh VARIETY, Metronome and 
| Popular Songs Magazines 
| In recent years, Mrs. Gilbert had 


been a German shepherd fancier 
attending leading dog shows coast 
to coast. She was on her way toa 


dog show at Long Beach, (Cal 
|accompanied by her obedience. 
| trained German = shepherd at 
| time of accident. The dog also died 
in the collision. The Gilberts 


moved to Arizona in 1946 after he 





had turned deejay at WOV and 
WHN (now WMGM), New York 
Survived by husband, mother 


and sister. 








| | Bop Arrangements 


Ca CONtnued from page 41 —— 





dently written without any refer. 


ence to plaintiff's song, that the 
music differed so completely even 
|a trained musician could not de. 
|tect a resemblance, that the lyric 


| ‘ ° . 
| did not convey any impression of 


| similarity, and that the titles were 
|readily distinguishable Abeles 
| based his right of relief on the 
| song parody cases, that he 
'fully prosecuted some years ago, 
in which it was established that 
the paraphrasing or copying of a 
|lyric of a song with evasion was 
an infringement, even though 
there may be little or no conceiv- 
able identity between the two 
| songs. 

Harry Fox advises that imme 
diately upon the _ institution of 
these proceedings, Prestige applied 
for licenses, and rendered stale 
ments and tendered payment, tor 
all recordings made by it to date. 


SUCCESS: 

















slowly into a potent entry. An 
example is “Unforgettable,” which 
got off to a weak’start last Novem- 
ber but began building via waxings 
by* Nat (King) Cole and Billy 
May’s orch in early January and 
is still going strong with the jock- 
eys and racking up solid sheet 
sales. 

Top example of a pop entry 
that’s gettfng a long run is “Wheel 
of Fortune.” Tune broke big via 
a flock of waxings several months 
ago and is still riding high. Two 
of the wax renditions, Kay Starr on 
the Capitol label and Sunny Gale 
on the indie Derby, are still rack- 
ing up big sales on the retail level. 

Constant spins by the deejays of 
the half dozen other platters that 
covered the song didn’t cut short 
its popularity and helped build 
strong sheet sales. Along the same 
lines such tunes as “Blue Tango,” 
“Be Anything” and “That’s the 
Chance You Take” have been run- 
ning for months with no indication 
of letting up. 





Conkling Heads Polio Fund Drive 
James B. Conkling, Columbia 


Records prez, will chairman the 
music group entertainment section 
of the Sister Kenny. Foundation’s 
fund-raising campaign this year. 


TOPPING ALL LISTS 














LEROY 
ANDERSON 
MILLS MUSIC, Inc. _ 
ert 

A GREAT NEW RECORD 

by 
RED FOLEY 
On Decca 


“SOMEBODY BIGGER 
THAN YOU AND I" 


BULL'S-EYE MUSIC, INC. 





Ockey, 

















6526 Selma Ave., Hollywood 28 
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Big Shrine B.0. Tipoff to Record 


e © 
Summer Season for Miami Cafes 33% 33's i's Senta 


Miami, June 24. + 


ture of over 70,000 
Depar'vollowing week-long na- 


riners Y r 
oe convention here which saw 
hotels, cafes, restaurants and 


. businesses ring up a multi- 
Orion dollar take, neraeee wnat 
most vet observers predict will be 
the biggest summer season ever, 
thanks to additional conclaves due 
and unprecedented advertising 
campaigns by airlines, railroads 
and hotels. 

Optimism is reflected in fact 
that only a few hotels closed for 
ihe summer; every nitery in town 
is going, with only Copa City shut- 
tering until late fall. Hotels are 
keeping their amusement facets 
(intimeries and cafes) fully staffed 
and bookings for talent is at win- 
ter peak, though the payoff fac- 
tor has been cut down from the 
snowtime period in some cases. 


For first time in several summers, 
Beachcomber reopened with a 
show featuring acts from the mod- 
est salary bracket, headed by 
Johnny Howard and Hal Winter 
and with a‘Selma Marlowe produc- 
tion. Also reopening after several 
vears of summer hiatus is the for- 
mer Kitty Davis’, which lately has 
been a Yiddish-American spot but 
is now going Latin with change of 
name to El Mamba. 

Clover’s Big Budget 

Heading up the contingent in 
way of budget is Clover Club’s big 
(30-people) revue, “A Night In 
Havana,” and with Phil Spitalny 
and his Hour of Charm group due 
for a date at week’s end. Martha 
Raye at her Five O’Clock Club is 
doing socko business, per usual, 
aided by the Ben Yost singers and 
the run of the better young comics 
with Jackie Kannon_ current. 
Vagabonds, at their club, keep 
pulling healthy patronage. In their 
show case they feature fairly new 
faces in the supporting slots. 


Along the hotel line, the Sans 
Souci keeps them coming via their 
established year-round policy fea- 
turing recording or fairly well es- 
tablished middle-bracket names. 
Casablanca is close up on that pol- 
icy, setting up two shows and two 
acts, usually a femme for the sdng 
end and a cemic in the top slot. 
Current are Sammy Walsh and 
Phyllis Arnold. Saxony, one of 
the plushiest of the group, keeps 
shifting from club-dates to one- 
week stands, with patronage pull 
varying. 

Nautilus Hotel, with a big room, 
still can’t seem to hit the jackpot, 
due largely to management’s ten- 
dency to trying unknowns or local 
acts for the lures. In weeks where 
they've booked talent that’s 
Worked hereabouts or is estab- 
lished in a video or recording 
Sense, they've seen plenty of pick- 
Up in receipts. 

Rest of the ocean-fronters fea- 
ture bands and Latino dancers, 
with occasional acts. Late spots 
such as Dream Bar uptown is one 
of the inore popular for the drink- 
and-listen set, as is the long estab- 
ae Bar of Music operated by 

ill Jordan. Mother Kelly’s, land- 
mark along Dade Blvd., is going on 
Saeanted budget, with a three-act 
PP striperies, of which there 
ietieeT’ continue with their win- 
he routine of plenty of gals; 
wl emme impersonators are at 
gg at Leon & Eddie’s, Jewel 
— Tony Pastor’s and the fringe 
ry that look for the tourist buck. 
to h. ©, 80ing full swing and seem 
0 be holding their own. 


Gracie Barrie, Milt Kafka 
Buy Celebrity Club, Miami 


: | 
a om Beach, June 24. 
= 4 rale has sold his Celebrity 

and h ere to singer Gracie Barrie 
a a husband, Milt Kafka. Gale 

ieeea Operating this room for 
which, years, usually with a show 

Ste included singer Freddie 

oa ae the Haydocks, dance 
Gale pot will reopen in the fall. 

Celeb; last year operated a 

the rity Room in New York on 

Site of Dario’s La Martinique. 

















Vic Hyde to US. in July 


Stockholm, June 24. 
Vie Hyde, currently on a vaude 


long list of engagements. He is at 
the Tivoli here until June 30. 


U. S. dates lined up include fairs 
}at Plainville, Conn., Bangor, Me., 
Presque Isle, Me., Elmira, N. Y., 
and Allentown, Pa. He has a week 
at Ottawa, Ontario, Aug. 18. 



































Hope to Run for AGVA Prexyship 


In 2-Way Battle With Coast Accent 


+ 








° ] 
Hypnotist Morton’s Wow 
$25,800 in Toronto 3 
The Great Morton, Australian 
| hypnotist, closed a 
| $8,600 and $8,800, or $25,800 for a | 
| novelty one-man show that drew H tt I CNE 
ence with plenty of takers. The} ul on rom 
1,525-seater was scaled at $2 top. | 
ling details to route Merton across | @5 pacted headliner at the Cana- 
| Canada, following his Toronto re- dian National Exhibition, Toronto, 
|Montreal. The Aussie has been | that she was needed at that time | 
j}again pencilled } 
| Aug. 18 to Sept. 13 in competition | Hutton was booked for $50,000 plus 
with the Canadian National Ex- | 50% ef the gross above $350,000. | 
| }over $460,000. : 
| It’s not yet known who'll succeed 
RKO Fy ands On | Skelton, previously mentioned as a 
| possibility, is reported not a 
| | € (Co | There is some likelihood that | 
CNE will try to go without a top- 
egtt, ncerts |liner for the 24,000-seat grand- 
| RKO is slated to spread the spot lable agitation for an all-Canadian 
concert and legit policy into more production. Exhibition execs may 
'fore on an experimental basis at | become available immediately. 
‘the RKO Keith’s, White Plains, | 
weekly by Mrs. Julian Olney for a| Judge Whammos 246 Fine 
concert series, will spread to the | 
House has been using spot vaude | On E. St. Loo Cafe Three | 
bookings. 
Hell,” with its original cast, star- St. Louis, June 24. 
ring Charles Laughton, Charles/ District Judge Fred L. Wham, 
Agnes Moorhead, for a full week/| meted out a total of $2,500 in fines 
starting Nov. 24 and has signed|to J. Fred Koenig, owner of the 
Brown's Body,” Dec. 17. _ | St. Louis; his wife, Grace, and man- 
The White Plains~ house this ager, Birney 7 Havey, Jr., for vio- 
| Mrs. Olney for the weekly one-| re-using whiskey bottles. He put 
|nighters starting in October. Al-| them on probation for six months. 
| Ballet Theatre, Oct. 14; N. Y. City| 21 after internal revenue agents 
| Opera Co. presentation of “La Tos-| testified they had checked part of 
| Nov. 17; Philadelphia Orchestra, | found 30 bottles which contained 
Dec. 11; “John Brown’s Body,” | liquor of lower proof than indicated 
recitalists, March 25. They were found not guilty on an- 
other charge of conspiracy to 
MCA’S 3-DAY SHOW The maximum pénalty that could 
have been assessed was a $1,000 
Judge Wham fined Koenig $900 
Music Corp. of America set a/| and the others $800 each. 
three-day show for the festivities 
with the law, having pleaded guilty 
new superliner United States. to the charge of being a black mar- 
Margaret Phelan, Russell Swann 
1944. He formerly was a deputy 
have been signed for the series of|clerk in the St. Louis Court of 
parties to be given in the ship's 
(Tues.). ° 
Mpls. Dancer Out on Bail 
Gayoso, Memphis, Plots Minneapolis, June 24. 
Appearing at Phil’s nitery billed 
: 49 ie Andrews was arrested 
Memphis, June 24. | cer.’ Jeanie Ar 
The Gayoso, one of Memphis’ by Jake Sullivan and Ray Cronin 
first downtown hotels, is skedded | , 
ve squad after they witnessed her 
for a complete facelifting lobby performance. She was charged 
fall season. Jack and Fred Gold-| * ; 
smith, who o. and o., said that the lie place and released on $200 bail. 
from the present mezzanine level 
across the entire lobby. 
rooms, and plans are in the offing 
to book name bands and shows in 


t 
Toronto, June 24. | - 
three-week 
| stand at the Royat Alexandra here ar act ll S 
with phenomenal grosses of $8,400, | 
| “supporting cast” from the audi- 
| Famous Players is now complet- Betty Hutton has cancelled out | 
|ception and previous 14 weeks in| because of Paramount’s insistence | 
| Alexandra for four weeks, playing | start work on a new picture. Miss | 
| hibition. |Last year, Jimmy Durante drew | 
Miss Hutton at the CNE. Red| 
| able. 
|stand. There has been consider- 
|houses this year. Policy, hereto- | attempt this if a headliner doesn’t 
which was taken over for one night | 
RKO Boston Theatre, Boston. | 
The Boston has set “Don Juan in For Low-Proof Bottling 
Boyer, Sir Cedric Hardwicke and} East St. Louis, Ill., last week 
for a single performance of “John | Playdium, downtown nitery in East 
week renewed its contract with) tation of internal revenue laws by 
|ready. set for that theatre are the| Trio was convicted by a jury May 
ica,” Oct. 28; “Don Juan in Hell,”| the liquor stock in the nitery and 
Dec. 15, and Koester & Stahl, dance | o9n the high-priced whiskey labels. 
violate the internal revenue laws. 
FOR SUPERLINER U § fine and two years in prison, but 
. e 
This was Koenig’s second brush 
marking the maiden voyage of the 
ket liquor dealer in St. Louis in 
and Phyllis & Teddy Rodriguez 
Criminal Correction. 
ballroom. Show opened yesterday 
In ‘Lewd, Indecent’ Rap 
Names After Facelift as “an exotic and character dan- 
|of the police department morals 
job and a new ballroom for, the with disorderly conduct in a pub- 
new ballroom will be extended 
It is being constructed into two 
here when the hotel overhaul job 


| 
| 


and Claridge are currently book- | 
ing name bands and attractions| 
into their Skyway and Balinese | 
rooms, respectively. 





John Singer’s Later Exit 
John Singer has resigned from 
the Ken Later Agency to return to 
business on his own. He was with 
the Later office for several months. 
Singer will not be replaced at 
that office. Last week, the agency 





Jonas-Jacob i 
oe obson Split 


Mrtnership deal 


« acobson in the Pp 
43 oO ular Co 
Al lists Bu - p neert 


Jonas has severed her | 


took on Stan Scottland, who will 
absorb most of Singer’s duties. 





Bill Bradbeer, who formerly 


with Leonard | handled Decca publicity and pro- 
j motion in Canada, has opened @ 


talent agency in Toronto. 


The policemen stated it wasn’t 
that Miss Andrews was so under- 
clad but that “certain contortions, 
which were a part of her dance, 
were lewd and indecent.” 

Miss Andrews was rounding out 
two weeks at Phil’s which had 


is completed. The hotels Peabody ; Picked up her option for another 


fortnight at the time of the arrest. 
The fact that Phil’s is located in 
an uptown business section is be- 


\lieved to have brought the police 
| action. 
| been showing more leniency to the 
| same sort of entertainment. 


In the loop, the police have 





Sanders Joins MAC 


Paul Sanders, who conducted an 
| indie agency in Chicago, has joined 
the staff of Mercury Artists Corp., 
S 2 
| Sanders has been in the agency 
| business for a little over 10 years 
'and prior to that was an outdoor 
organizer for the Actors Federation 
of America, which later became the 
} American Guild of Variety Artists. 





vv 


Report Harper Quitting 


As AGVA’s Coast Counsel 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Mort Harper, Coast attorney of | 
the American Guild of Variety 
Artists. is reported leaving that} 
post. Differences have developed 
between Harper and Eddie Rio, 
Coast regional director of AGVA, 
and latter is said to have asked 
for Harper’s replacement. 

Harper and Rio have been fairly 


| close and worked together on the 


AGVA tele show this past season 
in which Bob Hope contributed his 


services. Television Authority, | 


into the Royal | ‘late August, early September) to | however, ruled that acts must be/to devote time to the 


paid their usual salaries on tele, | 
and the AGVA show had to be} 
cancelled. Harper had been work- | 
ing on a plan under which AGVA 
could resume its TV shows, but | 
failed to come up with a format 
that could get around TVA rules. 





AGVA Execs Hit | 


| wish 


Merger Blueprint 


Hollywood, June 24. 

Majority of exec board of Ameri- | 
can Guild of Variety Artists is op- | 
posed to final blueprint of plan for | 
five-branch merger, after hearing | 
details of comtemplated merger as | 
drawn up by professors from | 
UCLA and Cornell U. Opposition | 
is based chiefly on plan’s setting up | 
of locals, with AGVA preferring | 
branch operations. Technical ob- | 
jections were raised also. 

Jonas Silverstone, guild counsel | 
from N. Y., explained final draft to | 
the board here last week. Silver- | 
stone’s views that plan does not | 
draw distinct divisional lines and | 
feeling that ‘we must explore a| 
means to establish rapport through 
discussions with the other guilds | 
as quickly as possible, since we all | 
want merger,” were shared by 
board. Latter referred plan to na- 
tional exec committee, national ad- 
ministrative secretary and merger 
committee. 

It’s believed Equity and Ameri- | 
can Guild of Musical Artists will | 
oppose plan’s setup on local opera- | 
tions, since both guilds favor) 
branches, as does AGVA. 


MULL SPOT BOOKINGS 
IN WB PHILLY HOUSE 


With the Earle, Philadelphia, 
presently closed, possibilities are 
that the Warner chain may open 
either the Fox or Mastbaum on a 
spot vaude booking for a forthcom- | 
ing tour by Dean Martin & Jerry | 
Lewis. Dates for the comics’ jaunt 
haven’t been set yet, pending okay 
by Paramount studios for the tour. 
Studio is currently figuring out the 
duo’s schedule and Music Corp. of 
America will work out the avail- 
able time. | 

The Warner chain, which recent- 
ly closed the Earle, presumably | 
for the summer only, will put other 
spot shows into one of the two) 
Philly houses, probably oh a per- | 
manent basis. 

The Martin & Lewis tour will 
encompass the Fox, Detroit, and 
Philadelphia. Team is also likely 
to play the Chez Paree, Chicago, 
and is signed for the Texas State 
Fair, Dallas, in October. 








may repeat at the Paramount, N.Y. 





AGVA’s Mix Nix 


Hollywood, June 24. 


| both 


| area, it’s 


There's possibility that the team | 
| spots this summer, 





Dancers Zarco & D’Loris were 
pulled from Million Dollar Thea- 
tre by Eddie Rio, Coast rep Ameri- 
ean Guild of Variety Artists, be- 
cause of union ruling nixing mix- 


a “monkey act.” 
Theatre, a Mexican house, has 
non-union orch. Other acts on 


ing with non-union members. Also | 
yanked was what Rio described as | 


Bob Hope has reversed himself 
and will actively seek the presi- 
dency of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists. He'll. run against 
the incumbent, Georgie Price. Pe- 
titions are currently being circu- 
lated to put Hope on the AGVA 
ballot which is expected to go out 
shortly. 

The two-way race is a result of 
the proddings of Coast regional di- 
rector Eddie Rio who appealed to 
Hope to run for the union’s top 
office. Rio was one of the assis- 
tants who worked with Hope and 
Bing Crosby on the Olympic Fund 
telethon over the past weekend. 

Hope is reported to have 


| originally declined to run on the 


ground that he would be unable 
post. 

Petitions had already started cir- 
culating during the AGVA conven- 
tion held in Hollywood. It was 
revealed that many who signed the 
plea were among those seconding 
Price’s nomination. Those that did 
declared they had no idea 
that Hope would be available for 
the post. 

Price stated that he’s happy to 
see Hope in the race. He said, “I 
more top actors would in- 
terest themselves in AGVA and 
get in there and do some work. I 


would then feel that the union 
is in safe hands. If Hope would 
take an active interest in the 


union, I would be glad to step down 
even before the elections.” 


In some quarters, it’s felt that 
the Coast section of the union 
would like to see the bulk of union 
activities emanating from _ that 
sector. It’s reasoned that if a 
majority of the union’s officers 
and board are stationed in that 
conceivable that Holly- 
wood could be the focal point in 
the setup. 


In order to get Hope’s name on 
the ballot, supporters will have to 


collect 200 signatures of members tw 
lin good 


standing by tomorrow 


(Thurs. ). 


PADDOCK, A.C., FACES 
LOSS OF LICENSE 


Atlantie City, June 24. 

Paddock International, mid-city 
nitery which has had repeated 
brushes with the law the past 
dozen years, is in trouble again. Its 
operators, the M. P> Corp., Morris 
Perlstein, president, and his wife, 
Hannah, secretary-treasurer, have 
been ordered to appear before Al- 
cohol Beverage Control authorities 
in Newark on Friday (27) to give 
reasons why their license should 
not be revoked. 


The spot is charged by the ABC 
with “lewdness and immoral ac- 
tivity in and upon the licensed 
premises in that female enter- 
tainers performed in a lewd, inde- 
cent and immoral manner and a 
male entertainer recited staries 
having lewd, lascivious, indecent, 
filthy, disgusting and suggestive 
import and meaning” on the night 
of June 10 and morning of June 





111. 


Club faces suspension if not loss 
of license at time when biggest 
crowds are entertained, the 10- 
week summer season. 


Canadian Coin to Offset 
New Hampshire Biz Drop 


Concord, N. H., June 24. 
Two new influences are expected 
to be felt in the amusement busi- 
ness at New Hampshire’s vacation 





A loss of business from de- 
pressed textile-manufacturing cen- 
tres is likely to be offset by an in- 
flux of newly-prosperous Canadian 
industrial workers with plenty of 
coin to spend. Already, Hampton 
Beach reports that for the first time 
in history more than 50% of its 
vacation inquiries have come from 
over the border in Canada. 

Television will be another sac- 
tor, it has been pointed out by the 
‘state's recreational promoters. This 
will be especially true during the 


bill, from south of the border, were | Political conventions in Chicago. 


also non-union. 





In the Hampton area, hotels and 
‘guest houses are advertising their 


Jackie Kannon is signed for the television facilities, while most of 














atre, Washington, July 24. 


Five O'Clock Club, Miami, June 25, | the-North Country resorts remain 
and follews with the Capitol The-|at a disadvantage in being out of 


ithe present range of TV reception. 
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| ARA Threatens to Put Acts in Middle [sss fiome Ground Night Club Reviews 
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4ander conditions that the union 


“ated, may give 60 days’ notice. | 


If AGVA Plays ‘Cute’ on Franchises 


The Artists Representative Assn.,¢ 
organization of agencies, has indi- 
cated it goes for the idea of free 
franchises by the es oye 

ri Artists. According to - 
ABA stteened Jack Katz, the per- the suburban Gatineau Club, 
centers, however, will take AGVA is using by-lined stories in paid 
franchises pursuant to terms ne- space in the local dailies to 
gotiated on their behalf. Katz promote the theatre-restaurant 
stated that the agencies will not idea. i ; 
take a union franchise, whether it’s _Odoriferous reputation of 
free or for dough, under terms night spots of years ago still 
that are onerous to them, and if lingers in some local quarters 
AGVA wants to stop its present and Saxe figures special paid 
deal with ARA it had better nego- ads in weekend editions will 
tiate new terms immediately or waft the remaining aroma 
else the agencies will sign acts| away. 





Saxe Appeal 
Ottawa, June 24. 
Joe Saxe, owner-manager of 











} 


yg on See that without a seatieal AGVA DEEJAY RULING 


bas. 


Betty George of Manchester, 
N. H., who replaced Lisa Kirk on 
Broadway in “Kiss Me, Kate,” will 
come home to play in “Kate” when 
it is presented at the Lakes Region 
Playhouse here, June 30. Sum- 
mer theatre is opening its third 
season, with Alton Wilkes as pro- 
ducer, 

Miss George, who just com- 
pleted a nightclub engagement in 
Washington, will play her Broad- 
way role of Bianca. Others in the 
cast will include Elizabeth Par- 
rish, Paul Ukena and Frank Der- 





| Wrestling Phenominated 


' As Mpls,’ No. 1 B.O. Lure; 


$2.40 Top, 6-10,000 Draw 


Minneapolis, June 24. 














agreement, some agents may start CUES COAST BLASTS 


signing talent at commissions of 
Hollywood, June 24. 


more than the 10% now allowed, 
or it may pact them for longer Blasting of American Guild of 
| Variety Artists’ new ban on mem- 


than three-year periods. Katz 
thinks that the talent may lose | | ors appearing on disk jockey 
shows originating from cafes or 


some of the advantages they now | 
have if the union abrogates Its Cur-| Diteries was immediate followup 
rent agreement with ARA. 
Union at its recent convention | which went into effect yesterday 
in Los Angeles passed a resolution | (Mon.). First attack, ironically, 
granting franchises cuffo instead | came from AGVA board member 
of the $50 fee it now gets from) frying Grossman of N. Y., who, 
the date-diggers. If the agent be-| while on Larry Finley's KFWB air- 
longs to ARA or a similar group, | er from “My Own Place,” hit heav- 
franchise is obtained through the|jly at the regulation and said he 
organization at no cost. However, | opposed it all the way. 
there is no saving to the agent; Finley termed the ban a “threat 
since ARA charges its members| to free speech,” and AGVA Coast 
$50 annually. This practice has! rep Eddie Rio got into the act also, 
been in effect since ARA was Or-| saying Grossman had the right to 
ganized in 1940 on the theory that! express his opinion, but that AGVA 
the union would save money by| will enforce the ruling. Finley re- 
having ARA police its membership. | plied he’s an American Federation 
Katz returned this week from a of Radio Artists member and that 
vacation and is now plotting strat- “AGVA is stepping into radio” by 
egy to be used in the impending} trying to regulate his show, but 
battle with the American Guild of| Rio retorted AGVA has jurisdic- 
Variety Artists. Katz stated that| tion in all cafes and niteries. 
ARA has as yet received no notice| Finley labeled move “a moronic 
that its contract with the union is | ruling” and an “abrogation of free- 
to be cancelled. Either group, he | dom of speech. 





Katz said that when and if the | Judge Holds Carnival 


notice comes, the union had better 
have a new contract in the works. In Texas on Tax Rap 
Dallas, June 24. 


AGVA feels that it holds the ad- 
vantage in this battle because of its | Federal Judge William H. At- 
contracts with various circuits and | well has taken over control of a 
Whiteries which are pledged to use 


|to national board’s okay of ruling, | 


Minneapolis is a mediocre show 


| town and a poor film, baseball and | freely encroached on the dancing | 


| fight city, but it can boast of. one 
| distinction. It’s probably the na- 
| tion’s best wrestling town. 
Tony Stecher, who stages one 
municipal Auditorium, will wind 
the current season next month with 
| his biggest profits in the 10 years 
|of his local promotion. 

Stecher is about 10% ahead of 
| last season which was the biggest 


16,000 to 10,000 at $2.40 top, with 
| women admitted for a 40c service 
| charge when accompanied by a reg- 
| ular paid admission. The distaffers 
|go for the grunters to about the 


| same extent as the males. The num- | 


ber of femme customers has soared 
since Stecher first permitted sev- 
eral of the prelim matches on each 
card to be telecast over WTCN-TV 
with a brewery as sponsor. 
Localites take the stuff seriously 
and the newspapers’ sports sec- 
tions, instead of practically ignor- 
ing the shows as in niany other 
large cities, give them considerable 
advance publicity and cover them 
the same as other sports events. 
On several occasions, the city 
}eouncil, probably prodded _ by 
|Stecher’s publicity man, Jackie 
| Diamond, has threatened summary 
|action to make the wrestlers 





Cafe de Paris, London 
London, June i7. 
Noel Coward with Norman 
Hackforth; Sydney Simone, and 
Winston Lee’s orchs; $9 minimum 
opening night; $6 thereafter. 





When Noel Coward played this 
nitery last year he raised the Brit- 
ish flag a little higher by attracting 


| biz which outstripped all the Amer- 
icans who had come before him. | 


The ropes were out every night for 
his six weeks’ season and a new 
and somewhat chic audience was 
being lured to the nitery scene, 
while casual customers were being 
turned away nigthly. Now Coward 
returns for a month and all the in- 
dications are that he will surpass 
his earlier achievement. 

The Coward preem was the first 
major event since the expiration 
of court mourning, and a big socie- 
ty and celebrity audience, topped 





grapplery a week in the 10,000-seat | 


in wrestling history here up to} 
that time. The shows draw from | 


by the Duchess of Kent, jammed 
ithe cafe for the occasion. Diners 


space and tables were slipped into 
every availalje corner. There were 
almost 500 customers at the open- 
ling night minimum of $9, and as 
many had been turned away. 

The success of Coward is the 
| perfect example of wit, charm and 
sophistication triumphing over an 


no pretense at being a classy vo- 
calist. The music is always care- 
fully underplayed and there is lit- 
tle change in his voice expression. 


manner he sharply emphasizes the 
biting satire of many of his own 
| lyrics. 

The act started in an unspectacu- 


lar way and the first five minutes | 


were taken up with an oddly as- 
sorted melange of old-time hits 


| That opening obviously was little | 
more than a warmer-upper, after | 


which he really got into his stride. 
|Ten numbers followed and al- 
|though each clicked powerfully, 
| the major ovation of the night went 
to a new lyric which he has au- 
|thored for an upcoming West End 
| revue. “Bad Times Are Just 
Around the Corner” is a brilliant 
| parody on all the songs of the cen- 
|tury that try to Assure everyone 
| that there is a silver lining to every 
cloud. He also introduced a song 
| which he penned in Jamaica this 
| year, “Time and Again,” and did 
a delightful French ditty with the 
“evocative and provocative” title 


indifferent singing voice. He makes | 


But in his own subtle and subdued | 


Teeth Comte ne Y. 
tec aro, Jo 

Orch (12) with Eynn aeons. Sidy 
Holmes Orch (5); $1-$1.25 cover 

Now that “Grand Ole Opry” 
gone back to the hills "alters 
month’s run at the Astor Roof the 
room returns to a more normal 
Broadway groove with headliner 
Carmen Cavallaro. He’s a crafty 
| and popular performer and should 
| easily repair the b.o. damage in- 
| curred by the silo slickers. 

Cavallaro is spotted twice night- 
ly and in a 45-minute set displays 
|a solid line of expert keyboard 
| work. He’s a flashy stylist ang 
| knows how to build excitement via 
| the ivories. It’s a special tribute 
|to him that the tablers keep the 
| knife-and-fork symphony down to 
a minimum while he’s on. He holds 
| the crowd from the first key-pound 
|and grabs a big response after 
leach number. 

Cavallaro has a_ well-rounded 
catalog that’s pegged for his top 
fingerwork. He doesn’t let a mood 
|linger too long and changes pace 
|easily but without jarring the lis. 
tener. His segue into the frenetic 
| Afro-Cuban tune, “Voodoo Moon.” 
| after a tender “Intermezzo” is a 
standout example of his technique, 
Other big items in his repertoire 
are “The Man I Love” and the 
sock “Warsaw Concerto.” He's 
given first-rate backing by Joseph 
Sudy’s orch. 

The Sudy crew and the Alan 
Holmes orch share the podium for 
the dancing assignments. Lynn 
Burns whips out the vocals for 
|the Sudy band in an appealing 
style. Both bands keep the floor 
busy. Gros. 








| Creseendo, Hollywood 

Hollywood, June 19. 
Ella Mae Morse, Freddie Slack 
| Trio, Walter Gross Trio; $3, $4 
minimum. 





For the first time in a consider- 
able period the Sunset Strip is 
boasting a layout that the blues 
|and boogie addicts can take to 
| wholeheartedly. And since it’s good 
| entertainment even for those not in 
| the ranks of the aficionados, Harry 
|Steinman’s Crescendo should ex- 
perience solid business for this 
| fortnight. 

Headlining is Ella Mae Morse, 
who’s climbing rapidly back up the 
| ladder after emerging from her re- 





union talent only. 


ARA strategy is theory that per- 
formers will gravitate to those con- 
trolling the jobs. Crux of the bat- 
tle will revolve around strength of 
the union in controlling its mem- 
bership. 





One of the focal points in the | 


| 
| 


carnival in a tax suit action in dis- | “behave.” The aldermen professed- 
trict court. The judge signed a| ly were aroused by injuries to spec- 
(emporary restraining order that) tators and damage to the building 


took the show out of the hands of | after near riots among the audience 
the Internal Revenue 


which held custody of the outfit | sibly “rough” tactics. The city 

quartered in Wichita Falls. |fathers feared the city might be 
The bureau had levied upon the | sued by the injured. 

Celebration Shows, Inc., when the | Stecher has been the sole local 

carnival failed to pay back taxes, | 


penalty and interest totaling | and has amassed a fortune from the 


Bureau | provoked by the performers’ osten- | 


wrestling promoter for a decade | 


of “Paris.” “Nina,” a clicko in last|tirement. Reunited with her is 
| year’s routine, comes back to hefty| Freddie Slack, with whom she 
|returns, and a jazzed-up version of | etched the smash “Cow Cow Boo- 
“Loch Lomond” is another winner. | gie” disk of a decade ago. The 
Coward is a real phenom in the teaming is topnotch. 
world of the theatre. As actor,| Miss Morse, one of the best of 
composer, playwright, author and} the current crop of femme blues 
now cabaret star, he has shown’ bawlers, knocks out a strong half- 
himself to be a jack of all trades.| hour stint that includes the in- 
| He is master of them all. |evitable “Cow Cow” and_ such 
Norman Hackforth, who accom-| items as “Buzz Me,” “Five By Five,” 
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More Legit, No Gambling, 


day (30). 


Saranac Lake 


By Shirley Houff. 
(Subbing for Happy Benway) 


Atlantic City, June 24. 


This resort’s 1952 pattern is 
pretty much the same as in other 
years with some exceptions. One 
is that gambling is strictly taboo 
and has been for more than a year, 
since the current probes of munici- —e Lake, N. Y., June 24. 
pal affairs got underway. Another | shodiied Lake eee Theatre 
is that more legit entertainment | * . : Oc open July 1 at re- 
is in store (see legit section), | Modeled Odd Fellows Hall. Ken- 

|neth Packer is producer and gen- 
Uptown Boardwalk plays burles-| eral manager. Board of directors 
que with Jack Beck as manager | consists of Elizabeth Garfield, Ann 
of Globe which opened tonight | Metz and Haldum Dormen. First 
(Tues.). “Ice Capades” again will | production is “Harvey.” 
come into Convention Hall in mid-| Birthday greetings to Simone 
July for six-week season. “Borscht | Bleuze, laboratory technician for 
Capades” replaces “Bagels and Variety Clubs-Will Rogers Hospital. 
Yox” which fooled ’em all and drew, Ray ({ATSE) Van Buren in and 
good crowds last year into Million |0Ut of general hospital where he 
Dollar Pier. Revue opens July 2. mastered the bronchoscopy opera- 
So far nothing is slated for Chelsea | p> On his arrival back at the 
playhouse, in Chelsea Hotel, which | 40d8e he was greeted by Anna Van 
last summer housed-a_ theatre-in- 
the-round and went way into the 
red. 

George Hamid’s Steel Pier is 








shot in from N.Y. for a weekend 
chat. 

Plans are being made for a bar- 
becue party with entertainment to 


Buren and Caroline Finnigan, who 


again set with name bands and 
vaude among the many amuse- 
ments featured. Management spent 
around $250,000 during off season 
in improvements. 

Boardwalk is about the same 
with all hotels of any account play- 
ing entertainment and orechs, most- 
ly with no cover, no minimum 


“ policy which may shift as the sea- 


son advances and crowds increase. 


Back on the nitery scene this} 


year is the Paradise club, slated 
to make an attempt to break the 
virtual monopoly énjoyed by the 


Harlem as the resort's top sepia | 


spot. Harlem opens with Larry 


Steele and acts on Thursday (26) 


and Paradise starts on Friday. 


Paul D’Amico’s 500 Club is| 


bringing in names, including Ben 
Blue, Joe E. Lewis and Sophie 
Tucker. 


be held on the lawn of the VC hos- 
pital on July 4. Every patient that 
,can make it will be permitted to 
attend. Blowout will be sponsored 
,and financed by Al Branat. 

The painting of the Will Rogers 
| Hospital, discontinued last fall due 
to cold weather, has been resumed. 
Write to those who are ill, 


| Warren, 0.,20G Cafe Fire 
Warren, O., June 24. 

Flash fire caused an estimated 
$20,000 damage to the Airdrome 
nitery, near here, last week (18). 

The dancehall had just been re- 
modeled at a cost of almost $4,000, 
according to operator Mattie 
| Welsh. 








Andrevs Sisters opened this 
week in the Mural Room of the 
| Baker Hotel, Dallas. 


$44,038. The court order prevents | art. He has all the top talent tied 
the sale or removal of the carnival | 


Otherwise the Same ALC. until a hearing is held next Mon- 


up. There have been only a few 
occasions when competition was at- 
tempted by others desirous of cut- 
ting in on what is conceded to be 
a good financial thing for the 
promoter. But the “invaders” were 
usually ignored by newspapers and 
public and never got anywhere. 

While wrestling always has 
| drawn well here during the Stecher 
| regime, television is credited with 
| swelling attendance substantially. 
| But Stecher never allows his main 
| event to be telecast, just two or 
three of the prelim matches. View- 
ers are assured they still have time 
to get down to the Auditorium to 
catch the main event. 

There’s an army of season sub- 
| scribers. Most of them have been 
| on the books for at least eight years 
and never miss a show, according 
jto Stecher’s treasurer, Charles 
Hough. 


Vaude Cafe Dates 








|Panies at the piano, does a first-| “Pigfoot Pete,” “House of Blue 


| Class job and his backgrounding, 
/In conjunction with the Sydney Si- 


/mone orch, is correctly unob- 
trusive. Myro. 





Sheraton Plaza. Boston 
Boston, June 21. 

| Nancy Donovan, Nanci Cromp 

| ton, Johnny Turnbull Orch (6) $1 

|cover Mon.-Thurs., Hub Room; 

| $1.50 Fri.-Sat., Oval Room. 





Final lineup here showcases the 
talents of two Nancies, Donovan 
and Crompton, both of whom turn 
in slick stints for solid returns. 


Following this frame which winds | 


| Saturday (28) Oval Room will 
shutter for summer with activities 
| switching to the smaller Hub 
| Room. Policy will be similiar to 
| that of last summer, with dining 
| and dancing sans floorshows, but 
this season instead of Johnn 
Turnbull's band, the Paul Clement 
Trio, an instrumental group that 
doubles in group vocalizing, will 
furnish the backgrounding. 

The tall, svelte red haired 
| thrush, Nancy Donovan, no stran- 





| Lights” and “Love Me or Leave 
Me,” a jump version of “Old Black 
|Magic” and the current “Black- 
smith Blues.” First-nighters liked 

the latter so well they made her 
| sing it twice at the same show. 


| Throughout, Miss Morse gets 


_; peak backing from Slack at_ the 


{piano and from his guitar-drum 
‘combo. They’re showcased by 
themselves for a small part of the 
show and the stint could easily be 
expanded. Holdover Walter Gross 
continues to please with the in- 
| terim music cued to the mood of 
| the room. 
Steinman has wisely shifted the 
stage space to a different wall, 
| heightened the air of intimacy and 
leaving the south wall free tor 4 
| view of the city at night. Econom- 
|ically, he’s dropped the no-cover- 
|no-minimum policy in favor of 4 
_minimum applicable to either food 
or drink and the switch shoul 
make it easier to meet the nut. 
| Room has been open only about six 
| weeks and is still in the throes ° 
‘either attracting a clientele or 
|starving. At the moment, the 











New York 


Gabi, chanteuse who starts a 
stand at the Palace Theatre, N. Y.. 
Friday (27), is the daughter of 
Solly Pernick, business manager of 
Local 1 of the International Alli- 


,ance of Theatrical Stage Employees | 


|and prexy of the Theatrical Fact 
Finding Committee . . . Margaret 
|Phelan has been signed for the 
| Persian Room of the Plaza Hotel, 
N. Y., starting in September .. . 
| Mel Torme and Joyce Bryant start 
at La Vie en Rose, Friday (27). . 
| Agent Doris Winston back in N. Y. 


| after a booking trip to Florida and 





Vamp Studio Associates, Inc., 
| chartered in Albany to produce 
| vaudeville acts. Capital stock is 
| 200 shares. John J. Spata, N. Y., 
was filing attorney. 


| ger here, tops the bill and gives | Chances are better than ev" hes 
| out with a diversified half-hour | SUCCeSs. saint 
song stint during which she runs aa. 
the gamut from the nostalgic “Sep- Riverside, Reno 
tember Song” to a saucy “Calypso | Reno, June 19. 
Blues” with tom-tom accomp. An-| Phil Baker, Jerry Bergen & Betty 
| other nifty is her handling of an| Reed, Mazonne & Abbott Dancers, 
; early American ballad, “Poor Way-| Paul & Paulette, Riverside 5'a™ 
| faring Stranger,” backed by celeste. | lets (12), Al Donahue Orch; 9 
| Balance of stint consists of pops | cover or minimum. 
| and standards with a couple of 


Irish tunes, “Same Old Shillalegh” | Nervous and unsure, Phil Baker 
| and “Galway Bay,” tossed in for | reproduces the radio show, “Take 


| Sood measure. Scores all the way.|It or Leave It” for a’ nightclub 
The diminutive ballerina, Nanci | audienee, The quiz program which 
; Crompton, also registers strongly |he emceed for some seven years 


Sh her assortment of fast baliet|has the same format, props 2” 


spins. Youngster has added a nifty | eager co tants. 

| routine Since last caught, a dream | The ree a quiz show—esPpe- 
| of a secretary which she pantos and cially a radio quizzer—for a nitery 
| interprets via ballet steps. It’s a| crowd is an innovation, to say the 
cute gimmick with the ballerina) least. Baker will have given away 
| Shaping stronger with each outing.| close to $2,000 before he leaves 
| Musical backgrounding by John-| this stand—$16 to each of ye J 
| Turnbull's group is especially | contestants in two shows a night. 
Slick. Elie. | (Continued on page 50) 
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-.- It happened in BOSTON — 


(WEEK ENDING JUNE 22) 


$80,000 in 7 DAYS 


Grossed at BLINSTRUB’S VILLAGE CAFE . m—% 


WHAT WITH: 
Strikes— 

= | Weather— 

: Television— 








Blue Laws— 
Beaches— 


A RECORD BREAKING 


13,000 Patrons pao 


TO SEE AND HEAR 
That Singing Rage 


PATTI PAGE 














JACK RAEL, Associate 
Direction: GENERAL ARTISTS CORP. * Exclusively MERCURY RECORDS 
New York Publicity Record Promotion Hollywood Publicity 
FRANCIS KAYE CO. KAPPI JORDAN BOB WEISS 
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Riverside. Reno 


Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 48 & 


How many other clubs, outside a} 


gambling spot, would be able to 
afford this is an interesting ques- 
tion. Even at that, it takes a big- 
hearted gambler to part with this 
much moola just for a gimmick. 
Winning something for answer- 
ing a few questions is still a good 
selling potnt tesult: Better than 
moderate to good 
ibilities of 


average crowt¢ 
receptior decent po 


selling this package elsewhere And 
with a little more time and effori 
toward presentation, the show will 
shape up considerably. Right now 
Baker is stuck for confab with con- 
testants except for the usual iden 
tification 

Baker has included in this trav- 
eling quiz show the excellent little 


| keeps the line interesting with con- 


comic, Jerry Bergen. In two brief | 
bits before the quiz, he rocks the 
restaurant Best is his violin 


“solo.” In especially fine passages 
by the orch, he almost lulls him- 
self to sleep while standing. In a 
brief exchange with Baker, the 
five-foot comic moves around a bit, 
comes in from the audience, and 
departs the same way—with a lit- 


iin the Greenwich 


|} posed on 


tle ad lib thrown in from the dark- | 


ened ringsid 
of show. 

3etty T._ed, also in the Baker 
group, is a big blonde who sings 
and is the butt of Baker-Bergén 
jibes. In one serious venture, “Em- 
braceable You,” she exhibits a 
pleasant operatic quality. 

Mazonne & Abbott Dancers are 
the Apache troupe who played so 
long in New York’s Latin Quarter. 
This is an amazing thing to west- 
erners, but before the Paris bistro 
brawl is over, the customers have 
grown to like it. 

Mazonne and four girls throw 
each other around, break up the 
furniture, and in a final blaze of 
gunfire, one of the girl's falls off 
a high stairway into Mazonne’s 
arms. He lugs her back up the 
same flight, tears in his eyes, 1s 
shot at the top, drops the femme, 
who slides back to the bottom, 
and then he falls off the stairs 
onto a_ strategically-placed wine 
keg on a bar, smashing it to bits. 
It stops everything in the casino, 
including the roulettes. 

Paul & Paulette are a trampoline 
duo who are limited by the height 
of the Riverside ceiling. 
the act doesn’t lack for excitement 


However, 


during other parts} 








! 
| 
pupil. He clowns on the canvas | 
for a moment or two then turns | 
in some amazing mid-air gym- 
astics. 

e Riverside starlets are fresh and 
lovely ‘in two new routines, the 
products of George Moro. He 


i 
' 


stant change of faces between his 
two chorus groups in Reno and 
Las Vegas 
Al Donahue’s orch is well re- 
ceived here. Mar 
One Fifth Ave.. N. ¥- . 
Herb Corey, Annette Warren, 
Bob Downey, Harold Fonville; $3 


mi un, 





Bob Downey’s experimentation 
with talent is paying off handily for 
Yne Fifth Avenue. It’s one of the 
more properous lounge operations 
Village sector, 
and it’s high average injake is due 
primarily to the performers that 
Downey has developed. 
Downey apparently goes for a 
blend of sophistication superim- 
basically good enter- | 
The talent contests he has 
to his attention 
have | 


tainers. 
run has brought 
a lot of performers, who 
stayed on to become regulars at 
this spot as well as other in-| 
timeries. aan 

Herb Corey is one of the win- | 
ners. He’s grown considerably 
since he debuted there as an ama- 
teur some years ago. He has 
gained in assurance and projection 
and has added considerable ma- 
terial to his catalog. His stylings 
are primarily for the intimate 
rooms. His discourse on the Sears 
Roebuck catalog, and parody on 
“Pai Joey” with the theme of the 
forthcoming elections running 
through, comprise excellent ma- 
terial that could take him around® 
the chichi circuit handily. He’s 
off to a couple of encores. 

Other performer here is Annette 
Warren, a nice-looking youngster | 





thrush Patti Page. 


Blinstrub’s. Boston 

Boston, June 20. 
tti Page (with Jack Rael), 
The eiiered (2), John & June 
Belmont, Lewis & Van, Ted Cole, 
Johnny. Morgan, Michael Gaylord 
Orch (12), Johnny Gonzales 
Rhumba Orch (5); $3.50 minimum. 





With a seating capacity of nearly 


imately a city block, Stanley Blins- 
trub unveils his mammoth nitery 
with a staunch. lineup topped by 
Current book- 
ing is actually a trial run testing 
the draw of names in this spot, 
which has built a solid rep for 
sood food with medium budgeted 
shows ang which gets heavy play 
from organizations, clubs, parties, 
etc 

Due to space limitations, many 
potential groups were forced to go 
elsewhere, which led Blinstrub to 
enlarge to what is 


current one-week stanza, cafe was 
to revert to lower budgeted shows 
until shuttering for summer, but 
plans are underway to book in stars 
instead. One advantage bistro 
has over most others is extremely 
high ceiling, allowing room to 
showcase aerial acts which | are 
usually forced to bypass nitery 


| stints. 


While accoustical and public ad- 
dress system bugs were evident at 


| preem, plus seating arrangement | Cals. 
| deficiencies these will undoubtedly 


be corrected before fall kickoff. 

Patti Page, hand-picked for the 
shakedown cruise, clicks strongly 
with a 35-minute stint which in- 
cludes “Congratulate Me, I'm in 
Love,” “Detour,” “Whispering 
Winds”; the special, “Standing 
Room Only,” and the_tearjerker, 
“I’m Glad That You’re Happy With 
Somebody Else,” cleffed by Hubs- 
ters Benny Drohan and Benny 
McLaughlin. Due to time element, 
chirp bypassed “‘Tennessee Waltz” 
trademark at opener bit has since 
added it to stanza. Combination of 
gal’s nifty appearance and _ slick 
pipes result in begoff. 

Balance of bill is also sotid, with 
the Rivieras scoring strongly via 
reverse Apache routine, the gal 


| who has made good in the uptown |tossing her male partner around 


| 


with some double somersaults and | 


twists thrown in. Sexy Paulette 
introduces the act as a gym in- 
structress, while Paul is the rube 
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| Grant’s Riviera 





RESTAURANT AND BAR 

| 158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 
'* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 
' Duplicate Prizes Awardee tn the Case of Tie: 























IN THE HEART OF CHICAGO'S LOOP 
near the Chicago, Harris, Selwyn and 
Erlanger Theatres, and adjacent to all 
television stations it’s the 


RANGROFT HOTEL 


89 W. Randolph &t. Franklin 12-4740 
Special Rates for Show Folk 
Newly Decorated New Management 











| 
| 


| 





swankeries. Miss Warren has an | 
agile and smooth delivery that | 
makes her look good in contrasting | 
deliveries. On night caught, Miss | 
Warren shifted between sensitive | 
ballads and broad farce. It’s an | 
odd combination that fits her. Good | 
writing and arrangements are evi- | 
dent. 
The accomp is by Downey as- | 
sisted by Harold Fonville. The two 
combine for some fine twin ivory- 
ing to warm up the house. Jose. 


Hoiel Radisson, Mpls. 
Minneapolis, June 21. 

Maureen Cannon, Ramon Noval 
Orch (7); $2.50-$3.50 minimum. 





Tiny, pretty Maureen Cannon, | 
who apparently has enlisted quite 
a TV following here, dispenses 
heaps of charm, and, with her 
proved vocal ability, it’s sufficient 
to make her completely captivating 
in this personal appearance. In- | 
vesting her song repertory with | 
Winning exuberance, sparkle, ani- 
mation and zest and embellishing | 
much of her chirping with amusing | 
bits of business, she is consider- | 
able of an asset fpr this smart, in- | 
timate room, providing a superior 
brand of pleasant singing enter- | 
tainment. She does so well by her | 
surefire hit parade, familiar musi- 
cal comedy and old time favorites 
numbers, frequently heard over 
the air or elsewhere, that they bear | 
repetition at her hands, and her 
routine proves entirely acceptable. 

The highly personable Miss Can- 
non attempts practically no side 
excursions into patter, a few brief 
explanatory introductions to selec- 
tions being the extent of her vocal 
interruptions. She makes no ring- | 
side tables tours, either. Instead.,. 
she confines herself to a pure-and- 
simple, unvaried song recital, go- | 
ing straight from one number to'! 
another while remaining stationery 
at the mike. But she is so com- 
pletely ear and eye intriguing and 








} 


| the numbers are so listenable that 


the performance never becomes 
menetonous and is always delight- | 
ul, 

She doesn’t need to take a back 
seat to Vivian Blaine or Carro! 
Channing for his renditions of 
“Take Back Your Mink” and “A 
Little Girl from Little Rock.” She’s 
also completely successful with 
“Gee But You're Swell,” “Broken 
Héarted.” “Back in the Good Old 
Days.” “Week End in Havana” and 
“Row. Row, Row.” 

Upon its initial appearance here. 
the Ramon Noval Latin-American 
crew impresses as an excellent ag- 
gregation for this spot, being a 
novelty as well as topnotch dance 
and show orchestra, with Noval 
himself a firstrate singer and 
snappy, peppy conductor. Room |! 
well filled at sugger show caught. | 

Rees. | 


with abandon. Also include a fast 
jitterbug, winding with series of 
butterflies and double cartwheels. 

The Belmonts, another terp duo, 
grab slick reaction with waltz, 
tango and foxtrot ballroomology 
and a fast mambo which eases into 
an Irish jig. Pair is neatly attired 
for fine visual impact. 

Bill tees off with sesh of fast 


| tap and soft-shoe by Lewis & Van, 


followed by vocal stanza of spot’s 
longtime singer, Ted Cole. Guy 
effectively baritones such ballads 


as “Tenderly,” “Be Anything” and | 


“Forgive Me” in casual style for 
nice mitt reaction. 

Layout is emceed by Johnny 
Morgan, a comie with a potpourri 
of gags, many of which unneces- 
sarily border on the indigo. His 
best quip, on viewing the vast ex- 
panse of the nitery, was “I’ve 
played in smaller towns than this.” 
Overall, he drew his share of 
yocks. 

Musical backgrounding is sup- 


| plied by Miclrael Gaylord’s orch, 


upped from its usual five men to 
12, with maestro batoning ail but 
Page stint, which is handled by 
Jack Rael. The Johnny Gonzales 


| rhumband purveys Latino rhythms 


between _ sets. Gaylord’s aug- 
mented crew is being held over. 
Biz terrific. Elie. 


Thunderbird. Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, June 19. . 
Jimmy Dorsey Orch (16), Jay 
Lawrence, Bela Kremo, Sandy 
Evans, Eleanor Russell, 
O’Brien, Christina Carson, Kathryn 
Duffy Dansations (7); no cover or 
minimum. 
Abundance of everything — 
music, comedy, novelty—lifts this 
hour-plus chapter into a first-rate 


lure for next two frames. 


Jimmy Dorsey brought his con- 
tingent of tootlers into this wig- 
wam last summer and proved his 
worth as a draw despite formidable 
competition elsewhere on _ the 
strip. Expert blowing, coupled 
with his long-standing name in the 
music biz, marks the J. D. saxa- 
phobia as attention-riveter during 
his second Thunderbird booking. 

Spreads solo work around amongst 
his corps of solid sidemen. 
Henderson rips into “Lover” on 
hie tram; augmented by some terrif 
mute effects from the brass section. 
Male vocalist Sandy Evans has a 
shot at the spot, booming out “Tak- 
ing a Chance on Love,” “Broken- 
Hearted,” “Kiss of Fire,” for ex- 
cellent reception. Later, following 
the Bela Kremo inning, Dorsey 
brings on his Dorseyland crew for 
a driving “South Rampart Street 
Parade,” which merits top mitts. 

Tiny femme vocalist, Eleanor Rus- 
sell, takes a tripler of tunes, “Am I 
in Love,” “Warm Hearted Woman,” 
and “Guy Is a Guy,” latter with 


| sidemen inserting 


undoubtedly | 
largest nitery in the east. Following | 


Johnny | 


some unison 
warbling. Cute chirp has a_ big 
voice, in the Kay Starr range. Dor- 
sey completes his portion of the 
show with a knocked-out and dif- 


and clarinet. 

Jay Lawrence eases on to frac- 
ture assembled tablers with his 
clever satire. Takes it easy with 





|ing with first impresh set of Cary 


|Grant, Clark Gable, Gary Cooper, | 


| President Truman and Nat Cole. 
|Newsreel with English 
| swimmer bit is riotous, but his top- 
| per remains the championship fight 
| with sharp lampoons of Clem Mc- 
Carthy and Bill Corum. Neat beg- 
off gag is a honey. 

Bela Kremo breaks up the musi- 
|cal forepart of the production with 
| his amazing juggling feats. Uses 

derby and silk toppers, balls, boxes 
to wow entire room, receiving sal- 
| vos from start to finish. 

Kathryn Duffy Dansations take a 
| J. Dorsey platter fave, ““‘Wimoweh,” 
|for opening routine, setting up 
| bright mood immediately. 


pain,” applause-tickling 
|stroblight effect. Christina Carson 
|centers with her castenets and fine 
feeling for the 'berian beat. John- 
|ny O’Brien has his innings as em- 
}cee when Dorsey isn’t introing 


the various band numbers, and also | 


aids closing Duffy rounds with vo- 
Will. 


Gatineau Club, Ottawa 
Ottawa, June 20. 


Jeri Sullivan, Allan’ Drake, 
Angela & Eric Wilnow, June Oliver 
Girls (6), Harry Pozy Orch (8); 
75c cover, $1 Sat. 


Smooth, sleek and sophisticated 
Jeri Sullivan took over the 
Gatineau Club’s top spot this week 
and had a capacity teeoff house 
begging for more with no visible 
effort. Working this vast cafe can 
be tough for a single, but Miss 
Sullivan reached every table with- 
out trouble and played to a 10-song 
begoff each show. Best when her 
tune is bouncy, she still works 
plenty okay in everything she does, 
including two she wrote lyrics for 
—‘“Rum and Coca Cola” and “Reg- 
| ular Men.” 

Allan Drake, who also emcees, 
|is an effective gab and tune man 
but needs better material. Too blue 
| for this location, his opening shows 
| could also stand freshening and 
| addition of more punch for any- 

where. Even with weak stuff he 
; collects plenty palming; with 
| Suitable gags he could go a lot 
farther. 

| Angela & Eric Wilnow, terp team 
|in from Denmark, could eliminate 
the comic efforts, tighten their 





their act. Appearance is good but 
current offering has rough edges. 
June Oliver Girls, still looking like 
they just came from high school, 
acquiring attractive tan in this 
country spot. New boff costumes 
and okay routines add a lot to the 
show. 

Harry Pozy orch kudosed nightly 
for both showbacks and customer 
dancing. Johnnie Johnston plays 
piano and sings in the cocktail 
lounge. Gorm, 





Bon Soir. N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

The Bon Soir has by now become 
the Greenwich Village edition of 
the Blue Angel or Le Ruban Bleu. 
The entertainment is keyed to 
sophisticates from that sector of 
town, and talent that have played 
|the uptown swankeries are called 
upon to work in this hospice. 





who fronts and entertains, has a 
fairly pat formula for selecting 
talent that looks good here. When- 
ever he latches onto a suitable 
comedy team, they stay around for 
months on end. 
Eddie for an exceedingly long 
stretch, and now Kirkwood, & 
|Goodman are trying cut all their 
new material for a long term. 

| Mae Barnes is another longtime 
| entertainer here. Negro singer has 
lone of the more highly developed 
| song styles that accents comedy. 
| There's a good folksy quality in 
, Some of her numbers, but her 
;major forte, is the impact with 
| which she puts over a line. She's 


or a few encores. 
_ The newcomer for this edition 
|is Hamish Menzies, Scottish pian- 
ist-singer, who provides an_enter- 
taining turn. Menzies is a person- 
| able chap who spices his tunes 
with subtle indigoisms. Net effect 
is fine inasmuch as his catalog is 
| punctuated with sly laughs. Some 
| of the songs are his own. Conse- 
| quently, he knows how they should 
| be sung and proceeds to do so. He’s 
| off to healthy palms. 

The Three Flames provide the 


| orchestral background while Gar- | 


| land Wilson works the piano. 
Jose. 


ficult “Fingerbuster” on alto sax) 


1.800 i area covering approx- | “st monology, then begins build- | 
R in an ar . 


Channel | 


Finale | 
lis whopping dazzler, “Memories of | 


routine and thus greatly improve | 


Negro singer Jimmie Daniels, | 


He had Tony & | 


|}expert in this direction and stays 
Jimmy | f 


Silver Slipper. Las Vegas 


Las Vegas, June 20 

Kalantan, Hank Henry, Woo w 
Stevens, Roberto, Isabelle p,,.° 
Jimmy Cavanaugh, Dolly Dee Lie 
| (4), George Redman, Pud Brows 
, Dixielanders (6); no cover or mis ’ 
mum. — 





When the Silver Slipper Saloon 
opened its swinging doors in go 

tember, 1950, spot caught on 
|mediately with its “ga, 904" 
flavoring, flamboyant atmospie, 
of gas-lit era, and well-plan..e 
confusion. Room cated on 
grounds of the Last Fronti. - 
re-created - early Nevada 
town, also patterned ii 

period piece show-wise ita ta 
while, booking policy 

standard intime nits 

with result that biz f« 

Following sale of Last | 
to new combine, general 106 
Jake Kozloff turned the Slipper 
over to former vaude hoofer Eddie 
Fox to book and produce Budget 
was upped allowing current galaxy 
which should jampack the 299: 
seater every show. Continuance 
of this plan is certain to returp 
former SRO status. 

Spark of former show cycle wae 
vet comic Hank Henry. Wise move 
in bringing back the burly buffoon 
with his seemingly inexhaustible 
supply of sketches and _ routines 
will pay off. Excellent local biz 
will return, with Henry a big hunk 
of bait because of his standing as 
a resident of the town. 

Headliner this fortnight is exotic 
terper Kalantan. No mere strip- 
per, gorgeous brunet with finely 
wrought frameé works in a creative 
vein to background music of 
Moises Vivanco, lifted perhaps 
from the Sumac platters. Word- 
of-mouth, plus neat buildup here, 
succeeded in luring the curious 
who leave the room dazzled by the 
gal’s s.a. impact, sans vulgarity or 
exhibit of commonplace strippers’ 
stock in trade via bumps and 
grinds. College of Pacific music 
major grad, Kalantan (pseudonym 
for Mary Ellen Tillotson) found 
herself terping instead of chirping 
in L. A. Follies line, moved into 
the spot for solos. Booking in 
Mexico City, Florida, and recent 
| year’s stand at Dan’s International 
jin New Orleans prepped her for 
more extended nitery circuiting. 
Woo Woo Stevens enjoys a phe- 
|nomenal rep in certain haunts for 
| his strictly-from-hunger but highly 
| saleable songwares. He opénly ad- 
|mits having one of the corniest 
j}acts in the biz, but can do no 
wrong with his following which 
happens to be of sizable propor- 
tions in Vegas. Trademark is 

(Continued on page 52) 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
ctasons FUN-MASTER 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the Stars) 
35 ISSUES $25 
First 13 Files $7.00. All 35 issues $25.00 
Singly: $1.05 Each IN SEQUENCE Only 
(Beginning with No. 1—No Skipping! 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES per book $10 
g eeeeSur ens. os, bk. 58 
* oo " ° 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
(reissue), $3.00 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $300. Worth over a thousand 
NO C.O.D.’S 


PAULA SMITH 


200 W. 54 St., New York 19 Dept. ¥ 
Circie 7-1130 
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The MIMIC MEN 


| PALACE, New York 
| OPENING JUNE 20 
BB 1550 Bac, Newer 





Avery & Washington Sts 
The Home of Show Folk 


JACK DENTON 


WORLD'S GREATEST COMEDIAN | 


There's been some 
discussion on this. | 
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Terrific BLAIR CHATZINOFF, Post 
et 9 
Melts the sternest heart 
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“Best in town 


“Enthralled the audiences 
—HY GARDNER, Herald Tribune 
99 


kable ‘soprano 
—ABEL, Variety 
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" Slew the audiences 
a UEORGE KEAVEY, W-T Sun 
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“Tops in town 
_ DOROTHY KILGALLEN, Journal American 
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Best in years _- LEON 
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and terrific 
LEE MORTIMER, Misrow 


ARD LYONS, 
Post 


* Torres torrid 


—jIM O'CONNOR 


‘ Tremendous hit 
al Americau 


GENE KNIGHT), Joos 

ee m ” 
New sensation _ BEN SCHNEIDER, 
_ Women's Wear 


" Enchanted by her voice 
— BILL SMITH, Billboard 


"Destined for stardom 
— LOUIS SOBEL 


“Big league 
“Truly a first class singer 
_— ROBERT SYLVESTER, News 


“Decided click” LKER, 


_ DANTON WA 
News 
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Silver Slipper. Las Vegas 
shouting of “woo woo” between 
ditties, which is picked up by 
tablers and echoed throughout his 
25-minute stint of old-time and 
pop faves. 

Roberto has an unusual pup- 
peteer act, containing among his 


dolls an artist that, by adroit 
string-pulling, sketches upon 4a 
miniature pad and easel. Others | 


include a scepia blues shouter, a | 


stripper, and West Indies mambo 
terpers. Isabelle Dwan belts over 
a brace of Sophie Tuckerisms In 
tunes and manner, and grabs 
heavy mitts with tag moments of 
energetic high kicks. For a woman 
of her heft, such athletic diver- 
sions seem somewhat astounding. 
Jimmy Cavanaugh aids through- 
out with his warbling, and as 
stooge for Hank Henry. He was 
in the original company that 
opened the Slipper, Dolly Dee's 
line of four dolls lend the spirit 
of old-time western — frontier 
saloons with their opening “Can 
Can,” and curtain song and dance. 
Pud Brown’s Dixielanders, aug- 
mented by a local 369 trumpeter 
and standby 88’er, George Red- 
man, had some difficulties in run- 
ning down varied scores at first, 
but will steady in time. Will. 





Bellevue Casine, Ment’l 
Montreal, June 20. 

Roger Ray, Fedi Fedi, 4 Philips, 
Clef Dwellers (6), Charles Tyrell, 
Genia Mel, Casino Line (10), Bix 
Belair Orch (11), Buddy Clayton 
Quartet with Ann Somers; $1 
admission. 





With the impact of the tourist 
biz already taking effect around 
town and grosses up in ali the 
major saloons, manager Harry 
Holmok is currently getting his 
share with dividends—for present 
offering. As usual, the payoff pro- 
ductions are under the firm hand 
of Mme. Kamarova, who mixes the 
artistic with banality for big re- 
turns. With the exception of the 
Clef Dwellers and Fedi Fedi, most 
of the acts have played this room 
before and all are welcome re- 
turnees. 

Headliner, Roger Ray, back from 
a hefty session in Australia with a 
touring “Peep Show” company, is 
as effective as ever with his corned- 
up marimba playing and gin sales- 
man routine. Poorly placed mikes 
didn’t help his gabbing on night 
caught and guy has same tendency 
to take umbrage at any patron who 
doesn't give him full attention. 

Baritone Charles Tyrell (New 
Acts) is standout in the big “Show 
Boat” spectacle midway through 
revue, and hoofer Genia Mel shows 

a ae A 9 NR EON SOF Sa 


: HILTON 
SISTERS 


. World Famous 
. Siamese Twins 
‘a 


CURRENTLY 
RKO PALACE THEATRE 
TOLEDO, OHIO 
Personal Manage ft 

‘ men 


ROSS FRISCO 
100 Boylston St. Boston, Mass. 














































e 
PATRICE 


HELENE and HOWARD 


Opening July 11 (2 weeks) 
_ LAST FRONTIER HOTEL 
Las Vegas, Nev. 


Dir.: M.C.A. 
Per. Mgt. TOM SHEILS 
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Night Club Reviews 
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+though she were dancin 











to best advantage in the . finale 
when she gets a spot that. is better 
suited to her particular, style. In 
earlier moments, this trim per- 
former is hesitant and unsure, as 
on eggs. 

Of the newcomers Fedi Fedi and 
his gimmicked doll dancers draw 
a big Bellevue reception, Because 
of physical position of guy and the 
one costume (he performs doubled- 
up, using his arms as femme legs 
and wearing male and female 
dummies in Latin outfits on his 
back), there is little chance for the 
necessary variations. Act tends to 
become repetitious despite novelty 
and guess element for the clientele. 

The Clef Dwellers, two gals and 
four guys, have youth and looks 
on their side but suffer from over- 
arranged numbers. Combo also 
loses overall effectiveness because 
of poor positioning on bill. They 
precede the song-heavy “Show 
Boat” production (which they also 
appear in) and the seemingly end- 
less vocalizing period is too much 
for even the most hardened Bel- 
levuite. 

The Four Philips and their amaz- 
ing Indian club tossing are surefire 
for any big layout. Working with 
speed and finesse, they build easily 
and wind up with a whirlwind pitch 
making 12 clubs look like 50. 

Despite the comics, the sight 
acts, et al. the Bellevue line of 
eight ponies and two well-exposed 
showgirls still rivets best attention. 
Part of the appeal, besides the 
revealing costumes and shapely 
figures, is probably due to the fact 
that these dolls can dance and, 
what’s more, they all seem to like 
the work. Newt. 


EI Cortez, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, June 19. 
Jimmy Ames, Noble & King, In- 
strumentalists (3), Alice Hall 
Quartet (4); no cover or minimum. 





El Cortez Hotel was at one time 
the rival of the Nevada Biltmore 
for top name acts in Vegas. Over 
a decade ago, this hospice was a 
must for nitery rounders. After the 
first resort hotel was built (El 
Rancho Vegas) in 1940 and 
calamitous howls to the contrary 
notwithstanding proved that future 
big biz was headed for wide-open 
spaces of sage and sand south of 
Vegas proper, downtown’ spas de- 
clined in popularity. 

When the second resort hotel 
was built and opened in 1942 by 
Texas theatre biggie, the late R. E. 
Griffith, fate of Main Stem hotel 
eminence was definitely sealed. 
New luxury caravansarie was the 
Last Frontier. Designer of con- 
struction was Bill Moore, Jr., Grif- 
fith’s nephew. He remained as pub- 
licity head and later general man- 
ager until the hotel was sold last 
year to the Katleman-Kozloff-Mc- 
Afee combine. Moore immediately 
announced plans for the huge nine- 
story Caribbean on the Strip to 
cost $9,000,000, but instead of wait- 
ing for the loot to accumulate 
from various sources, bought into 
the El Cortez, owned by J. K. 
Houssels, Sr., long-time gambling 
op and resident of Las Vegas. 

They sunk $200,000 into the 
hotel, which had become a com- 
mercial enterprise, and with in- 
genious architectural replanning 
and services of decorator Tom 
Douglas, converted the spot inte a 
luxury stopover point and e 
for big-moneyed gamblers. 

Opening last Thursday (19) was 
| highly successful. Din from gaming 
tables, wheels and slots drowned 


the Buccaneer Room adjoining, 
many times, but could not stop 








| Ames. 

| Somewhat on the pallid side are 
|the duettings of Noble & King. 
Pair failed to kindle any spark 
{from tablers at show caught, and 
| unless they revitalize their reper- 
| toire, Similar reception will con- 
| tinue. It’s a bit on the lifted pinky 
| side as duo warble, “Oh My Darl- 


| Were Young Maggie Blues,” “Hold 
| Me, “No Business Like Show 


in the Spring Again.” 

Proceedings take a sharp swing 
upward when zany Jimmy Ames 
yelps out his raucous material. No 
,pattern seems to be set as he 
flings out his unrelated gab, 
nevertheless winning big yocks. 
His song bits are funny in the 
main, “Indian Love Call.” and 
“Cry” being better than average. | 
Best bit is the Ames’ standard. 
tour through audience with saw. 
and hammer, winding up enstage 
once more to squeal “Aloha.” 
Exits after “Life Is Just a Bowl 


of Cherries,” to solid mitts. 








out songstint of Noble & King in} 


| the leather lungs of comic Jimmy | 


|} ing,” “Cockeyed Optimist,” “Sep- | 
{tember Song,” “When You and [| 


| Business” and “We'll Gather Lilacs 


Bagatelle, London 
London, June 18. 
Hadda Brooks, Arnold Bailey 
Swingtette, Edmundo Ros Rhumba 
Band; $5.75 minimum, 





The British cabaret debut of 
Hadda Brooks doesn’t measure up 
to expectations. Her recent work 
in Hollywood films gave rise to 
hopes that the sepia songstress 
would follow the long line of hit 
attractions from America and chalk 
up a personal success. 

Gal is a looker, is attractively 
gowned, and has a fine pair of 
pipes, but her act is completely 
unimaginative and frequently dull. 
It has no spark of originality, 
with too many conventional ar- 
rangements of old-time song hits. 

For half the act the chanteuse is 
self-accompanied. She’s an ac- 
complished pianist but tries none 
of the classical stuff for which she 
is noted. Instead she offers a 
boogie interpretation of “Hu- 
moresque.” 

Filling the standard 30-minute 
spot, Miss Brooks gets her best 
reception for a couple of breezy 
numbers, “I’m the Lonesomest Girl 
in Town” and “Hey Monsieur.” The 
St. Louis Blues” as it might be 
played in New York’s Greenwich 
Village doesn’t-mean much to the 
Londoners in the audience, al- 
though it is obviously enjoyed by 
visiting Yanks. 

Act is showcased in straight- 
forward style by the Arnold Bailey 
Swingtette who ‘provide the terp- 
ing rhythm with the Edmundo Ros 
combo. Myro. 


Mapes Skyroom. Reno 

Reno, June 20. 
Beatrice Kay (with Sylvan 
|Green), Artie James, Walton & 
O’Rourke, Jean Devlin Skylettes 
(8), Eddie Fitzpatrick Orch; no 
cover or minimum. 





Beatrice Kay clowns and laughs 
through a lot of her old standards, 
but has a load of fine new mate- 
rial. Appearance is no longer in 
the Gay ’90s costume but in a neat 
white strapless that makes her 
look like a garden party hostess— 
but not for long. With husband 
Sylvan Green at the piano, the red- 
head delivers a tasty pudding of 
old tunes, parody, and special ma- 
terial. . 

Opening with “Mention My 
Name.in Reno” and “‘“Remember It’s 
Our Country That’s at Stake,” she 
provides a clue to rest of show. 
She has removed herself from 
dependency on double -entendre 
lyrics and now sells completely 
with humor and personality. In 
one nifty interlude, she talks for 
over five minutes, delivering joke 
after joke with her w.k. tongue in 
cheek, down-cast eyes and kick of 
the leg. In a riotous intro to “Put 
Your Shoes on Nelly,” she jives, 
dances, does a comic be-bop, and 
maintains continuous laughter. 

Special bits like “Anticipation Is 
Greater Than Realization” have ex- 
tremely clever lyrics socked over 
for all they’re worth by her timing 
and emphasis. Other numbers in- 
clude, “I Don’t Care,” “Put Your 
Arms Around Me,” “You Made Me 
What I Am Today,” 

Artie James is a smash roller- 
skating artist. In a noiseless rou- 
tine, he waltzes and twirls grace- 
fully in the confined area. He spins 
to a blur on both skates, then on 
one. Windup is a terrific spin while 
lighting a cigaret. 

a" Walton and O’Rourke produce a 
springtime revue” for mario- 
nettes—the cast including two skel- 
etons, a colored porter, a drunken 


| dowager, and singer and_pianist. 
| Inte sting and clever addition to 
usual routine is the participation | 


of one or the other of the men in 
the act with the wooden charac- 
ters. Gimmick at end of show 
brings a marionette around to the 
table to sniff at drinks and con- 
verse with costumers. Mark. 





Ruby Foe’s, Montreal 
_. Montreal, June 21. 
Paul Villard, Christine Garden, 





Joska_de Barbary, Len Berger, 
Fred Toldy; no cover or minimum. 


Paul Villard’s casual manner of 
putting over his sea songs and off- 
the-cob bits of poetry is still a 
heavy draw with patrons of this 
plush eatery on the outskirts of 
Montreal. 

_ Garbed in a comfortable seago- 
ing rig, Villard reprises most of | 
the numbers he has established on | 
previous visits to this room and 
for local consumption has added 
a brace of new entries that click. 
Of these, his interpretation of 
Henry Drummond's “Wreck of the 
Julie Plante” with a pseudo- 
French-Canadian accent picks up| 
biggest yocks and attention. Laced | 
around such items as “Foggy Dew” | 
and an innuendo-laden limerick | 
routine about the love life of a 
well-traveled sailor are a couple 
of Masefield poems which may 


Will, | seem incongruous for a saloon, but | Johnny Kerrison band. 


wie Villard’s handling they are 
surefire. 

Villard accompanies all offerings 
with an agreeably qn accordion 
and is Cage wie with his songalog 
on every showing. 

Preceding the salty touches of 
Villard is the pleasant chirping of 
Christine Garden who bows into 
the Montreal scene for the first 
time and does very nicély. That 
Miss Garden is a newcomer as a 
cafe singer is obvious, but there 
is a forthrightness about her offer- 
ings that evidence basic savvy and 
future possibilities. * 

Leading off with “Tenderly” she 
tries a French number, “Dancing 
With Me.” which seems to be a 
little too much for her in this 
room, but she recovers neatly with 
“Sorrento” for plaudits. Gal has 
the voice plus good appearance; 
all she needs now are a few origi- 
nal arrangements and a sharper 
presentation. : 

Len Berger and Joska de Bar- 
bary team up for the piano and 
violin interludes between shows 
with 88’er Fred Toldy taking the 
relief spots. Newt. 





Eddys’, K. C. 
Kansas City, June 20. 
Noonan & Marshall, Deane Car- 
roll, Tony DiPardo Orch (8); $1 
cover. 





Package which the Eddy Bros. 
have put together for this fortnight 
comprises a couple of acts new to 
this room, Deane Carrol! as the 
musicomedy styled singer and 
Noonan & Marshall with their 
broad comedy antics combine for a 
40-minute session that’s entertain- 
ing throughout. 

Blonde, petite Miss Carroll’s, 
forte is show favorites sung 
straight and embellished with per- 
| sonality. She roams the floor with 
la mike to bring her vocals right to 
the audience. A bug or two in the 
mike slowed her opening, but once 
these were out of the way she built 
nicely to close with a strong recep- 
tion. 
| “Sunny Side Up” and “Granada” 
lin Spanish and “I'll Take Ro- 
|mance” serve to get her stint un- 
'derway. She blossoms consider- 
ably in “Boutonierre” as she gives 
out carnations to male ringsiders. 
Montage of musicomedy faves, po- 
litical parody on “Missouri Waltz” 
and polished vocal on “Deep in My 
Heart” bring work to close. 


As with Miss Carroll, Tommy 
Noonan & Pete Marshall are new 
to Kansas City. Their lively com- 
edy pattern is well suited to this 
room. They get right into the 
swing with bit of the magic ear- 
plugs in which neither hears the 
other without the plugs and only 
one set between them. Brings good 
round of chuckles and prepares 
way for controversial disk jockey, 
with Marshall handling the mike 
and Noonan playing the ringside 
drunk, Dutchman, Irishman and 
typical cab driver interviewees. 
It’s a good session that demon- 
strates their versatility. 

“Denver Dimples” satirizes the 
AM hillbillies with Marshall doing 
the comic monology. “TV Audi- 
tion” is vehicle for impersonations, 
Marshall doing Vaughn Monroe 
and Jack Smith while Noonan 
pitches in with Gary Cooper and 
“J. Steadman” who spells his way 
through the audition. Marshall vo- 
cals “Five Foot Two” straight, and 
two follow with “The Chef Aberni,” 
a sock closer.. Quin. 


Dorchester. London 
London, June 19. 


| » Barbara Perry, Cyril Grantham 
& Dorchester-Arcadians, Johnny 
Kerrison Orch; $3 minimum. 











Although she has played sev- 
eral theatre dates in London dur- 
ing the past few years, this is Bar- 
bara Perry’s first cabaret engage- 
ment here. Currently she’s danc- 
ing star in the British musical, 
“Zip Goes a Million,” and thus has 
a worthwhile following. 

_ Within the accepted time limita- 

tions of a solo dancing act, Miss 
Perry does a slick job. Her rou- 
tines are original, the program is 
in neat contrasting style, and she 
has that wanting-to-please manner 
which gets the right response. 

In the 15 minutes she’s on stage 
the terper gets through five dances, 
starting off with “In a Country 











Garden,” which is done as a charm- 
ing, unsophisticated number. By 
way of contrast, she switches to a 
routine illlustrating how a Span- 
ish girl might react in Harlem, and 
good comedy effect is her concep- 
tion of a city girl on a dude ranch. 
As a spectacular closer she does a 
lively fire dance. 





Miss Perry terps with great con- 
fidence and skill and has fashioned 
an eye-appealing act which re-| 
ceives good customer reaction. Cy- | 
ril Grantham’s combo backgrounds 
in hep style and also supplies the 
straight dance music with the 


New Golden, Reng 


Reno, June 
Al Morgan, Helen 0’ 2 
Step Brothers, Radio Rogwatell ‘ 
True Dancers (8), Paul Penge”? 
Orch; no cover or minimum, 
_l 


‘This show establishes 1 
Golden as a hot contende (fh 
big race for Reno summer tr te 
With four top acts booked oa 
current run, there seems to he 
doubt about the intentions of ~ 
management—to lure the gambi” 
trade with topflight shows’ 
Al Morgan headlines this driv 
ing layout. Pint-sizeq bundle \s 
energy explodes song after : 
for a full 25-minute stint. ~. 


recording artist sits at an a 
and sets a mike stand between 0. 
knees. Then, in a flailing of pt 
stamping of feet, he keeps patron 


clamoring for more. 

Morgan cuts loose with such 
things as “When You’re Smiling” 
“I'll Never Let You Cry Over Mes 
and a “jealous” ‘medley gy 
“Jealous,” “Jealous Eyes” and 
“Jealous Heart.” He is so vigor 
ous in his playing and singing he 
cannot be ignored. In addition, he 
exhibits a great personality and 
has interesting catch patter be. 
tween songs. 

Helen O'Connell charms yj, 
numbers she helped popularize 
with Jimmy Dorsey and Bob Eberle 
—“Green Eyes,” “Tangerine” and 
“All of Me.” Her fresh, scrubbed 
good looks would make any sharp 
patter seem out of place, s0 she 
introduces numbers briefly and 
gets on with the singing. Good re. 
turns are scored on “Be Anything” 
With “Star Eyes” she quiets the 
place—a difficult job with the res 
taurant opening on to the casino, 
The number is done to a nice, soft 
rhumba background. Best encore 
is an oldie, “Arthur Murray Taught 
Me Dancing In A Hurry.” 

The Four Step Brothers, in top. 
hats, white «ties, .and tails, have 
flash and sparkle in the teeoff spot, 
In great precision taps they show 
originality and clever routining. 
Challenges on solo bits keep all 
hands clapping. They beg off. 

Radio Rogues have a great ses 
sion with impreshes of everyone 
from Benny, Godfrey and Wallace 
Beery, to Sinatra, Eckstine, Nat 
“King” Cole and Harry Truman, 
Sirging takeoffs on Sinatra, John- 
nie Ray and Vaughn Monroe reap 
good mitts. Best serious bit is 
Beery in scene from “The Champ.” 

The Terry True Dancers are the 
best-looking line in the area 

Mark, 





Scot Stage-Screen Club in Red 
Glasgow, June 17. 
Stage and Screen Memorial 
Club, social center of show bit 


tober, may have to shuttle for fi- 
nancial reasons. Club has lounges 
dedicated to Sir Harry Lauder and 
Will Fyffe. It owes about $9,000. 
Show biz folks offered to raise coin 
via theatre shows. 





Joel Gray and Gelli Galli pacted 
for the July 3 sess_vn at the Copa- 











cabana, N. Y. 
FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, 


presents 





Now Appearing 
THE CASINO DELLE ROSA 
Rome, Italy 


American Rep. WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
TAVEL-MAROUANI! AGENCY, PARI 


WE ARE LOOKING FOR 
a man who can deliver 
various dialects for a new 
TV puppet show. Write ex 
perience to: Bomhard, 51 E. 
55th St., N. Y. 22. 


e€, 


ONLY $1 (minimum) 


is all it costs now to have ovr press 


clipping service per month (plus © few 


—_ 











cents per clipping). 
NATIONAL PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE 
P.O. Box 6562, Chicago 80, Ill. 
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SID SHALIT, N. Y. Daily News— 
“Jackie Kannon, show stopping comedian 
— at the Latin Quarter, is a great star of the 


‘ future." 
it 1s : 





ha ROBERT DANA, N. Y. World-Telegram-Sun— 


“ "... has a style that is refreshing, and 
ready to make New Yorkers claim him for 











JACKIE 
ANNON 


rh their own.” 
ni Just Concluded 


+e me LEE MORTIMER, N. Y. Daily Mirror— 
ao “A comedy newcomer undoubtedly headed 
; pec aagl LATIN QUARTER 
ted Billboard— 
sal “D h k eldom heard at 
— the si te : hi Hed on duckie up NEW YO HA 
DN, with howls.” 
. My sincere thanks to LOU WALTERS and 
HY GARDNER, N. Y. Herald Tribune— the rest of the wonderful Latin Quarter crew. 
"Is the freshest thing to come out of De- 
troit si Ford switched f Tin Li 
es Currently — (Return Engagement) ‘ 


EARL WILSON, New York Post— e 5 O'CLOCK CLUB, Miami Beach 


5A “TODAY'S BRAVOS: Jackie Kannon's com- 
edy at the Latin Quarter.” 


ao 
=< 


Followed By — 


5 pie at anal a ® 
. Y. Journal-American— 
B. "Big click.” PARAMOU NT, New York 
WALTER WINCHELL, Daily Mirror— and 
} "Jackie Kannon has coast scouts bidding.” * C0 F A 
' PA ABAN y New York 
| Variety— 
“Strong item is Jackie Kannon, a solid Voted the “(COMEDIAN OF THE YEAR”’ by 
bit in his room. the National Association of Gagwriters. 


- 





Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY Press: PAUL W. BENSON 
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54 HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





" samba. Frenchman gets chuckles 
Paramount, N. ¥. with his imitation of a concert 


Les Paul & Mary Ford (4), Ralph | ™. a , 
; pianist’s debut racing with the 
ert gg le orch. Best of his different types of 
Clash. By Night” (RKO), re-| 88ers is the jitterbug pounder, 
lewed % Sy oeeey May 14, *52 which leads into his boogie woogie 
newer » . ; composition, solidly played, for a 
hefty getoff mitt. It’s too bad that 





Palladiam, London 
London, June 1%. | 
Jack Benny, Dennis Day, Iris 
Adrian, Muriel Landers, June 
Earle, Continental | Charlivels; 
Bill, Russell; Maj. Britt with Ken 
Gardner an Douglas Young; 








The Par continues to count on |time or management doesn’t permit 
disk names for pull. After a smash | his working with his small con-— 
three .weeks with Johnnie Ray, | certina,. usually an important part | 
house is following strong with, of the act and an applause-getter. | 
Capitol Records’ pace-setting Les | Renald & Rudy, attired in white 
Paul & Mary Ford. As an added | briefs, capture the admirers of the 
lure for the teen trade, booker | flexing muscle school with some 
Harry Levine has backed the Paul-| excellent slow-motion balancing. 
Ford combo with two more disk | Control is near perfect and the 
strongos, Ralph Marterie orch | lads build up their pulls and lever 
(Mercury) and Tommy Edwards work with lots of punch, backed 
(M-G-M). Coupling of the wax-| by dramatic, classical music. The | 
loaded layout with an adult pic, | hand-to-hand work is climaxed by 
“Clash By Night,” should hypo the one-hand pushup from prone posi- 
b.o. action in the evenings as well | tion. 
as matinees. Larrie and Trudie Leung, young 

The powerhouse platter team of| Chinese couple, are an attractive 
Paul and his frau, Mary, are spotted | pair who waste a good deal of 
i: the closing niche and hit big| time before giving out in the last 
on each rendition. They display | few moments what they are capable 
sock stage savvy by giving the, of doing. Male has some corny 
pewholders the same sound they | Oriental jokes, bringing chuckles 
project on their records. It’s done | as well as moans. There are some 
via a specially-constructed guitar | imitations of the pop crooners, 
that gives the echo chamber effect | which are passable, but now over- 
and the added offstage voice of|done in theatres and video. Lad 
Carol Ford, (Mary’s sister) to as-| has pleasant straight voice which 
sist on the multiple-voiced vocals. | he doesn’t use except in one tune, 
Team is rounded out by bassist | and that has a comedy twist, which | 





Wally Kamin who appears on stage | kills the rendition. iP 


with the duo. A showmanly sur- Supposedly depicting a Chinese | 
prise note could be added if they'd | dance, duo swing into a trucking | 
permit Carol to come out from | session. Man breaks away to g0| 
behind the curtain for a windup|into some fine taps and running 
number with her sister. splits for audience pounding. With | 
Paul-Ford register strongly as| more straight vocaling and danc- | 
they reprise their platter clicks.| ing, this would be a much more | 
Open with “Mocking Bird Hill,” | potent act. Zabe. 
follow with a fast-paced medley, —_—_———- 
including “In The Good Old Sum-| Theatre Royal, Glasgow | 
mertime,” “How High The Moon” Glasgow, June 16. | 
and “I'm Confessin’,” and then in-| Stewart Cruikshank presentation | 
to a slick workover of ig to of variety-revue “Half-Past Eight.” | 
World Is Waiting For The Sun-! stars George Lacy, Stanley Baxter; | 
rise’ and “Smoke Rings” are next | features Andrew Macpherson. Com- 
for big reception, Change ace pany includes Bond Rowell, Cicely 
‘ © > - H tt, Jame eys, Marion . 
Home,” which provides opportunity com” Poul ny a Chord, Annette 
for okay mugging, and wind with | Gibson, Pamela Wardel. Dances ar- 
. wk ee Rag.” They're |ranged by Cherry Willoughby. 
Cc fay. \e wor " 
The two Peiro Bros. score easily yeh ate a damee at Muciee 
in the leadoff with a crack juE- | Royal Glasgow, June 16, ’52. 
gling turn. Duo nabs good mitt) : ; : 
p Pinay ed cy fo eee vane 9 This edition of the annual straw- 
ne Ss e : a 
other switching cigarets and clin igents sooaitekeny ee 
Bean as they simultaneously heave |certain polish and style, but tees 
Tommy Edwards is only mildly + ‘eG enemas bales "tn the 
effective in the deuce. Negro sing-| yn-funny class Opening scene. | 
er, who's a potent lyric purveyor | too. is in need of re-writing, the in- 
on records, fails to create much | troductory chores via lit-up names 
eigen eae ae pleas: | resulting in confusion to stubhold- 
. ‘ “lers. 
tune turn comes to life only in| Gceenes. well produced by 
ie ra i¢] “Teo | - 9 V 2 
bcemaion of ks All IN, Mea icy acheye a nd San 
dtninits 4 un mien 0 ; | ard, right, well-define ecor is 
“Chicks Too Young To Fry” and |noticeaie In A Swi Romance. 
2 a Se ). |. which ex-London Windmill gal 
ing, but his forte 18 sentimental | Snet’e, Gibson plays The Boy and 
; : “ ' ' , sShow’s principa 
ag oe yer Ah sane ee groove |dancer, is the little Swiss miss, 
Comedian Joey Bishop follows Sadineaed on. First hy if aslooed 
with yock patter that's excellently | with ~ aStudeat ‘Days ice 
delivered if not too wisely se-| built round the tunes “You Will 
lected. His class timing, however,|Remember Vienna,” “Students’ 
keeps the customers howling. March,” “I Bring a Love Song.” 
Although Marterie’s crew is de-| and ending on comedy note noe 
veloping as potent entry in the George Lacy sings “I Will Rem en 
upbeat ars picture, it’s| ber Vienna.” —_ 
given slight chance to show its; B item i F 
wares here. The three rhythm, five semen } na Hi — } — 
reed, and seven brass outfit, with | revolutionary. a comedy character 
the maestro on trumpet, opens with | in the best traditions y New Sc : 
a neatly arranged “Perdida” and|comic, graduate to vaude f o 
later in the show belts out an/the legit. i - ly — mn 
okay version of “In A_ Persian | ny ry ; 8 visually very fun- 
Market.” Band provides a work- | dle-class pentilite yy wt ody Lg 2 
manly showbacking job. Gros. | that a large number of stubholders 
gence - at this theatre fall into every class, 
Chicago, Chi the would-be caviar set, whom Bax- 
Chicago, June 20. ter tilts at, but ironicall the F 
pow ily they don’t 
Billy Williams Quartet, Rolly pores themselves with his barbs, 
Rolls. Renal® & Rudy, Larrie while at same time laffing at ’em. 











Frank Cook, Two Alfreros, Tiller 


'Girls (16), Woolf Phillips Sky- 


rockets Oreh. 


For the third time in four years, 
Jack Benny is a smash at the Pal- 
ladium. It is as on previous OC- 
casions, more than a personal tri- 
umph, and as he says in his act, he 
has a talent for picking talent. In 
previous years he had Phil Harris, 





| Mary Livingstone, and Rochester 


in support, but this time there is a 
complete change in cast. Dennis 
Day, his principal aid¢, receives a 


|top-grade Palladium ovation, and 
three girls brought over from | 
Hollywood without any advance | 


flack, make a breezy contribution 
to the comedy appeal of the show. 
The Benny technique may be 
unchanged but his material is en- 
tirely new. There is the familiar 
casual entrance, the prolonged 
pauses, the quiet and restrained 
style. For the first 10 minutes he 
holds the stage solo, delivering his 
patter in effortless style before in- 
troducing Dennis Day, who proves 
a nifty comedian in his own right 
as well as a first-class vocalist. 
Day kicks ofi with half a dozen 
numbers including a couple of sen- 
timental tunes such as “Never” and 


| “Because,” but makes his biggest 


click with an impersonation of Jim- 
my Durante’s “Inky Dinky Doo” and 
“Roamin’ in the Gloantin’” in the 
style of the late Sir Harry Lauder. 
He rates boff reception for an un- 
inhibited rendition of “Sweetheart” 
a la Johnnie Ray, with Benny and 
all the orch’s violinists winding up 
on their backs on the stage (as per 
Benny’s TV show in the States). 

The gals are brought into the 
act as a trio being auditioned to 
accompany Benny on his provincial 
tour. Muriel Landers, as_ the 
heavyweight member, and_ Iris 
Adrian, as the tough blonde, col- 
lar most ef the laughs. June Earle 
gets fewer opportunities, but does 
them well. 

Act has original and effective 
ending. Benny is playing his fid- 
dle while his recorded voice ex- 
presses the thoughts that run 
through the minds of American 
headliners at the Palladium. It’s 
an amusing gimmick which winds 
the show in great style. 

Program opens with the Tiller 
Girls in a new and pleasing rou- 
tine, followed by Two Alfreros, a 
Continental team of equilibrists 
with a polished act which includes 
some nifty head-to-head balancing 
and some original strong-arm pre- 
cision stuff. Frank Cook, the only 
other American in the bill apart 
from the starring combo, comes to 
the Palladium after two years at 
the Victoria Palace and gets warm 
ovation for his simultaneous play- 
ing of guitar and a miniature har- 
monica. Mostly doing pop num- 
bers like “12 Street Rag” and “I’ve 
Got Rhythm,” he also displays a 
deft skill at more classical com- 
positions andj does a smart job with 
the overture from “William Tell.” 

A novelty item in the bill is the 
Maj. Britt act on a portable ice 
rink. There is not much appeal, 
however, beyond the novelty angle. 
The cramped space does not give 
the skating star adequate scope and 
when she’s accompanied by her 
two male _partners, the routines 
have to be reduced to almost ele- 
mentary level. 

Billy Russell, a standard British 
act, purpocts to give the working 
man’s point of view on things in 
general, but too much of his pat- 
ter is on the vulgar side, ahd 





Trudie Leung, Louis Basil Orch; | COMle has a strong foil in experi- 
“Pat and Mike” (M-G)., enced vaude-man Bond Rowell, 

| longtime partner of comedian Jack 
Anthony. 


Last of the two-week attractions | Pac : 
several months here should be | ace of show brisks up after the 


one of the better grossers. Evident- | /™t¢rval, with warmer audience re- 
ly there's some pull in the head-|2¢ton to better comedy material. 








lining Billy Williams Quartet as a 
result of their teevee singing in| 
“Show of Shows,” with matinee | 
audience shouting out for tunes | 
they have featured on the pro-} 
gram. Rest of the bill is competent 
backing for the last act. 

Not only as a vocal group, but | 
as a mobile, eye-pleasing sight, | 
sepia four sock over one song | 
after another. While Williams does 
the lead chirping at one mike the 
trio work at the other, always in 
blend. 

With the exception of two pop 
nitmbers, “Wheel of Fortune” and 
“Anytime,” most of the other offer- 
ings are on the fast, upbeat side. 
for sock rhythm = § arrangements. 
Teeing off with “Red River Valley,” 
they hit again with “After You've 
Gone” and really rock with “Ride 
Red. Ride” which has the leader 
leaping. For an encore they pre- 
view their latest disk, “Azurte,” a 
less frantic but pleasing tune. 

Rolly Rolls, also in the musical 
department, starts off on a serious 
note but quickly dissipates the 
classical atmosphere with a flashy 


| 225,000 dol 


Sweet thrushing comes from bru- 
net chirper Pamela Wardel, and 
there's an original “Symphonie on 
Strings scene to Kreisler music 
iood hand-to-hand music, also, for 
a “Romeo and Juliet” ballet scene 
~~ = Tchaikowsky. 
_ standout comedy sket i 
item entitled “Tt. aust Be the 
eat. Show's two stars, George 
Lacy and Stanley Baxter, portray 
respectively an elderly lady and an 
elderly gent in the lounge of a 
seaside hotel, recalling happy 
long-since days in the heat of 
Se Lacy's elderly femn 

es across excellently i 
youthful Baxter's ian ace 
oe hits a high level. 

n his second-half solo 
Stanley _ Baxter impersonates’ 
housewife — has just collared 
ars as a prize j 
football pools. It reveais mesh ae 
tive comedy, though with limite 


too soon after recent lo 

) si ngrun per- 
fou mances in hereabout locations. 
George Lacy’s breezy storytelling 
is bright, stuff. Gord,, 1 


ne study | 


there is not enough of the homely 
philosophy he does so well. 
First-timers at the Palladium, al- 
though a big hit when they played 
London a few years ago. Les Char- 
livels have Jost none of the speed 
and precision which hallmarked 
| their earlier West End_ success. 
| Their fancy hoofing, split-second 
| timing, and vigorous acrobatic 
| dancing give their act a high gloss 
to make an excellent finish for the 
‘first half of bill. 
| Apart from another briefie by 
the Tiller Girls, the Benny aggre- 
gation have the second half to 
|themselves. The Skyrockets orch 
|Is on stage with them and doing 
|their usual sterling job. Show is 
|in for three weeks and star’s wide 
appeal should leave little doubt of 
| its success. Myro. 





Capitol. Wash. 
Washington, June 22. 

_ Don Cornell, Hope Zee, Jack 
Norton, Four Wades: “Scarlet 
Angel” (U), 
{ ——__. 

This is most solid lineup Capi- 
tol has assembled in recent weeks. 


fast pace and appeal throughout. 
Despite accent on the musical, 
there’s plenty of variety for in- 
terest. - 

Headliner Don Cornell is an un- 


top showmanship. 





ity help put him across to almost 
show-stopping level. 


hen goes on to his disk hit, 


|with “Oh Marie,” first in tradi- 
for the English version. In 


“This Is Beginning of the End,” 
which garners fine reaction from 
galleries, though tune has _ less 
|merit than the others. Winds up 
with one of his other-side-of-the- 
record songs, “My Mother’s 
Pearls.” Though Cornell lacks the 
volume and grand opera style, he 
in his handling of numbers and 
the sweetness in the high notes. 
Walks off to a hefty mitt. 


comer to the vaude circuit, does 


usual singing personality, combin- 
ing a fine set of pipes with a hep 
style. Despite some obvious wres- 
tling with a sore throat at show 
caught, he managed some elabo- 
rate Levies | and parka .) 
i race and! rf 
romantic ballads wine richt a Del Raes (2); “Conji pe 
cent and dashing Italian personal- 


cuces his latest Coral recording, | yet performer and an exp 
at > € 


Wednesday, June 25, 1959 
Rome 


| 


l Tees off with “My Blue Heaven,” | it; moments although it’s 


: 0 

Walk Alone.” Latter impresses as | : - 
his best bet and is particularly | ouse since resumption 
suited to his warm type of voice | 
and tear-in-throat style. Does fine | 


tional Italian and then ab 
ro- 


Palace, N. Y. 

Berk & Hallow, Billy Roma 
Mimic Men (3), The Glenng iM” 
Dewey “Pigmeat” Markhayy (4)' 
Norman & Parker, Benny Mercg 
with Kathleen McLoughlin, The 


. : Gir] 
) 
htt reviewed in Variety June 





The Palace bill this wee, has 


ot One 
t this 
of four-a. 
acts isn’t as 
t it’s stil] a 


f the better layouts to hj 


day. The level of the 
high as it has been bu 
fairly good program. 
One of the major points ip the 
show is Benny Meroff assisted py 


Kathleen McLoughlin. Merog jg 7 
i rt cor 
ic. At show caught, a com. 


times in which his material wae 
over the head of those attending 
the dinner show, but his trick in, 
strumentalization with a variety 
of miniature instruments and some 


were 


| not in the usual orchestral cataloo 


is somewhat reminiscent of Lanza | 


Blonde, bouncy Hope Zee, new- | 


a bellringing job in her debut on | 


this stage. 
she is the chick of Capitol man- 
ager-producer Alan Zee, the 19- 


the usual pre-sold rep of the juke- 
boxes. Hurdles this handicap from 


ner and surprisingly big voice. 


She is unusually poised and con- 
fident for her years, and exudes 
the kind of enthusiasm which is 
contagious. Her junior miss looks 
and dress, plus a real flare for 
comedy, catapult her to near show- 
stopping reception. 


Lovely Day,” then dons zany bon- 
net for a hillbilly version of “Why 


Used to Do.” Changes pace—and 
bonnet—for a roaring ‘20s num- 
ber, “I Wanna Be Loved By You,” 


Charleston. Latter is her best bet 
and goes over to long mitt activity 
and appreciative giggles. Winds 


sendoff. 

The Four Wades, ‘sister and 
brother musical-terp team, are un- 
usually solid curtain raisers and 


Theirs is virtually a variety show 
in minature, with some nice, light 


ammond organ. Play in various 
combos, with one of the sisters 
adding some terp steps for inter- 
est. Latter does a novel baton- 
twirling act, and winds up with a 
precision terp duet with one of the 
brothers. Reaction is big. 

Jack Norton fills comic -slot ably 
with a fast line of patter and a 
drunk takeoff. Latter is along 
gentler lines than most, and clicks, 
but seems a bit overlong. Closes 
with a soliloquy on “Water.” Cus- 
tomers seem to go for his brand of 
comedy. Lowe. 


Pavilion, Gouroeck 
Gourock, Scotland, June 17. 
Colin Dunn, Bertha Ricardo, 

George Keenan, Alexis Crombie, 
Gracie Clark & Colin Murray, Alan 
Shires & Joanna, Eileen Rogan 
Girls, (with Cliff Stetson), Jack 
Anthony, George Keenan Orch; 
produced by Jay Morelle. 





Sparked by the infectious come- 
dy antics of Jack Anthony, this is 
one of the best layouts to hit this 
Clyde coast theatre in some time. 
It’s a fast-paced show that abounds 
in rhythm, humor and terps, and 
is just right for the summertime 
amusement-seekers at seaside. 


Don’t You Love Me Like You} 


Despite the fact that | 


make for a good applause 1 n 
up. Miss McLoughlin stooges wel 
for the comic. 

The other major comedy act 
Dewey “Pigmeat” Markham, as. 
sisted by a femme and two men 
comprises a skit somewhat below 
the level of that usually performed 


by this Negro entertainer This 
|particular courtroom scene has 
essentially good laugh situations 


year-old chantoosey comes without | but in its delivery ther 


| 


| 


| 


| 


register in their initial date here. | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


' 


| 


t e is more 
noise than humor. Other comedy 
note is by the Mimic Men (New 


the first with her hoydenish man- | Acts). 


The novelty section of the bill 


Youngster shows added polish |is led off by Billy Romano, who 
and know-how since she clicked| does fancy balloon blowing. He 
here last mont!. in a nitery date. | has a good line of sculpting and a 


utilitarian bit of gab and does 
fairly well. 

The Glenns, comprising two 
boys and a girl, show some fancy 
acrobatics. It’s an agile outfit in 
which three-highs are a major 
component. The femme is gen. 


Bounces on stage with “It’s a) erally in the centre, balancing a 


male on handstands. It's off to 
hot mittings. 

Berk & Hallow, a cute tap team, 
show skill at terping. Duo have 
made frequent appearances at this 
house. The routines are well de 


a la Helen Kane, complete with | Signed and the results are fine. 


Other acts on this stanza are 
Norman & Parker and the Del 
Raes (New Acts). Jo Lombardi 


with “Sing You Sinners” for hefty provides solid orchestral backing, 


Jose. 





Empire, Glasgow 
Glasgow, June 16. 
Lena Horne (with Lennie Hay. 
ton), Richard Sisters (2), Two 


touches and a well-tailored rou-|Co"dons, Nixon and Dixon, Jack 
tine. Musical combo consist of | Parnell & Music Makers, with Jin- 
air of marimbas, accordion andj|’Y, Watson, Ronnie Scott, Song 


Pedlars (4), Rudy Bolly, Fred 
Lovelle, Bill Matthew Orch; twice 
nightly. 





Once again, as in the case of 
Sophie Tucker, the visit of a top 


| American artist is being spoiled 


here for vaude lovers by a tedious 
and weak bill. It’s 90 minutes of 
a layout minus talent in either 
quality or quantity before the 
supreme artistry of Lena Horne 
makes this conventional run of 
British vaude acts seem mundane, 
flat and uninspiring. 

It’s a great pity, for up to lately 
U. S. topliners have been fortunate 
to receive good British support. 
Current trend is to have as many 
small acts as possible, most of ‘em 
in the silent category, and even to 
repeat one or two in the second 
half. It’s a short-sighted, money- 
paring policy which won't pay 
dividends with Scot audiences who 
demand satisfying vaudeville. 

The Richard Sisters are two 
nice-looking gals who open the 
show in conventional style with 
dance routines, and are brought 
back as a second-half opener. Its 
pleasant stuff for the difficult 
period while stubholders are set- 
tling into seats. 

The Two Condons are a male and 
a femme who do hand balancing, 


1 








Anthony, blond comedian in the | again in conventional style an 
top class here, scores solidly in his| with minimum of entertainment 
solo spot. “Creating an Impres-| value. By now vaude fans are eX 
sion,” in which he impersonates | pecting that act No. 3 will be some- 
Danny Kaye (in guttural Scotch), | thing unusual but they are disap- 
the late Sir Harry Lauder, and| pointed. Nixon & Dixon, a male¢ 
Scot comics Tommy Morgan and | and-female duo, the one Canadian, 
Dave Willis. Performer has hap-, the other an Australian, engage 10 
py, easy style, plus infectious harsh and vulgar cross-talk and, at 
smile, and works well with a new | show caught, earned the minimum 
foil, Englishman Cliff Stetson. in mitting. Male has a stage quarre 

Show is strong on comedy. More | with the femme, and wanders into 
fun is provided by Gracie Clark & | auditorium keeping up the fighting 
Colin Murray. Exuberant femme | fracas in noisy fashion. Act '$ 
plays a gal moppet kidding her definitely n.s.g. 
daddy. Act hits solidly. | From here on the first half be- 
| Vocal chores are nicely handled | comes a bandshow, outfit beins 
| by tenor Colin Dunn and a blonde | Jack Parnell & Music Makers, [4 
looker, Alexis Crombie. Change of turing Jimmy Watson and Ronnié 
|pace is supplied by Alan Shires & Scott. This is a very youthful 
| Joanna, slick dancing team, and by combo batoned by a pale-faced 
jthe lineup of Eileen Rogan girls; youngster who happens [to 
stepping out in good terping. nephew of Val_ Parnell, Moss 
Bertha Ricardo aids in the comedy- | Empires boss. He has a certaia 








dialectic appeal, and is apeies | tear tees off strong and cohtinues | feeding chores, and George Keen- charm, and height, but could ben- 


an, as well as being musical direc- | efit by using some makeup and not 


‘tor, doubles by playing pops on the | stooping so much over the mike. 

‘accordion in a stage act. He is ace drummer who | 
Show is pleasant and easy on swapped the sticks for the bato™ 

both eye and ear. Gord. | (Continued on_page °)’ 
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theses indicates circuit. (FM) Fanchon Marco) (I) Independent; 
Letter in Bav@ioss) (P) Paramount; (R) RKO) ($) Stoll (T) Tivolis (W) Warner) 
(L) Loe (WR) Walter Reade 
Y Roxy (!) 27 4 D’s El Granadas & 
wew YORK CITY | | oid Shoda Charles Hague Peter 
Music Hall (i) 26 | Trixie 2 Mazurs Agnette & Sylvio 
4 Step Bros | Skating Juggler Vernon Sis Earl & Oscar 
Tom & Jerry. | Billy 1 eT tin SOUTHAMPTON Ballet Montmartre 
. ya i z - F 
Nome de Ballet BUFFALO Grand (1) 23 bh ae 
Corps ita Empire (i) 23 
Rockettes Paramount (P) 27-30 4 Graham Bros Cyril Dowler 
Sym Orc Bob Crosby SWANSEA Rhoda Rogers 
Palace (R) 27 | Modernaires Empire (M) 23 Billy Hancox 
p & D Workman | Honey — t Reg Varney Noble & Denester 
Eddie White |J & cisenes Peter Dulay Edwards & Hartley 
Wise Jr and Mann Chica 
d mn P go (P) 27 
_— eae ta" |Reynald & Rudy AUSTRALIA 
p a. L & T Leung 
Baneerny Bros ed s—_ _ w mons’ (T) 23 4 Singing Girls 
avage | Billy illiams ally Boag 4 Show Girls 
8S et (P) 25 be ae hy | Pan Yue Jen Tp 4 Dancing Boys 
’ . Ford | apitot zowe & Ladd 2 Utility 
= Bishop ) Mage & Carr Renita Kramer 12 Adorables 
Tommy Edwards | Dorothy Sacue® ee » & f SYDNEY 
rg, aul Gra ey Overbury 
rote wert Ore ‘Rudy Vallee Suzette | Royal (T) 23 
. Robert Simmons Jimmy Hanley 
BRITAIN Margaret Monson’ | Babs Mackinnon 
Rago — Rosemary Miller 
. orabies Peter French 
ASTON | Peter Ray nor MELBOURNE | June Lansell 
Hippodrome (1) 23 | R & jLAseow Tivoli (T) 23 Valerie Keast 
Bey Bins | Empire (M) 23 | 4°Botends Tivol! (T) 23 
Turner La} otonds 
yaa ba pe | tena o_o Halama & Konarski 2 ae ry Hinton 
bert Whelan aylto : ‘ Prof Olgo alter Gore 
aim Henderson } Jack Parnell Ore Carl Ames Henry Danton 
Marie Lloyd Jr Paula Coutts {Royston MacGregor | Strelsa Heckelman 
Keefe Bros & Song Pedlars | Harry Moreny | Lynne Golding 
Annette Evy & Ev ay | Wise | Lioyd Martin Leon Kellaway 
Shane Sis | Morec nd i ise | Toni Lamond |8 Soloists me 
BIRMINGHAM __ | GRIMSB Peter orps de Ballet 
Hippodrome (M) 23 | Palace w@ 23 
Sophie Tucker | Ossie, Morris NEW ZEALAND 
MacDona ‘ 
st ar aa H ‘ 
barge ith —— : WELLINGTON | Phillip Tappin 
Canfield Smi einartey’ ebry St James (T) 23 Wise de Jenn 
ey he Austin Vie Silver Armand Perren Jacques Cartaux 
Henri. Vadden Rhoda Diane 3 Fayes Jimmy Elder 


Bill Waddington 
Scott Sanders 
BLACKPOOL 
Opera House (I) 
Lester Ferguson 
Terry-Thomas 
Semprini 
Dandy Bros 
Harry Bailey 
Pamela Kay 
Corps de Ballet 
Regency 8 
Albert Marland 
Magyar Dancers 
20 Tiller Girls 
Palace (1) 23 
Radio Revellers 
Michael Bentine 
Benson Dulay Co 
Skating Sayers 
Jack Watson 
Peggy Cavell 
Cynthia & Gladys 
Slim Rhyder 
Winter Gardens 
(i) 23 


Frasers Harmonica 
Co 


Freddie Sales 
Salici Puppets 
Faye & Tamara 
Marion Sanders 
Billy McCormack 
Kathleen Gray 
Doreen Hinton 
8 Hillbillies 
12 Beau Belles 
BOSCOMBE 
Hippodrome (i) 
Alyce Dey 
Jackie Todd 


23 


Haynes & Gardener 3 


Meltones 
B & B Adams 
Audrey Mann 
Dave Starr 
Vocalaires 
Funfair Adoreables 
BRISTOL 
Empire (i) 23 
Joe Black 
Peter Dare 
Miriam Pearse 
M & S Davis 
Billy Bartholomew 
Neville Williams 
New Embassy 
Lovlies 
CHELSEA 
Palace (1) 23 
Harry Rowson 
lan Hynes 
Les Zentays 
Jimmy Kidd & June 
Val Cave 
Joan Price 
Royalty Girls 
CHISWICK 
Empire (S$) 23 
Josef Locke 
Hackford & Doyle 
0S Grecos y 
Les Marchisio 
Fred Lovelle 
rikson 
Morgan & Gray 
_ DERBY 
Hippodrome ($) 23 
Ted Ferrari 
Ken Morris 
Len Marten 
Cassandras 
owney & Daye 
De Vere Dance 
Gordon & Colville 
AST HAM 
Granade (i) 23 
arrel 
2 Eddies dian 
anny O’Da 
Will Norman” 
one Doonan 
ern Wallis 
‘etropoli 
Winters itan (1) 
Neal & Newington 
4 Musica 
: Sica j 
Phil Leste rricks 


P 
2 


23 


‘ere Dancers 
Palace (1) 23 
Heath Ore 
ichman & 
Locky 
Chris 
Murray | 
mb Carol 

Joan bookan « 


FOINBURGH 
Pire (M) 
Bartlett & Ross 
enne Lucas 
panes & Foss 
‘lazeed Arabs 
“he Symmetricals 
my: O’Brien 

§ Morgan 
FINSBURY PARK 
_ Empire (M) 23 


Ted 


& Henr 
Sands y 


. almer 
my Wheeler 
G Durante 


23 | 


& Firlding | 


Jackson | 


Don Stevens 

| Dancipg Kingettes 
HACKNEY 

| Empire (S) 23 
| Carroll Levis Co 
Niberco Bros 
Jose Moreno Co 
Jenks & Williams 
Cyclo Bros 

4 Nordics 


LEEDS 
Empire (Mm) 23 

Tom Moss 

Betty Slade 
Silver Chords 
Roberti 3 

Al Shaw 
Shenton Harris 


LEICESTER 
Palace (S$) 23 
Kitty Masters 
Billy Nelson 
Chuck O’Neil 
Jimmy Robbins 
3 Imps 
Roy Jefferies 
Billy Morris 
Gwendoline Gray 
Peter Foy 
Bebs Warren 
De Vere Girls 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 23 
Frankie Howerd 
Lee Young & 
Annette 
Gladys Morgan Co 
Williams & Shand 
| Max Geldray 
|T & P Shamva 
Saytons 
St Denis Bros & 
Beryl 
Lo N 
Palladium (M) 
Jack Benny Co 
Dennis Day 
Charlivels 
Maj Britt 
Billy Russell 
Frank Cook 
Alfreros 
Palladium Girls 
Skyrockets Ore 
MANCHESTER 


Harvey Stone 

Gwen Liddle 

Anton Karas 

Wilson Keppel & 
Betty 


2 Pirates 
Claud Williams 
E & J Webster 
2 Sterlings 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 23 
Hal Monty 
Desmond & Marks 
Kirk Stevens 
3 Hicks 
Alwyn Miller 
NORTHAMPTON 
New (1) 23 
| Davy Kaye 
| toy Holman 
Ken-Dorvilles 
Baldwin & Castle 
Reg Darnley 
Noreen Barker 
Derek Dickson 
Coruna & Dodo 
8 Kaye Lovhies 
NORWICH 
Hippodrome (1) 
Tony Dalton 
Woods & Jarrett 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 23 
Vie Oliver 
|? Eddies 
| Vietor Seaforth 
Syivia Campbell 
| Maureen Power 
| Les Rayner & 
! 
' 





Betty 
Seaton & O'Dell 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 23 
Les Trois Poupee 
Dr Crock Co 
Lester Sharpe & 
ris 
Pat Kirkwood 
Beryl & Bobo 
Mooney & King 
Martell Sis 
SCUNTHORPE 
Savoy (I) 23 
Jack Lewis 
Dawkes & Rose 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire (M) 23 
| Jimmy James Co 
Adelaide Hall 
Eddie Calvert 


Hippodrome (S) 23 


Pat Gregory 
Gerd Bjornstad 
Chribi 

Marika Saary 


Joe Whitehouse 
Cissy Trenholm 
Terry Scanlon 

Guus Brox & Myrna 





| Cabaret Bills 





Birdiand 
Ella Fitzgerald 
Bive Angel 
Eartha Kitt 
Josh White 
Lita Terris 
Orson Bean 
Bon Solr 
Mae Barnes 
Hamish Menzeis 
Kirkwood & 
Goodman 
Jimmy Daniels 
3 Flames 
Norene Tate 
Garland Wilson 
Chateau Madrid 
Harry Mimmo 
Freddy Alonso 
Copacabana 
Billy Eckstine 
Kean Sisters 
Blackburn Twins 
Pam Cavan 
Peter Hanley 
Betty Johnson 
Madills 
M Durso Ore 
F Marti Ore 
E! Chico 
Rosita Rios 
Ruth Vera 
Ramonita y Leon 
Los Xey 
Enrique Vizcano O 
Eduardo R 
Embers 
Eddie Heywood 
Joe Bushkin 
French Casino 
Joan Laste 
Ginette Wander 
Harry Jeguela 
Laura Tunisi 
Havana-Madrid 
Carlos Ramirez 
Rene Touzet 
Lupino & Urbino 
Jose Curbelo Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Ore 
Hotel Astor 
Carmen Cavallaro 
Hotel Biltmore 
Michael Kent Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Bernie Cummins 0 
Roymayne & Brent 
Elimar 
Jack Raffloer 
Joan Walden 
Adrian Rollini Trio 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Hotel Regis 
Milt Shaw Orc 
Horace Diaz Ore 
Village Garn 
Miles Bell 
Peggy Norman 


Bar of Music 
Bill Jordan 
David Elliott 
Mattie Sandi 
Lon Vogle 
Van Kirk 

Beachcomber 
Johnny Howard 
Hal Winters 
The Sobeys (2) 
Norma Parker 
Kings & Their 

Ladies 

Casablanca Hotel 
Sammy Walsh 
Phyllis Arnold 
Milt Roberts Ore 

Clover Club 
Nov-Elites 
Carlyle Havana Rev 
Tony Lopez Ore 

Delmonice 
| Jack Almeda 
| Crayton & Lop 
! 
| 





eZ 
Carlos & Melisa Orc | 


El Mamba 
| George Mann 


| Malcolm Mitchell 3 | Latin-American Rev 
F 


i Helga Barry 
| Frances Duncan 
& S Davis 


Ladd Lyon 


| SHEPHERDS BUSH 


_ Empire (S$) 23 
Kerbsiders 


ive O’Cloc 
iar ha Rive 
Jackie Kannon 
Ben Yost o 
Len Dawson Ore 
Frolic Club 
| Kathie McCoy 


NEW YORK CITY 


Bill Parker 
Bourbon & Baine 
Zeb Carver Ore 
Pete Rubino 
Village Vanguard 
Dorothy Greener 
Harry Belafonte 
Royce Wallace 
Clarence Wiliams 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Chavales de Espana 
Trini Reyes 
Emil Coleman Orc 
Mischa Borr Orc 
Hotel Statier 
Elliott Lawrence O 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Darvas & Julia 
Royal Ashtons 
Danielle Lamar 
Steeplechase 
Willie Shore 
Marilyn Ross 
Collette Fleuriot 
Marilyn Hightower 
Andre Philippe 
Art Waner Orc 
La Vie En Rose 
Mel Torme 
Joyce Bryant 
Van Smith Trio 
Le Ruwan Biev 
Ronnie Graham 
Janet Brace 
Julius Monk 
Norman’ Paris 3 
Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Sherry Britton 
Elaine Sutherland 
Rena Foley 
Bobby Byron 
Oliver Ders 
No. Fifth Ave 
Bob Downey 
Harold Fonville 
Hazel Webster 
Old Roumantan 
Sadie Banks 
Jackie Phillips 
Larry Marvin 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
P’Aquila Ore 
Park Sheraton 
Irving Fields 
Two Guitars 
Arena Rane 
Elena & Anatole 
Eli Spivak 
Mischa Usdanoff 
Miche) Mithon 
Kostya Poliansky 
Versaiiles 
Stuart Harris 
Emile Petts Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Wivel 
Sal Noble 
Bob Lee 





M1AMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Jeanne Christian 

Steda 

Red Thornton 

Schaw Puppets 

Freddie Daw Ore 
Gaiety Club 

Tommy Raf. 

Olga Barret 


Lori Iris 
Peech 


Georgia 

Che-Che 

Lynn Clayton 

Gaiety Girls 

Green Hair Girl 

Lana 

Rose Ann 

Florence Jennings 

Bob Morris Ore 

Jewel Box 

Francis Russell 

Bobby La Marr 

Danny & Doc Rev 

Don Charlies Ore 
Johnina Hotel 

Shirley Ward 

| Tony Matas 

Randum 

| Leon & Eddie's 

Babe Baker Revue 

Murray Sw:nsop 

| Eddie Guerin 

| sckie Gordon 





Jackie King 
Chuckie Fontaine 





Don Charles Ore Larry Seldin Dcrs 
Lombardy Sans Souci Hotei 
Don Baker Ore Colleen O’Grady 
Henry Taylor Rosanne 
Julio & Mae Eddie Snyder 
Martinique Hotel ‘Sacasas Orc 


Manolo & Ethel 
Danny Yates Oro 


Ann Herman Decrs 
Saxony Hotei 


Del Breece Henri Rose 
Rose & Paul Val Olman Ore 
Vincents Janie Ford 
Monte Carle Tano & Dee 
Day & Alva Jules DeSalvo Ore 
Arne Barnett 3 Shore Club 
Mother Kelly’s Haven & Held 
Joe Di Lalla Rosalia & Carlas 
Terry Swope Michael Selker Ore 
The Melodairs (3) Shoremede 
Guy & I 


Preacher Rollo 5 
Tony Pastor's 

Jackie Smal) 

Chi-Chi Laverne 

Kitty O’Kelly 

Jamie Lynn 

Pat Pascall 


Nautilus Hotel 
Jackie Clark 
Elaine Doree 
The Bradys (2) 
Freddy Calo Ore 

Paddock Club 
Iris Adrian 





Flash Lane Kenny Lynn 
Rozanne Vagabonds Ciub 
Connie Del Monte Vagabonds (4) 
Ernie Bell Orc Maria Neglia 
San Marino Hotel Sunnysiders 
| Mae Pepper Geo Horton 
The Jesters Frank Linale Orc 
Jackie & Michael Bobby True Trio 
Biackhawk Diana Grafton 


| Kay Coulter 

; Pat Carroll 

| 

Barbara Cook 
} 

| 


}Carl Sands Ore 


Charles & Lucille 
Cavanaugh 

Dennis & Darlene 
Marie McClenaghan 
Yvonne Broder 
Philip Fraser 
Terry Taylor 
Donald Tobin 
George Zak 
Boulevar-dears 


Kenny Bowers 
Grant Eastham 


Dave LeGrant 
Variann D’Or 


Chez Paree (6) 


| Jimmy Durante Frankie Masters O 
| Hollywood Cover Edgewater Beach 
Girls (5) Xavier Cugat Orc 


Candy Candido 


with Abbe Lane. 





| Eddie Jackson Los Barancos (2), 
| Jack Roth Dulcina, Otto Bo 
Jules Buffano livar, and El 
Elaine Carver Gringo : 
}Johnny Martin Paimer House 

| Chez Adorables (8) Felix Knight 

|B Farnon Ore ‘®) 


Mata & Hari 
| Conrad Hilton Hot’l| Rudy Cardenas 


|; Adele Inge | Helen Wood 

| Eric Waite Eddie O'Neal Orc 
| 

| LOS ANGELES 

;} Ambassador Hotei Biltmore Hotel 
| Frankie Laine Irene Ryan 


Tippy & Cobina 
Los Gatos (3) 
Hal Derwin Ore 
Cafe Gala 
Sheila Barrett 
Jean Arnold 


| St Louis Rhythm- 
aires (5) 
Eddie Bergman Ore 
Bar of Music 
| Doodles & Spider 


Eileen Scott Billy Barnes 
| Felix Decola Joyce Jameson 
|} Benno Rubinyi Ciro’s 
| Eddie Bradford Orc | Peggy Lee 
B Gray's Bandbox Step Bros. 


Dick Stabile Ore 


Billy Gray Bobby Ramos Ore 


Patti Moore 


Ben Lessy Mocambo 
Pepper Sis (3) Mary Kaye Trio 
bob Durwood Austin Mack 





Bill Howe Eddie Oliver 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


Desert Inn Ei Rancho Vegas 
Mitzi Green Hoagy Carmichael 
Jackie Miles Condos & Brandow 


Johnson & Owen 
Arden-Fletcher 


El Rancho Girls 
Buddy Bryan 


Dancers Ted Fig Rito Ore 
Carlton Hayes Orc Sliver Slipper 
. Et Cortex Kalantan 
Jimmy Ames Hank Henry 
Noble & King Roberto 


instrumentalists 


Isabelle Dawn 
A Hall Quartet 


Jimmy Cavanaugh 


Flamingo Dolly Lee Line 
Olsen & Johnson George Redman 
Revue 


Pud Brown 
Dixielanders 
Thunderbird 
Jimmy Dorsey Orc 
Jay Lawrence 
Bela Kremo 
Sandy Evans 
Eleanor Russell 
Johnny O’Brien 
Christina Carson 
K Duffy Dansations 


| Moro-Landis 
Flamingo Starlets 

Matty Malneck Ore 
Last Frontier 

Freddy Martin Ore 

Merv Griffin 

Murray Arnold 

Mariin Men 

The Leonards 

Jean Devlyn Girl 
Revue 
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Anti-Bias Law 


Continued from page 2 














Senate Majority Leader Arthur H. 


or denominational institutions. 

While motion picture theatres 
are included, the statute will make 
no difference to them as they do 
' not discriminate in this state. 

Commissioner Edwards’ 
pointed out that under _ the 
| amended law it is illegal for any 
|place of public accommodation 
“to withhold any of its ‘accomme- 
dations, advantages, facilities, or 
privileges for any person because 
of his race, creed, color or na- 
tional origin’ either directly or in- 
directly.” 

Discriminatory Advertising 

Recipients of the latter were 
also reminded that places of pub- 
lic accommodation are prohibited 








circulating discriminatory ‘“adver- 


itising, notices and communica- 
:tions.” The letter invited owners 
‘and proprietors to “submit any | 


| advertising matter or publications | 


currently in use by them, to the 
' Commission for review.” 

Commissioner Edwards explained 
that the recently-enacted public 
|accommodations section of 
Law Against Discrimination “will 
be administered by the Commis- 
sion through the same methods 
}emploved for the past seven years 
‘in dealing with discrimination in 
empleyment.” 

If conciliation fails, after the 
Commission conducts an investica- 
tion of a verified complaint. the 
case will be noticed for public 
hearing. The Commission may then 
icsne a “cease and desist” order 
enforceable through the courts of 
| the: state. ' ' 


Wicks, of Kingston—for religions | 


letter | 


under the law from publishing or | 


the , 


age New Acts 


SYMPHONY SID ALL STARS (7) THE KENTONES 


| Instrumental 

{21 Mins, 

| Apollo, N. ¥. 

| Although this musical combo has 
‘been. out on a nitery and theatre 
lirek for the past couple of months, 
its potential as a theatre entity re- 
'mains negligible. It’s a highly spe- 


icialized unit and the specialty, in| 


! 
| 


| 


| 
| 


this case, is progressive (bop) mu- | 
sic. If there’s still a market for the | 


bop purveyors, it’s not in a pres- 
entation house since it's a- hard 
i thing to dig from the pews without 


a letup. Group is probably more | 
potent in the confines of intimate, | 


esoteric boites. 

Symphony Sid (Sid Torin), for- 
mer WJZ, N. Y., disk jockey, em- 
cees the All Stars with a patter 
' routine that’s all too brief. Padded 
gab fillers between numbers could 
|help break the relentless drive of 
the bopsters. The combo is com- 


| ing 


| posed of some of the country’s top | 


bop exponents — Milt Jackson, 
ivibes; Percy Heath, bass; Kenny 
Clark, drums; Jimmy Heath, sax; 
lJ. J. Johnson, trombone, and 
| Myles Davis, trumpet. 

| They whip out “Max Makes 
Wax,” “Two Base Hit,” “We Dot” 
and “How High the Moon” skil}- 
fully. Symphony Sid _tastelessly 
intros “Moon” as “the musicians’ 
l\theme song,” but it’s pegged for 
the hepsters and falls quite flat on 





the rest. Gros, 
JIMMY NEIL 
Comedy 
1/10 Mins. 
Pavilion, Glasgow 

Young, red-haired Scot comic 
|strikes a new, original note. 


| clowns 


Harmony songs 
10 Mins. 
Pavilion, Glasgow 

The Kentones are four yery: 
young singers now promising big- 
ger things to come once ' they 
acquire added experience, Act con- 
sists of three youthful-looking boys 
and a diminutive, perky femme, 
giving out in pop numbers that are 
carefully chosen for appeal. Act is 
well-groomed and __pleasantly- 
voiced, and do most of their own 
arrangement chores. ; 

Youthful fresh appearance is 
another asset, coupled with novelty 
eye-catching appeal of seeing a 
dainty femme (small in uaeight) 
teamed with three handsome juves. 
Distaff member’s big fault is that 
she puts so much pep into her 
siyle that she “keeps her engine 
running,” shrugging and shimmy- 
her shoulders and chassis to 
too-great extent. Gal, Celia Wright, 
has a most engaging smile, and is 
personality of the outfit. Act seems 
likely for video as well as stage and 
radio engagements, and would also 
shape well via waxings. It has the 
show-biz virtue of being young and 
pliable. Gord, 


CLARK & MURRAY 

Comedy 

15 Mins, 

Pavilion, Gourock, Scotland 
Femme half of this duo is the 

laff-raiser. She wears wide-brimmed 

strawhat and schoolgirl dress, and 

about stage in girlish 


|fashion. Her antics are zany as per 


Dressed smartly in brown lounge | 


suit, he delivers topical patter, tells 
homely little stories, and ends with 
simple monolog about simple do- 
mestic subjects. He delivers in na- 
| tive Scotch accent, though 
could improve by reducing his ma- 
chine-gun style. 

| Act has vigor, pace and a nice 
| balance of humor, seriousness and 
|humanity. Seems okay for vaude, 


| her 
| Murray. 


comic | 


scotch style, and she apes gawkish 
smile and toothy grin to complete 
the effect, using the kid catch- 
phrase, “That’s Ma Daddy!” 
Gracie Clark is the distaff side, 
partner-hubby being Colin 
Latter is vigorous as a 
foil. Act, w.k. in Britain, began as 
songs-and-comedy-at-piano turn 
but, with increasing notice being 


‘taken of femme’s buffoon talents, 


|, has 


though slightly restricted through | 


dialectic appeal. Gord. 
| MIMIC MEN (3) 
| Comedy 
|9 Mins. 
| Palace, N. Y. 
| The Mimic Men (3) must pick up 
considerably in both material and 
{ projection. The lads are willing, 
sometimes permitting a glimmer of 
| talent to peek through in their act. 
|As presently constituted, the turn 
is practically formless, needs rear- 
rangement and a degree of finesse. 
The lads major in impressions 
with some knockabout thrown in. 
{A couple of the boys work in drag 
en occasion and there are times 
when their impressions have some 
authenticity. Material and rerou- 
|tining are the major needs of this 
trio. Jose. 








FOUR HONEY GIRLS 
Acro 
7 Mins, 
Apollo, N. Y. 
The Four Honey Girls is a stand- 
ard acro turn good for teeoff spot- 


} 


developed into a_ leading 
comedy duo. Material is good and 
new, plus having the virtue of 
being clean. 

Duo, already in demand for long 
stage engagements in vaude, caba- 
ret and revue, suggests strong 
video possibilities. Gord, 


baer 
| House Reviews | 


Continued from page 5 


Empire, Glasgow 
Band is in the noisy class, making 
some stubholders search for ear- 
plugs. 

Current tunes are sung by Brit- 
ish harmony group, the Song 
Pedlars, w.k, via radio here, but 
they are more radiogenic than 
visually attractive. Act consists of 
two men and two gals. 


Slack-wire act of Rudy Bolly is 

















| strongest in this very weak support 


bill. Performer balances chairs on 
the wire, ereating thrills, and closes 
by riding a unicycle. He puts a 
lot of energy and concentration 
into good feats of balancing and 


\ting in vaude layouts. Team, only | juggling. 
|ofay act on the Apollo bill, moves | 


fast with spins, cartwheels, lifts 
etc. Their bag of tricks is pleasing 
if not outstanding. 

Each stunt comes off nicely and 
the ease with which they're ex- 
ecuted wins okay mitt. Gros. 





THE DEL RAES (2) 
Acro 

8 Mins. 

Palace, N. Y. 

The DelRaes, acro team, have ob- 
viously been around but_have re- 
mained unreported in VARIETY’s 
New Act file. Turn comprises a 


man on top of rigging who sup-| 


ports his femme partner while lat- 


, dispense 


Fred Lovelle’s vent act is sug- 
gestive and vulgar at outset, which 


| is curious since performer's voice- 


throwing is sufficiently skillful to 
with the blue tinge. 
Finish, in which he talks to. an 
imaginary spirit on his fingertips, 


iis best. 


_ter performs acro work on a tra- | 


peze, poles and swivels. 


After the act gets underway, the | 


spectator finds himself marveling | 


at the male’s endurance in support- 
ing the girl. Latter’s acro work be- 
comes secondary. She is okay and 
gets out some good formations. Act 
is for the vaude and eneey Een 
ose. 





NORMAN & PARKER 

Songs 

9 Mins. 

Palace, N. Y. 
Norman & Parker comprise a 

competent singing team. The pair 

work out well inasmuch as_ the 

male has a strong bary while Miss 

Norman’s pipes are colorful and 

have a melodic accent, although 

it's somewhat thin in comparison 

io her partner’s pipes. 


The duo have some good ar- 
well- 
do 
weil in the pop and musicomedy | 
One of their quieter and bet- | 
They 


for 
They 


rangements which call 
designed counterpoint. 
field. a 
ier tunes is “So In Love. 


The Horne act is welcome when 
it is signalled, audience by this 
time being in depressed mood 
through poverty of fare. Star is 
accompanied on stage by Parnell 
and his boys, baton being taken 
over by her husband, Lennie Hay- 
ton. She enters clad in strapless, 
tight-fitting, coffee-colored evening 
gown and with her hair coiffed 
high. The act is symbolie of top 
artistry in its class, Miss Horne 
putting real fire, emotion, intensity 
and sincerity into her style of sing- 
ing. She gives out with numbers 
like “Honeysuckle Rose,” “The 
Lady Is a Tramp,” “Stormy Weath- 
er” and “Jericho.” Her “Beale 
Street Blues” is in the top rung. 

Garbing of Miss Horne in coffee- 


, colored dress is not so effective as 


her striking white dress on last 
visit here, which set her off to 
better advantage. She’s backed by 
the too-noisy, Parnell band and, 
at back of the stage, by harmony of 
Song Pedlars. 

Finish of act at show caught was 
not satisfactory. Band went into 


“God Save the King,” performers 


make a nice appearance and should 


| be okay in most situations. Jose. 


struck dramatic pose in full view 
of stubholders, with curtain still 
up, and the show was over. This- 
type of finale is usually reserved 
for bills where the toplined star 
can’t get off and has to take curtain 
call after curtain call. Miss Horne 
certainly didn’t get such a raptur- 


ous welcome, albeit her great 
art'stry is widely acknowledged 
} here. Gord, 
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Moon’ Backers Share in Coast Co.; 


Show May Profit No. 3 Production 


The Actors Co. production of > 


“Moon Is Blue,” opening July 1 at | 
La Jolla, Calif., with David Niven | 
and Diana Lynn co-starred, has | 
been financed with profits from the | 
original Broadway company and is | 
using scenery and props from the | 
recently-closed third company. | 
Otto Preminger, who staged the 
original and the two touring edi- | 
tions of the F. Hugh Herbert com- 
edy, is also directing the La Jolla 
troupe, which will tour Coast cities 
after opening the ‘season at the 
Actors Co. home base. 


According to a letter from pro-| 
ducers Aldrich & Myers (in assvucia- 
tion with Julius Fleischmann), the | 
La Jolla version of the play is be- | 
ing bankrolled with $10,000 of ne | 
distributed profits from the origi-| 
nal Broadway company. Thus, the | 
original backers became partners in | 
the Coast edition, unless they spe- 
cifically requested to be excluded. | 
That is in contrast to the setup for | 
the No. 2 and No. 3 companies, 
which were separately financed, so 
as not to have to wait for accumu- | 
lation of profits from the original | 
troupe. | 

Although the Aldrich & Myers | 
Ictter to the backers didn’t reveal | 
the exact terms of the deal, it in- 
dicated that the La Jolla use of 
the scenery and props from the) 
No. 3 company would involve a| 
“financial arrangement.” Such 
agreements usually involve a flat 
rental fee or a royalty based on a} 
percentage of the gross. Since the | 
No. 3 edition, financed at $50,000, 
broke even on its season's tour, the 





| offer the following plays on his 10- 


| 
| 





Two Strawhats to Live 
Ala.-North Florida Area 


Birmingham, June 24. 

The Alabama-North Florida area 
will have two strawhats this sum- 
mer, one an Equity company at 
Panama City Beach, Fla., and the 
other a college one at University, | 
Ala. Both will use central staging. 

John Aldrich Newfield, of How- 
ard College here, is producer for 
the Pelican Players of Panama City 
Beach. Newfield, who directs un- 
der the name of John Aldrich, will 


week schedule: “Engaged,” “Penny | 
Wise,” “Tobacco Road,” ‘Holiday,” | 
‘Accent on Youth,” “Kiss and Tell,” | 
“Outward Bound,” “Rain,” “The | 
Constant Wife,” and one other. | 


Dr. Marian Gallaway, of the U. | 
of Alabama, will present four shows | 
on a four-performance-a-week 
schedule, doing one every three 
weeks. Plays for her Bam Arena 
will be “The Curious Savage,” | 
“Ring Round the Moon,” “Blithe | 
Spirit,” and a new play by an Ala- | 
bama playwright, Felicia Metcalfe. | 
Newfield's season opens tonight | 
(24) with “The Constant Wife.” Gal- 
laway’s season opens tomorrow | 
(Wed.) with “The Curious Savage. 


Barn Notes 


Ruth White, a leading member | 
of the resident company at the) 
Bucks County Playhouse, New| 
Hope, Pa., will appear on a “‘loan- | 





revenue from the scenery-property | gut” next week in “Carousel” at 


deal siould bring in a modest profit 
on the investment. 


SOUTH PiX OPS OFFER 


POOL FOR LEGIT TOURING 


_ Austin, Tex., June 24. 
Interstate Theatre Circuit and a 


few other southern film ops are} 


negotiating a deal to present stage 
attractions in their houses this 
coming fall and winter. The plan, 
in tentative form, calls for several 
circuits to pool their houses and 
offer the overall package to tour- 
ing stage units. 

The plan as outlined is expected 
to appeol to legit show producers, 
since they can come in for sev- 
eral months of bookings intead of 
the usual four or five weeks which 
individual circuits could offer. 

In the past, the favored cities 
for bookings have been San An- 
tonio, Dallas, Fort Worth and 
Houston. Now the plan will take 
in several other cities where in 
the past stage shows have proved 
successiul, 


Show i: Leaders Aid 
la ¥arnick Testimonial 


Tesiimonial dinner was tendered 
Mond:y «vening (23) to Solly Per- 
nick, business agent of the Stage- 
hands Union, Local No. 1, Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees. 

Affair was hosted by the Theat- 





rical Scucre Club at the Hotel As- |} 


tor, with Goorge E. Goldsmith, sec- 
retary of the Masonic group, as 
toastm? Number of show biz 
leaders acd celebs were on hand, 
includin® Morev Amsterdam, Ralph 
Bellamy. "ATSE  prexy Richard 
Walsh, I< TS" secretary-treasurer 
Willism P. Raoul, Actors Equity 
execs Aovrs Duncan, Television 


Author: ‘onper Georze Heller 
Theatr | Siutual Assn. prexy Paul 
Stahl, Amocr'eon Federation of Mu- 


Sicilians ‘ cer] exec S2m_ Suber, 
among o ‘iis. Pernick was given 
a gold IX TSE membership card by 
the union. 


L rre as Lantrec 


Hollywood, June 24. 





Pet vr 'ovre will star on Broad- 
way neni ‘| in the tit'e role of 
*Monsicur Lauiree,” Irving L. 
Jacobs’ nroduction of the Edward 


Chocorev Cvama about the crippled 
Frenci vo.ter artist. Jacobs set the 
deal wiih Lorre and the latter's at- 
torney, Jo-*s Silverstone. over the 
weekend here. 

Silversto-e planed east today 
(Tues.) to set a release deal for the 
Lorre-produced and directed star- 
rer, “The Lost One,” made in Ger- 
many. The German § Iiantuave 
thriller. wiih English titles, will be 
booked into art houses, 


the Lambertville (N.J.) Music Cir- 
cus, just across the Delaware 


River . . . Charles Evans, scenic 


at Theron Bamberger’s Fairmount 
Park tent theatre, Philadelphia 
... Hugh Price Fellews is resident 
director at the 
(Me.) Playhouse, opening next 
Monday (30) .. . George Englund, 
|son of film writer Ken Englund 
j}and brother of Broadway ingenue 








the Famous Artists Country 
| Playhouse, Fayetteville, N. 

| includes Dominic Jeskevich, de- 
| signer; John Fuhrmann, 


| ger; Nina lLassman, treasurer; 
Donna Guido, property mistress; 
| Ray Rutan, master carpenter, and 
Robert Barnes, technician. Paul 
Crabtree is general manager of 
this barn as well as the Country 
| Playhouse, East Rochester, N. Y., 
| also serving as managing director 
| of the latter. East Rochester staff 
} includes Daniel Broun, stage man- 
jager; Joe Chomyn, head _tech- 
nician; Joan Vadeboncoeur, pro- 
duction assistant; Joan de Keyser, 
property mistress, and May Jack- 
son, p.a. 


Rochester Times Union. 


Anne Pearson, daughter of radio- 
newspaper columnist Leon Pear- 
son, and niece of Drew Pearson, 
made her stage debut in the in- 
| genue role in “Come Back, Little 
| Sheba” at Olney (Md.) Theatre 
|last week. 
| Concert singer Susan Reed to 
| play in summer stock at Chagrin 
| Falls, Ohio, as guest-star. Her 
| husband, James Karen, will have 
| juvenile leads in several produc- 
| tions. 
| Joe Lustig has taken over as 
| pressagent for Sara Stamm’s Casi- 
{no Theatre, Newport, succeeding 





Peter Glenn, who has gone to Eng- | 


| land. 

The American Legion is _pro- 
testing the scheduled appearances 
of Larry Parks and Betty Garrett 
(Mrs. Parks) in a tryout of “The 
; Ancnymous Lover” at Guy Palm- 
-erton’s barns at Worcester and 
Fitchburg, Mass. The actor, ap- 
|pearing before the House Un- 
| American Activities Committee 


| last year, testified he had been a 


Communist but left the party in 
| 1945, and named various Holly- 
wood personalities who had been 
members. Palmerton has ex- 
|pressed a determination not to 
cancel the bookings... Uta Hagen, 
Luther Adler, Herbert Berzchof, 
Romney Brent and Paula Law- 
rence, appearing at Miami in their 
N. Y. City Center revival of “To- 
varich,” were such a hit that they 


were held over this week to star | 


in “The Play’s the Thing,” under 
Brent’s direction. 

| Roddy McDowall will appear in 
| Philip Barry’s “The Youngest.” 
; week beginning July 21, at Theron 
Bamberger’s Theatre In The Round. 
| Fairmont Park, Philadelphia. Co- 


i starred will be Peggy Ann Garner. 


| successful 
|Panama Canal, Dekker plays a 





Pat Englund, is managing director | 


{opening July 1. Staff of the spot | 


press- | 
| agent; Eddie Rissien, stage mana- | 


Latter is the wife of|F 
Matt Jackson, sports editor of the! 





Strawhat Reviews 


Ceunt Your Blessings 


New Hope, Pa., June 23. 


Theron Bamberger production of com- 
edy in three acts (five scenes) by Carl 
and Dorothy Allensworth. Stars Albert 
Dekker; features Sara Seegar; directed by 
Ezra Stone; settings, Jean Laurain. At 
Bucks County Playhouse, New Hope, Pa.; 
June 23, °52; $3.40 top. 


Annie. Kudelka 
Leo Bialagrudski 











Emma Diefendorf ........--- Ruth White 
Bessie Diefendorf ......... Sara Seegar 
Fred Diefendorf ......... Albert Dekker 


Nancy Diefendorf .......- Judith Licata 


Jimmie Diefendorf....Josef Seegar Stone 
Kitty Diefendorf ...... Sue Ellen Blake 
| John Gates ....ccccseces James Goodwin 


Elmer Price .....-scecesss:s Joseph Foley 
Newton Gates .....sses8- John Shellie 


George Caldwell ........ Ronald Telfer 


Hattie Edwards........... Fay Sappington 
Mr. Fiddler oaeoeeee Truman Smith 
Helper ...ee+-Allen Kramer 


Telephone Lineman.,...... Tom Avera 


Andy Bowen ... 





It seems improbable that a com- 


edy about the installation of city | 


water — and especially indoor 
toilets—on a farm outside Cleve- 
land, in 1912, would be able to 
keep anyone indoors after the first 
act, but “Count Your Blessings,” 
which opened a one-week tryout 
run at Bucks County Playhouse 
here Monday night (23), not only 
holds the audience but sends it 
home happy. 


New comedy by Carl and Doro- 
thy Allensworth, presented by 
Playhouse producer Theron Bam- 
berger, with Ezra Stone directing, 
features Albert Dekker as a travel- 
ling paint salesman who has set- 
tled his family on a farm. As a 
jingoistic optimist fired by the 
completion of the 


man determined to give his family 


the comforts of indoor plumbing | 


if it breaks him. Sara Seegar 
(Mrs. Ezra Stone) plays Dekker’s 
wife with a stature and _ solid 
humor that give the show real 
body. Ruth White, a fine charac- 
ter actress, heads a 15-member 
supporting cast, which includes 
Fay Sappington, John Shellie, Jo- 


: : seph Foley (who is very funny) 
designer at Lambertville last sum- | S¢P a. y's 
mer, has a similar stint this season | Norma Lehn and Jack Klugman. 


Play’s success must be attributed 
to extremely expert, light-handed 
direction of Stone, who gets ef- 


Kennebunkport | fects where least expected—and 


whose ability to whip a show into 
presentable shape in only two 
| weeks of rehearsals is highly com- 
| mendable. 

With work on the first act, where 
the story line is somewhat obscure, 
'“Count Your Blessings” should 
move very happily into a Broad- 
|; way niche next fall. It has a 


without music. Ward. 





Carmen Jones 


Boston, June 24. 

Lee Falk & Al Capp presentation of 
Dick Campbell production of musical in 
two acts, with music by Georges Bizet, 
book and lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein 
2d. Stars Muriel Rahn. Staged by Camp- 
bell. Sets, Theodore Sastrom; dances, 
Sheldon Hoskins; musical direction, Al- 
bert Rivett. At Boston Summer Theatre, 
Boston, June 23, 52. 


, ae TTTret seat. Tete a Rain 
Me. «+ 6d dbs tb ekeandwhasd uther Saxon 
Seay EM. i icéadeosees’s Elton Warren 


a Re William Dillard 





WON s60'0b 0600660604 Theresa Merritte 
FESR erees eee: George Fisher 
| TRE... ncccccessces shegeees Joseph Lewis 


| 





The first stop in what could 
| conceivably be another Broadway 
revival, this edition of “Carmen 
| Jones” retains the vigor and good- 
;natured spoofing of its operatic 
| counterpart that the original pro- 
duction captured 10 years ago. 
| While the plot revolves, as a 
| decade ago, around the escapades 
|of gals employed in a parachute 
factory, and military personnel as- 
|Signed as guards, plus such di- 
| vertissements offered by fisticuffer 
Husky Miller and his entourage. 
‘musical remains up-to-date and 
therefore good entertainment. 
Principals Muriel Rahn, Luther 
| Saxon, Elton Warren, Audrey Van- 
ferpool, William Dillard and 
Theresa Merritte, majority of 
whom were in the original cast, 
/show te good advantage in the vo- 
,cal department. 
ment in Act Two. with toreadors 
_prancing through a _ hoked bull- 
fight, is an especially strong 
laugh-getter. 
| Miss Rahn is sufficiently hard- 
| boiled to be plausible and Saxon 
is equally proficient as the weak 
Joe. Miss Merritte scores in this 
relatively minor role of Frankie. 
while George Fisher (Rum) and 
Joseph Lewis (Dink) ably support 
Dillard’s Husky Miller. - 
Costuming by Grace Houston 
_and lighting by Elinor Duvey lend 
the proper atmosphere. Curt. 


DES MOINES HOUSE SWITCH 


Des Moines, June 27. 
The Community Drama Assn. of 
| Des Moines will take over the Tri- 
States Roosevelt Theatre July 10. 
Remodeling will start in July, with 
‘first day planned for production in 
October, 





aceoene John Crowley | 


———s_ 
° « 
Inside Stuff—Legit 

Howard College, Alabama, drama professor John Aldrich Newfielg 
had long planned to give Somerset Maugham’s “The Constant Wife” 
at his Equity Theatre, Pelican Playhouse, at Panama City Beach Fis 
But the recent Broadway success of the play, and Katharine Cornel): 
subsequent plans to tour with the show next season, balked him. Nea, 
field wrote Miss Cornell, told her his Equity company was the only 
‘one for miles around, and that Broadway touring companies rare 
|came that way. Gertrude Macy ‘of the Cornell office informed Newfielj 
that his arena theatre on the North Florida coast could go ahead with 
| the production, “inasmuch as Panama City Beach is some distance from 
any town that we will play.” Pelican Players open their 10-wee, Sac 
son today (Tues.) with “The Constant Wife.” Group is in its second 
season. , 








Theatre de Lys, which William de Lys plans to open in the fa} in 
the former Hudson Guild Playhouse, Greenwich Village, N. Y already 
represents an investment of $32,539. According to an accounting May 
31 the expenses included $6,047 for office furniture and equipment 
$1,809 for technical equipment, $8,120 for theatre building improve. 
ments, $3,000 for rent, $100 for electricity, $75 for telephone. $300 
for sound equipment, $1,000 for a curtain, $485 for seats, $50 incidenta] 
items, $787 for prepaid insurance, and $8,882 organization expenses 


bucolic, turn-of-the-century charm | 
that makes it a sort of “Oklahoma” | 


Ballet divertisse- 


Opening bill at the spot, scheduled for Sept. 29, will be a musical 


version of “Frankie and Johnny,” written by John Huston in 1932. 





Nat Karson, who withdrew as 
| stageshow producer at the Empire, 
| Leicester Square, London, when 
|the spot changed policy recently, 
|is currently in Rome, where he 
|may remain indefinitely. ..Mike 
|Sloane, co-producer with Paula 
| Stone (Mrs. Sloane) of “Top Ba- 
|nana,” leaves tomorrow (Thurs.) 
for the Coast to confer with adap- 
‘tor George Oppenheimer, song- 
| writers Johnny Burke and Jimmy 
Van Heusen and director Bretaigne 
| Windust on the Stone-Sloane mu- 
sical version of “Carnival in Flan- 
| ders”. ..The National, Washington, 
|currently dark, relights July 21- 
| Aug. 2 ®ith “Good Nite, Ladies,” 
before getting “Porgy and Bess” 
for four weeks starting Aug. 4... 
George Abbott will direct and part- 
ner with Jule Styne in the produc- 
ition of “In Any Language” (for- 
|merly “Only Human”), the Ed Be- 
|loin-Henry Garson comedy about 
|an American actress in Italy. Re- 
| hearsals are scheduled for Aug. 15, 
|with a Broadway opening Oct. 1 
| after a tryout tour. 


Coast producer Gene Mann in 
| New York to negotiate a television 
|deal ..Joseph Fields and Jerome 
| Chodorov will write the book for 
|a musical adaptation of “My Sister 
| Eileen,” their 1940-41 dramatiza- 
tion of the Ruth McKenney maga- 
| zine sketches, which Robert Fryer 
| hopes to produce, with George Ab- 
bott directing... Pressagent Peggy 
Phillips has authored a new com- 
edy, “To Charlie, with Love,” 
which may be tried out at the 
Westport (Conn.) Country Play- 
house during September, with Wil- 
liam Gaxton as lead...Warren 
Caro, Theatre Guild-American 
Theatre Society executive, leaves 
today (Wed.) on a — to discuss 
subscription plans with local rep- 
resentatives in 10 key cities, with 
time out for a vacation in Alaska 
...Tony Griswold and Joseph 
Stevens will present the Dutchess 
Players (from the Six O’Clock The- 
atre in New York) for a nine-week 
season at the Cecilwood Theatre, 
Fishkill, N. Y., under the direction 
of Fred Stewart. Ann Sloper is 
pressagent for the spot... Pericles 
Alexander, amusements editor of 
the Shreveport, La., Times, and in- 
die pressagent, has been signed to 
p.a. state and national coverage 
for the State Fair Musicals in Dal- 
| las. Paper granted Alexander a 90- 
day summer leave. 


| Carleton Carpenter, on loan-out 
| from Metro, has been set for the 
male lead opposite Monica Lewis 
|}in the Actors Co. production of 
|“Remaihs to Be Seen” at the La 
| Jolla (Cal.) Playhouse ... Dr. Ed- 
| ward W. Borgers, director of the 
| Queens County Playhouse, New 
| York, has been appointed director 
of the Playhouse of the U. of 
| Kansas City. Dr. Borgers succeeds 
| Dr. John H. Newfield, recently ap- 
| pointed director of the University 
| Theatre at the U. of Kansas, Law- 
rence . .. Donald Harrington, di- 
_rector in the drama school at the 
| U. of Washington, will mark his 
100th production with “Ring 
| Around the Moon” at the Play- 
house, Seattle, Friday (27). 


| 
| Jerome Whyte, Theatre Guild 
| musical production manager and 
| Rodgers & Hammerstein produc- 
| tion aide, was discharged last week 
| from Lenox Hill Hospital, N. Y., 
, after treatment for chronic arthri- 
tis ... Peggy Doyle, drama critic 
| of the Boston American, in town 
| last week to catch up on the Broad- 





‘| way shows. Elliot Norton, of the 


| Boston Post, on a similar visit the 
| week before . . . Now that her 
older son's school term is over, 
| Martha Scott has moved to New 
York, so she doesn’t have to com- 
; mute from New Haven for her co- 
starring stint in “Male Animal.” 
| But now her husband, bandleader 
'Mel Powell, must commute from 





i 


Legit Bits 


New York for his composition and 
harmony courses at Yale... War. 
ner Watson, production assistant 
for the Blevins Davis-Robert Breen 
revival of “Porgy and Bess,” out of 
the hospital last week after a three. 
month tussle due to a kickup of an 
old infection from his GI days... 
Legit-tele actress Neva Patterson 
back from a visit to her parents 
in Elkhart, Ia. 


Gertrude Macy and Walter 
Starcke, who produced “I Am a 
Camera”, out of the Cornell. 
McClintic office, are taking their 
own offices for the production of 
the new John van Druten play, 
“I've Got Sixpence.” Miss Macy, 
who will continue as general man- 
ager for Katharine Cornell, leaves 
next week for a European vata- 
tion . . . Designers David Ffolkes 
and Stuart Hemingway plan a 
fall production of Maurice Valen- 
cy’s “Thracian Horses,”’ which 
various managements have had un- 
der option in the last several years 
. . . Principal financing for Mike 
Todd’s musical, “Night in Venice,” 
the water show and Sunday night 
concerts at Jones Beach, L. I, is 
understood being supplied by stock 
broker Dudley Roberts, Jr. 
Checks are reportedly being signed 
by him or Frank Smith, personal 
manager for Lowell Thomas, 
Todd’s partner in Thomas-Todd 
Productions, Inc. 

Producer Shepard Traube, whose 
touring edition of “Bell, Book and 
Candle” is playing through the 
summer in Chicago, goes to Fire 
Island, N. Y., this weekend to 
spend July and August ... “Le 
Complexe de Philemon,” Jean 
Bernard Luc farce which was 4 
Broadway flop last fall in an 
adaptation titled ‘Faithfully 
Yours,” by L. Bush-Fekete and 
Mary Helen Fay, is being produced 
in Leeds, England, two weeks 
hence under the title, “The Happy 
Marriage,” adapted by John 
Clements. The cast will include 
the adaptor and his wife, Kay 
Hammond ... Jed Harris is to 
stage Arthur Lesser’s proposed 
production of “Si Je Voulais” (“If 
You Want”), by Paul Geraldy and 
Robert Spitzer. The play was 
originally produced on Broadway 
in 1924-25 under the title “She 
Had to Know,” with Grace George 
starred .. . Philip Barry, Jr., and 
Martin Manulis have acquired 
Richard Condon’s farce, “How to 
Fly With One Feather,” and will 
try it out week of Aug. 25 at the 
John Drew Theatre, Easthampton, 
L. L., with the idea of a Broadway 
production in the fall... Carrol 
Kyser is the new understudy for 
Joan Bennett in the Chicago com: 
pany of “Bell, Book and Candle. 
Edward Hunt takes over as undef 
study for the men. 


Current Road Shows 


(June 23-July 5) 


“Bell, Book and Candle” (Joan 
Bennett, Zachary Scott)—Selwy™ 
Chicago (23-5). 

“Cal Me Madam”—Philharmon! 
L. A. (23-5). 

“Good Night Ladies” — Hann 
Cleve. (23-5). al 

“Guys and Dolls” — Shubert 
Chicago (23-5). - 

“Moon is Blue” (2d Co.)——Hart!s 
Chi (23-5). 

“Moon is Blue” (Diana Lyn. 
David Niven) (3d Co.)—La Jolla 
Playhouse, La Jolla, Cal. (1-2. F 

“Porgy and Bess”—Opera House, 
Chicago (25-5). 

“Song of Norway”—Curl 
(23-5). 

“South Pacific” 








an, SF. 


(Janet Blair, 


| Webb Tilton)—Capitol, Salt Lat 


City (23-28); Opera House. >: 
(30-5). 4 
“Stalag 17” — Biltmore, L. 





(23-5). 
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Shows Criss-Cross in N. Haven Area; 
Biggest Atlantic City Setup in Yrs. 





New Haven, June 24. 
cheduled announcements 
f strawhats within driving dis- 
: ce of this legit centre materia)- 
it should turn out to be a sort 
v' words-crossing season in sev- 
eral quarters. 

poth Herbert Kneeter's Norwich 
Playhouse and Lewis Harmon's 
Clinton Theatre, not too far apart 
on the barnyard circuit, are due 
to unfurl “Kiss Me, Kate” for | 
week of June 30. In the two suc- 
ceeding weeks, Norwich and Clin- 
ton, in_ that order, will play “Re- 
mains To Be Seen.” 

Milton Stiefel’s Ivoryton Play- 
pouse, in the middle, geograph- 
ically, between Norwich and Clin- 
ton, hits the duplicate booking 
situation with Norwich via a Mae 
West stand on the one side, and 
with Clinton via “The Happy 
Time” on the other side. 

Other plays announced for these 
spots include, at Norwich, Lanny 
Ross in “Tree Grows in Brooklyn, ° 
July 21; Alexis Smith and Victor 
Jory in “Private Lives,” July 28; 
Larry Parks and Betty Garett in 
“Anonymous Lovers” (new), Aug. 
1, and June Havoe in “Sadie 
Thompson,” Aug. 18. 

Clinton’s sked adds Edward Ev- 
erett Horton in “Nina,” July 21; 
Eva Gabor in “Her Cardboard 
Lover,” July 28, and Ilka Chase 
in “Over 21,” Aug. 4. 

Ivoryton’s list includes Veronica 
Lake in “Gramercy Ghost,” June 
30; ZaSu Pitts in “Ramshackle 

(Continued on page 58) 


Golden Getting Mostly 
Satisfaction on ‘Male’ 
Under Sharing Hookup 


Despite healthy grosses for the 
revival of “Male Animal,” current 
at the Music Box, N. Y., there’s 
understood to be relatively little 
profit in the operation for John 
Golden, who took over the N. Y. 
City Center production and is pre- 
senting it for the commercial run. 
Explanation is that the stars and 
the Center management get a sub- 
stantial share of the net, in addi- 
tion to the regular percentages for 
the theatre, author and director. 

The show reportedly breaks even 
at around $13,500, having cost 
Golden about $14,000 to acquire 
and move to a Broadway house. 
The theatre’s 30% share, plus 10% 
author royalties, 3% director roy- 
alty, 20% split between stars El- 
liott Nugent ‘who also co-authored 
the script with James Thurber), 
Martha Scott and Robert Preston, 
and 15% to the Center manage- 
ment, leaves Golden only 22% of 
the operating net. However, since 
he financed the project himself, he 


doesn’t have to split his share with 
backers, 


GUILD OFFERS 8 SHOWS 
TO CHI SUBSCRIBERS 


) Chicago, June 24. 
ee Theatre Guild this com- 
‘Ng season is offering eight plays 
instead of the usual - a to in- 
creased interest, according to Miss 
Harriet Watts, Guild head here. 
Subscription offering, which opened 
ast week, tees off with “Stalag 17” 
at the Erlanger Sept. 2 and “Four- 
Poster at the Blackstone Sept. 22. 
Cr, two attractions are “Country 
irl” and “Gigi.” 
The other four selections will 
—F taken from “The Constant 
e, “Jane,” “Paint Your Wag- 


on,” “Call Me Madam” and “I Am 
Camera.” 


Buck, O’Brien Again Head 
Catholic Actors Guild 


ene Buck and Pat O’Brien were 
tives prez and veepee, respec- 
“ y, of the Catholic Actors Guild 
— eek Jay Jostyn continues as 
d v.p. 
partner officers elected included 
Ses meey, recording secretary; 
‘ellis aylor, historian; Frank Mc- 
pa i chairman of the exec board; 
M cn Sullivan and Madelaine 
Brown —t social secretaries. Kirk 
panell. ill Callahan, Frank Cam- 
Evan Perrone T. Cervalo, Audrey 
‘—" illian R. Fallon, Eddie Foy, 
= pert Gallagher, Jason John- 
Mei) Joseph McDermott, Horace 
“ahon and Harry B. Oldridge 


If the s 











‘Farfel Follies’ Bowing 
On Coast in October 


Los Angeles, June 24. 


Allentuck, Julien Tie Up 
All-Male ‘Fragile Fox’ 


“The Fragile Fox,” Norman 
Brooks play which the late John 
Garfield had planned to present 
with himself as star, has been ac- 
quired for production in the fall by 


mer is general manager for Kermit 


‘Chi Moon’ Setting After 61 Weeks; 
~ Third Longest Postwar Run There 





Max Allentuck and Jay Julien. For- Senate Okays D.C. Child 


Bloomgarden, while the latter is an 
attorney. 


The partners are also both mar- 





Myron Cohen will star in “Farfel 


vue scheduled to preem Oct. 20) 
at the Biltmore Theatre here for | 
a three-week break-in, prior to | 
heading east. Show is produced by | 
Mickey Katz and Hal Zeiger, pro- 
ducers of the successful Coast-| 
originated “Borscht-Capades,” in | 
which Katz starred. 

Show now has tentative Chicago, 
New York and Miami dates to 
follow the local stand. “Borscht” 
played all of the big centers of 
Jewish population around the 
country during its two-year life. 


Blondes, ‘Stalag 
Close Lush Runs 


Two hit shows closed last week- 
end, one going on the road after a 
successful New York run, the other 
a former Broadway smash closing 
a season’s tour. The latter will 
go out again in the fail, however. 
Former was “Stalag 17” and the 
latter “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.’ 
“Stalag,” comedy melodrama by 
Donald Bevan and Edmund Trzcin- 
ski, had a 471-performance run 
closing Saturday night (21) at the 
48th Street, N. Y. The show, pro- 
duced and directed by Jose Fer- 
rer, was financed for $50,000, cost 
about $30,000 to produce and has 
thus far earned about $100,000 
profit, including its share of the 
$110,000 film sale. It has distrib- 
uted $75,000 in profits and has ad- 
ditional assets of about $25,000, 
including undistributed profits, 





- a i ; reen Stapleton, 
Follies,” new Yiddish-English re- | “Rose Tattoo” 





cash reserve and bonds. The pro- 
duction opens its tour tomorrow 


Angeles. 


night, at the National, Washington, 
after a tour starting last Septem- 
ber in Chicago. It played 740 per- 
formances on Broadway, having 
opened in December, 1949. The 
musical adaptation of the Anita 
Loos novel, with book by Joseph 
Fields and Miss Loos, music by 
Jule Styne and lyrics by Leo 
Robin, is slated to go on the road 
again in the fall, but in a scaled 
down physical production with a 
replacement for Carol Channing, 
the star. 

The Herman Levin-Oliver Smith 
production, financed at $200,000 
and costing $208,000, has thus far 
distributed $480,000 profits and 
has additional assets of about 
$70,000, with another $60,000 still 
due from the show’s share of the 
20th-Fox film deal. 


ATPAM Sets Separate 
Agents for ‘Venice,’ Aqua 





eral manager for the shows, and 
company managef of “Venice,” 
while Harold Grossman is company 
manager of swimming show. 
“Venice” opens tomorrow night 
(Thurs.). 

The union last week required 
Bill Doll to hire Danny Newman, a 
road agent, as an advance man for 
the Blevins; Davis-Robert Breen re- 
vival of “Porgy and Bess,” current- 
ly touring before going to Berlin, 
Vienna and London. Previously, 
when the show had been scheduled 
to come into New York this sum- 
mer, it had been classified as a try- 
out, so Doll had been p.a., with an 
associate on it and his two current 





Were elected to the exec board. 


“New Faces.” 


night (Thurs.) at the Biltmore, Los | 


“Blondes,” also closed Saturday | 


ried to actresses, Allentuck to Mau- 

femme lead in 
on Broadway and 
tour last season, and Julien to Julie 
Harris, currently vacationing as 
star of “I Am a Camera.” How- 
ever, “Fragile Fox” calls for an all- 
male cast. 


Early Chicago Curtain 
On ‘Bell’ Pays Off; Traube 





Actors; Need Truman Nod 


Washington, June 24. 

Bill to permit child actors to 
appear on D. C. stages received 
| Senate okay over the weekend and 
now needs only President Truman’s 
| signature to make it legal. 
| Measure amends Washington's 
ichild labor law to permit young- 
|sters from seven to 14 to appear 
lon stage. Previously the children 
|}had to be 14 or over. The young- 
sters would be permitted in eight 
performances per week, and would 
be allowed to be on stage no later 
than 11.30 p.m. Requirements for 





To Continue It on Tour) tte proper schooling of the chil- 


Chicago, June 24. 

On strength of the good attend- 
ance at the _early performance 
Tuesday nights of “Bell, Book and 
Candle” here, producer Shepard 
Traube plans -to continue the prac- 
tice when the play resumes its tour 
in the fall. He’s convinced that its 
a boxoffice hypo, particularly in 
larger cities with residential sub- 
urbs, such as Minneapolis, San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, New Or- 
leans and Washington. 


The upbeat trade at the Tuesday 
performances of the John van Dru- 


dren are also included. 

Heretofore, shows with young 
children—such as “Member of the 
Wedding,” “King and I,” “South 
Pacific,” etc.—have been barred 
in effect by the juve ban. 


Swede Lead, Yanks 
For Aussie ‘SP’ 


Richard Collett, leading baritone 





ten comedy has been consistent | of the Swedish Royal Opera Co. 


from the start, registeritfg a nota- 
ble jump the third week, when 
Traube gave the 7:30 curtain ex- 
tensive plugging in spot announce- 


ments on local radio stations. An- tion of “South Paeific.” 


other week, when the advance sale 
indicated only mild results for the 
Tuesday show, a sudden spurt in 
the window 
pushed the night’s receipts to one 
of the highest points of the run. 


the past five years, has been signed 
by the J. C. Williamson Theatre 
chain for the lead role of Emil de 
Becque in the Australian produc- 
Collett, 
who’s been in America the past few 
weeks, was auditioned and signed 
last weekend in N.Y. by Dorothy 


sale. at 6:30 p.M./ Stewart, Williamson’s U. S. rep. 


Miss Stewart also pacted Mary La 
Roche for the femme lead of Nellie 


Despite the success of the early | Forbush; Virginia Paris, for Bloody 


curtain Tuesdays, 


however, it} Mary, and Leonard Stone as Billis. 


wouldn’t be feasible to extend the| The Lt. Cable role will probably 
policy to other nights of the week, | be filled from London and the Liat 


Traube figures. Fact that local de- 
partment stores are open until 9:30 
p.m. Mondays would be an adverse 
factor that night. The midweek 
matinee rules out an early start 
Wednesday night. Thursday might 


be a possibility, but Friday and 
Saturday (the latter also being a 
already big 
nights, so there’s little to be gained bourne, Sept. 15 or 20. 


matinee day) are 


then. The producer also feels 


goers and 


week matinees. 


topped the Monday figures and 


when radio_ spots 


558 and the high $1,983. 


part in Australia. 


Chicago, June 24. 


The closing of the Chicago com- 
pany of “Moon Is Blue” at the Har- 
ris this Saturday (28) will give the 
comedy the third longest postwar 
run of any attraction here, doing 
61 weeks. “South Pacific” and 
“Voice of the Turtle,” with 66 
weeks each, surpassed the play’s 
stand. Only seven runs have ex- 
ceeded this stint in the past 30 
years. One of the quickest road 
companies formed, only starting six 
weeks after the New York success, 
it has been a critical and financial 
boxoffice success through most of 
its engagement. It grossed more 
than $1,000,000 and will have 
played 487 performances to more 
than 440,000 customers. 


Original cast with Leon Ames 
and Maggie McNamara stayed with 
the show until June 1, but the 
juvenile Murray Hamilton left the 
cast about six months ago and Biff 
McGuire took over the role, after 
several others tried the part for 
short stints. Ames. left to do pic- 
ture work and Miss McNamara 
transferred te the New York cast 
three weeks ago. They were suc- 
ceeded by Hiram Sherman and 
| Marcia Henderson. 





During last summer, the play 
had a phenomenal b.o., doing as 
much as $20,000 weekly at the 
1,000-seat house and seldom fall- 
ing below the $18,000 mark. Pro- 
duction breaks at about $10,000. 
While grosses had been slipping in 
recent months, business took an 
abrupt drop in the last few weeks 


(Continued on page 58) 


Lewis & Young to Enter 
Concert - Lecture Field 
With Anderson ‘Readings’ 


San Francisco, June 24. 
Legit producers Russell Lewis 
,and Howard Young enter the con- 
| cert-lecture field this fall with the 








Charles Atkins, of the Rodgers-| presentation of Judith Anderson in 
staff, who’s!a program of solo dramatic “read- 


Hammerstein N. Y. 


been with “South Pacific” for three | ings.” 
years here, will go out to Aussie 


there’s not much potential in the 
recent suggestion of a few theatre- 
managers. that there 
should be an early curtain for mid- 


The 7:30 performance Tuesdays 
has been a definite click at “Beil,” 
however. Receipts have invariably 





to stage the musical. He'll get an 
assist from John Casson, resident 
director for Williamson. “Pacific” 
is set to open at His Majesty’s, Mal- 


Collett, who was an actor before 
going into opera and starred oppo- 
site Ingrid Bergman abroad, audi- 
tioned here successfully for Rodg- 
ers & Hammerstein a year ago for 
the London “Pacific,” but other 
commitments then prevented fur- 
ther consideration. Miss La Roche 
played the lead in “Allegro” on the 
road and more recently was on the 


have compared favorably with most h have 
other nights of the week. For the James Melton TV show. Both hav 


first week under the new arrange- 
‘ment, the Tuesday receipts were 
$1,450. The second week dropped 
to $1,239. However, the third week, | New Jersey Symphony Orchestra 
were used, ! and a violinist in the NBC Sym- 
jumped to $1,781 and the fourth to | phony 
1,913. Since then, the low was $1,-| conductor of the latter orch for the 


been signed for a 12-month period, 
with options. 





Samuel Antek, conductor of the 


Orchestra, will be guest 





first time Saturday (28) on NBC. 








Broadway stints, “Top Banana” and | 


Show Finances 








Gross for nine weeks ending May 31 .........+eeeeeee eeeoes 
Profit for nine weeks ending May 31 wey eerrer rT Tr Saseees 3.341 
| Less provision for retroactive royalties, Ct. ..sseeeeeeeeeeees 


Assets as of May 31, ’52 


resuming tour next fall.) 


(Note: Production is closing in Chi 


“MOON IS BLUE” (3d Co.) 
(Closed) 


‘Investment .. 
| Returned to backers .......++++- 
| Assets as of March 29, eres 


soe eereeeeeeeaeeee 


| Income from souvenir program sa 
'Closing expenses .... 
Provision for retroactive royalties 
Balance 


eereee DPeessieveesseseeer 


ee ee eeeeeeeee 
eee eee eeeeeeeee eererereeeee 


eee eee ee ee | ereeeeerereee 


, BEB. ceccveseste ececsocorers 


a abd 1b Sho be eee eae a Nothing | York performance of 
(Note: There may ultimately be a modest profit from incidental future } Franchattt's opera, 
income, including lease of scenery, props, etc.) 


..» $50,000 
50,000 


They also plan other more 
| oF less similar projects for next 
| spring. 
| Miss Anderson will appear in a 
| 70-minute version of ‘Medea,’ plus 
a short scene from “Tower Beyond 
| Tragedy,” both adapted by Robin- 
son Jeffers from the original 
dramas in which the star previous- 
ly appeared on Broadway. Unlike 
the “Don Juan in Hell” program 
starring Charles Boyer, Charles 
Laughton, Cedric Hardwicke and 
Agnes Moorehead, Miss Anderson 
will use a full stage and no micro- 
phone for the performance. 

The program, which was tested 
recently at the Ojai Music Festival 
near here, is slated to tour four 
weeks before Christmas and six 
weeks after New Year. Moss & 
Haymon will book the first part 
and James Davidson & David Libl- 
dins the latter portion. 

Lewis & Young, currently oper- 
|ating the second summer season 
by the Sacramento Music Circus, 
| have produced several shows on 
Broadway and have presented a 
number of touring shows. 


‘WEDDING’ PAYS $22,500; 











“MOON IS BLUE” (B’way Co.) 
; vod bay “Night in Ven-| Investment ............ccsesecccecsseseeceeseveneoegs ee Hy TOTAL NOW $316,124 
ice,” and the daily aquatic show at | Distributed profit .......... rials «6 Gk Kaede REM iis . 130, - : 
the Marine Stadium, Jones Beach, | Additional profit as of March 29,52 ......... evessecesges oe 21,687 a a. cea pa 
L. L, have been classified as sep-| Gross for nine ‘weeks ending May 31, '52 ......s+eeeee08 werere  }}! “Me aa f the Weddin ” bring. 
arate productions, and the Assn. of | Profit for nine weeks ending May 31, 52 ........ ivewes Criéoies ae th total rofit on — Carson 
Theatrical Press Agents & Mana-| Less N. Y. State unincorporated business tax ........ ssienkbas 2,449 rH Ie pe to $316.124 thus 
os ss oe = np gam | Assets as of May 31, 52 ............... err ccccees 32,691 eee ya is still about $10 000 in 
of a senior pressagent and a com- TR ete ate 
pany manager for each. As a re-| “MOON IS BLUE” (2d Co.) | undistributed cage Boa —s 
sult, Ben Kornzweig has been hired | Investment .........06 cess cece rene ene eee eeeeee o0esssssess SOOO bey at fromm the Sianter firemen 
as associate to Max Gendel, Todd's Distributed Profit ..... 0.0.0.0 vse eeeeeeeee eocrvececees 55,000 | ate gn ogg A roe | fecal 
regular p.a. Robert Ward is gen-| Additional profit as of March 29, 52 .....+++es+e0s neoseeeens 13,095 | im , 


f | rights, ete. . 
—_ The Robert Whitehead produe- 
2 224 | tion, which recently closed after 
14.202 | nearly two years’ run in New York 
‘and more than a season on tour, 


| was financed at $75,000. 
Salmeggi Sets 5th Opera 





3,312 | dalls Island, N. Y. 


Season begins July 


Columbus.” 


Season at N. Y. Triboro 


Impresario Alfredo Salmaggi is 
6,454 | prepping his fifth open-air opera 
Gross for tour’s final 6 weeks, as of May 10, 52 ..seseeeeeeuss 65,917 | Season at Triboro Stadium, Ran- 
J ‘ 1 s of May 10, 52 ....... 0b0nceeeesee 7 
et Lae Bt ae ao bes eeieuuee ssededaasentes 502 | 12 with 

726 | “Aida,” at a $2 top. Salmaggi is 
2.918 | also rehearsing for the first New 
Alberto 


“Christopher 
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‘Moon’ Backers Share in Coast Co.; 
Show May Profit No. 3 Production 


The Actors Co. production of > 


“Moon Is Blue,” opening July 1 at | 





La Jolla, Calif, with David Niven| Two Strawhats to Liven 


and Diana Lynn co-starred, has 
been financed with profits from the | 
original Broadway company and is} 
using scenery and props from the | 
recently-closed third company. | 
Otto Preminger, who staged the 
original and the two touring edi- | 
tions of the F. Hugh Herbert com- | 
edy, is also directing the La Jolla 
troupe, which will tour Coast cities | 
after opening the ‘season at the 
Actors Co. home base. 

According to a letter from pro- 
ducers Aldrich & Myers (in assucia- 
tion with Julius Fleischmann), the 
La Jolla version of the play is be- 
ing bankrolled with $10,000 of un- 
distributed profits from the origl- 
nal Broadway company. Thus, the 
original backers became partners in | 
the Coast edition, unless they spe" | 
cifically requested to be excluded. | 
That is in contrast to the setup for | 
the No. 2 and No. 3 companies, | 
which were separately financed, so 
as not to have to wait for accumu-}| 
lation of profits from the original | 
troupe. 

Although the Aldrich & Myers | 
letter to the backers didn’t reveal | 
the exact terms of the deal, it in-| 
dicated that the La Jolla use of| 
the scenery and props from the} 
No. 3 company would involve a} 
“financial arrangement.” Such | 
agreements usually involve a flat 
rental fee or a royalty based on a} 
percentage of the gross. Since the 
No. 3 edition, financed at $50,000, | 
broke even on its season's tour, the | 
revenue from the scenery-property | 
deal should bring in a modest profit 
on the investment. 


| 





SOUTH PiX OPS OFFER 
POOL FOR LEGIT TOURING 


Austin, Tex., June 24. 

Interstate Theatre Circuit and a 
few other southern film ops are 
negotiating a deal to present stage | 
attractions in their houses this 
coming fall and winter. The plan, 
in tentative form, calls for several 
circuits to pool their houses and | 
offer the overall package to tour- 
ing stage units. 

The plan as outlined is expected 
to appeal to legit show producers, 
since they can come in for sev- 
eral months of bookings intead of 
the usual four or five weeks which 
individual circuits could offer. 

In the past, the favored cities 
for bookings have been San An- 
tonio, Dallas, Fort Worth and 
Houston. Now the plan will take 
in several other cities where in 
the past stage shows have proved 
success/ul. 


Show i: Leaders Aid 
la ¥arnick Testimonial 


Testimonial dinner was tendered 
Mond’, cvening (23) to Solly Per- 








Ala.-North Florida Area 


Birmingham, June 24. 


The Alabama-North Florida area 
will have two strawhats this sum- 


mer, one an Equity company at} 


Panama City Beach, Fla., and the 
other a college one at University, 
Ala. Both will use central staging. 


John Aldrich Newfield, of How- 


ard College here, is producer for | 
| the Pelican Players of Panama City | 


| Beach. Newfield, who directs un- 


| der the name of John Aldrich, will | 


| offer the following plays on his 10- 
| week schedule: “Engaged,” “Penny 
| Wise,” “Tobacco Road,” ‘Holiday,” 


“Outward Bound,” “Rain,” “The 
Constant Wife,” and one other. 


Dr. Marian Gallaway, of the U. 


of Alabama, will present four shows | 
four-performance-a-week | 


on a 
schedule, doing one every three 
weeks. Plays for her Bam Arena 
will be “The Curious Savage,” 
“Ring Round the Moon,” “Blithe 
Spirit,” and a new play by an Ala- 
bama playwright, Felicia Metcalfe. 
Newfield's season opens tonight 
(24) with “The Constant Wife.” Gal- 
laway’s season opens tomorrow 
(Wed.) with “The Curious Savage.” 


Barn Notes 


Ruth White, a leading member 
of the resident company at the 
Bucks County Playhouse, New 
Hope, Pa., will appear on a “loan- 
out” next week in “Carousel” at 
the Lambertville (N.J.) Music Cir- 
cus, just across the Delaware 
River . . . Charles Evans, scenic 
designer at Lambertville last sum- 
mer, has a similar stint this season 





at Theron Bamberger’s Fairmount | 


Park tent theatre, Philadelphia 
.. . Hugh Price Fellows is resident 
director at the Kennebunkport 
(Me.) Playhouse, opening 
Monday (30)... George Englund, 





Strawhat Reviews 


Ceunt Your Blessings 


New Hope, Pa., June 23. 


Theron Bamberger production of com- 
edy in three acts (five scenes) by Carl 
and Dorothy Allensworth. Stars Albert 
Dekker: features Sara Seegar; directed by 
Ezra Stone; settings, Jean Laurain. At 
Bucks County Playhouse, New Hope, Pa.; 
June 23, °52; $3.40 top. 











———~~_ 
* e 
Inside Stuff—Legit 

Howard College, Alabama, drama professor John Aldrich 
had long planned to give Somerset Maugham’s “The Const 
at his Equity Theatre, Pelican Playhouse, at Panama City p 
But the recent Broadway success of the play, and Katharine 
subsequent plans to tour with the show next season, balked h 
field wrote Miss Cornell, told her his Equity company was the on! 
one for miles around, and that Broadway touring companies rare) 
came that way. Gertrude Macy ‘of the Cornell office informed Newfield 


Newfie] 

ant Wife 
each, Fla, 
Cornell's 
Im. Ney. 





Annie. Kudelka .........-: Norma Lehn | that his arena theatre on the North Florida coast could go ahead with 
Leo Bialagrudski ) REG Fy Jack | Klugman | the production, “inasmuch as Panama City Beach is some distance from 
nena Diefendort phan bade Sara Seegar | any town that we will play.” Pelican Players open their 10-week Sea. 
Fred Diefendorf ......... Albert Dekker | son today (Tues.) with “The Constant Wife.” Group is in its second 


Judith Licata 


Nancy Diefendorf ....... 
Josef Seegar Stone 


Jimmie Diefendorf... 


| Kitty Diefendorf ....... Sue Ellen Blake | 
|} John Gates ....+-.eee-+s James Goodwin | 
Elmer Price .......sescess:: Joseph Foley 
Newton Gates ......+e++: John Shellie 
George Caldwell ........ Ronald Telfer 
Hattie Edwards........+..-. Fay Sappington 


Mr. Fiddler .........se+: Truman Smith 
Helper ; eek ghd .. Allen Kramer 
Telephone Lineman.,...... Tom Avera 
Andy Bowen .......«.++: John Crowley 





| It seems improbable that a com- 
vedy about the installation of city 
water — and especially indoor 


‘Accent on Youth,” “Kiss and Tell,” | toilets—on a farm outside Cleve- 


season. 





Theatre de Lys, which William de Lys plans to open in the f 
the former Hudson Guild Playhouse, Greenwich Village, N. y already 
represents an investment of $32,539. According to an accounting May 
31 the expenses included $6,047 for office furniture and equipment 
$1,809 for technical equipment, $8,120 for theatre building improve. 
ments, $3,000 for rent, $100 for electricity, $75 for telephone, $399 
for sound equipment, $1,000 for a curtain, $485 for seats, $50 incidental 
items, $787 for prepaid insurance, and $8,882 organization expenses 
| Opening bill at the spot, scheduled for Sept. 29, will be a musical 
version of “Frankie and Johnny,” written by John Huston in 1932. 


all in 





ee 


land, in 1912, would be able to} 


| keep anyone indoors after the first 
jact, but “Count Your Blessings,” 
| which opened a one-week tryout 
|run at Bucks County Playhouse 
holds the audience but sends it 
home happy. 

New comedy by Carl and Doro- 
thy Allensworth, presented by 
Playhouse producer Theron Bam- 
berger, with Ezra Stone directing, 
features Albert Dekker as a travel- 


tled his family on a farm. As a 
jingoistic optimist fired by the 
successful completion of the 
Panama Canal, Dekker plays a 
|man determined to give his family 
the comforts of indoor plumbing 
if it breaks him. Sara Seegar 
| (Mrs. Ezra Stone) plays Dekker’s 
| wife with a stature and solid 
| humor that give the show real 
body. Ruth White, a fine charac- 
ter actress, heads a 15-member 
supporting cast, which includes 





Fay Sappington, John Shellie, Jo- | 


seph Foley (who is very funny), 
Norma Lehn and Jack Klugman. 
Play’s success must be attributed 
|to extremely expert, light-handed 
| direction of Stone, who gets ef- 
fects where least expected—and 


next | whose ability to whip a show into | 


presentable shape in only two 


here Monday night (23), not only | 


ling paint salesman who has set- | 


Nat Karson, who withdrew a 
stageshow producer at the Empire, 
| Leicester Square, London, when 
|the spot changed policy recently, 
|is currently in Rome, where_ he 
|may remain indefinitely. ..Mike 
| Sloane, co-producer with Paula 
| Stone (Mrs. Sloane) of “Top Ba- 
nana,” leaves tomorrow (Thurs.) 
for the Coast to confer with adap- 
itor George Oppenheimer, song- 
|writers Johnny Burke and Jimmy 
Van Heusen and director Bretaigne 
| Windust on the Stone-Sloane mu- 
| sical version of “Carnival in Flan- 
ders’”...The National, Washington, 
currently dark, relights July 21- 
Aug. 2 ®With “Good Nite, Ladies,” 
before getting “Porgy and Bess” 
for four weeks starting Aug. 4... 
George Abbott will direct and part- 
ner with Jule Styne in the produc- 
tion of “In Any Language” (for- 
|merly “Only Human”), the Ed Be- 
|loin-Henry Garson comedy about 
|an American actress in Italy. Re- 
| hearsals are scheduled for Aug. 15, 
| with a Broadway opening Oct. 1 
| after a tryout tour. 

Coast producer Gene Mann in 
| New York to negotiate a television 





son of film writer Ken Englund | weeks of rehearsals is highly com-/|deal ..Joseph Fields and Jerome 


and brother of Broadway ingenue 
Pat Englund, is managing director 
of the Famous Artists Country 
Playhouse, Fayetteville, N. Y., 
opening July 1. Staff of the spot 
includes Dominic Jeskevich, de- 
signer; John Fuhrmann, 
agent; Eddie Rissien, stage mana- 
ger; Nina lLassman, treasurer; 
Donna Guido, property mistress; 
Ray Rutan, master carpenter, and 
Robert Barnes, technician. Paul 
Crabtree is general manager of 
this barn as well as the Country 
Playhouse, East Rochester, N. Y., 
also serving as managing director 
of the latter. East Rochester staff 
includes Daniel Broun, stage man- 
ager; Joe 
nician; Joan Vadeboncoeur, pro- 
duction assistant; Joan de Keyser, 
property mistress, and May Jack- 
son, p.a. Latter is the wife of 
Matt Jackson, sports editor of the 
Rochester Times Union. 


Anne Pearson, daughter of radio- 
newspaper columnist Leon Pear- 
son, and niece of Drew Pearson, 





nick, business agent of the Stage- 
hands Union, Local No. 1, Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Emplovees. 

Aivair was hosted by the Theat- 
rical Saucre Club at the Hotel As- 


made her stage debut in the in- | 


genue role in “Come Back, Little 
| Sheba” at Olney (Md.) Theatre 
| last week. 

| Concert singer Susan Reed to 
|play in summer stock at Chagrin 


press- | 


Chomyn, head _ tech-/| B 


| Falls, Ohio, as guest-star. Her 
tor, with Goorge E. Goldsmith, sec-| husband, James Karen, will have 
retary of the Masonic group, as| juvenile leads in several produc- 
toastm? Number of show biz! tions. 


leaders and celebs were on hand. | Joe Lustig has taken over as 
includin® Morey Amsterdam. Ralph pressagent for Sara Stamm’s Casi- 
Bellamy. ‘\TSE prexy Richard|no Theatre, Newport, succeeding 
Walsh, I\ TS" secretary-treasurer | Peter Glenn, who has gone to Eng- 
Willisim P. Raoul, Actors Equity | land. : 


| mendable. 

| With work on the first act, where 
| the story line is somewhat obscure, 
'“Count Your Blessings” should 
|move very happily into a Broad- 
|way niche next fall. It has a 
| bucolic, turn-of-the-century charm 
| that makes it a sort of “Oklahoma” 
without music. Ward, 





Carmen Jones 


Boston, June 24. 

Lee Falk & Al Capp presentation of 
Dick Campbell production of musical in 
two acts, with music by Georges Bizet, 
book and lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein 
2d. Stars Muriel Rahn. Staged by Camp- 
bell. Sets, Theodore Sastrom; dances, 
Sheldon Hoskins; musical direction, Al- 
bert Rivett. At Boston Summer Theatre, 
oston, June 23, ’52. 


” 
oi eee, Trem Muriel Rahn 
RPE Fore oe 640 hedacss Luther Saxon 
Se Ses 0.0 6 aecaed « 5 Elton Warren 
Husky Miller........... William Dillard 
UD. dtniod c-gueeac eds Theresa Merritte 
PE Tu H084:6:0.4-04-6490 455540 % George Fisher 
re ey Joseph Lewis 





The first stop in what could 
conceivably be another Broadway 
revival, this edition of “Carmen 
| Jones” retains the vigor and good- 
}natured spoofing of its operatic 
| counterpart that the original pro- 
| duction captured 10 years ago. 
| While the plot revolves, as a 
| decade ago, around the escanades 
of gals employed in a parachute 
|factory, and military personnel as- 
|Signed as guards, plus such di- 
| vertissements offered by fisticuffer 
Husky Miller and his entourage. 
‘musical remains up-to-date and 
| therefore good entertainment. 

Principals Muriel Rahn, Luther 





| Chodorov will write the book for 
|a musical adaptation of “My Sister 
| Eileen,” their 1940-41 dramatiza- 
| tion of the Ruth McKenney maga- 
| zine sketches, which Robert Fryer 
| hopes to produce, with George Ab- 
| bott directing...Pressagent Peggy 
Phillips has authored a new com- 
edy, “To Charlie, with Love,” 
which may be tried out at the 
Westport (Conn.) Country Play- 
house during September, with Wil- 
liam Gaxton as lead...Warren 
Caro, Theatre Guild-American 
Theatre Society executive, leaves 
today (Wed.) on a a 4 to discuss 
subscription plans with local rep- 
resentatives in 10 key cities, with 
time out for a vacation in Alaska 

..Tony Griswold and Joseph 
Stevens will present the Dutchess 
Players (from the Six O’Clock The- 
atre in New York) for a nine-week 
season at the Cecilwood Theatre, 
| Fishkill, N. Y., under the direction 
of Fred Stewart. Ann Sloper is 
pressagent for the spot... Pericles 
Alexander, amusements editor of 
the Shreveport, La., Times, and in- 
die pressagent, has been signed to 
p.a. state and national coverage 
for the State Fair Musicals in Dal- 
las. Paper granted Alexander a 90- 


day summer leave. 


| Carleton Carpenter, on loan-out 

from Metro, has been set for the 
|male lead opposite Monica Lewis 
jin the Actors Co. production of 

“Remaihs to Be Seen” at the La 
| Jolla (Cal.) Playhouse . . . Dr. Ed- 
| ward W. Borgers, director of the 
| Queens County Playhouse, New 





Legit 


execs Accrs Dunean, Television 
Author: ‘onper George Heller 
Theatr’~ | ‘{utual Assn. prexy Paul 
Stahl, Av cr’eon Federation of Mu- 
Sicians ‘xc7l exec Sem Suber 
among o (irs. Pernick was given 
a gold I1\TSE membership card by 
the union. 


L rre as Lantrec 


Hollywood, June 24. 





Pet r 'orre will star on Broad- 
way nexi fll in the tit'e role of 
“Monsicur Lautree,” Irving L. 


Jacobs’ nvoduction of the Edward 
Chodcorcy Crema about the crippled 
Frencii roster artist. Jacobs set the 
deal wiih Lorre and the latter's at- 
torney, Jo-cs Silverstone, over the 
weekend here. 

Silverstore planed east today 
(Tues.) to set a release deal for the | 
Lorre-produced and directed star- | 
rer, “The Lost One,” made in Ger- 
many. The German _lanquave 
thriller, with Enelish titles, will be | 
booked into art houses, i 


* | erton’s 


| The American Legion is pro- 
| testing the scheduled appearances 


of Larry Parks and Betty Garrett 
(Mrs. Parks) in a tryout of “The 
| Anenymous Lover” at Guy Palm- 
r barns at Worcester and 
Fitchburg, Mass. The actor, ap- 
\pearing before the House Un- 
|American Activities Committee 


|last year, testified he had been a/| 


|Communist but left the party in 
| 1945, and named various Holly- 
wood personalities who had been 
members. Palmerton has _ ex- 
pressed a determination not to 
cancel the bookings... Uta Hagen, 
Luther Adler, Herbert Berchof, 
Romney Brent and Paula Law- 
rence, appearing at Miami in their 
N. Y. City Center revival of “To. 
varich,” were such a hit that they 


were held over this week to star | 


in “The Play’s the Thing,” under 
Brent’s direction. 

Reddy McDowall will appear in 
Philip Barry’s “The Youngest.” 
week beginning July 21, at Theron 
Bamberger’s Theatre In The Round. 
Fairmont Park. Philadelphia. Co- 
starred will be Peggy Ann Garier. 


| Saxon, Elton Warren, Audrey Van- 
ferpool, William Dillard and 
'Theresa Merritte. Majority of 
| whom were in the original cast. 
show to good advantage in the vo- 
| cal department. Ballet divertisse- 
‘ment in Act Two, with toreadors 
,prancing through a hoked bull- 
fight, is an especially strong 
laugh-getter. 
Miss Rahn is sufficiently hard- 
| boiled to be plausible and Saxon 
|is equally proficient as the weak 
Joe. Miss Merritte scores in this 
relatively minor role of Frankie. 
i. ae niaee (Rum) and 
Josep ewis (Dink) ably su 
Dillard's Husky Miller. ‘ aii 
Costuming by Grace Houston 
and lighting by Elinor Duvey lend 
the proper atmosphere. 





DES MOINES HOUSE SWITCH 


Des Moines, June 27. 
The Community Drama Assn. of 
| Des Moines will take over the Tri- 
| States Roosevelt Theatre July 10 
Remodeling will start in July, with 
‘first day planned for production in 
October, 


Curt. 


| York, has been appointed director 
/of the Playhouse of the U. of 
| Kansas City. Dr. Borgers succeeds 
| Dr. John H. Newfield, recently ap- 
| pointed director of the University 
| Theatre at the U. of Kansas, Law- 
‘rence . . . Donald Harrington, di- 
'rector in the drama school at the 
| U. of Washington, will mark his 

100th production with “Ring 
| Around the Moon” at the Play- 
| house, Seattle, Friday (27). 


Jerome Whyte, Theatre Guild 
/musical production manager and 
| Rodgers & Hammerstein produc- 
| tion aide, was discharged last week 
| from Lenox Hill Hospital, N. Y.., 
| after treatment for chronic arthri- 
tis ... Peggy Doyle, drama critic 
/of the Boston American, in town 
| last week to catch up on the Broad- 
| way shows. Elliot Norton, of the 
| Boston Post, on a similar visit the 
| week before . . . Now that her 
/older son’s school term is over, 
Martha Scott has moved to New 
| York, so she doesn’t have to com- 
; mute from New Haven for her co- 
| Starring stint in “Male Animal.” 
| But now her husband, bandleader 
'Mel Powell, must commute from 





Bits 

New York for his composition ang 
harmony courses at Yale... War. 
ner Watson, production assistant 
for the Blevins Davis-Robert Breen 
revival of “Porgy and Bess,” out of 
the hospital last week after a three. 
month tussle due to a kickup of an 
old infection from his GI days , . , 
Legit-tele actress Neva Patterson 
back from a visit to her parents 
in Elkhart, Ia. 


Gertrude Macy and Waiter 
Starcke, who produced “I Am a 
Camera”, out of the Cornell. 
McClintic office, are taking their 
own offices for the production of 
the new John van Druten play, 
“I’ve Got Sixpence.” Miss Macy, 
who will continue as general man- 
ager for Katharine Cornell, leaves 
next week for a European vata- 
tion . . . Designers David Ffolkes 
and Stuart Hemingway plan a 
fall production of Maurice Valen. 
ey’s “Thracian Horses,” which 
various managements have had un- 
der option in the last several years 
. . . Principal financing for Mike 
Todd’s musical, “Night in Venice,” 
the water show and Sunday night 
concerts at Jones Beach, L. I., is 
understood being supplied by stock 
broker Dudley Roberts, Jr. 
Checks are reportedly being signed 
by him or Frank Smith, personal 
manager for Lowell Thomas, 
Todd’s partner in Thomas-Todd 
Productions, Inc. 

Producer Shepard Traube, whose 
touring edition of “Bell, Book and 
Candle” is playing through the 
summer in Chicago, goes to Fire 
Island, N. Y., this weekend to 
spend July and August... “Le 
Complexe de Philemon,’ Jean 
Bernard Luc farce which was 4 
Broadway flop last fall in an 
adaptation titled ‘Faithfully 
Yours,” by L. Bush-Fekete and 
Mary Helen Fay, is being produced 
in Leeds, England, two weeks 
hence under the title, ‘“‘The Happy 
Marriage,” adapted by John 
Clements. The cast will include 
the adaptor and his wife, Kay 
Hammond .. . Jed Harris is to 
stage Arthur Lesser’s proposed 
production of “Si Je Voulais” (“If 
You Want”), by Paul Geraldy and 
Robert Spitzer. The play was 
originally produced on Broadway 
in 1924-25 under the title “She 
Had to Know,” with Grace George 
starred . . . Philip Barry, Jr., and 
Martin Manulis have acquired 
Richard Condon’s farce, “How to 
Fly With One Feather,” and will 
try-it out week of Aug. 25 at the 
John Drew Theatre, Easthampton, 
L. L, with the idea of a Broadway 
production in the fall .. . Carrol 
Kyser is the new understudy fot 
Joan Bennett in the Chicago com: 
pany of “Bell, Book and Candle. 
Edward Hunt takes over as under 
study for the men. 


Current Road Shows 


(June 23-July 5) 


“Bell, Book and Candle” (Joan 
Bennett, Zachary Scott)—Selw™ 
Chicago (23-5). 

“Cal Me Madam”—Philharmon'G 
L. A. (23-5). 

“Good Night Ladies” — Hanna 
Cleve. (23-5). d 

“Guys and Dolls’ — Shuber 
Chicago (23-5). o 

“Moon is Blue” (2d Co.)—Hartls 
Chi (23-5). . 

“Moon is Blue” (Diana Lyn. 
David Niven) (3d Co.!—La Jolla 
Playhouse, La Jolla, Cal. ‘1-2’: F 

“Porgy and Bess”—Opera House, 
Chicago (25-5). 

“Song of Norway”—Cvrra! 
(23-5). - 

“South Pacific” (Janet ~~ 
Webb Tilton)—Capitol, Salt es 
City (23-28); Opera House. > " 
(30-5). 4 

“Stalag 17” — Biltmore, lL. ™ 








1, SF. 





(23-5). 
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Shows Criss-Cross in N, Haven Area; 
Biggest Atlantic City Setup in Yrs. 


Allentuck, Julien Tie Up 
All-Male ‘Fragile Fox 


“The Fragile Fox,” Norman 
Brooks play which the late John 
Garfield had planned to present 





New Haven, June 24. 


cheduled announcements 

F eanais within driving dis- 
. of this legit centre material- 
~ it should turn out to be a sort 
of swords-crossing season in sev- 
eral quarters. 

Both Herbert Kneeter's Norwich 
Playhouse and Lewis Harmon's 
Clinton Theatre, not too far apart 
on the barnyard circuit, are due | 
to unfurl “Kiss Me, Kate” for} 
week of June 30. In the two suc- 
ceeding weeks, Norwich and Clin- 
ton, in that order, will play “Re- 
mains To Be Seen. 

Milton Stiefel’s Ivoryton Play- 
house, in the middle, geograph- 
ically, between Norwich and Clin- 
ton, hits the duplicate booking 
situation with Norwich via a Mae 
West stand on the one side, and 
with Clinton via “The Happy 
Time” on the other side. 

Other plays announced for these 
spots include, at Norwich, Lanny 
Ross in “Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” 
July 21; Alexis Smith and Victor 
Jory in “Private Lives,” July 28; 
Larry Parks and Betty Garett in 
“Anonymous Lovers” (new), Aug. 
il, and June Havoe in “Sadie 
Thompson,” Aug. 18. 

Clinton’s sked adds Edward Ev- 
erett Horton in “Nina,” July 21; 
Eva Gabor in “Her Cardboard 
Lover,” July 28, and Ilka Chase 
in “Over 21,” Aug. 4. 

Ivoryton’s list includes Veronica 
Lake in “Gramercy Ghost,” June 
30; ZaSu Pitts in ‘“Ramshackle 

(Continued on page 58) 


Golden Getting Mostly 
Satisfaction on ‘Male’ 
Under Sharing Hookup 


Despite healthy grosses for the 
revival of ‘Male Animal,” current 
at the Music Box, N. Y., there’s 
understood to be relatively little 
profit in the operation for John 
Golden, who took over the N. Y. 
City Center production and is pre- 
senting it for the commercial run. 
Explanation is that the stars and 
the Center management get a sub- 
stantial share of the net, in addi- 
tion to the regular percentages for 
the theatre, author and director. 

The show reportedly breaks even 
at around $13,500, having cost 
Golden about $14,000 to acquire 
and move to a Broadway house. 
The theatre’s 30% share, plus 10% 
author royalties, 3% director roy- 
alty, 20° split between stars El- 
liott Nugent ‘who also co-authored 
the script with James Thurber), 
Martha Scott and Robert Preston, 
and 15% to the Center manage- 
ment, leaves Golden only 22% of 
the operating net. However, since 
he financed the project himself, he 


doesn't have to split his share with 
backers, 


GUILD OFFERS 8 SHOWS 
TO CHI SUBSCRIBERS 


: Chicago, June 24. 

Chicago Theatre Guild this com- 
ing season is offering eight plays 
instead of the usual six, due to in- 
creased interest, according to Miss 
Harriet Watts, Guild head here. 
Subscription offering, which opened 
ast week, tees off with “Stalag 17” 
at the Erlanger Sept. 2 and “Four- 
posters at the Blackstone Sept. 22. 
ext two attractions are “Country 

Girl” and “Gigi.” 
The other four selections will 
wit taken from “The Constant 
e, “Jane,” “Paint Your Wag- 


on,” “Call Me Madam” and “I Am 
amera,.”’ 


Buck, O’Brien Again Head 
Catholic Actors Guild 


aan Buck and Pat O’Brien were 
tivels ed prez and Vveepee, respec- 
ine of the Catholic Actors Guild 
‘ee week. Jay Jostyn continues as 

ond vp. 
ey net officers elected included 
ane atid recording secretary; 
‘eli aylor, historian; Frank Mc- 
ona Ss. chairman of the exec board; 
M. Levpu, Sullivan and Madelaine 

-arkin, social secretaries. Kirk 











with himself as star, has been ac- 


Chi ‘Moon’ Setting After 61 Weeks; 
Third Longest Postwar Run There 





quired for production in the fall by 


Farfel Follies’ Bowing 


mer ie general anager for Kermit SeMate Okays D.C. Child 


Los Angeles, June 24. 





Myron Cohen will star in “Farfel 
Follies,” new Yiddish-English 
vue scheduled to preem Oct. 20/ 
at the Biltmore Theatre here for | 
a three-week break-in, prior to} 
heading east. Show is produced by | 
Mickey Katz and Hal Zeiger, pro- | 
ducers of the successful Coast- 
originated “Borscht-Capades,” in 
which Katz starred. 

Show now has tentative Chicago, 
New York and Miami dates to 
follow the local stand. “Borscht” 
played all of the big centers of 
Jewish population around the 
country during its two-year life. 


Blondes, ‘Stalag’ 
Close Lush Runs 


Two hit shows closed last week- 
end, one going on the road after a 
successful New York run, the other 
a former Broadway smash closing 
a season’s tour. The latter will 
go out again in the fall, however. 
Former was “Stalag 17” and the 
latter “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.’ 
“Stalag,” comedy melodrama by 
Donald Bevan and Edmund Trzcin- 
ski, had a 471-performance run 
closing Saturday night (21) at the 
48th Street, N. Y. The show, pro- 
duced and directed by Jose Fer- 
rer, was financed for $50,000, cost 
about $30,000 to produce and has 
thus far earned about $100,000 
profit, including its share of the 
$110,000 film sale. It has distrib- 
uted $75,000 in profits and has ad- 
ditional assets of about $25,000, 


| 








including undistributed profits, 
cash reserve and bonds. The pro- 
duction opens its tour tomorrow 


Angeles. 


“Blondes,” also closed Saturday | 
night, at the National, Washington, 
after a tour starting last Septem- 
ber in Chicago. It played 740 per- 
formances on Broadway, having 
opened in December, 1949. The 
musical adaptation of the Anita 
Loos novel, with book by Joseph 
Fields and Miss Loos, music by 
Jule Styne and lyrics by Leo 
Robin, is slated to go on the road 
again in the fall, but in a scaled 
down physical production with a 
replacement for Carol Channing, 
the star. 


The Herman Levin-Oliver Smith 
production, financed at $200,000 
and costing $208.000, has thus far 
distributed $480,000 profits and 
has additional assets of about 
$70,000, with another $60,000 still 
due from the show’s share of the 
20th-Fox film deal. 


ATPAM Sets Separate 
Agents for ‘Venice,’ Aqua 





night (Thurs.) at the Biltmore, Los | 
| matinee 


The partners are also both mar- 


ried to actresses, Allentuck to Mau- | 


i ~ den, while the latter is an | 
On Coast In October acne en, while the latter is | 


Actors; Need Truman Nod 


Washington, June 24. 
Bill to permit child actors to 


oo foo Stapleton, femme lead in| appear on D. C. stages received 
|““Rose Tattoo” on Broadway and | Senate okay over the weekend and 


tour last season, and Julien to Julie | now needs only President Truman’s 


Harris, currently 


star of “I Am a Camera.” How- 


| 


vacationing aS/ signature to make it legal. 


Measure amends Washington’s 


ever, “Fragile Fox” calls for an all-| child labor law to permit young- 


male cast. 


Early Chicago Curtain 
On ‘Bell’ Pays Off; Traube 
To Continue It on Tour 


Chicago, June 24. 
On strength of the good attend- 
ance at the _early performance 
Tuesday nights of “Bell, Book and 





|sters from seven to 14 to appear 


| 





on stage. Previously the children 
had to be 14 or over. The young- 
sters would be permitted in eight 
performances per week, and would 
be allowed to be on stage no later 
than 11.30 p.w. Requirements for 
the proper schooling of the chil- 
dren are also included. 

Heretofore, shows with young 
children—such as “Member of the 
Wedding,” “King and I,” “South 
Pacific,” etc.—have been barred 


Candle” here, producer Shepard |in effect by the juve ban. 


Traube plans-to continue the prac- 
tice when the play resumes its tour 
in the fall. He’s convinced that its 
a boxoffice hypo, particularly in 
larger cities with residential sub- 
urbs, such as Minneapolis, San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, New Or- 
leans and Washington. 


The upbeat trade at the Tuesday 
performances of the John van Dru- 
ten comedy has been consistent 
from the start, registering a nota- 
ble jump the third week, when 
Traube gave the 7:30 curtain ex- 
tensive plugging in spot announce- 
ments on local radio stations. An- 
other week, when the advance sale 
indicated only mild results for the 
Tuesday show, a sudden spurt in 
the window sale. at 6:30 p.m. 
pushed the night’s receipts to one 
of the highest points of the run. 


Despite the success of the early 
curtain Tuesdays, however, it 
wouldn’t be feasible to extend the 
policy to other nights of the week, 
Traube figures. Fact that local de- 
partment stores are open until 9:30 
p.m. Mondays would be an adverse 
factor that night. The midweek 
matinee rules out an early start 
Wednesday night. Thursday might 
be a possibility, but Friday and 
Saturday (the latter also being a 
day) are already big 
nights, so there’s little to be gained 
then. The producer also feels 
there’s not much potential in the 
recent suggestion of a few theatre- 
goers and managers. that there 
should be an early curtain for mid- 
week matinees. 

The 7:30 performance Tuesdays 
has been a definite click at “Bell,” 
however. Receipts have invariably 
topped the Monday figures and 
have compared favorably with most 
other nights of the week. For the 
first week under the new arrange- 
‘ment, the Tuesday receipts were 
$1,450. The second week dropped 
to $1,239. However, the third week, 
when radio spots were used, 
jumped to $1,781 and the fourth to 
1,913. Since then, the low was $1,- 
558 and the high $1,983. 


| 


| 





Swede Lead, Yanks 


For Aussie ‘SP’ 


Richard Collett, leading baritone 
of the Swedish Royal Opera Co. 
the past five years, has been signed 
by the J. C. Williamson Theatre 
chain for the lead role of Emil de 
Becque in the Australian produc- 
tion of “South Paeific.” Collett, 
who’s been in America the past few 
weeks, was auditioned and signed 
last weekend in N.Y. by Dorothy 
Stewart, Williamson's U. S. rep. 
Miss Stewart also pacted Mary La 
Roche for the femme lead of Nellie 
Forbush; Virginia Paris, for Bloody 
Mary, and Leonard Stone as Billis. 
The Lt. Cable role will probably 
be filled from London and the Liat 
part in Australia. 


Charles Atkins, of the Rodgers- 
Hammerstein N. Y. staff, who’s 
been with “South Pacific” for three 
years here, will go out to Aussie 
to stage the musical. He'll get an 
assist from John Casson, resident 
director for Williamson. “Pacific” 
is set to open at His Majesty's, Mal- 
bourne, Sept. 15 or 20. 

Collett, who was an actor before 
going into opera and starred oppo- 
site Ingrid Bergman abroad, audi- 
tioned here successfully for Rodg- 
ers & Hammerstein a year ago for 
the London “Pacific,” but other 
commitments then prevented fur- 
ther consideration. Miss La Roche 
played the lead in “Allegro” on the 
road and more recently was on the 
James Melton TV show. Both have 
been signed for a 12-month period, 
with options. 





Samuel Antek, conductor of the 
New Jersey Symphony Orchestra 
and a violinist in the NBC Sym- 
phony Orchestra, will be guest 
conductor of the latter orch for the 





first time Saturday (28), on NBC. 





Show Finances 








“MOON IS BLUE” (B’way Co.) 


Chicago, June 24. 


The closing of the Chicago com- 
pany of “Moon Is Blue” at the Har- 
ris this Saturday (28) will give the 
comedy the third longest postwar 
run of any attraction here, doing 
61 weeks. “South Pacific” and 
“Voice of the Turtle,” with 66 
weeks each, surpassed the play’s 
stand. Only seven runs have ex- 
ceeded this stint in the past 30 
years. One of the quickest road 
companies formed, only starting six 
weeks after the New York success, 
it has been a critical and financial 
boxoffice success through most of 
its engagement. It grossed more 
than $1,000,000 and will have 
played 487 performances to more 
than 440,000 customers. 

Original cast with Leon Ames 
and Maggie McNamara stayed with 
the show until June 1, but the 
juvenile Murray Hamilton left the 
cast about six months ago and Biff 
McGuire took over the role, after 
several others tried the part for 
short stints. Ames. left to do pic- 
ture work and Miss McNamara 





arate productions, and the Assn. of | Profit for nine weeks ending May 31, ’52 . 
Theatrical Press Agents & Mana-| Less N. Y. State unincorporated business tax ....++.+e+e0+s ae 
gers has required the employment | Assets as of May 31, ’52 .. 
of a senior pressagent and a com- 
pany manager for each. As a re- 
sult, Ben Kornzweig has been hired | Investment 





(Thurs.). | 


The union last week required ( 
Bill Doll to hire Danny Newman, a 


resuming tour next fall.) 





“MOON IS BLUE” (3d Co.) 





Michael Todd’s “Night in Ven-| Investment ............c.cecedecccsssavcccevecseseeeeereers 75,000 
ice,” and the daily aquatic show at | Distributed profit .......... capers sens sensoamenaes Seeees 130,000 
the Marine Stadium, Jones Beach, | Additional profit as of March 29, 52 ........+++. oe ae ‘a 21,687 


L. I, have been classified as sep-| Gross for nine weeks ending May 31, ‘52 ......++es+ee ocosens BREE 


13,453 


2,449 


32,691 


ccoves. $00,000 


“Venice” opens tomorrow night | (Note: Production is closing in Chicago Saturday night (28), probably 


transferred to the New York cast 
| three weeks ago. They were suc- 
jceeded by Hiram Sherman and 
| Marcia Henderson. 
| 


During last summer, the play 
had a phenomenal b.o., doing as 
much as $20,000 weekly at the 
1,000-seat house and seldom fall- 
ing below the $18,000 mark. Pro- 
duction breaks at about $10,000. 
While grosses had been slipping in 
recent months, business took an 
abrupt drop in the last few weeks 


(Continued on page 58) 


Lewis & Young to Enter 
Concert - Lecture Field 
With Anderson ‘Readings’ 


San Francisco, June 24. 


Legit producers Russell Lewis 
|}and Howard Young enter the con- 
| cert-lecture field this fall with the 
| presentation of Judith Anderson in 
|/a program of solo dramatic “read- 
lings.” They also plan other more 
}or less similar projects for next 
| spring. 

| Miss Anderson will appear in a 
| 70-minute version of ““Medea,”’ plus 
'a short scene from “Tower Beyond 
| Tragedy,” both adapted by Robin- 
son Jeffers from the original 
dramas in which the star previous- 
ly appeared on Broadway. Unlike 
the “Don Juan in Hell” program 
starring Charles Boyer, Charles 
Laughton, Cedric Hardwicke and 
Agnes Moorehead, Miss Anderson 
will use a full stage and no micro- 
phone for the performance. 

The program, which was tested 
recently at the Ojai Music Festival 
near here, is slated to tour four 
weeks before Christmas and six 
weeks after New Year. Moss & 
Haymon will book the first part 
apd James Davidson & David Libl- 
dins the latter portion. 

Lewis & Young, currently oper- 
‘ating the second summer season 
|of the Sacramento Music Circus, 
| have produced several shows on 
Broadway and have presented a 
number of touring shows. 


‘WEDDING PAYS $22,500; 
TOTAL NOW $316,124 


Another dividend, amounting to 
$22,500, was paid last week on 
“Member of the Wedding,” bring- 
ing the total profit on the Carson 
|/McCullers drama to $316,124 thus 
\far. There is still about $10,000 in 
undistributed profits, plus possible 
income from the show's share of 
ithe net from the Stanley Kramer 




















as associate to Max Gendel, Todd's | Distributed Profit ...... L tueusita be casd ecenetace dinewediens 55,000 | - = me 

regular p.a. Robert Ward is gen- Additional profit as of March 29, 52 .......+00+5 caaeeahaeses 13,095 fe By ng stock and foreign 
eral manager for the shows, and, Gross for nine weeks ending May 31 ........++++s+e0+ eoeeees 102,424 “The Robert Whitehead produe- 
company managef of “Venice,” | Profit for nine weeks ending May 31 .......-++seeseeereees 3.341 me which recently closed after 
while Harold Grossman is company | Less provision for retroactive royalties, CtC. ...sseeeeeeeeeens 2,224 | nearly two years’ run in New York 
manager of swimming’ show.! Assets as of May 31, '52 ........- 0... secs e eee e eee e seen een ces 14,202 ‘cad uaeee team © deeset on teen, 


| was financed at $75,000. 
|Salmeggi Sets 5th Opera 





road agent, as an advance man for ‘ — (Closed) $50,000 Season at N. Y. Triboro 
the Blevins Davis-Robert Breen re-| Investment .....---eeee eee reese eee rrr eereneens ceeesesecers r ; . } 
vival of “Gece eal Bess,” reli |Returned to backers .....ssesseeesseresseseees seseeeeeeesss 50,000} Impresario Alfredo Salmaggi is 


ly touring before going to Berlin, | Assets as of March _ i wer 
Vienna and London. 


6,454 | prepping his fifth open-air opera 


Previously, | Gross for tour's final 6 weeks, as of May 10, ‘52 .ceeeeeeeeeess 65,917 | season at Triboro Stadium, Ran- 


d, N.Y 
Town, Bill Callah when the show had been scheduled | Net loss for tour's final 6 as of May 10, '52 ...... sosnestoiny MERI ia. fi 
Panella, Anne T. odie nig ae we to come into New York this sum-| Income from souvenir program sales ........-. sancedeatacesa = | i — Pang 
Jr Ticpilian R. Fallon, Eddie Foy, | mer, it had been classified as a try-| Closing expenses... ee cs earch * 9918| also rehearsing for the first New 
~ obert Gallagher, Jason John-| out, so Doll had been p.a., with an | Provision for retroactive royalties, etc. .......+- oc eevecene Hee, js =" wae Ra A Alberto 
Meta; Joseph McDermott, Horace associate on it and his two current Balance skoenes ee wre rrr ey ee CUTE ORE TP eee? be orl gZ pe “Christopher 





“Mahon and Ha B. Oldri 
Were elected to easas ‘aa 


| “New Faces,” income, including lease of scenery, props, etc.) 





Broadway stints, “Top Banana” and | (Note: There may ultimately be a modest profit from incidental future | Franchetti's opera, 


Columbus.” 
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Reginald Owen in “Affairs of 


State,” July 14; Vincent Price in: 


“Goodbye Again,” July 21; Llona 
Massey in “Angel in Paris,” July 


28. and Joanne Dru and John Ire-} 


land in “Petticoat Fever,” Aug. 4. 
Jack Quinn opens another sea- 
son at Southbury with the current 


(24-29) stand of “Here Today.” 
Also on the agenda are “Silver 


Whistle,” “The Happy Time” and 
“Suds in Your Eyes.” 

Milford Playhouse, a community 
project strawhat that attained 
some prominence in its initial sea- 
son last year, goes into a second 
stanza July 1 with “Male Animal” 
and follows with “Stage Door,” 
“For Love or Money,” 
Mice,” “Ah, Wilderness,”. “The 
Women,” “Light Up The Sky” and 
*Roberta.” Spot will also break in 
a new play week of Aug. 19. 


Active Shore Area 


Atlantic City, June 24. 

The resort area will have more 
legitimate theatres this season 
than any time din the past dozen 
years. Summer stock by the 
Pleasant Mills Players, an Equity 
company, will be offered three 
days each week for an eight-week 
season in the resort and three days 
in Pleasant Mills, some 25 miles 
from here. 


The old Gateway Casino, one- | 


time night club, is being renovated 
as a summer theatre and is sched- 
uled to open with “Brigadoon” July 
2. Spot is in suburban Somers 
Point, some 10 miles from the city, 
and its backers hope to draw from 
all South Jersey’s resort section by 
offering top musical shows. Jona- 


than Dwight will operate with five | 
musicals and four straight plays | : . 
; and Dennis, Mass., where Miss Car- | 


skedded. 
The Million Dollar Pier will of- 
fer some more borscht circuit 


legit, this time “‘Bagels & Minx,’ | 


which gets under way July 2. Bur- 
lesque starts today (24) in the re- 
built Globe Theatre, its uptown 
home for years. 
damaged this past winter by a se- 
vere fire. 

Gianni 


&..__ 


Pitale, of Hammonton, 


Shows Criss-Cross 


Continued from pare 57 


e 
Inn,” July 7; Haila Stoddard and, 


‘Two Blind | 


Spot was badly | 


and Mrs. Ada Fenno, of Swarth- 
more, Pa., are producers of the 
Pleasant Mills Players. Resort 
theatre is the Quarterdeck Play- 
house of Hotel Morton in midcity, 
near the Steel Pier. Cast of nine 
players will be seen in the eight 
productions, under direction of 
Sam Wren, of New York. 

Noel Coward’s “Tonight at 8:30,” 
tees off July 3-9. 

Mary and Paul Gillespie, of El- 





If it looks promising, pro- 
rger and di- 


(Mon.). 
ducer Theron Bambe 


| rector Ezra Stone plan to take it to 
| Broadway in the fall. 





| 
j 





Blondell-‘Sheba’ 7G, Olney 
Olney, Md., June 24. 


Despite a generally favorable 
press and audience reaction, Olney 
Theatre went into the red with 
Joan Blondell in “Come Back, Lit- 
tle Sheba,” its second show of the 
season. Actually, the $7,000 take 
would generally be considered 
comfortable for the 700-seat house, 
but unusually high nut for this one 
hurt. 


| but wound up with capacity week- 


wood, will be music and produc- 


tion managers of the Pleasant 
Mills Playhouse. Miss Barbara J. 
Whiting, of New York, will be 
stage manager. 


Cameo’s Healthy Teeoff 
Miami Beach, June 24. 
The Cameo Playhouse, new stock 
spot here, has gotten underway 
with two healthy productions. The 


|950-seat house, with a $3 scale, | 


idrew $10,300 for its opening bill, 
|Franchot Tone, Betsy von Furst- 
|enberg and Lawrence Tierney in 
'*Petrified Forest.” Gross was $10,- 
000 for the second offering, Luther 
Adler, Uta Hagen, Herbert Berg- 
hof, Paula Laurence and Romney 
Brent in “Tovarich.” 

Cast for the iatter revival was 
held over and is appearing this 
week in “Play’s the Thing,” staged 
by Brent. 

Carlisle-‘Lady’ $6,800, Bucks 

New Hoe, Pa., June 24. 

“Lady in the Dark,” Kitty Car- 
lisle starrer which played unprece- 
cented two weeks as Bucks County 
Playhouse opener, closed Saturday 
night (21) after a sellout run which 
i grossed $6,800 in its final stanza. 
Gross in 432-seater with $3.40 top 
beat house record set in 1950 by 
Miss Carlisle in ‘“‘O Mistress Mine.” 

Show goes to Westport, Conn., 


lisle leaves it. Future plans are 
undecided, according to Moss Hart, 
author of the show and husband of 
Miss Carlisle. However, a possible 
London production has been men- 
tioned as a starring vehicle for Miss 
Carlisle. 


|“Count Your Blessings,” new com- 
|}edy by Carl and Dorothy Allens- 
‘worth, which opened last 


end. 

“Happy Time” preems tonight 
(Tues.) with light advance. In con- 
trast, the Slavenska-Franklin-Dani- 
lova ballet troupe, due in next 
Tuesday (1), is already a virtual 
sellout. Sidney Blackmer in “Sec- 
ond Threshold” has been inked for 
week of July 8. 
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| Chi “Moon’ 
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with the advent of the summer box- 
office slump. 


Management last week dropped |lieves it her duty to inform her} missing. 


Show had a very slow start, | 


The Trap 
Glasgow, June 17. 


original by Ferdinand Bruckner. 


thony Holland. At King’s, Glasgow. 


Dora....+. Soeceecesbecess cee: 


Brother ......++.+ ecceseeenes Noel 
Lorens 





or make entertaining this sombre, 
inconclusive drama set in a small 


|northern Scandinavia. It is a too 
ifamiliar plot, of suspected murder 
and with the central characters a 
lgrim gentleman farmer and a 
beautiful, but simple maidservant 
'who is in love with her employer. 
| The illiterate beautiful, blonde 
maidservant, Mai Zetterling is ex- 
pecting a baby by her employer. 
|The gentleman farmer commands 
|her to keep quiet about the baby. 
|They will journey into town, he 
says, and see a certain lady about 
it. But the naive, honest girl be- 


Henry Sherek production of drama in 
three acts by Ashley Dukes, sem, Ge 
s 
Mai Zetterling. Herbert Lom, Betty Ann 
Davies; features Lana Morris, Bill Owen. 
Directed by Julius Gellner. Setting, An- 


seeeeee-Herbert Lom 
Lana Morris 
Widow....... eee oes». Betty Ann Davies 
cc esceeds s: Meee maeeerue 
Mrs. Pless....+.- +eee+-Hermione Hannen 
Howlett 
cecbeseeenece es ..... Bill Owen 
Police Officers....... R. Ford, L. Parker 


Even a good cast cannot lighten | 


| farmhouse in a remote district of 


Plays Abroad 


ef the play, that of Lo 
cer ee A poarrnaeater. 
nthony Olland’s f; 
setting is atmospheric. The a - 
however, here on tuneup before @ 
London stand, doesn’t appear t, 
likely a bet. It seems to “4 


renz, an as. 


; 0 grim 
slow despite marquee value = 
star names. Gord 





Dial ‘MM? for Murder 


London, June 29 
James P. Sherwood product 





r ion of 
drama in three acts by Frederick p Pix 
Stars Jane Baxter and Emrys Jones ¥ 


rected by John Fernald Settings, Pp 
Mayo. At Westminster, June 19. *s9 aul 
top. “$2 
Sheila Wendice..... 


} e Jane . 

| Max Halliday .. Alan MacNan set 
| Tony Wendice........ Emrys Jones 
|} Captain Lesgate.. Olaf Poolee 
| Chief Insp. Hubbard Andrew (; ckshank 
| Having scored a bullseye when 
}it was screened recently on Ty 


| “Dial ‘WM’ for Murder,” a first play 
| by Frederick Knott, has now been 
brought to the West End The 
thriller loses nothing by its transi. 
tion to the stage, but, with the de 
/nouement being familiar to yp. 
| wards of 2,000,000 viewers, much 
|of the excitement and suspense js 
It is nevertheless a good 


the Sunday showings and instituted mistress. The wife takes the news| switch on the whodunit theme and 
a Wednesday matinee, with the/|calmly, since she has come to ex-| has a reasonable chance at this in- 


idea of drawing femme summer 


conventioners. However, first mati-|on her husband's part. Later she | 


|pect any amount of philandering 


| timate theatre 
Play is crisply written, apart from 


inee last week (18) was a flop,|is found shot, and the husband is| 4g slack first act, and the five pres 


jand it was decided to shutter and 


possibly tour next fall in the mid- 


|taken into custody. 
Before his arrest, he is visited 


| acters are intelligently drawn. John 
| Fernald has directed with an eye 


west and Texas, hitting the spots | by the wealthy widow, Betty Ann/|to suspense. 


that the Coast company with Diana 
Lynn and David Niven won’t make. 

Sherman will play a part in the 
“Wizard of Oz” at the Dallas State 
Fair July 28 for two weeks and do 
summer stock and television, and 
Miss Henderson leaves for the 
Coast and video work. Biff Mc- 
Guire returns to New York for 


teevee work. Richard Skinner, 
company manager, also returns 
east. 


With “Moon” vacating the Har- 
ris this week, “Bell, Book and Can- 
die” moves there next Monday (30) 


from the Selwyn next door. Reason | 
for the shift, involving modest ex- | 


| pense, is that the former house has 


Current bill at the Playhouse is | 


a better cooling system than the 
Selwyn, and is thus more desirable 
for the scheduled summer run of 


night ' “Bell.” 


| Davis, sophisticated lady of riches, 
|who has plans to take over his 
| heavily-mortgaged acres. Slowly, 
|the grim depressing tale, complete- 
|ly minus any humor, is worked out 
ito a not very clear ending. 

Despite the material, there are 
|several good studies in this psy- 
chological drama. Herbert Lom, 
| British pix actor, is strong as the 
|churlish farmer. He scores in a 
llongish part. Miss Zetterling, 
comely Swedish actress of such 
films as “Frenzy” and “Frieda,” 
}provides a subtle study of the 
| headstrong, illiterate servant gal. 

The interfering maid is ade- 
| quately played in a strong London- 
lish accent by Lana Morris, young 
{starlet of British films. The gay, 
j}amorous widow is done with suit- 
| able lightness by Miss Davies: Bill 
|; Owen, Broadway actor, copes well 
with the most unconvincing part 


Principal character in the yarn 
is Tony Wendice, a tennis Star. 
;who plots the murder of his rich 
| wife when he learns of her infidel- 
jity. The scheme is carefully 
|worked out. Wendice will tele- 
iphone from a stag dinner at 11 
jp.m. and a hired accomplice will 
| strangle the wife while she is an- 
i'swering the call. The idea comes 
ito grief when the accomplice gets 
killed instead, but the would-be 
murderer sees the realization of his 
project when his wife is convicted 
| of murder. 

| The play is neatly dovetailed into 
| three acts. In the first, the mur- 
der is being planned and the ac- 
complice hired. The second sees 
the plot go awry while the third re- 
sults in the chance trapping of the 
slayer. Atmosphere is effectively 
(captured and the five-character 
(Continued on page 60) 
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- ; “The Shrike” 
i by JOSEPH KRAMM 
i @ N. Y. CRITICS’ CIRCLE -- Best Foreign Play 
ter 
= | “Venus Observed” 


by CHRISTOPHER FRY 


@ ANTOINETTE PERRY AWARD -- Best Play 
“The Fourposter” 
by JAN de HARTOG 


@ DONALDSON AWARD - Best Play 
“The Shrike” 
by JOSEPH KRAMM 


@ LITERARY GUILD — September Selection 
“The Distant Shore” 
by JAN de HARTOG 


(Novel to be published by HARPERS) 
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B’way Eases, Despite Weekend Lift; 
‘Sing’ $20,700, Fourposter’ $17,300, 


¢ 4 - - lid ast Theatre noon mg who 
Camera’ $14,400, Big 3 Still Solid "sie*sc'seor i= Porgy’ Record $93,042 


Legit attendance .on Broadway | 
last week followed the traditional | 
pattern for the season, slipping a 
bit below the previous stanza. 
Trade started a bit more slowly 
than the week before, but varied 
normal summer conditions by pick- 
ing up briskly en the weekend, 
when the weather was cool and 
threatening. Several under - capac- 
ity draws, notably “Top Banana 
and the closing “Stalag 17,” had 
turnaway houses Saturday night 
(21). “Guys and Dolls,” “King and 
I” and “Pal Joey” continue as 
solid sellouts. 

The total rross for all 15 
shows last week was $409,600, 
or 78°¢ of capacity. Week he- 
fore last the total for al! 15 
entries was $416,400, or 79°< 
of capacity, a jump of 9°< 
frem the preceding week. 

A year azo last week the 
total for all 20 shows was 
$536.600, or 74°, a dron of 
2°. from the week before. 


Last week’s sole closing was 
“Stalag 17.” Future scheduled 
closings are “Point of No Return” 
Saturday (28) and “Mrs. McThing,” 
July 19, both due to reopen. 
“Wish You Were Here” opens to- 
night (Weg@.). 

Estimates for Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), | 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), | 


MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal Drama), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to top price; 
number of seats, capacity gross and 
stars. Price includes 20° amuse- 


ald Cook, Barry Nelson, Maggie 


McNamara). About $11,600 (previ- | 
‘ous week, $12,300). 


“Mrs. MeThing,” Morosco (18th 
wk) (CD-$4.80; 912; $26,800) (Helen 
Hayes). Almost $21,800 (previous 
week. $22,600); shuttering July 19 
to play an engagement at Central 
City, Col., after which it will re- 
sume its Broadway run. 

“New Faces,” Royale (6th wk) 
(R-$6: 1,035; $30,600). Off slightly 
at the midweek matinee only; $30.- 
100 (previous week, $30,800). 

“Of Thee I Sing,” Ziegfeld (7th 
lwk) (MC-$3.60; 1,628; $31,000) 
(Jack Carson, Paul Hartman) 
|Nearly $20,700 (previous week, 
|} $19,700). 

“Paint Your Wagon,” Shubert 
(32d wk) (MC-$6; 1,361; $41,770) 
(Eddie Dowling). Over $26,200 
(previous week, $27,800). 

“Pal Joey,” Broadhurst (25th 
wk) (MC-$6.60; 1,160; $39,602) 
Over $40,000 again 

“Point of No Return,” Alvin 
(28th wk) (D-$4.80-$6; 1,331: $37,- 
924) (Henry Fonda). Over $23,200 
(previous week, $23,500); shutters 
Saturday (28) for five-week layoff. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (166th 
wk) (MC-$6; 1,659; $50,186) (Mar- 
tha Wright, George Britton). Near- 
| ly $44,100 (previous week, $44,600). 

“Stalag 17,” 48th St. (59th wk) 
(C-$4.80; 12; $21,547), Almost 
$13,600 (previous week, $13,600); 
iclosed Saturday night (21) after 
1471 performances (financial de- 
|tails in separate story). 
| “Yop Banana,” Winter Garden 
1(34th wk) (CD6.60-$7.20; 1,519; 
| $51,881) (Phil Silvers). Over $32,- 


ment tar, but grosses are net: *€- | 600 (previous week, $33,100). 


exclusive of tax. 

“Fourposter,” Barrymore (35th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1.012; $24,996) (Betty 
Field, Burgess Meredith). Over 
$17.300 (previous week, $17,600) 

“Guys and Dolls,” 46th Street 


(83d wk) (MC-$6.60; 1,319; $43,-| 


904). Same as ever; $44,400. 

“I Am a Camera,” Empire (30th 
wk) (CD-$4.80-$6; 1,082; $24,908). 
About $14,400 (previous week, $15,- 
100) 

“King and I,” St. James (65th 
wk) (MC-$7.20; 1.571; $51,717) (Ger- 
trude Lawrence As usual, over 
$51,700; (Celeste Holm takes over 
as star next Tuesday (1) for six 
weeks, while Miss Lawrence vaca- 
tions 

“Male Animal,” Music Box (8th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,012; $25,903) (El- 
liot Nugent, Martha Scott, Rob- 
ert Preston). Nearly $17,900 (previ- 
ous week, $19,600). 

“Moon Is Blue,” Miller (68th 
wk? (C-$4.80; 920; $21,586) (Don- 





| OPENING THIS WEEK 
“Wish You Were Here,” Impe- 
rial (MC-$7.20; 1,400; $51,847). Le- 
land Hayward & Joshua Logan 
production of a musical version of 
Arthur Kober’s 1936-37 hit, “Hav- 
ing Wonderful Time,” adapted by 
the author and Logan, wit!: songs 
by Harold Rome; venture financed 
lat $250,000, production cost about 
$230,000 (plus about $20,000 in 
bonds and _ deposits; operaticn 
about broke even on three-and-a- 
half weeks of paid previews, for a 
total of about $80,000 gross! and 
has a break-even point of around 
$30,000 gross; opens tonight (Wed.). 





Members of the Pelican Players 
Equity company at Panama City 
Beach, Fla., are William J. Hara- 
han, Barbara Howe, Marjorie 
| Ktoville, Peggy Lippe, Ted Nord- 
man, Luke Bragg, Ted Gunther and 
' John Aldrich. 





‘Moon’ Booking Tees New 
Frisco Legit Operation 


San Francisco, June 24. 


be launched at the Fox West Coast 
United Nations Theatre July 8 by 








| producting combine. “Moon” is 

slated for a five-week run. 
House will resume the name Dallas. June 24. 

Alcazar which it bore in the days “Porgy and Bess,” tt 

| before World War II, when it was | Davis-Robert Breen revival of the 





a legiter. Reconversion of the 1| George and Ira Gershwin-Du Bose 
147-seater now is underway. land Dorothy Heyward folk opera, 


Randolph Hale, head of ATA,| proke all boxoffice records for the:| 
|currently is in Hollywood attempt-| Starlight Operetta series here last | 


ing to line up talent for produc-| week, getting $50,327 for the sec- 


tions which the group will essay.|ond stanza of a fortnight stand at | 








H. already has a commitment with | the 4,000-seat State Fair Auditori- 
Edward Everett Horton for “Nina.” |um. Added to the unprecedented 
| $42,715 — i cy: = 
| the show a total o 3,042 for the 
. ao } 

stand. 
Italian $700, Brattle | The production opens tomorrow 
Boston, June 24. | night (Wed.) at the Civie Opera 
“The Italian Strawhat” ended its | House, Chicago, then plays Pitts- 
second week Saturday (21) at the |burgh and Washington before going 
Brattle Theatre with a miserable|to Berlin and Vienna under State 


scaled at $3 top. “Liliom” bowed | don for an indefinite run. 
in last night (Mon.) for a fortnight. | 
Incidentally the stock spot has} 
been overquoted recently. ‘SALLY’ NICE 376 ST L 
Strawhat season got underway ) o Sdoy 
here last night with “Carmen}| 
Jones” bowing in for two-week | 
stint at Boston Summer Theatre, : 
and “Annie Get Your Gun” prying _St Louis, June 24. “te 
the lid off the South Shore Music | Posen i peo ooo gy hy nf 
Circus, Cohasset, Mass. |day night (22), at Municipal The- 
atre Assn’s Alfresco Playhouse in 
Forest Park with a good b.o. rec- 
Plays Abroad ord. Fine weather prevailed. Seven 
and a eros drew 53,000 ae 
| ‘onti . and a_ gross of approximately 
| ee se eee ‘| $37,000 for the fourth local revival 
Dial “MP for Murder (of piece. | ; 
| cast bring a sense of realism to the| , Jerome Kern's “Cat and the Fid- 
plot. | dle” started a one-week stand last 
Jane Baxter gives a smooth and| night (Mon.) to a draw of 7,500 
satisfying performance as the wife. | and an estimated gross of $3,000. 
Emrys Jones plays the husband | 
with polished conviction, changing | 





























$700. House, a 454-seater, is Dept. sponsorship and then to Lon- | 


after 
DESPITE MIXED PRESS tiers. lately. with a cag 


Dat OF Summer Misery Hits Chi: 
Year-round legit operation. will ‘Guys’ $48 600, Bell 14156, Moon’ f lds 


Chicago, Jun 
In contrast to the Amat 
Medical Assn. convention hen 
preVious week the American Fur 


In Dallas Fortnight) Simost"a‘consptere: 423! “eek wa 


for : 
with the delegates doing ned legit 


ates doi: st 

the Blevins| the spending in “strip” bistree 
All local shows took a dive with 
| sultry weather also withering bu 
|} mess the early part of the week 
Final notice went up on “Moon Is 


| Blue,” with the comedy due to end 
a 6l-week run next Saturday (28) 
“Porgy and Bess” opens tomor. 
row (Wed.) for a run of three-an; 
| a-half weeks at the Chicago Civic 
| Opera House. After that, nothin 
more is scheduled until Sept . 
when “Stalag 17” is pencilled for 
| the Erlanger. = 
Estimates for This Week 
“Bell, Book and Candle,” s,). 
wyn (17th wk) ($4.50; 1,000), Stil 
drawing well at over $14500. _ 
| “Guys and Dolls,” Shubert (17th 
wk) ($6; 2,100). Has eased lately 
but still plenty potent at nearly 
$48,600. 
| “Moon Is Blue,” Harris (60th 
wk) ($4.40; 1,000 Closes | this 
| week af a bonanza run: 


and- 


has 





‘London ‘SP’ Grosses 8406 
| in 32 Weeks: St. John Out 


London, June 24 

“South Pacific,” riding along 
|to mop-up business at the Drury 
| Lane, has piled up a gross of over 
| $840,000 for its 32 weeks through 
; June 14, It shows no sign of taper- 
| ing off. 

| Betta St. John, who leaves the 
cast this week because of the re- 
fusal of the Labor Ministry to re- 
new her working permit, will be 
succeeded by Chin Yu, a British 
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music } 


IRWIN A, BEZELON 





by 
JOHN HUSTON 


mitsieal dire 


ED SAFRANSKI 


THEATER de LYS 


121 Christopher $t., N. Y. 14, N. Y. 
Call: WAtkins 4-8782 
Sept. 29-Oct. 25, 1952 


Admission by membership only 


MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE NOW! 


choreography by 


VONN HAMILTON 








ivy mood from the crafty schemer | 3 Openings Perk a A. 


o the solicitous husband with 
easy facility. Alan MacNaughton, 
as the lover. Olaf Pooley, cast as 
the hired murderer, and Andrew 
Cruickshank, the detective, round 
out a good compact team. 

Myro. 


Hamlet 
Dublin, June 10. 


Dublin Gate Theatre (Hilton Edwards- 
Michael MacLiammoir) production of 


| 


Shakespeare tragedy, staged by Edwards. | 


| Settings, Micheal O’Herlihy. At Opera 
House, Cork. 


| Hamlet........... Micheal MacLiammoir 
CI, 5 0.0 60.004040n0008 Hilton Edwards | 
GEES. oe cdedececece Eithne Dunne | 

| PIED. wood vevesece Christopher Casson 


| Gertrude... 
Horatio 

| First Gravedigger.... 
} Laertes....... 


covesesess Coralie Carmichael 


‘ Gerard Healy 
ne Oeeeee Patrick Bedford 





Invited by the Danish govern- 
|ment to present “Hamlet” in the 
|courtyard of Kronberg Castle at the 


|}annual Elsinore Festival, June 12, | 


for 12 performances, Dublin Gate 
| Theatre is trying it out here and 
in Limerick before the Denmark 
,date. Production is given a rapid 
| pace in a simplified setting of two 
| side screens, with a platform be- 
tween, and steps beside and before 
| the platform. Despite this economy 
and speed, every scene is clearly 
| registered by players who react 
| well to pace which director Hilton 
Edwards gives the piece. 

| Edwards himself plays a gross, vir- 
tue-lacking Claudius, while co-pro- 
| ducer Micheal MacLiammoir’s Ham- 
| let is in the classical tradition, with 
| the actor making it clear that he 
| Was distraught but not mad. It’s one 
of the finest performances he has 
| Ziven in the role. It’s matched by 
most of the other players skedded 
for the Denmark trip, particularly 
by Eithne Dunne, whose graceful 
|Ophelia, without props or trim- 
mings, carries the tragedy of her 
part to its fullest point. 

Stage groupings and closing of 
play on “Good-night, sweet prince,” 
line are most effective, with audi- 
ences chilled to silence by the 
playing. This is unusual for Cork, 
where “Hamlet” has never before 
been more than a split-week pres- 
entation. SRO notices went up 
each night. Mac, 





Barter’s ‘Kilgo’ Preem 
Abingdon, Vt., June 24. 
Barter Theatre here will present 
a premiere next Monday night 
(30) in Arnold Sundgaard’s “The 
Kilgo Run.” Richard Carlyle and 
, Brooke Fleming will play the 
leads. 
Comedy, staged by the author, 
‘will run a week 





Pocono Playhouse, Mountain: | 


home, Pa., under management of 
Rowena Stevens, was selected by 
the Voice of America for a broad- 
cast on contribution of strawhats 
,to smaller communities. Tape re- 
‘cordings were made last week. 


..++.. Dennis Brennan | 


‘ ; " | subject who understudied her in 
Norway $53 200 Finale | the original Broadway company 
? | Miss Yu signed for the run of 
nese we a ay . | the musical here, plus eight weeks 
4 s 7 -, ; -aVaACDe ic al 
with three new shows arriving in | cy A ereng Rogen ae ts 
the biggest splurge of activity in| peing written out. a 
some time. One, “Christopher Co- | on be, of” ag 
lumbus Brown,” all-Negro musical | ther U. S. members of the 
|fantasy which opens tomorrow | Show are expected to be allowed 
|(Wed.) is a premiere. Others are | to remain. Application for renewal 
\“Call Me Madam,” which bowed | of their permits has been made, 
into the Philharmonic Auditorium | and the management expects no 
|last night (Mon.) as the second|hitch. It had _ previously been 
show on the Civic Light Opera| feared that, except for Mary Mar- 
en my Wate, nee due at the | tin, the star, permits for the others 
| Biltmore nursday (26). | woul b 2newed, and the 
| Civie’s initial musical offering, Snow malin . yer Re Fs 
“Song of Norway,” wound Satur- ; , 
day (21) with a close-to-capacity 


|$53,200 for the final frame, giving | They Liked ‘Madan, K.C.; 


iit a hot $207,600 for the four a “ie 
weeks. Over 60% of the take was $32,600 Gross in 7 Perfs 
Kansas City, June 24. 


on subscription. Show goes to San 
Five-day engagement of “Call 


Francisco and then takes to the 
Me Madam” in the Fox-Midwest 


| road for a brief tour. 
Orpheum Theatre was sock all the 
way, to wind up last Friday (20) 


‘Pacific’ Hefty $38,200 with over $32,600 gross. Five 


In Re at k nights were virtual sellouts, while 
ve ise ; Omaha | Wednesday and Thursday matinees 


“ 1.9 . had heavy play. Top was $4.88 for 
South Pacific” played a potent | nights and $4.27 for matinees. 
repeat stand at the 2,800-seat Para- Musical is the only legit the 
mount here last week, grossing | town has had in many weeks, with 
— dene one ci nothing upcoming. The 1,900-seat 

, came directly . ‘ing this 
on the heels of the hottest Fens house went dark following © 


‘ : il fall. 
weather on record. .Temperatures cone, Hnety Se 
—- i Saareee daily for a 

wee ad people in anything but 

pF ae! mood. Opening night was | FAIRFAX BURGHER 
played to a little over 1,700 people. || ™ te" 
But starting the next night the The Secretary om 
weather chilled and trade zoomed | in 
thereafter. 


Top was $4.40, | "CALL ME MADAM 


‘Blondes’ $41,800, Wash. 


Washington, June 24. | : ° 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” | ASCAP Writer wants pro 
wound up a three-week stand at |] ducer for unusual, inexpen- 
the National Theatre Saturday'] . _ ¢ "pI Call 
night (21) with a strong $41,800 for | sive, “dark horse” play: 


the finale. Take built durin 
week of the stay. & each | Col, 5-7750 Ext. 1203. 


National is dark until late July. 
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SIBYL BOWAN 


| ST. LOUIS MUNICIPAL OPERA 
St. Louis, Mo. 
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J0B OPPORTUNITY ! ! 


: . * . e in 
Richmond, California, rapidly expanding, progressive community of 100.000, inated” 
San Francisco Bay Area, seeks top-notch manager with plenty of ‘‘know-how’’ and vgs 8 

tion to operate most beautiful and functional auditorium in the West. An all-purpose *! 

















torium with a seating capacity of 3,800, facilities are provided to serve a wide variety ” 
| cultural and recreational uses, ! 
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS: Five years’ experience te publie relations or promotio"® 
! work in the entertainment field, or three years as an Assistant Auditerium Manage’ 
hemes Open—Minimum $500 per month, 
PPLY: Room 328, City Hall, Richmend, California, before July 11, 1952. —" | 
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————— son's profits aren’t composed of ex- POOOOF9-9-44-4-S4-4 6-4 66464646444644644444446464646464646464646665665 
- is cuses, and no manager worries | ¢ a ad tf oS re A ae 
¥. ft t about explan:tions when grosses | 3 9 z 
rf er a d are strong. There doesn't appear | ¢ LL S AP BOO D4 
to be any basic reason for dire | % bd 
predictions for the summer, but} $ By F k Scull z 
es N. ¥. Times Hike Winters, “Hollywood’s Blonde | the feeling seems to be general—| ¢ y rran cully : 
Beef 0” = price of the N. Y.|Pop-Off,” in current (28) Sateve-|even the stars’ agents sound only 
Hike —unday edition Sunday (22) | post. mildly bullish. Hollywood. 
a 15¢ 20e touched off @| Carey Wilson appointed editor- Stars’ Terms |_ “What.are you pitching for?” Mme. Scully mumbled as we emerged 
from of squawks from newsdeal- | in-chief of the Screen Producers Termes for seuse-el the siete from the ABC news room in Hollywood. We had come from a KECA 
semaround New York. Deemess in Guild Journal, to be published | touring names are as follows teub- | RE Ge Sep Suaeran Sage. 
the orc Bet. or ca the city re: | monthly. ject to occasional reduction in cases |. _%°U phrased things with such measured discretion,” continued Mme. 


some othe a > the 
fuse accept delivery 0 

ienes to ders’ beef was based on 
shee'jecrease in their percentage 
- rofit. According to Maj. Gen. 
. a Ochs Adler, general mana- 
“ of the Times, the paper had 
oe couad the newsdealers share 
oo “4c to 412¢, which apparently 
font Sé factory. ; 
isnt sey Herald Trib, competi- 
tion paper, will boost its Sunday 
edition price from 15¢ to 20c next 


Sunday 29). 





akin As Collier’s Ed 

Roger Dakin is reported taking 
over as editor of Collier’s, suc- 
ceeding the recently-resigned Lou 
Ruppel. Dakin, onetime N. , 
Daily News and PM staffer, moved 





ithe film 


} 


The American Weekly will de- 
vote the entire issue of Aug. 31 to 
industry, according 10 
editor Ernest V. Heyn. 

J. Bryan III, ex-Satevepost asso- 
ciate editor and staffer, exiting 
Government work to resume writ- 
ing but will continue on a consulta- 
tive basis. 

Pamela Hansford Johnson’s 
“Catherine Carter,” novel about ac- 
tors, 


where special conditions prevail, 
or the management is a tough bar- 


gainer): Mae West, $3,500 a week, | 
plus 50% over the breakeven point; | 
Joan Blondell, $2,500, plus 50%; | 


| Victor Jory and Alexis Smith, $2.,- 


| 500 total, plus 50%; 
| $2,000, 


with the London theatrical | 


| world of the 1880s as background, | 





‘or as feature editor of the 
Woman's Home Companion. With 
Edward Anthony, publisher of 
poth mags, preoccupied lately 
with Collier’s, Dakin reportedly 
had more important duties at the 
Companion, which he filled suc-} 


cessfully, and as reward, got the 
‘ollier’s editorship. 
Ken Purdy, editor of _ True, 
among others, had been impor- 
tantly sought for the Collier's post, 
put turned the bid down. 





New ‘Women Confidential’ 
nert in the series will be titled 
next in the series wil be titled 
“Women Confidential.” — 

It will be a roundup “in the cus- 
tomary Lait-Mortimer fashion of 
females in politics, amusements, 
literature, teaching, propaganda, 
subversion, crime, vice, spying; on 
the campus, in prisons, shady pro- 
fessions, Government bureaus and 
state and municipal jobs.” 





Eire Bans Flynn Novel 
“Showdown,” recently published 
novel by screen thesp Errol] Flynn, 
was banned in Ireland Monday (23) 
on grounds that it was “indecent 
and obscene.” d 
Tome concerns an Irish pilot 
who ferries a flock of filmites to 
the Far East, where they are ship- 
wrecked on a desolate shore. 





‘Anne Frank’ Draw 

“Anne Frank,” the diary of the 
adolescent girl who spent two 
years hiding out from the Nazis, 
is proving the hottest item Double- 
day has published in some time. 
Book Find Club has made it its 
September selection and Omni- 
book will condense it the same 
month. First edition of 5,000 was 
sold out in a couple of days, with 
another printing of 15,000 coming 
off the presses. Volume has also 
brought inquiries from four Broad- 
way producers, television shows 
and Hollywood. 

New York Post starts syndica- 
tion today (Wed.). 


Vanderbilt’s Newsletter 

Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., who 
had for years written a syndicated 
newspaper column and a weekly 
Magazine pillar, is launching a 
newsletter, which he will publish 
on a semi-monthly or weekly basis. 
First will probably come from 
Chi during the politico conventions 
next month. Initial issues will be 
cuffo, but subsequent ones will car- 
Ty a small price tag. 

. Vanderbilt will run the publica- 
on from his new house-trailer, 
The Commodore.” 


. Socialite Booklegging 
_Making the rounds of the plush 
vistros, pubs and clubs in New 
ork is a new book, “Lese Majesty,” 
ascribed to Norman Lockridge (said 
to be a nom-de-plume), which 
ae frankly and not too kindly 

ith the Duke and Duchess of 
Windsor. 

t is published by Boar’s Head 
hg and for some reason the New 
be book stalls have a hands-off 

icy towards it, hence the book- 


legging be e i j 
cause o 
overt : f its cafe society 





‘Long Shadows’ 
eight-and-a-half foot 
formerly toured with 
ros.-Barnum & Bailey 
oe est man in the world,” 
titles ritten a series of mood poems 
eg “Long Shadows,” which 
are eee published. 
, ; HOW a sales rep for Roma 
Wines in his native El Paso, has 


also we , 
ulptor. note as an artist and 


Earle’s 
Jack Earle, 
lant who 
ingling B 
aS the “tall 





Kenney, CHATTER 

two neth S. Giniger back from a 
nee eS literati scouting tri 
Pete yr Urope for Prentice-Hal 
© Martin’s profile on Sheiley 


} 
| 
| 


will be published by Knopf July 21. 

Leo Lerman’s “The Many Faces 
of ANTA,” John Crosby’s “TV 
Backstage,’ and a 17-page spread 
on American designers, in the up- 
coming July issue of Mademoiselle. 

In heralding Lillian Ross’ “Hol- 
lywood Book,’ for January (’53), 
Rinehart states that the current 
New Yorker series is a “condensed” 
version, and that it has been ex- 
panded for the $3.50 book pubiica- 
tion. 

Two staffers of attorney-author 


June Havoc, 
plus 50%; 


50%; Melvyn Douglas, $2,000 plus 
50%; Roddy McDowall and Peggy 
Ann Garner, $1,500 total, plus 50%; 
Veronica Lake, $1,500, plus 50%; 
ZaSu Pitts, $1,100, plus 3314%;: 
Jeffrey Lynn, $1,000, plus 50%: 
Arthur Treacher, $1,990, plus 
3344% Edward Everett Horton, 
$1,000, plus 3314% Eva Gabor, 


$1,000, plus 3%, and Carol Bruce, | 


| $3,200 for a musical package, plus 


Morris L. Ernst’s lawfirm, Harriet | 


Pilpel and Theodora Zavin, have 
also caught the 
their book, “Your Marriage and 
the Law,” will be published this 
faH by Rinehart. 

“Chef’s Holiday,” humorous 
novel of a chef in France, by Idwal 


writing bug and} 


j 
| 


Jones, will be published in October | 


by Longmans, Green. Author is 
now finishing historical novel of 
Victorian days in Mexico, “Galleon 
Port,” dealing with an exile ship 
bound for California. 

Bill Ornstein, Metre tradepress 
contact, sold several short stories, 
“The Pigeons,” to Kansas maga- 
zine; “Diamond in the Loaf,” to 
Prairie Schooner; “The Crime of 
Harlem Acres,” to New Story, and 
“The Three Mosquitoes” and “The 
Understanding Dr. Pink,” to Amer- 
ican Jewish Times Outlook. 

A publisher's blurb on “A House 
Is Not a Home,” by Polly Adler, 
discloses that ‘‘the most famous 
madam of modern times... now 
in her middle fifties . . . is study- 
ing for a long-wanted college de- 
gree in California.” Rinehart, the 
publisher, accents that Miss Ad- 
ler’s memoirs represent more an 
aspect of the ’20s, ’30s and ’40s 
than anything else. Retail price 
will be $3.75, when published next 
January. 





Foreign Grosses 


Continued from page 1 =e 


have been providing 40% or more 
of total income, and any serious 
sag would result in battered earn- 
ings statements for the companies. 
Hiked O’Seas Take Cheers Metro 

Greatly increasing importance of 
the foreign market was mirrored 
this week in reports that Metro’s 
domestic billings currently are run- 
ning at the $1,200,000 per week 
level, compared with $1,000,000 for 
foreign. Fact that the coin from 
abroad was almost equal with the 
domestic gross is significant in that 
M-G’s overall money for years had 
been on the basis of 75% from 
the home territory (U. S. and Can- 
ada) and 25% from overseas. 

Also seen as meaningful is the 
boost in the take from Canada. 
Before the big dip in U. S. b.o., 
Canada represented 4% of the en- 
tire North American business. Now 
it’s up to 10%. 

Rise in non-U. S. percentage fig- 
ures reflect either a steadiness or 
upbeat in the foreign markets in 
the face of the downbeat at home. 








Outlook for Barns 


Continued from page 1 








also in the potency of most author 
names and the appar¢nt quality of 


the scripts. For the occasional Jo- | 
| don, unicyclist and juggler; Ray 


seph Kramm, Edward Caulfield, 


etc., there’s an overabundance of | 
| Bev and Les Ferris, acros; Sally 


Joe Blows. As always, virtually all 
the new plays are announced as 
prospects for Broadway, but that 
ballyhoo no longer misleads even 
the local yokels. Of course, some 
of the shows may actually get to 
New York — it has happened, in 
rare instances, with favorable re- 
sult. 

On the basis of reports from the 
few spots that are already operat- 
ing, business omens are dubious. 
In each case there has apparently 
been some special rationalization 





for the downbeat biz. But a sea- 





4 


| 





50%. Constance Bennett is report- 
edly getting $3,100 for her three- 
actor package, or $2,000 plus a per- 
centage personally at spots with a 
capacity of over $12,000, 

Principal reasons for the dearth 
of top stars is figured to be the 
reluctance of many of them to pass 
up possible television guest spots. 
And in Hollywood, where an in- 


creased number of players are now | 


freelance, there’s an apparent de- 
Sire to stick close to the scene, 
in case a picture bid comes along. 


AT&T’s Stake 


Continued from page 1 

















the, Bell System is rigging up a 
special message centre to make 
certain that telephone calls and 
messages to the political biggies 
are delivered. If a person cannot 
be located by the usual paging fa- 
cilities, his name will be flashed 
on a special motion picture screen 
via a teletypewriter arrangement. 
If that doesn’t do the trick, walkie- 
talkies will be used to reach him. 
AT&T is adding 5,000 miles of 
micro-relay and coaxial cable 
channels to its facilities by con- 
vention time in linking the 10 new 
cities, which will up its total inter- 
connected mileage to about 29,500. 
New cities include Miami, New Or- 
leans, Dallas, Fort Worth, Hous- 
ton, San Antonio, Oklahoma City, 
Tulsa, Phoenix and Seattle, leav- 
ing Albuquerque the only TV city 
with no live facilities. In addition, 
radio stations or theatre circuits 
in Denver, Fresno and Portland, 
none of which yet has a TV sta- 
tion on the air, are planning spe- 
cial closed-circuit facilities for the 
public to view the conventions on 
specially-installed receivers. 


Tilinois Bell engineers report the 
1952 conventions will require 75% 
more telephone service than their 
predecessors. Besides the TV fa- 
cilities, some 1,000 telephones, 20 
private switchboards, 30 telephoto 
and 215 radio channels and 70 
visual and audio TV channels will 
be used by the newspapers, wire 
services, radio and TV _ broad- 
casters. 





Globetrotters 


Continued from page 2 =e 





play in all dates, two referees, two 
coaches, two bus drivers, two equip- 
age men, a secretary, a press rep 
and six entertainers. 

Luggage comes to 54 pieces with 
six complete court floors that are 
constantly being sent on ahead of 
the group to always keep the 
ground under their feet. They also 
carry their own baskets and glass 
backings. They can set up any- 
where from a beach to a bullfight 
arena. 

Variety acts include Jack Gor- 


Wilbert does trickery with hoops; 


Jackie Cooper | 
; and Fran Warren, $2,000 total, plus | 


Scully, “I thought you were grooming yourself for Secretary of State 
in the next administration. Ike has a lot to learn, and in the field of 
— he could learn more from you than you'll ever learn from 
1im.” 


By golly, she was right. On the California ballot I had got myself 
(on merit, of course) placed to the right of Sen. William Knowland 
and right below Sen. Estes Kefauver. We all got elected with sweep- 
ing majorities. 

Of course, I ran ahead of these two characters and incidentally ahead 
of 13 others in my own particular field. Where they said nothing at 
length, I said nothing at all. Years ago I billed myself as the Left 
Wing Coolidge running for the lowest office in the lowest deliberating 
body in the world and just low enough to make it. 

I have never opened my mouth since and each election I get a bigger 
|vote. It’s beginning to teach me something about still waters and 
| their impressive depth. This election a bunch ganged up to ride me 
;out on a rail. They circularized all the voters and even got chaps 
| like Bryan E. Foy, Ronald Reagan and Roy M. Brewer to shill for them 
|and by inference against me. 


But you can’t beat a somebody with a lot of nobodies anymore now 


|than you could before. Besides you can’t beat the guy whose name is 
| the first on the ballot and who can write “Incumbent” after his name. 
This is a swell combination anywhere and just about unbeatable in 
California. 
Hon. F. S. Incumbent 
Indeed the word “Incumbent” is such a surefire vote-getter in 
| California that long before I became an incumbent I thought of going 
to Arizona, changing my name to Frank Scully Incumbent and return- 
| ing to California like a certain general returning to Luzon. 
| I’ve ofterr wondered why Dale Carnegie didn’t follow his “How To 
| Win Friends and Influence People” with another volume entitled “How 
To Run For Office and Get Elected.” To such utilitarians as exem- 
plified by Carnegie, what’s the point of winning friends unless you're 
| going to use them,.and what better use to make of them than as step- 
| ladders so you can rise above them? At their expense, of course. It 
requires a singular skill to get people to vote for their own ultimate 
rooking and I realized long ago I didn’t have that skill. That’s why I 
'now run only for non-profit offices. 
Though Percy Kilbride made a good point in arguing that actors are 
singularly innocent and vulnerable and for that reason ought to stay 
|out of political or religious controversies, it sometimes happens that 
| they are not good enough actors to make great success in the profes- 
|sion and yet have learned how to think and act on their feet, which is 
| the first requirement for success in the political field. I have seen 
| several who have made a success in this direction. They go all the 
| way from Charles Conrad, Hollywood Assemblyman, to John Lodge, 
Governor of Connecticut. 

On the other hand I’ve seen very good actors say goodbye to all 
that, plunge whole-heartedly into the political arena and come out 
| more mauled than a babe in a bullring. Two of these had a measure of 
success in politics and if the republic were more grateful, some recog- 
| nition of this would have come to them long ago. 

How To Lose a Nest Egg 

They were Albert Dekker, who gave up a $50,000 a year contract at 
Par to take on a $1,200 a year job as a California legislator. It was 
soothingly explained to him that the job would only take two months 
out of every two years, but what wasn’t explained to him was that 
sometimes the sessions would be prolonged from 60 days to six months 
and, at the caprice of the governor, legislators could be called back 
for special sessions, thereby lousing up their old careers completely. 

Dekker gave Hollywood a most magnificent representation. He was 
a brilliant legislator. He knew where everybody was buried and could 
sidestep the greased palm of a lobbyist with the skill of a Red Grange 
running in an open field. Each week he reported at length with high 
humor and amazing candor to his constituents. He told all. 

But at home he had a wife and three children to support, and since 
they had been raised to a certain standard of living, it was pretty 
tough for them to drop from $50,000 a year to $1,200 a year. So when 
it came time for reelection, Albert Dekker declined with thanks. 

And did Hollywood reward him with a new contract at a higher 
figure? Au contraire. Even producers sharing his own particular 
political bias couldn’t even seem to find bit-parts for him. So he 
retreated to a previously unprepared position and grabbed off what 
parts he could in legit. He appeared this winter in the Broadway 
show that opened and closed so fast the management must have used 
folding chairs instead of folding money. 

More recently another carrying political scars on her well-formed 
body opened in a Broadway revival of the Katherine Dayton-George S. 
Kaufman political satire, “First Lady.” .That was Helen Gahagan 
Douglas. Her rise and fall carries for me a measure of sadness, be- 
cause I feel I was a bit responsible for her leap into the political arena. 
I showed how easy. it was to do back in 1938 and she was among those 
showpeople closest to me when I did it. But I was a writer, not an 
actor. That is to say, my career was not limited to 10 or 20 years. 
Neither was my earning power based on pulchritude, which has a way 
of fading despite preservatives. 

Footnote To Futility 


She plunged into a tough district and emerged successfully as the 
first congresswoman from Hollywood. At the time Clare Booth Luce 
was a darling of the opposition, and the two major national conven- 
|tions were highlighted by keynote speeches delivered by these charm- 
ing gals. I thought Miss Douglas showed better delivery than Mrs. 
Luce, but both were several cuts above the foghorn characters who 
made life miserable for sound engineers. 

. But Mrs. Luce, being an author, could drop politics before politics 
dropped her, and go back to her writing without an appreciable loss in 
/income. The same, however, wasn’t true of Mrs. Douglas. After a few 
terms in the lower house she decided to try for the U.S. Senate. She 
‘put on a brilliant campaign, but her backers didn’t have the coin of 
the opposition, and she was swamped in a flood of billboards and ended 






















|with more debt than a moth-eaten monarchy on either side of the Iron 
RentenGatel, am Sens Canes. | “aaa Hollywood showed no sense of gratitude. No producer rushed 
a — yng Mor ym al — ‘to her with contracts, Her husband, too, seemingly suffered and found 
pte ndable stint on the accordion, | that he had to retreat to Broadway to hold the family nest together. 
viadda Brooks, who was with the | Im the end they had to sell their home and both are back now prac- 
show in London, was picked up on/| tically to where they began far away and long ago. 

the strength of her warbling for a It may be deduced from this melancholy tale that idealism doesn’t 
top spot at the Bagatelle in Lon-| pay. But that isn’t the whole answer. It doesn’t pay troupers because 
don. Miss Brooks had been mar-| like ballplayers their big earning years are very limited, and for one 
ried to one of the Globetrotters| Ethel Barrymore or Satchel Paige I can name you 100 stars whose 
who died in 1934. Coincidentally | brilliance was as ephemeral and evanescent as a skyrocket. Atomic 
Saperstein took over her contract | energy channeled into peaceful pursuits may change all this, but until 
from MCA in ’52 and added her to| that day comes, actors would do better to confine their political activi- 





the tour roster. ties to the secrecy of the polling booth. R.LP. 
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Broadway 


Marlon Brando left yesterday 
(Tues.) for Culver City to take a 
top spot in Metro’s “Julius Caesar. 

Larry Weingarten, Metro pro- 
ducer, due in from the Coast next 
Tuesday (1) for a homeoffice visit. 

Marge and Gower Champion in 
town to launch a promotional tour 
for “Lovely to Look At, Metro pic 

ich they appear. 
in tea Bross A Geraldine Fitzger- 
ald, radio emcee Bob Hawk and 
John Gutman, Metopera exec, en- 
route to Europe on the America. 

Jack Benny’s Irving Fein post- 
cards from Glasgow, “Here to tell 
the Scots about Jack Benny who 
really knows how to pinch a shill- 
ing.” 


Carlton Hayes orch, sponsoréd 
“First Annual Jazz Concert” in 
City Hall auditorium Sunday (22), 
spotting Maynard Ferguson, Jim- 
my Dorsey band and 88’er Joe Ro- 
tandi band. House band of Local 369 
tootlers backed vocalists Johnny 
Johnston, Merv Griffin, Claire Ho- 
gan and Kay Brown. 





Paris 


Danny Kaye sandwiching Paris 
NS own USO tours of U. S. Army 

mps in Europe. 
“iivive Popesco inked to appear 
in a pic version of her successful 
legiter Andre Roussin’s, “Nina. 

Danny Kaye in from his German 
GI camp tour for a look at New 
York City Ballet, and then off to 





Leon Roth, assistant publicity 
director of United Artists, and Jeff 
Livingston, Universal's eastern ad 
manager, vacationing in Nova 
Scotia. ; 

United Paramount president 
Leonard Goldenson and wife leave 
on the Queen Mary today (Wed.) 
for a Europeon vacation, returning 

st. 
” ee enn. named honorary 
chairman of the National Neph- 
rosis Foundation, Inc., to be cock- 
tail-partied at the Biltmore, tomor- 
row (Thurs.). ; ‘ ‘ 

Claude Kingston, director of 
J. C. Williamson Theatres Mel- 
bourne branch, who came in from 
London Sunday (22), leaves end of 
the week for Australia. 

Spyros Skouras, 20th-Fox prez, 
named chairman for the film in- 
dustry in a special financial drive 
being conducted in behalf of the 
National Assn. for Mental Health. 

Motion Picture Division of the 
Joint Defense Appeal will be 
headed by Leon Goldberg, V.p. 
and treasurer of Universal, and 
Edward L. Fabian, exec of Fabian 
Theatres. ; 

Francis Robinson, Met Opera 
boxoffice head and tour director, is 
leaving July 12 for a_ five-week 
European trip to Italy, France and 
Germany, and will take in several 
music festivals. ie 

Columbia short, “High Steppin 
Trotters,” filmed recently at Yon- 
kers Raceway, will be shown at the 
regular monthly luncheon of the 
U. S. Harness Writers Assn. tomor- 
row (Thurs.) at Toots Shor’s. 


George Lourau, prez of Film- 
sonor, French production-distribu- 
tion company, returns to Paris Fri- 
day (27) after a one-month stay 
in New York. He was in the U. S. 
primarily to make release deals for 
his product. 

William Perlberg and George 
Seaton are due in July 8 from the 
Coast en route to Paris. They’re 
at work on the preliminaries for 
“Little Boy Lost,” which they'll 
lens in Hollywood and France for 
Paramount, 

Ed (& Pegeen) Fitzgerald made 
the “shake-down” cruise of the 
new SS U. S. over the weekend, 
and the radio-TV Mr. & Mrs. cou- 
ple will be on the maiden voyage 
overseas July 3, along with RCA 
board chairman David Sarnoff and 
his wife. 


Australian Prime Minister Robert 
Menzies and wife, Australian Am- 
bassador to the U.S. Sir Percy 
Spender and wife, and Aussie Con- 
sul General Kenneth Smart to see 
“Mrs. McThing” Friday night (27) 
and then meet Helen Hayes back- 
stage. 

Earl Wilson and Paul Sann 
(N. Y. Post), Douglas Watt (News), 
Max Youngstein (United Artists) 
and Lester Gottlieb (CBS), plus 
their wives, are added starters 
among newspaper and_ showbiz 
folk joining the Publicists Guild 
outing at Bernie Kamber’s Wayne 
Country Club in Pennsylvania this 
weekend. 


Las Veous Nev. 


By Bill Willard 

Desert Inn pulling ’em via Mitzi 
Green and Jackie Miles. 

Olsen & Johnson’ set for three 
weeks at Flamingo starting today 
(Wed.). 

Lorraine Cugat pulls into the 
Last Frontier Friday (27) for month 
with her orch. 

Jimmy Dorsey orch, Jay Law- 
rence and Bela Kremo are current 
marquee lures at Thunderbird. 

Ike Eisenhower whirlwinded into 
town Sunday (22) for quickie con- 
fab with GOP headliners here. 

Hoagy Carmichael plays El 
Rancho Vegas for two frames, abet- 
ted by Condos & Brandow on bill. 

Gig Young, Denise Darcel, Jan 
Murray, Hugh O'Brian making up 
a party for Hank Henry’s return 
to Silver Slipper. 


Stan Irwin begins chores of 
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London. 


Billy Wilder and William Holden 
off to Germany on preparation of 
Paramount pic with a German 
background. 

Gene Van Dee in from Rome to 
handle Motion Picture Assn. of 


America office here until new Paris 


rep Ted Smith arrives. ; 
) re Poe Moguy in to get his film 


award for “Tomorrow Is Too Late,” 
and then off to Rome to line up 


production on his new Columbia 
production deal. 

Gunther Stapenhorst, German 
pic producer, interested in buying 
film rights to Georges Bernanos 
play, “Dialogues of the Carmel- 
ites,” Paris click at Hebertot The- 
atre. It would be filmed in Ger- 
many as spectacle. 

Gerard Philipe setting up own 
film production outfit in conjunc- 
tion with Ariane Films with a ver- 
sion of “Till Eulenspiegel,” to be 
made in color early in 1953. Rene 
Wheeler is scripting with Christian- 
Jaque set for direction job. 

Peter Ustinov, over for confab 
with Paramount, may aid in writ- 
ing of untitled Billy Wilder script 
to be filmed in Germany. Ustinov 
has a new comedy for London next 
season, His “Love of Four Colo- 
nels” completed 14 months in Brit- 
ish capital. 

Albert Lewin to write, direct and 
produce “Saadia” pic, based on 
novel by Francis d’Autherville, for 
Metro. Lewin will fly to Africa for 
background material, and _ then 
return here to write screenplay. 
Elizabeth Taylor and Vittorio Gass- 
man likely will star. 


New Hope, Pa. 


* By Allen Ward 

Pat Hurley, of St. Petersburg 
(Fla.) Operetta, home for the sum- 
mer, says plans for a similar deal 
at Memphis may yet be worked out 
for 1953. 

The Philip Bourneufs left Mon- 
day to play “Heartbreak House”’ at 
Martha’s Vineyard barn. Show 
eventually will play Westport and 
perhaps here. 

Moss Hart to New York this 
week to begin casting the as yet 
untitled adaptation of Edgar Mit- 
telholzer novel, “Shadows Move 
Among Them.” 

Comedian Lee Davis makes his 
legit debut at the Music Circus, 
Lambertville, in “Roberta” tonight. 
Nightclub performer will play the 
Huck Haines role. 

Tom Ewell, back from Tokyo, 
where he made a film, decided to 
stay here instead of moving to 
Hollywood as planned. Visitor at 
the Ewells is Lily Dervas. 

Joe Fields due here this week to 
work with Jerome Chodorov on a 
musical version of “My Sister 
Eileen.” The Chodorovs, inciden- 
a report the addition of a baby 
girl. 

Carl and Dorothy Allensworth, 
authors of the new comedy, “Count 
Your Blessings,” now playing a 
tryout week at Bucks County Play- 
house, are visiting the Sol Jacob- 
sons. 

Felix Holt, whose novel, “The 
Gabriel Horn,” will be shot as a 
Burt Lancaster starrer this fall 
(by Harold Hecht Productions at 
WB), is halfway through another 
historical novel. 


Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 

Vocalist Jack Laurence current 
at Club Kavakos. 
_ John Shulman, copyright lawyer 
in the music field, on past week’s 
visitor’s list at Library of Congress. 

Hazel Markel, femme commenta- 
tor for Mutual and WWDC, award- 
ed American Red Cross Certificate 
of Honor for her work on behalf 
of organization’s ’52 fund drive. 

Louis 


| Gower Champion representing stu- : 
dio at Friday night's Loew’s Pal- | Second offering of Old Log straw- 
ace preem of “Washington Story” | hatter. 


flacking and booking for midsum- | 


mer Sahara opening with Moro- 
Landis line already inked. 

Les Baxter skied in for day's 
rehearsal with the Al Jahns mu- 
sicrew at Thunderbird to prep his 
date in that spot, July 3. 

Martin Black, local deejay, aid 


and pre-screening reception in 
honor of Speaker of the House 
Sam Rayburn. 

Charles A. Brind, Jr., counsel for 
N. Y. State Board of Regents, will 


discuss problems of film censor- 


Chuck Maxon, windjammer with: 


ship and the recent Supreme Court 
decision on “The Miracle” at clos- 
ing luncheon of town’s Motion Pic- 
ture Council, Saturday (28), 





> 


for the Olympic j 
holm, for six weeks with option. 


London 


Pete Kameron in city setting up 


a concert and variety tour for the 
Weavers. 


Ben Goetz tossed a cocktail party 


for Gene Tierney, here to make a 
British pic. 


Harry Foster to Dublin for 


Danny Kaye’s opening at Theatre 
Royal June 23 


Harry Morris extended the Jane 


Morgan run at the Colony and 
Astor from foun to six weeks. 


Saul Grauman and Co., booked 
revue, Stock- 


Simone Dolphen has quit the 


cast of “Latin Quarter” because of 
ill health, and returned last week 
to Paris. 


Orson Welles stars in a new 
Harry Lime series which is to 


be aired via British Broadcasting 
Corp. beginning July 3. 


Danny Kaye invited by Field 


Marshal Lord Montgomery to at- 
tend the El Alamein reunion at 
Albert Hall in October. 


Sophie Tucker elected to the 
Liverpool Press Club creating a 
precedent by being first femme 
member of organization. 

Walt Disney’s British film, orig- 
inally called “When Knighthood 
was in Flower,” retitled “Sword 
and Rose.” Lensing starts in 
August. 

Walter Kennedy hopped over 
from Paris to catch Hadda Brooks 
opening at the Bagatelle; then 
planed to Antwerp to join the Har- 
lem Globetrotters. 

William Keighley inked British 
actress Beatrice Campbell for 
femme lead opposite Errol Flynn 
in the WB’s British production of 
“Master of Baliantrae.” 

The Charlivels, currently fea- 
tured on the Jack Benny program 
at the London Palladium for three 
weeks, double the last two weeks 
into the Savoy hotel; then they 
are off to tour Beirut, Lebanon. 

Nat Deverich, senior executive 
of Music Corp. of America, settled 
in the London office and expects to 
stay there for 12 months. Patrick 
Kelly, exec of MCA tele section, 
also here to look over the British 
TV situation. 


Atlantic City 
By J. W. Walker 

Yvonne and Yvette “Siamese 
twins,” into Million Dollar pier. 

Tony Grant show, featuring 
mostly local talent, opened for sea- 
son on Steel Pier, Saturday (21). 

Danny Rogers and Tony Farrel 
featured at 500 Club with Lee Hen- 
derson girls an added attraction. 

Steel Pier celebrating its 55th 
anni next week. Myron Cohen 
headlining in vaude with Blue 
Barron orch in ballroom. 

H. C. Roesch spending to adver- 
tise his new Beachcomber club in 
Wildwood which opens July 4 with 
name band. Spot seats about 


2,000. 
Chicago 


Dorothy Gish currently at Sal 
Creek siloer in ‘‘The Man.” 

Edgar Bergen in for Northwest- 
ern Univ. class of ’27 reunion. 

Mrs. Kay Ashton Stevens off to 
New York for huddles on TV pro- 
gram. 

Jack Burnett and George Woods 
in for the Jimmy Durante opening 
at Chez Paree. 

Glenn Rose planed in last week 
to do flack duties for Larry Parks 
& Betty Garrett at the Chicago. 

“Bell, Book and Candle” makes 
its third house switch in four 
months when it goes into the 
Harris June 30. 

Danny Newman takes over from 
Bill Doll as publicist on ‘Porgy 
and Bess.” Doll continues as gen- 
eral representative. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
Prom Ballroom had Russ Morgan 
for one-nighter. 
_ Art Hodes & Back Room Boys 
into St. Pau' Flame. 
“Hamlet” repeating at U. of 
Minnesota Playhouse. 
_ Edyth Bush Little Theatre hold- 
ing over “Two Blind Mice.” 
Weela Gallez holding over indef 
at Hotel Minnesotan Panther Room. 
St. Paul Heinie’s has jungle 
dancer Taika and magician Cara- 
zini. 
Hotel Radisson Flame Room 











holding over singer Maureen Can- 


Calhern and Marge &| ®0n. 


“The Curious Savage” season’s 


Minneapolis Flame doing Ru- 
dolph Friml vignettes and Schiek’s 
yy capsuled edition of “Briga- 


Robert Snook pacted as stage di- 
rector for Pine Beach Playhouse 
and Paul Bunyan Theatre, northern 
Minnesota strawhatters, 

Katherine Rawls and Bruce Har- 
lan inked as stars of 13th annual 


“Aqua Follies,” July 16-27. Stage 
performers will include Johnny 
O’Brien and Lida Dadelle. 

Gary Morton, Four Lads, Bill & 
Cece Robinson, Wells & Four Fays 
and Joe Reisman to appear in 
stage show with Johnnie Ray at 
Radio City week of July 4. 


Honolulu 


By Walt Christie, Jr. 
Gail Patrick vacationing. 
Louis B. Mayer scheduled here 


soon. 

Nob Hill Trio and Joe Cappo 
continuing at Waikiki’s South Seas. 

Dorothy Maynor, soprano, a brief 
stopover visitor, en route to Aus- 
tralia for concerts. 

Al Karasick’s daughter promot- 
ing Civic Auditorium wrestling 
while he’s mainlanding. 

Gwynne Austin reported lining 
up pro Hawaiian entertainment for 
newly-enlarged Kona Inn. 

Photographer Russ Warner 
planed in from U. S. to get mag 
cover shots of Rex Ravelle. 

Indie station KIKI getting solid 
Saturday night response to its 
“Stan and Jim,” disk jockey show. 

Paul Marques of Royal Amuse- 
ments, Ltd., now a member of 
American Society of Cinematogra- 
phers. 

Robert Shaw guest-conducting 
amateur Gleemen of Hawaii and 
also staging choral clinic at U. of 
Hawaii. 

Burl Ives cut quite a figure in 
kilts as he stepped off a British 





Commonwealth Pacific Airlines 
plane, Aussie-bound. 
Ex-film actor Leslie Vincent 


home on biz in connection with 
Palmyra Atoll, chain of islets about 
900 miles south of Hawaii which 
his mother owns. 


Portland, Ore. 


By Ray Feves 

The Four Knights 
Castle Club. 

Harry James orch played one- 
TFN at Jantzen Beach Ballroom 
(21). 

Ellen Sutton, Burton’s Birds, and 
the O’Dells in at Amato’s Supper 
Club for two weeks. 

Cleve & Marilyne, Tiny Grant, 
and Irene Cromwell opened at 
Clover Club, Monday (23). 

Louis Jordan Tympany Five 
inked into McElroy’s Ballroom for 
one-niter tomorrow (Thurs.). Tiny 
rg played the spot last week 
(20-21), 


headlining 





Ottawa 


Ottawa Summer Theatre teeing 
with “Happy Birthtday.” 

Stan Kenton band into Audi- 
torium for show and dance. 

Beniamino Gigli on Capitol 
Theatre stage for one night. 

Sir Arthur Elton, United King- 
dom film producer, in town. + 

Alex Jelnick orch pacted for 
summer at Lakeside Gardens. 

Campbell MacDonald, CFRA 
news director, back from junket, to 
Canadian forces in Europe. 

Jackie Winston, Helen Curtis 
closed socko run at Gatineau Club, 
followed by Jeri Sullivan. 

Len Hopkins orch out of Cha- 
teau Laurier Canadian Grill and 
into Jasper Park Lodge in the 
Rockies for summer season, Cliff 
Tripp replacing here. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 

Chick Meci orch into C. R. Club 
for summer. 

Marge & Gower Champion in to 
plug “Lovely to Lbok At.” 

Ace Harris, after 16 years with 
Erskine Hawkins, is now a single. 

Club Harlem _ shuttered  sud- 
denly (21), a week earlier than an- 
nounced. 

Bud Brees, WPEN singing dj., 
making personal appearances at 
Brookline-on-the Boulevard. 

Perry Como, Bob Hope and Ed 
Sullivan, will participate in a 
benefit golf match at Whitemarsh 
Country Club, July 5. 

John D. Scheuer, Jr., operations 
assistant to general manager of 
WFIL and WFIL-TV, named chair- 
man of public relations committee 
of Central Philly Red Cross, 


Scotland 


_ By Gordon Irving 

Folies Bergere set for Empire, 
Glasgow, week of July 7. 

Greta Lauder, niece of the late 
Sir Harry, opening several garden 
fetes here this summer. 

Wilson Barrett Co. staging “June 
Mad,” family comedy of youth, 
by Florence Ryerson and Colin 
Clements. 

A. Donnan, of Glasgow, elected 
new prexy of Britain’s National 
Assn. of Theatrical and Kine 
Employees. 

Eddie Fraser radio qresrets paid 
tribute to songsmith Irving Berlin 
in 60-minute stanza to salute com- 








poser’s birthday. 


Hollywood 


Al Horwits back is U 
after two weeks in x. vs UI dea 
Patricia Neal leaves July 
entertain troops in Korea YR 
Louis D. Snader returneg f 
avec seamen in N. y, -_ 
orman Kerry hospita}j 
checkup in Santa Batters fora 
Lloyd Bacon to Guaymas M 
ico, for a month’s vacation *™ 
Gloria Swanson returned fr 
cross-country ballyhoo tour 
Elizabeth Fraser finalized h 
divorce from Ray McDonald - 
William Perlberg and Ge 
Seaton sail for France Jyly Tih 
_ Denise Darcel will get her 
citizenship papers next month, . 
Bill Barnes ankled the Wy 
Rocamora Agency to open his bn 
Richard Ney in from Europe te 
huddle with his agent, Paul Sea” 
. Y. Frank Freeman hosted Mo. 
oo Ali, Pakistan envoy to the 


: cor ch gh Marshall in from N. Y 
Walk” n town to visit his 80n, 
Wilbur Clark east to round 
talent for the Desert uP 
Vegas. Inn at Lag 
Johnny Green checked 
Metro after six weeks in L 

and Paris. 

_ Lauritz Melchior accepted 
tion to sing at Republican 
ae ' 

Society of American Magic) 
holds its annual dinner-dance Ju 
19 at Ciro’s. ’ 

Dick Haymes heading for Hawaij 
when he completes his film role jp 
“All Ashore.” 

Gloria Swanson being sued for 
$13,989 by James H. Kendel, Jr 
for legal services. on 

Johnny Johnston and Shirley 
Carmel set June 28 as their Mexie 
can wedding day. 

Loretta Young made a trailer for 
the Boston Variety Club's cancer 
research program. 

Walter Wanger rounded up 259 
donors for the Red Cross blood. 
mobile at Castaic. 

Coleen Gray and Preston Foster 
to Houston to appear at opening of 
a dual-screen drive-in. 

Rhonda Fleming and Dr. Lewis 
Morrill announced their engage 
ment to wed in August. 

Lazlo Benedek tossed a cocktail 
party for the foreign press after 
showing “Storm Over Tibet.” 

William Dieterle going to Tel 
Aviv in February to direct two 
plays for the Habimah Players. 

Tom Hernandez will play Don 
Diego for the first year in San Di- 
ego County Fair’s ‘“Fiestacade of 
1952.” 

Jesse L. Lasky reported improv. 
ing in Cedars of Lebanon Hospital 
but will remain there for several 
more weeks. 


OM a 


in at 
ondon 
invita. 
National 


Genoa 


Tenor Beniamino Gigli booked at 
Augustus for single performances 
of “Pagliacci” and “Cavalleria Rus 
ticana.” : 

U. S. passenger turnover in port 
of Genoa already has set alltime 
high, with seasonal peak not yet 
reached. ig 

Open airer, first of its kind in 
Italy on such a large scale, being 
readied for summer season at 
Sestri Levante, nearby Riviera 
Summer resort. =] 

As in other Italian cities 
“Rommel” (20th) pic ran into some 
initial trouble from local agitators 
opening day. With added police 
protection, pic is now continuing 
showings unmolested. ; 

“Finishing School” location unit 
due here soon for some seaside 
shooting. A Riviera production it 
is directed by Bernhard Vorhaus, 
stars Anna Maria Ferrero, Susaa 
Stephen, Jacque Sernas and others. 


Tokyo 


La Guta and Leslie, ballroum 
team in from Switsersa8 for 
date Nipponese niteries. . 

‘ K Fernandez All-Americat 
circus, sponsored by Daiei —O 
wound up 20-day show in Nis 
nomiya, southern Japan. — 

Marian Anderson due in Jape 
Oct. 27 for one-month tour un - 
joint sponsorship of RC A-Victo 
and Broadcasting Corp. of eget 

Nippon Columbia, local Col 
sidiary, has released Johnnie | Ns 
“Cry” (“Nake” in Japanes€ 


month with initial pressing 0 *” 
000. : - 
Japan film studios going —_* 
to film pix, “Challenge iP in 
Amazon” is now being filme a 
Brazil with stars Isamu Kosu@ ¢ 
Den'Oninata. This is in comin 
oration of the 40th anni of other 
nese emigration to Brazil. | iude 
overseas location plans te be 
Toho’s “Tedium of Journey"). 
shot in France; Shochiku j te 
anese-Filipino friendshi bi Take: 
made in Manila by Pe ucer Figa's 
shi Yamamoto, an Radio 
“Wish of Two Flowers” to 
in Formosa. 
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ee 


OBITUARIES 


RUTH GILBERT . 

ilbert, former vaude per- 
ee 
TY i ’ 1S. , 
KTYL, Phoona to crash June 


in an au 
uilled Wittman, Ariz. As ener 
Wimp. she and her pagers 
formed a vaude team in byt y 
1930s billed as Gilbert | imp. 
“Details in Musi¢ section. 
-AMUEL W. GUMPERTZ 

Poa w. Gumpertz, 84, vet- 


a howman and one-time v.p. 
yom eno manager of Ringling 
Bros. and Basnum & Bailey Circus, 
died June 22 in Sarasota, Fla. 
Gumpertz began his show biz ca- 
reer at age nine when he joined 
the Jackley family of acrobats in 
yf ‘rancisco. : 
Set oh rider with the Buffalo Bill 
show and then managed a circuit 
of theatres in Chicago and New Or- 
jeans. In 1894, while operating a 
yaude show on ocean liners, Gum- 
ertz gave Florenz Ziegfeld his 
show biz start by hiring him as 


anager. 
mae697, Gumpertz managed 
Harry Houdini, and in 1903 he was 
employed to build the Coney Is-| 
land Dreamland, which he man- 


aged until it burned in 1911. Later 
he helped develop Long Beach, 
L. 1, and Brighton Beach, Brook- 
wn. He was general manager of 
the Ringling circus from 1932 un- 


ti] 1937 and for several years, start- | 
ing in 1938, was general manager | 


of the Million Dollar Pier, Atlantic 

City, for George A. Hamid, who 

now operates Steel Pier there. 
His wife survives. 


BILLY WALSH 
Billy Walsh, former vaude and 
nitery comedian, died June 16 in 
Brooklyn. He managed entertain- 








ment in various spots in upstate 
New York and in Brooklyn around 
World War I. He later toured the 
Keith circuit for many years in 
acts known as Walsh, Reed & 
Walsh; Walsh, Daly & Walsh, and 
Walsh Bros. His brothers, Joseph 
and John, appeared with him at 
various times. 

Walsh also played in the old Key- 
stone comedies and at one time had 
his own radio show, “Hale and 
Hearty,” in which he partnered 


with Fred Whitehouse. He and his | 


brother, Joe, were part of the 
original Three Little Sachs, vocal 
rio, 

_In addition to his brothers, three 
sisters survive. 





B. J. SAVAGE 

B. J. Savage, 69, Albany attorney 
and vice president and director of 
the Champlain Valley Broadcasting 
Co., owners of WXKW, and the 
Meredith Champlain Television 
Corp. (applicant for a local TV li- 
cense), died June 1 in Albany. He 
Was chairman of the board of di- 
ponere of First Trust Co., in whose 
duilding WXKW has studios, and 
voll ene of Edward S. 

y, president of t 

also a WXKW official © a 

Wife survives, 





wr WILLIAM PAWLEY 
legitiam Pawley, 47, film and 
ver actor, died June 15 in New 
yuk Pawley appeared on Broad- 
Walls Bad Gi ana’ “Geekn 

5, C ” “ 
men of the Prone” and “Gentle- 
. antag his numerous_pic credits 
Ove Robbers’ Roost,” “Gabriel 
al W the White House,” “Grapes 
Great a. Johnny Apollo,” “The 
‘ tefile,” “Double Alibi” and 


AS arent American Broadcast.” 
A brother Survives, 





John QOEN, @. HALL 


entertaingy Hal: 58, pioneer radio | 


June 15 died in San Francisco 
“Keep 2../@ launched KYA’s 
the p Smiling Revue” in 1928. 
show that st10 STAB with a talent 
Youngsters. jnovosted many bright 
W and "Tommy ‘ia - 
becar Joined CBS sales in 1935 and 


dio Sale< in 1945 for Western Ra- 


IS wife Survives. 


LIVE WRIGHT DE SALVO 

former Jlive Wright DeSalvo, 52 

17 i, \aude performer, died June 

featur Norwalk, Conn. She was 

on thd in John B. Hymer's act 
the Keith. 


196 to 1990 phew circuit from 


He later became | 


She later formed a| 





, George and Florence’ Wright, also 
were vaude performers. 

In addition to her husband, a 
son, a sister and a brother survive. 


RALPH CARLSON 


Ralph Carlson, 47, singer and 
|radio personality, died in Des 
|Moines June 16. He was a mem- 
jber of the Norden Singers, Swe- 
|dish men’s chorus, and for the 
past three years had been emcee 
on “Northern Lights” over KWDM, 
Des Moines. 

Surviving are his wife, son, 
mother and a sister. 








LAWRENCE E. BERNHARDT 

Lawrence E. Bernhardt, 56, 
veepee of Community Concerts, a 
division of Columbia Artists Met., 
| died June 14 in Evanston, III. 
| Bernhardt, who was eastern man- 
ager of Community Concerts, had 
|recently been promoted to the 
Chicago office as v.p. 
| Surviving are his wife, a son and 
a twin brother. 


LEW WELCH 

Lew Welch, 67, former legit 
actor, died June 22 in Miami. He 
| was a member of the Miami Beach 
Boxing Commission. 

Welch appeared in several come- 
dies in the 1920s and °30s, includ- 
ing “Abie’s Irish Rose,” “Gentle- 
men Prefer Blondes,”. “Potash and 
Perlmutter” and “Bulls, Bears and 
Asses.” 











ERNIE MARKS 

| Ernie Marks, 74, youngest of six 
{Canadian brothers who all had 
|their separate dramatic companies 
‘and toured North America for 
| decades, died in Oshawa, Ont., 
| June 21. 

' Survived by wife, Kitty Marks, 


CHARLES P. HAMMOND 


June 30, 1950 





vaude team with her husband, 
| Arthur DeSalvo. Her parents, 
| who was his leading lady; son and 
| daughter. 


| 





REV. LUCY SMITH 

| Rev. Lucy Smith, 82, broadcast- 
ing pastor and founder of the All 
| Nations Pentecostal Church, Chi- 
cago, died in Chicago June 18. For 
|the past 25 years she had con- 
|ducted services over WGES there. 
| Survived by daughter and two 
sons. 





WILLIAM D. MATTHEWS 

William D. Matthews, business 
manager of WWEZ, New Orleans, 
died in that city June 19. He was 
formerly a staff member of KSKY, 
Dallas. 

Survived by his wife and a 
brother. 





JOAQUIN ELIZONDO 
Joaquin Elizondo, 56, formerly 
Mae Murray’s dancing partner, 
died June 15 in Hollywood. He had 
been connected with the film in- 
dustry for 25 years. 
His wife and daughter survive. 





LOU KUTINSKY 
Lou Kutinsky, 64, veteran RKO 
New York exchange salesman, died 
of a heart attack June 14 in 
Brooklyn. He joined RKO in 1923. 
Survived by wife, a daughter and 
two sons. 








MORRIS SMALL 
Morris Small, 63, Hollywood 
talent agent since 1926, died June 
17 in Long Beach, Cal. His 
brother is Edward Small, film pro- 
ducer. 





John F. FitzGerald, 55, chief of 
the motor carrier bureau of the 
New York State Public Service 
Commission and one-time theatre 
circuit district manager in the 
|New York area, died June 19 in 
| Albany. . Wife, daughter and twin 
| Sons survive. ‘ 








| Mother, 62, of Sylvia Fine 
|(Mrs. Danny Kaye), writer, died 
|June 22 in Beverly Hills, Cal. 
| Also surviving are another daugh- 
|ter and a son, Robert Forest, of 
WCAU, Philadelphia. 





Father of Milford Fenster, film 
| director of WOR-TV, N. Y., died 
jin Brooklyn June 22. 








Louis C. Dobelin, 72, retired 
-actor, died June 13 in Hollywood. 
He trouped with Nat Goodwin and 


the Barrymores and In recent years 
had been a vocal coach. 


-_—- _ 


Klein’s Attractions, died of a heart 
ailment, June 19, in New Water- 
ford, O. His wife, a daughter and 
a son survive. 





Wife of Louis K. Ansell, co- 
owner of Empress Theatre, St. 
Louis, and 4 string of indie nabes, 
died June 18 at her St. Louis 
!County home. 


Francis Y. Joannes, 76, scenic 
}designer and architect, died in 
| Branford, Conn., June 21. Surviv- 
jing are his wife, a daughter and a 
| brother. 








Harry E Houk, 49, projectionist 
}at Paramount, died June 18 in Hol- 
j\lywood. He had been a Paramount 
}employee for 30 years. 





James Henry McCarthy, 68, cap- 
tain of the 20th-Fox studio fire de- 
| partment for 21 years, died June 
16 in Los Angeles. 
|} Gene Roderick, 52, advertising 
| manager of Metronome and Music 
Dealer, trade mags, died June 5 in 
| Tenafly, N. J. 








} Ken Mann, 51, sales representa- 
| tive for United Artists, died in 
| Leeds, England, June 13. He had 
been with UA for 20 years. 





Carl L. Gass, 46, screen and 
radio-TV writer, died in St. Louis 
June 20. His wife survives. 

Maurice Lavigne, 65, veteran 
legit-TV 
June 24 in New York. 








Ray Pfetcher, owner of the Ash- 
land Theatre, Ashland, Ill., died 
June 5 in St. Louis. 

_Mrs. Dorothy W. Lewis, 81, re- 
tired actress, died June 16 in Hol- 
lywood. 


MARRIAGES 

Mrs. Gerald Mayer to Hal Elias, 
Beverly Hills, Cal., June 15. She’s 
the widow of former Metro studio 
manager; he’s assistant to Fred 
Quimby, Metro shorts chief. 

Pat (Corrigan) Barrett to Tom 
Gleba, Columbus, June 21. Bride 
is hostess on WBNS-TV’s “Look to 
Lazarus,” groom is station’s em- 
cee and announcer. 

Leila Sackett to Layne Britton, 
Los Angeles, July 14. She’s a 
studio secretary; he’s a makeup 
man at RKO. 

Paula Arnow to Irwin Kurtz, 
Beverly Hills, Cal., June 22. She’s 
the daughter of Maxwell Arnow, 
Columbia pix exec; he’s in the ad- 
vertising business. 

Elisabeth Fraser to Charles K. 
Peck, Jr., Beverly Hills, Cal., June 
21. She’s an actress; he’s a screen 
writer. 

Anne Inman Sharp to Robert O. 
Juergens, New Salem, N. Y., June 
14. Both are actors. Groom’s 
father, the Rev. Arthur H. Juer- 
gens, of Buffalo, performed the 
ceremony. 

June Ferguson to John Raymond, 
Ridgefield, Conn., June 24. Bride 
is daughter of Robert Ferguson, 
veepee of Columbia Artists Mgt. 

Martha Rountree to Oliver Pres- 
brey, Tucson, June 18. Bride is 
co-producer and moderator of 
NBC-TV’s ‘‘Meet the Press;” groom 
is of the Cecil & Presbrey ad 
agency. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Bob Lemond, son, 
Hollywood, June 16. Mother is the 
former Barbara Brewster, actress; 
father is KNX announcer. 


Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Field, son, 
June 19, New York, Father is pub- 
licity director of Compton agency; 
mother formerly was _ scripter-di- 
rector with Voice of America. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roberto Rossellini, 
twin daughters, June 18, Rome. 
Mother is screen star Ingrid Berg- 
man; father is Italian film director. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Cahill, son, 
Brooklyn,. June 22. Mother is 
daughter of the late vaude agent, 
Billy Jackson; parents are with the 
Standard News. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Summers, 
son, Los Angeles, June 19. Father 
is stand-in for comic Jerry Lewis. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Levin, son, 
New York, May 27. Father is radio- 
television head of Erwin Wasey 
Agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pat Bishop, son, 
Hollywood, June 14. Father is 
newscaster at KFI. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard English, 
son, Hollywood, June 19. Father 
is a screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Biever, son, 
New York, June 19. Mother is 
violinist Hinda Barnett; he’s a 
composer-conductor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lou Levy, son, 
New York, June 19. Father is 
Leeds Music topper. 





Carl A. Klein, 53, owner of | 


character actor, died| 





Radio-TV's Non-Support 


Continued from page 2 ——— 
tightened as the maximum popu-| chairman of last year’s Christmas 
— is reached. Salute, was presented with a silver 

xroup of 38 Variety members, | bowl. It came from Pat Payne, 22- 
including the hospital board, made | year-old daughter of Switow’s gen- 
an inspection trip to the institution | eral manager, Earle Payne. She's 
Friday (20). They were guests over | been in the hospital for the past 
|the weekend at the Al-Bur-Norm | year and will leave cured in a 
| Hotel on Schroon Lake, which is | couple months. 

'near the hospital. Hotel is owned| Charles K. Feldman, Universal 
by Herman Robbins, prez of Na-| Sales chief, who served as distrib 
i tional Sereen Service. and a menm- | chairman of the Christmas Salute, 
ber of the hospital board. All-day | Was presented with a similar bowl 
| meeting on fiscal and cther prob- - eygennd mam pena Eugenie 
llems of the institution was held eed, daughter of an actress. 
| by the group at Al-Bur-Norm en 
Saturday. 
Christmas Salute Reprise 
It was decided to continue the 
Christmas Salute, through which 
94,000 film industryites contributed | _ ta’s Protecti 4 lnveationti 
$65,000 in 1950 and $91,000 in 1951. | eas ae eon ne ont at Basch 
|Experiments which Loew's started | | wees See. ee president 0 car tet 
| with coin boxes in theatres will | 3 aa 7 ~~ 4 on 
'also be continued and extended. a ay Bigg sete ge Fe goa — 

Another fund-raising device to | “**? 'S SIVOSTIQETIOR sah 
be tried will be to suggest to recip-| _ Loevenger had his client take 
ients of season passes that they | the test after counsel for the de- 
make a contribution. As a more fendants declined the plaintiff's 
permanent. means of getting coin, |challenge to have Workman, prin- 
| board will ask film companies and | cipal defense witness, undergo it 
| other potential contributors of | With Lebedoff. In rejecting the lie 
|large amounts to sponsor each of | detector test for Workman, the 
the 100 rooms at $2,000 per year. oe eng cla oe ae hs ve 
Twentieth-Fox distributien chief | Volves upon Judge Nordbye to - 
Al Lichtman immediately volun-| termine the various witnesses 
teered to sponsor a room. veracity. 

In the making, beyond that, is ' The challenge ty a “wd 
a plan suggested by theatre op Si|+0evenger received the detense 
Fabian by which the hospital Ar answering brief which accused 
obtain group insurance for mem- | Lebedoff of committing perjury. 
bers. of the industry. They'd be | In his present brief accompany- 
asked to make the hospital bene- | ing the Rime affidavit and his own, 
ificiary of at least half this in- | Loevenger asks the court to strike 
|surance, with policies generally |from the case’s records the de- 
poyge- around — moran, pees = vag ge and 
|No physicals woul e required | brief on the grounds that “it is 
|and premium on this basis would | saturated with libelous, scandalous, 
i gg a $20,000 policy would | vituperative and impertinent mat- 
| ordinarily cost. Thus a large en-| ter.” 
|dowment fund can eventually be| Loevenger's own affidavit to 
| built up at no actual expense to the | Judge Nordbye reveals that he 
| contributors. } _ | sought to have the Minneapolis 
| Keeping a patient at the hospi-| police department administer the 
| tal costs it about $63 a week. All | lie detector test to Lebedoff, but 

have private rooms. There's a staff | that it declined in view of the fact 
| of 46, including three resident doc- | that there had been no request 
| tors and nine nurses. Budget runs from the court or opposing coun- 
_ about $170,000 yearly, plus $20,000- | sel, and that, instead, it informed 
| $30,000 for the lab, which has been | him there are a number of private 
| installed since Variety took over agencies here qualified to perform 
| just three years ago. the function, whereupon he en- 
Improvements gaged Rime. 
There were only 30 patients | Testimony Repeated 
| when Variety moved in and the| During the trial, Lebedoff had 
| building itself was something of a | testified that Workman told him 
| shambles. A tremendous number | to submit low grosses in order to 
| of improvements have been made, | justify film rental reductions and 
|such as new kitchen equipment, | adjustments that had been agreed 
new mattresses and a paint job. A/ on, in order’ that the homeoffice 
master radio-TV antenna and neW | would be more likely to fall in line. 
decorations are now about to be | Called for re-direct examination, 
installed. ; | Workman, on the stand, emphati- 

While 119 patients have been cally and unequivocally denied 
admitted since Variety assumed | this. 
responsibility, 68 have been dis- During the lie detector test, this 
charged. Of that number, 90% | was one of the questions again put 
were completely cured. Ging psa 

|} to Lebedoff and he repeated the 

New treatment and drugs—in , " ; 

, : | testimony, which registered truth- 
development of which the hospital | fulness on the Keeler Poligraph 
is playing a part—are responsible | (15. detector machine), according 
for the high cure rate and quick | to the Rime affidavit 
turnover. Most patients remain | . “ 7 
for six months to 24 months. bin ee affidavit, “EP meee that 

Recent stories of the “miracle” | the test was given Lebedoll pri- 
drug, rimifon, have been a source | vately, be his ype: aot, 
of headache both to the medical |in another room at the time. He 
staff and the fund-raisers. Both | also relates the method of admin- 
patients and potential contributors | istering the test and specifies the 
got the idea that there was an | questions asked of Loevenger. 
easy cure. : “It is my expert opinion, based 

Dr. Edgar Mayer, medical ad-| ypon my personal examination of 
viser to the board and one of the | Mr. Lebedoff, that so far as the 
top TB experts in the country, and matters touched upon in the ques- 
Dr. George E. Wilson, medical di- tions are concerned, the answers 
rector of the hospital, dispelled set out by Mr. Lebedoff are truth- 
the “miracle” idea for the board fy} answers,” said Rime. 


members. They said that in an | "t ie ; 
; : , | In giving Lebedoff a “clean bill 
a 9 pg ene a a ,of health” and, in effect, testifying 
f net it no longer helped Strep- | i? the affidavit that the defense 
= © . | witnesses were untruthful, Rime 


tomycin, a drug called “PAS” and | explains to the court that the Keel- 


surgery were still the best solu- | A 
: ‘ jer Polygraph, “popularly known 
tions, the medicos declared, | |. the lie detector.” has verified 


although extensive experiments in | accuracy of over 85%. 


attempting te combine _ rimifon | , 
4 | The Lebedoff suit charges a con- 
ie on. with the other drugs are | spiracy among the defendants that 
Hospital is still plenty needed, deprived their local neighborhood 
Dr. Mayer pointed out. While the | Homewood theatre of its area first- 
TB death rate is way down, the |™Un and gave it to a competing in- 
number of people getting the | dependent theatre, that resulted in 
Unveil Will Rogers Cast ed circuit theatres and against the 
Unveiled during the visit of the Homewood, and that also damaged 
‘board was the original plaster cast | the Homewood because of admis- 
(of the statue of Will Rogers that Sion price-fixing and other illegal 

is in his hometown of Claremore, | trade practices.: ‘ 
Okla. Sculptor Jo Davidson, who|_ Trial of the suit before Judge 
modeled it in Paris in 1938, had | Nordbye and without a jury con- 
expressed the desire that the cast sumed six weeks last year. Since 
go to the hospital and his executors |then there have been briefs and 
presented it following Davidson’s reply briefs filed. The transcript 
recent death. now totals thousands of pages and 
During a luncheon for guests before the judge takes the case 
and patients, Sam Switow, Louis- | under final consideration it’s ex- 
ville circuit operator and exhib pected he'll call for ore] arcuments. 

















Lie Detector 


Continued from page | =e 
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